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District of Massaehusetts ^ fo wit t 

Pin: 

m"^ — ^« JL^ TV itB9fEM9iRi^9|ii TMon tjtm Second Dajr 

of September, to the T1iiityfourt!i Tear of tlM Indepeodence of die United 
States of America^ Iiaxah Tbomas, Junior, of tke laid DUtrict, hat depots 
ited in this Office the Title of a Book, the Right whereof be claimt at Pro« 
prietor, in the Wordt following, to wit : ** Sermona on variout tubjectt t 
Evangelical, Devotional afld Frurtkal. Adapted to the promotion of Chrit« 
dan Piety, FamUy RsHgi^i% ^4 "^oailfiuWinn^ l|)r jMitv LATH&or* 
». n« PSMtor ofthe nnt dhiirch in WetUprin^efd. In Five Volumea." 

In Contbrmtty to the Act of the Congress of the United 
Statet, intituled, «« An Act for ike RnooafagMhent of Learning, by aecuring 
the Copiet of ICapt, Chartt and Bookt, to the Authon and Proprietor! of 
anch Copiet, during the Timet therein mentioned s" and aUo to an Act in. 
tituled, ** An Act topplemenury to an Act, intituled. An Act for the En* 
Gouragementof Letming,^^y tccn.fiag the Copiet of Mapt, Chartt and Booka^ 
to the Authon and Proprietora of tuch Copiet during the timet therein n 
ttoned ; and extending the Benefitt thereof to the Aitt of Detigning^ J 
traviiig.and Etching Hiitorica], ii)4 Mijr f^Wjt**'* 
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toamed^ that the thtee first Vblamfes vseri otii of 
ffint, and tk&t oMtheY JSSiiidn was requested '^y 
the puhttt and intended ty thipubtlstiet, carefiMy 
revised them^ and made such correctidnsj as ap* 
peared to be requisite. These three volumes go 
forth accompanied with the two others which were 
recently printed^ so that the whole work now be* 
somes complete^ in five volumes. 

To the two first volumes are added several Ser- 
mens not before printed^ which are at the end of 
the volumes f and are <m such subjects as were 
deemed most interesting. 

In the third volume ^ which embraces the whole 
Epistle to the Ephesians, there is prefixed to 
each Sermon an appropriate title ^ and to the vol* 
ume itself a complete table of contents ; and thus 
an omission f before justly complained of is sup* 
plied. 

The candor^ with which this work has been re* 
eeived by the public^ is acknowledged with respect* 
ful gratitude. It is hopedy that the work has been^ 
and still may be^ useful to the attentive reader. 
Inaccuracies of composition^ candor will readily 
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excuse. If there be any material errors in senti* 
menu vjhieh^ it is hoped^ there are not^ far these 
no excuse is requested. 

The whole is commended to the Messing of God 
end to the serious attention of the readers^ by the 

AUTHOR. 

P. S. It is in contemplation to coUeet and repub' 
Kshf in a volume suited to accompany these^ the 
Author^s Occasional Sermons. If the design 
should be prosecuted^ the Sermons will be revised 
and corrected. 



Digitized 



by Google 



CONTENTS. 



SERMON I. 

God ^ortfied in Heaven for his Works of Creation 
and Providence* 

SERMON II. 

God works, not for our Sakes only, but for hit 

Name's Sake., 

SERMON III. 
iThe same Subject continued and improved. 

SERMON IV. 

The work of Redemption marvellous, but divine. 

SERMON V. 
The Subject of Sermon IV, improved. 

SERMON VL 
Shepherds glorifying God for the Birth of a Saviour. 

SERMON VII. 
John leaning on Jesus's Bosom. 

SERMON Vni. 

The Spectators of the Crucifixion smiting their 

Breasts. 

SERMON IX. - 
The Works of God, as King of Saints, great and 
marvellous. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



«t CONTENTS. 

SERMON X. 

The Woikfi d£ God> as King of Saiots, great aii4 

marvellous. 

SERMON XL 
God glorified in the Puniriuoent Of Sinners. 

SERMON XIL 
The same Subject continued and improved. 
SERMON Xm. 
lesus rising early for secret I'rajrer. 
SERMON XIV. 
TsLinily Prayer. 
SERMON XV. 
' • family Prayer, Btfc. cbfttiAued. ' ' ' 

SERMON XVI. 
A Christian Family faelpbg their Ministef,^ 
SERM»NkVn. ' 

Children, in the Temple> pndaiiiig the Redeemerr 

SERMON XVIIT. 
The Necessity of eatfy' Religion. 

SERMON XIX. 

The Youth assisted in fhrming his religious Send- 
meiftfiu' • r ' .>' 

SERMON XX. 
Samscxi shorn qf his Loqks^ 

SERMON XXI» 
Reflections on Abraham's Artifice with Al^imflkohi 

SERMON XXII. 
The Kingdom of God widioat Observation. 

SERMON XXIlt. 
The Subject of Sermon XXII, continued. 



Digitized 



by Google 



SERMON XXIV. 

fomuntrable gone to the Grave, and CTcry Man 

drawing after them. 

SERMON XXV. 
Reflections on Harvest. ^<^ 

SERMON XXVI. 

The Fearfttlness of our Frame illustrated and im- 
proved. 

3 SERMON XXVII. 

The Lawfulness ai^ Obligl^tion of Oaths. 

SERMON XXVIII. 

The attrocious Criminality of Perjury and profim# 

Swearing. 

SERMON XXIX. 

The importance of the present season, or the Door 

of Heaven now open, and soon to be shut. 

SERMON XXX. 
Death inevitable, but the time and manner unknown*^ 

SERMON XXXI. 
Death often sudden, and in an evil time. 

SERMON XXXII. 

Vnworthy Guests excluded from the Marriage 
Feasts* 






Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




•^\/\X\/%XV/N/»i 



4 te «'gjkrs/vr/v/wr» 



God glorified in Heaven for his Works of Creation 
and Providence. 



-:»46- 



REVELATIOK iv. ix. 

TkNi uri toorthy, O Lord, to receive glory, ond honour, MiU 
power ; for thou haU created all thing; and for <Ay pleamrc . 
lAnpr are and were created* 

T. John, in this chapter, de- 
scribes a vision which he had of 
the heavenly worship. He saw 
a throne placed in heaven, with 
the appearance of divine glory 
upon It; and seats disposed a- 
round, on which sat the elders, 
clothed in white ndment, with 
golden crowns on their heads ; and in the midst, and 
round about the throne, were the principal angels. 
These began the worship with celebrating the infi- 
nite purity of the divine nature, and ascribing all 
glory to him, who sat on the throne ; and then the 
ciders joined their voices, falling before the throne, 
casting down their crowns, and saying. Thou art 
worthy to receive gbry^ and honour y and power; for 
Vol. I. B 
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> 

thou hast created all things^ and for thy pleasure they 
are arid were created. 

In these words we may observe, 

L That all things were created by God. 

II. That they were created, and are upheld Jbr 
his pleasure. 

IIL That all rational beings arc \o glorify him for 
his creation and providence. 

L The heavenly church acknowledge that God 
created all tilings. 

If the world was created, there was a time when 
it did not exist. Though it received its present 
form from preexisting matter, yet this matter must, 
at some time or other, feave received its existence 
from the same hand which moulded it into its won- 
drous form. The worlds were framed by the word 
t>f God ; so that things which are seen^ were not 
made of things which m appear. If the world were 
eternal and self existent, it would be immutable ; 
Tot that which exists necessarily, is necessarily what 
it is, and not liable to change or dissolution. But 
we see these material things continually subject to 
alteration and decay ; we may therefore conclude 
tiiat they are the creatures of time. 

As all creation had a beginning, so this part of 
at had a late beginning. The scriptural account, 
which dates it but a few thousand years back, is 
in some measure confirmed by observation. The 
lateness of our most ancient Histories, the imper- 
fection of arts and sciences, and even of the geog* 
raphy of the world, and the vast tracts, which still 
remain unpopulated, or but sparsely inhabited, 
though mankind have, in general, been in a state 
of increase, make it credible, that the world can- 
not have existed much longer than the Mosaic ac- 
count represents. 

" But, Can we suppose, that the Deity, who is 
eternal, would suffer such a long duration to pass 
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• 

away, before he employed his power, wisdom, and 
goodness, or made beings to know, enjoy, and 
praise him ?" 

This question has been asked, and urged as an 
objection against the lateness of creation. 

But the objection, if it may be called one, can re- 
spect only that part of creation of which Moses has 
^ven an account. Space is boundless, as well as 
duration endless. Beyond our system — ^beyond 
these visible heavens, there is room for innumerable 
worlds to have existed, millions of ages before this 
part of the universe rose into being. Besides, the 
objection itself, when it is examined, vanishes inta 
nothing. If the world was created, there was a 
time when it began. And if, for its origin, you go 
back as many millions of ages as there are sunbeams 
in the heavens, still l^ere was a time, when it had 
not existed ^x thousand years. And this objec- 
tion might then be made, as well as now ; for it was 
then as true, as it is now, that there had passed a 
duration without beginning. The difficulty in such 
cases is, we attempt by time to measure eternity ; 
and the measure is not adequate to the object. 

From the things which exist, we know there is a 
God. The irwisiole things qfGodyJrom the creation 
of the world J are clearly seen^ being understood by the 
things wfneh are madcy even his eternal power and 
gomead. 

If God created a^Mfng-^^, then a creating power 
belongs not to creatures. It is a power, which we 
may suppose them incapable of receiving ; for ere- 
ation is the highest act of Divinity that we can con- 
ceivc of 'y probably there can be none higher. 

By the ability and ingenuity of a single man ma- 
tsf things have b^n done, which to the unexperien- 
ced appear surprising. The combined skill and 
power of a number have produced works far greater 
stilL But all their works are only giving a new 
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form to things which akeady exist. They cannot 
originate matter, nor animate it when it is made. 
There are beings above us endued with superiour 
powers ; but to none of these does the scripture; as- 
cribe the power of creation. On the contrary, it 
expressly tells us, all things were created by God. 
But our apostle, in his gospel, says, ^^ All things 
were made by Jesus Christ, and without him was 
not any thing made, that was made." Hence tlien 
we must conclude, that he is not merely an exalted 
creature, but properly divine, possessed of divine 
power, and entitled to divine honour. 

How vast is creation ! Even this world, when 
we view it in comparison with the litde creatures 
which inhabit it, appears a mighty thing. But, 
what is this, with all its innumerable inhabitants, 
to the universe ! When we step abroad, and ca^ 
our eyes up to the heavens, what an astonishing 
• cene do we behold ! What multitudes ctf worlds 
do we there see scattered around, and sunk in the 
depths of space ! At what an amazing distance are 
they placed from us, and from one another ! How 
small is the ^pot which our sight commands, com- 
pared with unlimited space ! How inconsiderable 
the number of bodies which we seC; compared witli 
those which may be supposed to exist ! After im- 
agination has taken its most distant flight, still. How 
far is it from having reached the bounds of crea- 
tion ! And yet all these things were created and are 
upheld by one almighty, omnipresent, eternal Be- 
ing. He spake and they were made ; he command- 
ed, and they stood fast. By his word the heavens 
and the earth were created, and aU the host of them 
by the breath of his mouth. He still upholds them 
all by the word of his power. The thunder of his 
power, who can understand ! 

We proceed to our second observation. 

IL All things are and were created for God^s 
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pleasure y or for his willj as the word properly sig* 
nifies. 

If you ask, why God made the world, and up« 
holds it ; why he framed the universe, and formed 
this globe, in such time and manner, as he has ; this 
scMig of angels gives the proper answer. ^' All 
things were made for his pleasure.'* The apostle 
Paul expresses the same sentiment : He works all 
things according to the counsel of his own wilL 

There has been much inquiry, and some contro# 
versy among Christians, concerning God's ultimate 
end in the work of creation ; whether it was hb own 
glory, or the exercise of his goodness in the com«- 
munication of happiness. But the apostle, in the 
text, cuts the matter short. He introduces the 
sfMrits in heaven as celebrating the wonders of crea»- 
tion, and ascribing them all to God's uoiU. H^ie 
is a plain intimation, that these speculations on the 
supreme and ultimate end of an infinite and all per-- 
feet Being, in the formation of all his works, are 
too high for mortals* Angels, with greater mode^ 
ty, bow down and adore unsearchable wisdom. 
Wise ends he certainly has in all his works. But, 
farther than he has given us an account of his mat- 
ters, his counsels are too deep for us. 

Creation is a vast and stupendous work. It is 
but a small part of it which comes within our ob- 
servation ; and even this we know but imperfectly. 
And if we know not the work itself, much less can 
we know all the purposes for which it was intended. 
For us it is enough to know, that all things were 
made by a most perfect Being, and that fw his 
{Measure they are and were created. 

But though we cannot comprehend the works of 
God, nor determine that they were made for this or 
that purpose solely or supremely, yet there are cer« 
tain uses to which we see many of them adapted i 
and these it becomes us to observe. 
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The heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament sheweth his handy work. The earth al- 
so is full of his riches* His power and goodness 
every where appear. Manifold are his works ; in 
vidsdom he has made them all. 

As the works which we behold, display his per- 
fections, and manifest, in a particular manner, liis 
wisdom, power and benevolence ; so it is certainly 
his will, mat intelligent creatures should attend to 
the displays and manifestations which he has made 
of himself, and exercise toward him correspondent 
affections and regards. Though we cannot affirm, 
that this, that, or the other, was the only or ulti- 
mate end of all creation^ yet we know that God 
made rational creatures to serve him ; discovers to 
them his character, that they may love him ; be- 
stows on them his goodness, that they may trust 
him ; and calls them to himself, that they may en- 
joy him. The language of angels, is the voice of 
reason. Thou art worthy to receive glory ^ and hotu 
0urj and power ; for thou hast created all things^ 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

This brings us to our last observation, 

III. That all intelligent beings are bound to glo- 
rify God for his works of creation and providence. 

1. These works should lead us to the knowl- 
edge and contemplation of their great and glorious 
Author. 

God's works are wonderful, sought out by them 
who have pleasure in them. While the philoso- 
pher explores them for the enlargement of his 
mind, the amusement of his fancy, and the inves- 
tigation of their uses in common life, the good 
Christian will regard them in a higher view. He 
will look into them, that he may gain a juster 
.knowledge, and raise a nobler conception of the 
Creator. He will behold God in them, and con- 
template the wisdom, goodness^ and power which 
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they display. When he sees the works, he wiU 
see God working. He will consider himself as 
surrounded by the Deity ; animated by his breath ; 
inspired with reason by his spirit ; sustained by his 
hand ; supplied by his goodness ; guided by his 
counsel ; and protected by his power. 

Of the wicked it is said, God is not in all their 
thoughts. What stupidity is this ! Is God always 
with them, and working before them? Does he 
manifest himself in the heavens, in the earth, ia 
rain and sunshine, in winds and storms, in suc- 
ceeding their labours, and blessing the works of 
their hands ? And, Can they banish him from their 
thoughts? If we live without God in a world, 
which is every where so full of him, What are we 
better than the heathen ? We know God, but we 
glorify him not as God, neither are thankful. BeU 
ter than the heathen ? Nay, we are inferiour to the 
mere animal. " The ox knows his owner, and thd 
ass his master's crib." 

2.' We should glorify God*in his works, by im« 
proving them to awaken in our souls pious affec- 
tions to him. 

The Being who made and upholds so vast a sys- 
tem ; who supplies such innumerable multitudes ; 
who has given understanding to many ; who haar 
provided for their subsistence in this state, and 
their happiness through eternity, must be great, and 
wise, and good. To him then are due our highest 
regards. We should tremble at his presence, rev- 
erence his majesty, submit to his pleasure, trust hig 
care, admire his character, thank him for his ben- 
efits, and acknowledge him in all our ways. 

In tracing the connexions, and investigating the 
causes of things, the philosopher is led up to the 
Deity as the grand first cause of all. But if he in- 
troduces intahis scheme the agency of a God, only 
as he admits the power of attraction^ mag|;ietism 
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iind electricity, to solve tlie phenomena of nature, 
lie stops far short of the proper end of his research- 
es. The Christian will contemplate the Deity, not 
merely as a power producing great effects ; but as 
(a Being, whose power is guided by wisdom, justice 
and benevolence. While he adhiires the works, he 
Ivill love and fear, trust and adore the God who 
tnade them. 

3. The works of God should invite us to him in 
tiie humble exercises of devotion. He who offers 
jmiise, glorifies God. The Being who made all 
diings, must himself be independent. The things 
which are made must be dependent on him. When 
we look up to this glorious Being, we should sink 
down into the most humble thoughts of ourselves. 
What are we amidst this vast creation ! How won- 
derful is his condescension, that he attends to our 
wants, and visits us every moment! When we 
consider the heavens, the work of his fingers, the 
moon and stars, which he has ordained. How just 
is the reflection, What is man that he should be 
mindful of him ? — Does it not become such de- 
pendent and indebted creatures daily to call on God 
for what they want, and dailjr to thaaik him for what 
theyTeceive ? He is not indifferent to us : Shall we 
be indifferent to him ? We daily stand in his pres- 
ence, and receive bounties from his hand : Shall 
we pay no reverence to his character, and make no 
returns for his beneficence ? From just apprehen- 
sions of God, and of ourselves, a spirit of devotion 
must arise. 

4, We jffe to glorify God for our own existence. 
If we are to praise him for creation in general, 

surely some gratitude is due for our distinguished 
rank in the creation. / will braise thecy for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully maae. How precious are 
thy thoughts to me ! How great is the sum of 
ihemt 
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God has given us a rational existence ; made 
known to us his will ; taken us under his particular 
care ; furnished us with the means of virtue in this 
state, and eternal happiness in the next; and. all 
along the passage through this to the future world, 
the blessings of his goodness attend us. Is not ex* 
istence, under these circumstances, to be regarded 
as a privilege ? If a happy existence is to be valu* 
ed, an existence accompanied with present enjoy- 
ments, and with the means of obtaining higher en- 
joyments hereafter, is to be contemplated with 
gratitude and joy. 

Perhaps in the gloom of a discontented mind, 
you complain of life as a burthen. 

Impatience mav undoubtedly draw up a long list 
of grievances. But from this list, let your sober 
reason make proper deductions. 

In the first place, strike out your imaginary 
troubles — ^those which arise from pride, vanity^ 
avarice, habit, irregular passion, and extravagant 
expectation. Strike out next the troubles which 
are merely negative, consisting only in the remov« 
al of blessings which you have enjoyed for a while^ 
and which, if you 1^ never enjoyed them, you 
never would have desired. Strike out ^so your 
comparative evils, which owe their existence to an 
apprehension, that yoiu* neighbours possess bene* 
fits denied to you — ^benefits, which you would not 
have thought of, if you had not seen them in pos- 
session of others. Make these deductions, and 
your list of grievances will be much reduced* Call 
gratitude to make the estimate, and your blessings 
will be found to exceed your troubles. 

You have more days of health and comfort, than 
of sickness and pain. In a course of regular indus- 
try, you have more success than disappointment. 
In your connexions, you have many friends ; few 
enemies — ^perhaps none. Remember also, that 

Vol. I. C 



Digitized 



by Google 



Ift God Ohfijiifdjbr his JPhfks4 

foQt resA doubles, lightly t^egarded^ are prepara- 
tives fbr a state of pure enjoyment ; and that death, 
which of all things here you fnost dread, is your 
passage to that states Consider these things, and 
then say, Our tight ajfitctions^ which are but Jbr a 
mofnenij will Work Jbr us a Jbr more txceetRng and 
eternal weight oj glory. 

But still perhaps some will conclude, that their 
existence is to be regretted : " For revelation in- ^ 
forms us, that a great part, jrea much the greater ' 
part of the human race will be miserable forever. 
It is then, with respect to each one wha comes on 
this stage, more probable that he will be miserable 
than happy. And if this is his state, What ground 
IB there to be thankful for existence V^ 

Now^ without entering on the question, wheth« 
«r the proportion of the saved will be great or 
dmall, a question not subject to human calculation, 
we are to coni^der, Whether we have the means and 
offers of happiness, and whether we have them 
from a Being who may be trusted* If we have, 
dien there is cause of thankfulness for our existence ; 
fbr we may be happy, if we will be wise. It is on- 
ly the abuse of divme goodness, that makes us mis- 
erable* Happiness is proposed to our choice ; and 
whether we accept or reject it, still God is good. 
Our folly alters not the nature of goodness, nor di* 
minishes the obligation of gratitude. 

You are not to consider the plan of the gospel, 
as the scheme of a lottery, in which each man's 
chance for success is according to the proportion of 
prizes to blanks ; but as a moral and rational plan, 
in which each one's success will be determined by 
his own choice. Be the number of the saved ever 
90 small, this diminishes not the probability in fa- 
vour of those, who seek for glory by a patient con- 
tinuance in well doing:. Be it ever so great, this 
gives no additional hope to those who neglect their 
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^ntloiu To dete^:mi|}e H^ probability of your 
99cce$9» y W ne^ iiot i])({ui]re how in»iy , or how few 
will be wve^ : You tre only to enquire, what you 
yoursdv€9 ^e doing- In the destnictbn of die 
fdd worldp Noah wd Us household^ though iew^ 
fMiIy eight wul^Y were preserved* At the wedding 
supper, the one unworthy guest was cast into utter 
lUtrkness* Whatever may be the number of the 
righteous, or of the wic;ked,.the Lord knoweth how 
to deliver the ^odly out of temptation, and how to 
i^iserve the unjust uqIx> tibe day of judgment to h& 
punished* 

The apostle says to the Corinthians, They tvh^ 
mn m a racCy run all ; but one receiveth the prizes 
So rtm^ that ye-tnay obtain. J so run^ not as uneer^ 
tamly* In a mce» there is only one prize ; and 
whatever exertions the combatants make, it is only 
the foremost who wins» In the Christian race it is 
gthf9rwifie» Here is a prize proposed to each ^ and 
all may obtain, tf they will nm welL Therefore 
tlie apostle says. So run^ thtaye may obtain^ Ye 
9iay all obtain,, who enter on the race, and finish the 
eoursei Your success will not be influenced by th? 
good or is success of others : It will be determined 
by your own sincerity, activity and perseverance^ 
J so nm^ not as uncertainly r so fight /, not as one 
who beateth the air ; but I keep under my body to 
hing- it into subfcetion, lest by any means^ when I 
kaoiff pireaehed to* others^ I myself should be a castas 
vay. 

5. if creation deserves our praise, redemption 
deserves it still mere, for this is our hope. 

Creation displays God'^s wisdom, power and good* 
mess; redempticm displays his holmess,. justice and 
graces If it is matter of gratitude, that we were 
called from nothing mto rational existence r it is 
natter of hi^ier gratitude, that we are recovered 
ftom darkness, bonidage and fear,, to a state o£ lights 
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liberty and hope. If we are to give thanks, diat^ 
when we were nothing, God called us into being, to 
bMioTd and contemplate his works ; much rather 
should we give thanks that when, by perverting the 
design of our creation, we had ruined ourselves, in 
him was our help ; that when we were without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

Finally, we are to glorify God for the prospects 
which are opened before us. 

Here we may know something of God*s works ; 
for creation is all around us, and providence is work- 
ing before us. Angels and saints above know more 
of God's works man can be known here. They 
have a stronger sight, and can look to more dis- 
tant objects. They are raised to higher ground, 
and can command a more extensive view. Their 
sight is not bounded by the circle of our horizon, 
nor their prospect terminated by the canopy of our 
skies. They see more than we can see, and they 
admire and love more than we can do. But delight- 
ful is the hope, that we shall one day be with them, 
and be like them ; see as they see, and praise as they 
praise. 

We behold many wonders of God*s wisdom and 
goodness in this earth, and in those heavens. But, 
what are these compared with the wonders which 
will crowd upon our sight, when we shall tread the 
new earth, and contemplate the new heavens ? At 
the opening of these new scenes, all former glories 
will be extmguished, like a lamp before the rising 
sun. BehoUij says the God of glory, I create new 
heavens^ and a new earth; and the former shall not 
be remembered^ nor come into mind. Be glad and 
rejoice forever in that which I create. Behold^ I 
create Jerusalem a rejoicings and her people a joy. 

The new heavens and earth will need no sun or 
moon to shine upon them. The gl<H7 of the Lord 
shall lighten them, and the nations of them who ar& 
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saved shall walk in the light thereof^ and there shall 
be no night there* 

While we dwell in this lower crei^on, let us rS le 
our thoughts to the superiour world, and here be^ 
the jdevout and holy exercises which are to employ 
us diere. 

K all things were created for God's pleasure, let 
us remember, that for his pleasure we were created 
too. We arc to live, not to ourselves, but to him — 
to make, not our own, but his will, the rule of our 
actions—to please, not ourselves, but him whose 
will is perfect — and to expect happiness, not in the 
world, but in his &vour. 

Be not then conformed to this wm-ld, but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is the good, acceptable and perfect 
will of God« 
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SERMON 11. 

God Wfrks^ mt for our Sakes only; 6ut for JHf 
JVame^s Sakif^ 



CZEKIEL xxxvi. 3s. 

Nat far your 4aka do I ihi$, saith the Lord God, b< it known 
unto you ;— — . 

JL O the Jews, now in captivity at Baby- 
lon, the prophet, in this chapter, communicates 
God's gracious promise of their restoration to their 
own land ; and describes the happy circumstances 
which should attend it« They should be reinstate 
ed in their former privileges — ^should receive plen- 
tiful effusions of the Holy Spirit — should be bless- 
ed with all temporal and spiritual good things — 
in a word, the Lord would be their God, and they 
should be his people. But lest, on hearing such 
rich and gracious promises, their hearts should be 
lifted up .in pride and selfconfidence, the caution 
in the text is subjoined — JVot for your sakes do I 
thisy saith the Lord God, be it known unto you ; be 
ashamed and confounded for your own ways. The 
same caution is before given in the 22d verse ; Thu» 
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iailh the Lord I do not tfnsjbr your sake^y O house 
9f Israel; but for my kolyname^s Mke^ which ye 
had profaned among the heathens^ whither ye roent. 
I haw had pkyfor my holy name. I will sanctify 
fny great name, which ye hadpfvjbned. The hea-^ 
then shall know that lam the Lordy when I shall be 
sanctified in you before their eyes. 

The reason of God's granting to the captive Jew*, 
a restoration to their country, and so many attend- 
ing privile^s, was founded, not in tficir worthi- 
ness, but his own mercy— not in a partial regard to 
them, but in a general regard to the human race. 
We will illustrate our text— 
L As it respects the case of the Jews in particu* 
lar. 
II. In its more general application to others. 
I. We will consider the text as it immediately 
respects the case of the Jews. 

Their deliverance fix)m Babylon wasemmentfy 
Ae work of God — It was He, who did this. Tak- 
tn in all its circumstances, it evidently appears to 
have been wrought by a divine hand* 

The duration of theif captivity was exactly fore- 
told, before it began ; and C)mis, the prince who 
granted their release, was expressly named in pro- 
phecy, before he was bom. During a period of 
seventy years, they were preserved a distmct peo- 
jde in the land of dieir enemies, while other nations 
were swallowed up and lost. They enjoyed some 
peculiar privileges in their captivity, especially the 
jMivilege of exercising their own religion, and at- 
tending the ministrations of their prophets. Some 
t)f their prophets and priests, men of distinguished 
abilities, gifts and virtues, were, by a wonderful con- 
currence of circumstances, admitted to great lion- 
our and iirfluence in the court of Babylon, where, un- 
corrupted by their preferment, they retained theh- 
zeal for the religion, and concern for the interest of 
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dieir nation, for whom they procured some signal 
favours. In this period Cyrus the Persian is bom« 
Under him are united the Persian and Median pow- 
ers. He proves a wise and virtuous, as well as a 
warlike and victorious prince. A little t)efore the 
time predicted for the deliverance of the Jews, he 
makes a conquest, and obtains the government of 
the Chaldean empire. He favours these captives, 
and grants them liberty to return to their own land* 
Under the authority of the decree passed in his reign, 
his successors continue to them this indulgence, and 
assist them in resettling their country, and rebuild- 
ing their city and temple. Some of their country- 
men, now in honour and affluence at Babylon, sa- 
crifice all their worldly possessions and prospects to 
the interest of this despised people, and not only aid, 
but accompany them in their return. Here, under 
the smiles of rrovidence, they increase in number, 
strength and importance, and soon become respecta- 
ble among the nations around them. 

In this great event, utterly improbable to human 
foresight, so conspicuous was the divine hand, that 
when God turned again the, captivity of Zion, it was 
said among the heathen, The LoRn hath done great 
things for them. 

God would have them consider, that all this was 
done, not for their sakes, but for his name's sake. 

It was done, not on account of their worthiness^ 
but from pure mercy. 

They had been sent into captivity for the sins 
which they committed in their own land ; and these 
sins they carried with them and still retained in the 
land of their captivity. Thus God complains of 
them in the preceding part of this chapter. 
•* When the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, 
they defiled it by their own way, and by their do- 
ings ; wherefore I poured.out my fury upon them, 
aild I scattered them among the heathen.«-And 
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When they entered unto the heathen, whither thejr 
went, they profaned my holy name, when it was said 
unto them, These are the people of the Lord, and 
'they are gone forth out of his land." As if it had 
been said, " By their evil practices they have brought 
a reproach on my name, and given occasion to the 
headien to say, See what profligate and impious 
wretches these Jews are, who call themselves the ser- 
vants of -a holy God ! No wonder he has expelled 
them out of the country, which he gave them." 
When God promises their restoration, he calls upon 
them to remember all that they had done, and to be 
ashamed and confounded for their own ways. 

This deliverance was not intended principally for 
their benefit ; but for a more general and extensive 
good. " I do this," says the Almighty, " for my 
name's sake, and that the heathen may know that I 
am the Lord." 

In this work God glorified lus great name. He 
gave a striking display of his power y by rescuing 
these feeble captives from the hands of superior en* 
emies— of his wisdom^ in so disposing events as to 
accomplish this mighty purpose— of his foreknorwU 
edgCy in pointing out the time, manner and circum- 
stances of their deliverance— of hisyaiVA/fi/nejj, in 
fulfilling the promises, which had long before been 
ioQuide in their favour — of his goodness^ in watching 
over thb unworthy people, and pardoning their nu- 
merous provocations — of his holiness^ in chastising 
their iniquities— of Yiisjusticey in punishing the op- 
pressions of their enemies — oi Yas sovereignty ^ m 
casting down a superiour nation to make way for 
Aeir deliverance — and of the truth of the religion 
instituted among them, by accomplishing the pre* 
dictions of his prophets. 

God did not at first set his love upon them, be- 
cause they were more in number than any people ; 
for they were then the fewest of all people. Neither 

Vol. I. D 
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did he overturn the eiiiph^ <tf Babylon in order to 
their deliverance, because thejr were the greatest na- 
tion in the world ; for they were but an inconsider- 
able company, compared with the nation now con« 
quered* He must have had some higher end than 
merely the advancement of this smsdl number of 
' Mptivesy scarcely amountif^ to 6&y thousands. 

Gdd's i^^ys are not as our ways, nor his dioughts 
is our thoughts. It is by a variety of means, and by 
a laboured process, that we effect a single purpose. 
A variety of vast and wonderful purposes God ac- 
complishes by the same means. There is a connex-^ 
ion which runs through his works. Theend, which 
seems first intended, is one step in the process, in 
wder to bring about some distant and more impor* 
tant design. 

. 1. Tl^ captivity and deliveranoe of the Jews 
were the means of spreading in the world the knowl* 
e&eof God, and of the true religion. 

The heathen were thus made to know that he was 
the Lord. 

• The benefits of the revelation, which God gave 
to the Jews^ were not wholly confined to them. 
They reached to other ni^ns. The frequent cap- 
tivities and dispersions of this enlightened people, as 
well as die traveb of their prophets, contributed to 
^sseminate &r and wide the knowledge of the truth. 
Babylon was the most celebrated city, and the capi- 
tal of the most powerful empire in the wchtM ; so 
that by means of this long captivity, the knowledge 
of the true God was more extensively sin'ead,than 
it' would have been, had his professed wor^ippers 
been suffered to continue in their own land. By 
various othercalamities, as famines, plagues, storms 
and earthquakes, God could have punished their 
manifold miquities ; but judgments of this kind 
were not so well adapted to diffuse the knowledge 
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The means made use of in Providence fiir dieir 
deliverancey conduced to the same great end. Tq 
make way for this event, the empire of Babykm ia 
subdued by the Medes and Persians, who of course 
now become acquainted with the Jews, with the re- 
ligkm which they profess, and with the God whom 
they worship. The information which €30115 rc» 
ccived concerning the predictions of the prof^ts^ 
and the conviction which he felt of their trudi and 
divini^, were doubtless the motives miiich first 
prompted lum to release these captives* It is evi* 
deat that he, as well as some preceding and foUowir 
lickings of Babylon, acknowledged the God of Isp 
rael to be the true and supreme God. If they ac* 
knowledged him, many of their subjects would fol- 
low their example. So that the Jewish revelation 
was, in fact, more extensive than some imaffine. 
That which at first looks like pardaliQr in the& fii- 
vour, was, in its effects, the exercbe of general 
goodness. 

2. The return oftheJevi^ was a strong confinmi. 
lion of the truth of their religion, adapted to give 
conviction to all who were witnesses of it. 

The wonderful steps of Providence in accom- 
plishtng this event, and the exact fulfilment of the 
many predictions and promises which had been 
made concerning it, were undeniaUe proo&, that the 
God whom they wco^ipped, was the only true God.. 

3. God preserved this people, because to them 
were committed his sacred oradea. 

Though they were a sinful nation, yet as the only 
instituted church and the only writt^i revelaticm^ 
were among them, he would xuA utteriy destroy 
diem. He spared them because ablessing for man- 
kind, was in them. As the scriptures, \mch they 
enjoyed, were ultimately designed for general bene, 
fit, God would preserve the nation to whose care he 
had conunitted then[i. Had these aacrod writioga 
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been extinguished by the destruction of the present 
possessors of them, the world would have sustained 
a loss, which could, by no human means, have been 
repaired. 

4, God restored and preserved this people, be- 
cause from them was to proceed the great Saviour 
of the world/ 

To Abraham was a promise made, that among 
his descendants, the Redeemer should be bom, and 
in his seed all nations should be blessed. As the 
time was not yet come for the appearance of the pro- 
mised Saviour, the nation from whom he was to 
spring, and who were first to be blessed with his pre- 
sence, must be preserved. Accordingly we find, 
that until the time of his coming, this nation was 
God's peculiar care ; though he often chastised 
them, he forsook them not utterly ; though he deliv- 
ered them up to captivity, he dissolved not their na- 
tional state. But this singular care of them was not 
for their sakes ; it was for the sake of mankind in 
general, that the blessing promised to Abraham 
might come on Ae Gentues. And therefore, after 
the Saviour's death, this special care for them is 
withdrawn. 

They are soon given up to the power of the Ro- 
mans, by^ whom Aey are completely subdued, and 
scattered over the face of the eardi ; and even to 
this day they no where subsist in a national capaci- 
5. The captivity and deliverance of this people, 
were events which conduced much to prepare the 
world for the reception of the Savioiu*. 

By these means, many learned men, in the most 
respectable nations of the earth, were brou^t to the 
knowledge and belief of the Jewish scriptures, and 
of the prophecies concerning the Messiah. The 
prophecy of Daniel, \diich was delivered toward the 
end of the captivity, expressly pointed out the time 
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of his appearance. This must have been known to 
many besiaes the Jews ; and from hence probably 
arose the prevailing expectation in those parts of the 
world, tluit some extraordinary person would ap- 
pear, who should have a general dominion. Hence 
he is called the desire, or expectation, of all nations. 
And doubtless the great success, which the apos- 
tles found in preaching the gospel among the Gen* 
tiles, was, in some measure, owing to these prepara- 
tory means. ^ 

The time is coming when the knowledge of God 
shall cover the earth, and all nations shall see his sal- 
vation. The gospel will not always be confined to 
a small part of the human race. It will have a uni* 
versal spread. Those means which have introduc- 
ed, and hitherto maintained it, were designed for 
the benefit of generations to come, as well as of 
those which are past. God's particular favour to 
the Jews, will eventually prove a blessing to all na- 
tions. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. This passage, in its connexion, teaches us, 
what is intended by the phrase, so often used in 
scripture, of God's workingySr Aw own sake^ and 
Jbr his name's sake. It is working, that his name 
may be more extensively known and regarded 
among men. . 

This is evidently the sense, in which it is used in 
Ais chapter. 1 do this for my name^s sake, and I 
ivill sanctify my great name ; and the heathen shall 
know, that lam the Lord. So it is repeatedly used 
in the 20th chapter. I wrought for my name'^s sake, 
that it should not be polluted among the heathen, in 
whose sight I made myself known. 

When we meet with such phrases, we must not 
understand them, as if the independent, allperfect, 
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ael&ufficient God^ had some design diverse from, 
and opposite to, the good of ius creatures. For as 
be is completely happy in himself ; and as nothing 
can increase, or diminish his felicity and sdfenjoy* 
ment, so it is impossible, that, in this sense^ be should 
do any thing for his own sake. But his acting y^ 
his name^s sake^ is acting for the sake of making his 
Haute, or character y known among his rational crea* 
tares, and brining them to acknowledge, fear and 
obey him. What he does few his own sake, has re- 
spect to their good, and is suited to render ^em vir- 
tuous and happy. So that the phrase, in the strong* 
est manner, exfuresses his free and disinterested 
goodness. 

When a man is said to do any thing for his own 
sake, we consider him as acting selfishly, and with* 
out regard to the interest of others. But die phrase 
is, in scripture, applied to the Deity in a higher and 
nobler sense, as importing his kind and gracious in- 
tentions toward moral beings. When he makes 
his name known, it is, not that he himself, but that 
his creatures, may be better and happier. 

In like manner we are to understand the similar 
phrase of God^s acting for his own glory. This is 
sot to make himself more glorious ; for he is infi* 
nitely glorious in his nature : His gloriousness con- 
sists in his unlimited and immutable perfection : 
But it is to manifest and display among his crea- 
tures* his glorious character, that they may know 
and love him, adore and serve him. And he re- 
quires them to admire and worship him, not because 
he is benefited by their affections or praises ; for he 
is not worshipped by men's hand, as thou^ he 
needed any thing from them — ^their goodness can- 
not extend to him ; but because these regards are 
due from them as rational creatures, and are neces- 
sary to their own happiness. 
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In a sense consistent with this, we must mider« 
stand the command, todoaU things to the glory cf 
GoiL We must not ima^e, that our righteous^ 
ness is gain to him — ^that our services turn to his 
real benefit — ^that our praises add any thing to his 
excdlency. Such ideas of him would be in^nous* 
But we then act to liis glory, when we imitate his 
goodness by doing good to mankind — ^when we o- 
bey his commands on the motives which he propo. 
ses — and when we shew forth the gfary of his char^ 
acter, in such amanner as to promote the virtue and 
happiness of our fellow creatures. Herein is our 
bemenly Father glorified^ that we bring Jbrth 
much fruit. We are to abound in the fruits of 
righieoumess^ -which are by Jesus Christy to the praise 
4imdghrtf of God Our tight is to shine before men^ 
thaiy seeing our good worksy they may glorify Gcd. 
Wc are to give glory to God, by exercising repent^ 
SMce and making con/ession of our sins, ffhaiev-^ 
€T we do J we are to do it to his glory ^ giving no of 
fence to any moHj and not seekmg our awn profit^ 
but ^profit ofmany^ thai they may be saved. 

52. Our subject leads us to admire the f^cBsA 
scheme ef Gdod's providence. 

His di^nsations, both of mercy and correction 
toward particular persons and nations, look beyond 
those who are the immediate objects of them ; and 
produce effects more distant than we can trace-^ 
more extensive than we can comprehend — ^more nu- 
merous than we can conceive. The mercies granted 
to the Jews, were not for their sakes only, but for his 
name's sake, that it might be known among the 
heathen. When we contemplate the history of his 
dealings toward them, we see consequences of 
great and general importance produced by means, 
which seemed at first to respect them only. The 
ways of his providence a^:^ still as wise and gracious 
— 4till as complex and interesting, as those whic^ 
are the subject of sacred history. 
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When we review those dispensations, which 
more immediately concern ourselves, we often find 
great effects produced by causes which to us seemed 
small — happy consequences following, atadistance^ 
from events which in the time of them, promised 
nothing — substantial good issuing from occurren- 
ces, which had a contrary aspect — and trouble 
growing out of measures, which we fondly adopted 
and eagerly pursued. And besides this connexion 
of things, which we are able to discover, there is 
doubtless a more remote and important connexion, 
which, in the present state, we never discern. 
" What God does we know not now, but shall know 
hereafter." 

We see, or think we see, wwldly good and evil 
distributed with treat inequality. Some are rich, 
and others poor. Health of body and success in bu- 
siness, attend one man ; sickness, disappointment 
and perplexity, are the painful lot of another. We 
wonder why there is this difference. Impatience 
complains, that God's ways are not equal. But these 
are matters concerning which we are not capable of 
judging. We see but in part. , The inward pains 
which corrupt the rich man's enjoymentB, and the 
hidden consolations which refresh tlie spirits of the 
poor and afflicted, may essentially alter the balance. 
The external difference whicl) we observe, may be 
more owing to men's different tempers, aims and 
manner of conduct, than we imagine. And even so 
far as this difference b properly and directly provi- 
dential, it is the effect, not of partiality in the Su- 
preme Disposer, but of his general goodness. The 
circumstances of a particular person are ordered, not 
for his sake only, but for the sake of others. These 
circumstances may be productive of consequences 
which we cannot foresee, and do not even suspect. 
Until we can comprehend the various relations and 
connexions of things, and discern how one man's 



Digitized 



by Google 



CMworhJbr Ai& Mime^s Sakt. 8S 

condition wfll dfeet moljier, and ifvfcat consetjuen- 
ces will issue froiQ paitloular eyents, we ane incom- 
petent judges of the wisdom md equity of provi- 
dence. He who governs the worid, is a God cf 
truth, and without Iniqui^^. He is a reck, his way 
is perfect ; just and right is he. Let us never sus« 
pect his ways ttFeunequal. L^ us never indulge 
an impatient, murmuring spirit ; but learn In eyery 
state to be content. 

S. We see the proper foundation of submission 
and grsdtude uiider all ^e dealings of God. It is a 
hufnble sense of our «nwcMthiness. Be ashamed 
amd confbunded/br ail tfottr ways, says the prophet. 
if you enjoy prosperity, imagine not, that heaven 
gives ttAryoifr sake, eidier for your worthiness, oc 
jolefy for your use ; but remember that God distri- 
butes tiie bounties of his povidenoe, with a sove* 
rdgn hand, to the just and unjust, as his wisdom sees 
foest-^^ha(t his bounty is the source of all your en- 
joymeitte^^tfaat you are not worthy of the feast of lA 
Ifae mercies wUoh he has #iew6d you-'-and that 
jrou aKtogk)rifirhimbydninrita!^onofhi6g>ood- 
iiofiB, in promoting viitue fiid happiness amon^; 
yo\ir fisttow mortals. 

If yo« suieradvepei^, vtler no complaints — iii- 
dolge no impadenoe ; but be confounded for dl 
your iniquities. These have feffeited the blessings 
wiuch you have lost, and merited the pains whidi 
you feel. Every good is undeserved— every 
afliction is less than you deserve. The more 
humble thoughts you entertain of yourselves, the 
more contented and thankful you will be, and the 
less disposed to complain of Providence, and to en- 
vy or despise your fellow men. 

Humility in the heart, is the groundwork of reli- 
gion. Tin we know ourselves, we shall neither 
love God, nor our duty. When we know our- 
selves, we shall be humble, for wc can find nothing 
Vol. I. E 
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within us, nothing done by us, which will justify ft 
spirit of pride. The more clearly we see our own 
unworthiness, the more highly we shall admire God's 
goodness. The deeper sense we have of our own 
Ignorance, the more we shall confide in his wisdom— 
the more sensibly we realize our impotence and de- 
pendence, the more readily we shall submit to his 
sovereignty. 

The proper effect of God^s mercies, is to melt us 
into a godly sorrow for our sins. Not for our sakes 
does he grant them, but that we may be a ashamed 
and confounded for all our ways. His goodness 
will lead an ingenious mind to repentance. The 
humble penitent tajces serious notice of the ways of 
God, and sees mercy in those dbpensations, of 
which he once complained. He examines himself, 
and discovers iniquity in those works of his own, in 
which once he gloried. He was formerly ahve 
without the law ; but when the commandment 
ccNnes, an revires, and he dies. When the law en- 
ters, the offence abounds. He sees that his remedy 
is not in himself — ^he repairs to the mercy of God. 
He remembers, and is confounded, and never opens 
his mouth any more because of his shame, when 
God is pacified toward him for all that he has done. 
Let us consider and know ourselves, and contem- 
plate the ways of God's providence and grace, and 
we shall admire his wisdom and love, and shall con- 
demn our own foUy and ingratitude. Not unto m^ 
Lordy not unto us^ but unto thy name be glory ^ 
for thy mercy^ and for thy truth's sake. 
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SERMON IIL 



(M wttrhf not Jbr our Sakes only^ but far h» 
NameU Sake. 

KZEKIEL zzxvi. $«. 



V^ foryomrmikti do I AU, tsM the Lord God, be U 
imtoym ; ' ' ■ 



Ji HE deliverance of the Jews from their 
captivity in Babylcm is the work of God here re* 
ferred to. This was attended with such circum* 
stances, as proved it to be eminendy his work. 
When the captivity of Sion'was turned, then said 
they among die heathen, ^^ The Lord hath done 
great things for them.'^ Under such a sudden ^nd 
surprising change of condition, there was dmiger, 
that, being lifted up widi pride, they would vajnTy 
imagine, meir own virtue had entitled them to so 
great a favour, and God had too high a regard for 
them to pimish them any more» This caution is 
therefore repeatedly given them. Not for your sakes 
do I thisy be it known unto yoUj but f(yr my hofy 
name^s sake^ which ye had profonedamong the heaths 
m%n Be ashamed and confoundedjbr aUyour ways.^ 
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TYtAt words, as ih^ reinject the case of the Jclv^, 
impt>rl twe fiiiiigs : First lAot God dk^ercA tibem, 
not for l^kr cMli warthiH&sSj but in mere goodness 
and mercy. As\df secondly, that he restored them, 
not with a primary view to their national benefit and 
importance, but rather in order to the general good 
of mankind, ann^ that his great name might be more 
extensively known. 

IL The sstme may, with equal truth, be said of 
every favour which God ^nts, either to particu- 
lar persons — ^to communities — or to the human race. 

1« The benefits wfaiieh God bestows upon us i>^- 
nonaUy^ are the fruits of his benevolence j not of our 
desert ; and intended not merely for our advantage, 
but for the glory oilns namcy by rendering us more 
useful in our spheFe« 

The apostle says, " None of us Kveth to himself, 
and no man dieth to himself ; for whether we live, 
we live to the Lorti ; and whether we die, we die 
to the Lord ; whether we live therefore, or die, we 
are the Lord*s.*^ As we are not made merely for 
ourselves, so we ought not to live solely to our own 
ends» We are the servants of him who made us at 
i^sL and who preserves us still : And by his will, 
not Dv our own humour, are our lives to be govern- 
ed. We then do his will the best, and advance his 
glory the most, when we direct our abilities and op- 
portunities to the promotion of virtue and happiness 
among his rational creatures^ 

JVb man dieth to himse(/l God orders the time, 
manner and circumstances oif each man's death, to 
terve the great and b^nevoletit purposes of his 
providence. The good man's death brings him 
sndeed to that happiness, which is the reward of his 
virtuous life. In this sense, as he lived, so he 
4ies, to himself. But his death, at the same time, 
iluiswers other more general end& It may impress 
on survivors those serious sentiments, which he 
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taught and inculcated in the eourfie of bis life. And 
in the other world where he enjojrs the fruits of hiB 
pietjr and goodness^ he may still) Ht waya uf»- 
known to uS) do much to advance the felicity of 
moral bein«--*iuay perhaps do more than he ever 
did, or coukl do, here below. M he Jwtd io the 
ZfOrdj so hi flies to the Lord. 

" Ye are not your own," says the Apostle, " fi&r 
ye are bought with a price : Wherefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's. "-^^^ The love of Christ constraineth us^ be* 
cause we thus judge, that if one died for idl, then 
wereaUdead; wdduithediedfbrall^tliat they who 
live should not henceforth live to themselves, but 
to him who died for them, and rose again." 

If we are wholly Ciod's prc^rty, then suchia 
every thing that we possess. Ifour life and death ^« 
not for our sakes Only, but for his name's sake, liieii 
dl his particular gifts are to be regarded in the same 
light) and improved to nobler purposes than our 
own immediate interest* 

Thus we are to regard all the gifts of Nature. 

As God hath made different orders of intelligent 
oes, so in each onier there is a gradation ; and all to 
promote &e generd happiness^ The singular ge- 
nius of a Newton W9S& given, not merely that he 
might amuse and gmtiiy himself in stating the tides, 
measuring the distances of planets, and tracing 
the paths of comets ; but that he might explore the 
vast fields of science, and collect treasures for the 
general benefit of mankind. 

Who is a wise man^ says St. James, and endued 
wkh knormledge? Let himskewmtofai[oodco9^ 
v^rsation his wm-ks zvith meekness efwisd9ni-''^>4nd 
the wisdom^ which isjr4>m above^ isfuUofnwrcytmd 
geodfruits. 

You have nothii», but what you received; and 
if you received it, Why should you gloryi as if it 



Digitized 



by Google 



'SS Qodwarks for his Name^s Sake. 

*■ 

were your own f Consider it as bestowed not merr* 
ly for your benefit but for the benefit of others ; and 
use it accordingly* To whom much is given, of 
him much is required. Every man is bound to be 
usdid according to his ability ; and the greater the 
ability given, the greater the usefulness demanded. ■ 

Thus also we are to view the gifts of Providence. 
And thus we all view the gifts which others pos* 

fiCSS. 

When men are exalted to an eminent station, we 
at <xice see, that not for their sakes God has done 
this, but for his name's sake. The civil ruler is 
promoted, not that he may live at ease, wallow in 
luxury, acquire boundless wealth, and pride him- 
self in honour ; but that he may do good to man* 
kind. As the minister of God for theu* good, he is 
to attend continually on this very thing. A teach- 
er m the church is to watch for souls — ^to take heed 
to the flock over which he' is made an overseer— ^to 
feed them whom Christ has purchased with his 
blood.' He is Christ's servant for their sakes, and 
must seek not theirs, but them — ^not his own profit^ 
but the profit of many, that they may be saved. 

But, Are rulers and ministers the only men who 
are bound to act on disinterested principles ? May 
every body else be selfish ? No : The same obliga- 
tion which lies on them, extends to all. If you 
have a larger portion of worldly goods than those 
around you, remember you received it from God* 
If you acquired it by your industry, it is his provi- 
dence, that succeeded you. It is he who giveth 
power to get riches. And not for your sake hath 
he done this; but for his name's sake, that you 
might imitate his gobdness in works of beneficence 
to mankind. " Charge them, who are rich in this 
world," says Paul to Timothy, " that they be not 
high minded, neither trust in uncertain riches ; but 
In the living God, who giveth us richly all things to 
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enjoy ; that diey do |ood ; that they be rich in 
good works, ready to distribute, willing to commu« 
nicate, laying up for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life." 

If we are to live, not to ourselves, but to God i 
we are to use our property, not to our own ends, 
but to his glory. To his glory we iq>ply it, whm 
we improve it for the benefit of our fellow men« 
'* He who hath pity on the poor," says Solomon, 
^^ lendeth to the Lord." The wonds of our saviour 
are to the same purpose* " What ye have given 
to my brethren, ye have given to me." What we 
ihuB give to God, we give him out of hb own. So 
David acknowledges. '^ Who am I ? and what b 
my people that we should be able to offer so willing^ 
ly after this sort ? For all thin^ come of thee, and 
of thine own have we given Uiee. All this store 
that we have prepared for thy name, cometh of thine 
hand; it is all thine own." 

The poor man feels the justness erf* these observa- 
tions, and he wishes the ruler, the minister, and the 
rich man would apjriy them. But, Is there nodiing 
far which you are indebted to God ? Nothing which 
you owe to mankind f If you have health or 
strength, or skiU, this is also the gift of heaven, 
and you are under the same obligation as others to 
do good according to your ability* To you the A« 
postle says, ** Labour with your hands the thing 
which is good." Why ? — For yourself only ? 
No ; but " that you may have to give to them wha 
need ;" i. e* to them who cannot work with their 
hands as y oil can. If you have been delivered from 
sickness, or from death ; it is not merely for your 
own sake ; but that you may glorify God in the im- 
provement of life and health. 

If the head of a family is spared ; it is that he 
may guide and instruct his children, train them up 
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in poety, and assist them in their preparation fof 
usefulness in tltis world, and happiness in the next» 
If a youth is preservied from deeth ; it is for the 
com&rt of his panents in the declining period of life^ 
or for the more extensive benefit of mankin4> hi tho 
pnesent and succeeding generation. 

£ver)r instance of divine mercy should be !«•> 
garded as a new obligation, and a fresh call to a vir« 
tuous and tt$e£ul life. We are not to imagine, that 
God kecfis yis nig^ and day, guides our steps and 
protects our slumbers, merely for our own ends, that 
we may eat and drink, and sport and sleep ; or that 
wae may acquire wfalth to be thrown into a useless 
heap while we live, and wasted as soon as we are 
dead. It is for die nobler purposes of his goodness 
apd.benevoiecice to mankind. 

Wc may add ferther— The gifts of Divine Graeej 
ms well as those of Nature and Providence, am for 
more general purposes, than the benefit of those, on 
whom they are immediately bestowed. i 

It is not owing to oursd^ves, but to the selfmov- 
inj^ love of die independent God, that a Redeemidr 
was sent into our guilty woiid. It is not owing to 
our jprevions choice, but to the merciful dimosai4>f 
his saverei^ providence, that we are placed under 
die advantages of the gospeL Why has he given 
«s these advantages ? One reason indeed is, that 
in the diligent improvement of them, we may wcs^k 
out our own salvation. But dus is not all^^^we are 
also to assist others in the same woii^. The parent 
is to. communicate to his children that divine and all 
important knowledge, which he has received from 
the go^l of Christ. Christians are to c<»3sider 
one anodier, and provoke unto love and good woiics. 
They are to exhort one another, lest any be hardai- 
ed through the deceitfukiess of sin. fhey are to 
take heed, lest there be among diem miy profane 
jpancm, whose evil communications sdiall corrupt 
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good manners — ^kst any- root of bitterness springing 
up, trouble them, and thereby man^ be defileiL 

We of the present generation enjoy the gospel, 
not for our sakes only, but for the sake of succeed* 
ing generations. We are to transmit it to our chil- 
dren, and make such provision for its continuance, 
diat they who come after us may enjoy it as amply 
as we have done before them. It is committed into 
our hands, as a sacred deposit, for the benefit of 
those around us, and those who shall succeed us* 
While we are working out our own salvation, we 
are to remember that this is but a part of our work. 
As it is not solely for our own sakes, that God has 
given us the means of salvation ; so it is not singly 
on our own account, that we are to value and use 
them. 

The Christian is to attend on the instituted wor- 
ship of God, bodi for his own edification, and for 
the encouragement of others. He is to live in the 
practice of all good works, both that he may obtain 
the reward of righteousness, and that others, be- 
holding his example, may glorify God* 

The conversion of a sinner is, in the wisdom anA 
goodness of God, intended for the benefit of others, 
as well as for the salvation of him, who is the im- 
mediate subject of this grace. St. Paul says of 
himself, " I, who was a blasphemer, a persecutor 
and injurious, obtained mercy — and the grace of 
our Lord was exceedingly abundant! Howbeit for 
this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus 
Christ might shew forth all longsuffering for a pat- 
tern to them, who should afterwards believe on hinx 
to life everlasting." 

You wonder perhaps why some great sinners are, 
by the uncommon grace of God, recovered, while 
others, less guilty than they^ are suffered to go oa 
still in their trespasses. 
Vol. I. F 



Digitized 



by Google 



are th? greatest sinners, aqd who ha,ve done md»t tg^ 
abiise aivi9|£ gifacp : 3ut a4i;Q]i(;ting tlus to ^e tjhe 
caf^, ^ dp^I;>tlessi ^t may b^ Vfe must remen;ilpcr,^ 
that grap^ ^ free, andan umjesprved benefit confer- 
red op^ o^e, is np iiiju^ to another. Besides, whei;^ 
gre^ $ini>ers are thus merpifuUy dist;inguis(ie4, iti i^ 
i^i i^pifely for their sajces, but for Q,6d's q^ame's^ 
^e* Aa it Gould npt be at all, for their wo^ixi^s^ 
so nei^thier is it altogether for their benefi^t ; it is aJl- 
ap thajl^ tbey may be iqfluevtitajl ic^ encQ)i;irag^ug;t|^ 
rewntaiMC^ of others. 

ifhe conversion of ojjje msiy be the xnejujs or tljf 
(^ca4<)?i^ ^ ^ conversion of rnainy. Ipo it evident- 
\g vap ip the case of PauL Who couldbe moi^ vsy 
jurious to the cause of truth, than he was, whU/f fei^, 
COTtiAued, a PhariiSiee ? — \Vho in,Qre useful than he, 
alter he be^me a Christian ? H^>y mu^h eyi^ t^ai^ 
prevented — ^how much good ^p^rasdope, by the qoi>- 
Yi^rsipp of thi^ one man? W];iat an encourageiAen]^ 
U> ^inpers under a sense of guilt, is this ^xa^iple 9|l^ 
divine mercy ? — flow many were cpaverted t^y? 
Paul's preaclung in the coursp of his njiifiji^tiQr ?— 
yi\^ Ifisting and extensive benel^ hav^ m^nJf iii4 
te9eiYed. from the wri^i^ which h^ Ijps left ? lie 
"^s > chosen vessel to Christ to bear his naiXQ^ ^^ 
ipaong the Gentiles, as well as the J,ews. His natur- 
III abilities, his education and accompUshni^ntSi^ 
when his heart was sanctified by grace, emmentl]( 
^alified him for so-great a work. 

The conversion ^ every sinner has its us^s« 
ijirithin a narrower sphere* Every convert is bound 
to improve, for the benefit of others, the gjrae^ of 
Ood toward him. " When thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren ;" is Christ's command tp 
Peter. This was David's prayer and resolution, 
** Create in me a clean heart — uply>ld me wiA thj 
free spirit ; then will I teach transgressors thy ways^ 
and smners shall be converted unto thee." 
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I jnroceed to obsdrVe^ 

S. AA personal Me^sJngs ii^ desi^d fet ttfe 
feem^fit bf toah;^, go bfessings gVatitted to satkties irfe 
ittteidted for rile general good Cf ittankind. 

The nitiortd deliverance of the JeWs from the E- 
tYp6s^ servitude^ ani aifeHvaM from tfie B^fa^lo- 
kuata captivity, was vouchsafed, not ^o tntich t6 itai- 
<fer fAem irnpOrfeairt, as to iiisplay the glbry bFGdd% 
naMte aihong ite heathen. The t>uUidk Instku* 
«>i4i ttf Wigion enjoyed by tflem^ ^ere ihade Sub- 
*rvieAt tb the happiness of ihany othev natioils. 

B£T<^tiohs in mvoiir of libe^, in a partitullcr 
country, may be productive of interestinjg ccttiSte* 
i|iid[icto in ktads M i:tmote, and in dge^ ibdg to 
tube* 

The i^Vdhitioti, Whlcii has faA^eti 0apfe in AmeH- 
ta, ii fijperatilig to g^^at, and we hopfe, happy cveniis 
Hsctrtiere. WhatGbd has dbne fw us, 'rtras ntot oh- 
ff f* otor ^akes, but fe* the beneftl of ftiankirid fti 
ether regions df ^ R^obe^ and in other periods 6f 
kimefc And though Liberty in her pfogress, trSU 
kieet with violent oppositioh, and, iii he^ conflicts, 
will suffer dire calamities, yet V/t (^kcAiot doubt, bdt 
Ifae Wifi finally triuinbh. 

Wt thist also, ttat tliis feVdutidn will jiro^ 
fcieridiy to thfe intdrest of bxire rdigton. 

!t h Indeed o^hiplained, thit infidelJty much pi*- 
♦iils. But peHiaps its pVevatettce is mcVe in ab- 
|)eairartce, ihian in i*eality ; and it rather throws off ns 
former disguise, than gains additional strengths 
There is grtatfer fi'eeddm df inquiry, attd thore lib- 
tem^ bf tentiirtent,thaii in^ekrs past : Learning is 
Also ttbi* ctAivated, artd khoiVfedge t«6re genemlly 
^kitted. Thit spirit of liberty^ which Sprang up 
here, and fa rtbw spi'eading, in the world, xVill proba- 
cy reiider the civil governments of nations mote 
tolerant to free religion, as well as more congenial 
to Wife righbi of ttianrkhid. As learhing becomes 
jnote coDunon in the body of the people, it wifl b£ 
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course be deemed a more requisite qualification in 
the publick teachers of reli^on ; and ignorant pre- 
tenders, and designing impostors, will be more ea- 
sily discerned, and more effectually discountenanc- 
ed. As the light of truth beams on mankind, su* 
perstition and enthusiasm will retire to their prime* 
val darkness ; and rational, substantial religion will 
stand forth confessed in all its divine beauties. The 
truth will bear the strictest inquiry. And though, 
in an inquisitive age, some novd opinions may be 
started and pursued for a while, yet truth will event- 
ually be more extensively known, and more firmly 
believed. 

The changes, which we have seen, probably will 
never answer all the purposes, wliich worldly wis- 
dom has contemplateid ; but they will answer the 
neater and better purposes of divine wisdom. 
They have already contributed much, and doubt- 
less will contribute more to the advancement of use- 
ful knowledge, liberality of sentiment, and the in- 
tercourse of nations : And as these are advanced^ 
there will be more room for religion to have free 
course and be glorified. 

We are apt to cohteinplate events on the partial 
scale of self interest. The Deity views tiiem on 
the extended scale of benevolence. Our selfish ex- 
pectations are usually disappointed. The purposes 
of divine goodness will be accomplished. If we re- 
gard events only in reference to our private inter- 
est, we shall never find them agreeable to our wish- 
es. But if we believe that the divine government 
is good, and will extend to all nations andages, 
looks forward to the most distant connexions of 
things, and moves the whole chain of events, then 
we may acquiesce in its dispensations, however un- 
favourable to our private views. Benevolence will 
rejoice in the belief of God's general goodness, 
when selfishness murmiu*s at the disappointment of 
its own grovelling designs. 
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Farther — ^The gospel, which is given to a particu- 
lar people^ is given tl^m for the b^fit of other na« 
tions — ^iiot moely for their own. 

The Apostle observes, that the preaching and re«^ 
ception of it in Hiessalonica, proved the means of 
its general diffusion ; for from thence sounded out 
the word of God> through Macedonia and Achaia ; 
yea, in every place the faith of the Thessalonians 
was spread abroad* He says to the Ephesians, 
*^ Gpod, who is rich in mercy, hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ, that in the ages to come, he 
might ^ew forth the exceeding riches of his grace 
in his kindness to us by Jesus Christ." ^^ He hath 
made known unto us the mystery of his will, accord- 
ing to the good pleasure which he purposed in 
lumself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of 
limes, he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are in 
earth." To the Romans, he says, " The fall of the 
lews," who rejected the Saviour, " was the riches of 
the Gentiles." The persecutions which the Apos- 
tles suftred from the Jews, drove them to other na- 
tions, and thus proved the occasion of the general 
sfoead of the gospel. ^' But, How much more 
their fullness ?" The final conversion of the Jews 
shall conduce to the ingathering of the fullness of the 
Gentiles. '^ As in time past the Gentiles have not 
believed God, but now have obtained mercy 
through the unbelief of the Jews," which has occa- 
sioned the diffusion of knowledge among them, 
•* even so also have these not believed, that they, 
through God's mercy to the Gentiles, may finally 
obtain mercy." The gospel, which, through the 
infidelity of the Jews, is come to the Gentiles, will 
be preserved in the world, and one day be commu- 
nicated from the Gentiles to the Jews. " Behold, 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God ! How unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out !" But^ 
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3. WemayiibesfallhigllermoutboiitnA^ 
of this wonderful conitexibn oif Code's w<»iLs« 

As favours to particuhur persons may be publick 
Ueifetngs ; and national blessings malfr extfend &eir 
influence to niankiiid in general; so God^ mercieB. 
to the human rade may operate to the benefit of o- 
ther ititelligenbes ; as the sun btem^ which en«^ 
K^teii die eitdi^ are inflected back to liie skiesk 

When God sent his Soil froih faeiveh to redeem 
us fix>m guilt and ruin, it was not for our sakes ohI)% 
but {(X fab name's sake, iJHat the glory of his Wis- 
dom, grtice and hbliness might be di^^yed 
throughout the whole intelfcctual World. The atl- 
gds in heaveii praise Gcxl ibr the wxmdersofhb re- 
deeming love tb nhodLind. Thtey give glory to hilli^ 
tiiat theit is <m earth peace, good Will to melL 
They de^re to look into this astonishing sdiemi, 
ivhich, by thb puUicatidn of the gospel is Opened ft> 
<Adr view, ils well as ourr. raul was Set^t to 
|>reach among the Gentiles tiie unsearchable richte 
of Christ, not onty to make meA kee MtAt Ss th^ feU 
lowdiip (rf* the mystery, which had been hiddcfki 
from ages ; but also to the intent, that naxO unto 
lprm:ipalities€Ptd pmtiersin might 

be knowh by the churbh the matlifoid ik^isdoiki 
of God. Anglek now join with isoints in the new 
tiong to him who was slain, and has redeehied lis 
byms blood: And every intellectual ^d vittuotis 
k)eing, through the creatioil of God, ascribes, and 
mil ascribe, riches and blessing, and glory and hon- 
our, to him who sits on the thrdi^ and to the Lamb 
^forever and ever. 

REFL£(friONS. 

1. Otir subject teaches us^ that God's ihbnd gov. 
ffnmeiit is a sichemfe of mast astdhhAiing bcnevo- 
lenee^ 
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OB w^hi the h«ppiQ(e£^ pf mtipnak bdn^p ctepeadsJ 
Hi;^ merc^es^ ^o pair^icvfer persons teniunale not with 
i^ imroed^te reccjivers; but ia tJKeijc opcratioiv 
r\«i on aod spread ^wnd, beyond the wach of Uu- 
agw^Ltipp, Xe^t y«3$fiag$ bestowred on the human 
r^cc> cQo]trl^^wt^ tQ 1^ «tiiprw)einieat.andi joy otsi^p 

Under ^uch ^ gpveirDuient, Who^ shatt eon^bn > 
I^ obedienc* to it, Whp «aa but be, happgr ? The 
l^d i:^igas ; U\ ih^ ^a^ rejoke, andrtlie snaki. 
tyde Qf the i^ be ghui Thia is the united voice 
of tjb^ iQrxiads which suniQund h&s tlwooe ; ^ Piaispt 
our God, all ye hia servants.; aodj^ewho fearh^ 
h^ snutt wd groat. Give fmiaevfor theLonl 
God omnipotent reigns. Be9ladaodrqQk)e.aiKJk 
l^^hp^urtphkob 

% W'^t9«mth9ttb(9QexolMeei»a|ioaaeiilkl 
of t!^% q^ligli^. ICthe blesaing& vJnohGod be^^ 
^¥^ 9nti%aro iio&f9r<aMr«ikeso9]^,bu^fiirthQr 
«die o£QtJp^i:s, thi^n "iv^ should appdy ^fien te the 
k§^9^ oi€^^b?PS| aa.well a&our own, Ta the oa«. 
tu^ md ipt^^QS^of Qod*s goveroimmt we oo fcr« * 
^«r cmfenvthan weact witba le^andk ta^hiaoanaifi^ 
ia imta^n of hi§ gopdaess, and with a view to the 
happjwsa of our fellow creatures^ ia ooojunctka 
wm ouf ojvn. All injustice, avarice, ambitioii» 
crui^by, fcajads ai;id sel&duiess, arc contrary to the 
design of Qpd^s govenux>ent» and to the nature off 
puK DeligpiQisu Theicingdom of God ia righteous^ 
nesa and peace, aiid jpy iathe Holy Ghoat ; and he 
who in these things serveth Christ, i& accepted o£ 
God^ aocl approved of men. 

3. We ieam fai:ther, that under all the adversi.^ 
ties o£ Ufe, we haye reason to. confide in God'a care^ 
and[ submit to his wiU. 
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There is in the works of God, an extensive con- 
nexion, which we cannot comprehend, but which 
his wisdom perfectly understands. Events, which 
appear to us adverse, may, in their operation and 
diesign be blessings. Dispensations, which seem to 
be against us, may be intended for us. No good 
thing will God withhold from them, who walk up- 
righUy. All things are working together for their 
good. To know God's will, and stand approved in 
&s sight should be our only solicitude. Secure of 
his favour, we have nothing to fear. Let us 
trust in him and do good, and no evil will happen 
to us. He careth for us ; we may cast our caies 
upon him. He is a faithibl Creator, unto him we 
may commit ourselves in well doing. 

4. We learn from our subject the folly and impi- 
ety of envy and discontent. 

Do you envy the man who possesses a larger por- 
tion of earthly good, than youself ? Remember, it is 
given him, not for his own sake, but for a more 
general purpose. If he has a larger portion, he has 
also a greater trust committed to him, and a more 
difficult part to act. There is more required of him, 
sffid he yniHl have a greater account to render. Is 
thb an enviable situation? You wish for his hon- 
our, or his wealth. Do you wish too for his obliga- 
tions to discharge, his duties to perform, his ac- 
counts to setde, when he shall close his steward- 
ship ? No : But still you desire his worldly condi- 
tion. You desire then to have richer and honours 
for your own sake — ^to have them without an obli- 
gation to do good with them, or render an account 
for them. What is this, but to desire the scheme 
of God's government were changed, or you were 
made independent of it ? Do you wish that others 
were free from their obligations to mankind, or their 
accountableness to God? — If not. Why should you 
eovet such a situation for yourself? — What ad- 
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vants^ is there in earthly things, but as they arc 
means by which you may supply your real wants^ 
relieve the miseries and promote the happiness of 
those around you, and provide for yourselves trea- 
sures unfailing in the heavens ? 

You look on the superiour condition of another, 
and are discontented with your own. But why 
discontented ? The abundance given him is not for 
his sake only : It is for your sake also, if you need 
it, and Providence sees best that you should receive 
it The riches of ©»:€ are a benefit to many. If he 
has not that benevolence, which becomes his abili- 
ty, yet heaven is wise and good. Things are so 
constituted, that even from the miser's fountain 
some involuntary streams will run, at which others 
may drink and be refreshed. Whatever the rich 
man's heart may We, the God who gave him riches 
IS » kind to others as to him. This man b as real- 
ly de^ndent on his fellow men, as the poorest of 
his neighbours, aoid can, no more than they, subsist 
without aid. The variety which we see in men's 
outward circumstances, is intended for general 
good« A perfect equali^ would be inconsistent 
with human happiness. It would put a stop to mu<- 
tual succour and assistance ; to the reciprocation of 
benefits. It would weaken the spring of industry, 
and check the spirit of enterprise and mvention. It 
would tend to pover^, rudeness and misery. Th» 
bounties of Providence are dispensed with wisdom ; 
and all, though possessed by the sons of men in dif- 
ferent measures, tend to the general good. Every 
virtuous and industrious man draws from the com- 
mon treasury a share acc(»xling to his wants. The 
poor have tliis ; the rich can have no more. Let 
every man study to be quiet, to do his own business, 
and to be content with such things as he has. 

To conclude : How glorious will God's provi- 
dential government appear, in the result, whei> all 

Vol. L G 
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TtB de^m, connexions and eiect»sluiltbe unfiMeA 
to our view! 

Now we see thrragh a glEUBS darkly; then we 
dudlsee wkb open face. Then we shsdl rejoice in 
that, which now is matter of complamt, and discem 
wisdom in diat, which now Uxmls like confusion. 
Let us acijuiesce in the ways of God's providence^ 
and submit to the terms of kis gospel, and then all 
tfainKs are ours. Whether the world, or life, or 
(team, or things present, or things to come, all are 
oifirsy fi)r we are Christ's, and Christ bGod's. Ta 
be g^y» Am^b 
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^^^^^# " S^^^^^ 



L HE work here pronounced marvelloua 
Bi ^le eyes of men, b the redemption of our fellea 
race b^ the Son of God, sent down from heaven^ 
sppearmg in huniAn fleshy dying on the cross, exalt- 
ed afterward to gferjr^ mA exalting believers widi 

VttXkm 

This work, iSdntly exhibited in prophecy, was 9. 
subject of admiration ; ^ displayed in die actual 
execmti^i, it was a sublet of higher admiration ; 
but its final result m ^ salvation of believers^ will 
raise to greater heieht, and spread to wider extent, 
the admmition of uodf a manifold wisdom andun* 
8e2Bt:habIe grace. 

However the Redeemer may be despised and re- 
jected now, the day b coming, when he wfll be glo- 
rified in his saints, and admired in all them who 
believe. . The stone, which has been set at nought 
bjr the builders, is made, and wUl anpear to have 
been made, the head of the comen God has laid 
io Sion a diief comer stone, chosen and precious ; 
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and he who buildeth thereon shall not be confound- 
ed. But to many it is a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offence. They who fall on this stcme shall 
be broken ; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder.' 

The Apostle observes, that the doctrine of 
Christ crucified for the sins of men, to some is fool- 
islmess ; but to others it appears to be the power 
and the wisdom of God. 

The scheme of salvation opened indie gospel, all 
who contemplate it, must acknowledge to be won« 
deifuL And some liave thought the wonder toa 
great to be believed. " Mankind, ^^ they say, " arc 
an inconsiderable race of beings-^probably the 
lowest in the rational scale. God is perfectly hap- 
py and glorious in himself, and cannot be made 
more or less so by the conduct or the condition of 
his creatures. Can it then be thought, that he 
would take all that concoti for men which the gos- 
pel represents him to have done ; that he would so 
pity them in their guilt, as to send a Dwine Re- 
deemer, in a human form too, yea^ in the lowest 
condition of men — would subject him to an infa- 
mous death, number him \rim transgressors, and 
appoint him a grave with the wicked — would af- 
terward raise him to heaven in this same human bo- 
dy, and there place him at the head of his kingdom 
to manage the afiairs of it for the benefit of believ- 
ers ? — ^Is there in man any dignity or importance 
which deserves such a singular interposition ? — ^Are 
not the means out of proportion to the end ? — Can 
we see any thing in the whole economy of Provi- 
dence at ail resembling this ?" 

Thus the mercy, which appears in the go^ieT, 
and which surely ought to recommend it to guilty 
creatures, has been urged as an objection against 
the truth of it 
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The examination of this matter will lead us to 
some profitable meditations, and prepare the way 
for some serious reflections. 

1. The wonderfulness of the scheme of rcdemp- 
tion, exhibited in the gospel, is a presumptive evi- 
dence of its divinity. 

The farther it lies beyond the reach of human 
invention, the more reason is there to believe that 
it came from God. If it is quite a singular plan, 
and there is nothing in the whole system of nature 
that bears a resemblance to it, then there is nothing 
that could suggest it to the wit ^ men, or ^ve a 
hmt firom which to frame it in the imagination ; 
consequently it must be wholly the contnvance <^ 
divine wisdom, and the discovery of divine revela- 
tioiu ^ 

That men are guilty and impotent, is obvious to 
experience. This has ever been their acknowledg- 
ment and cojnplaint. To inform them of this un^ 
hs^y state, they have not needed revelation. How 
they may be recovered, is a natural inquiry. But, 
Could it, without any intimation, have entered into 
the heart of man, to imagine such a scheme as the 
gospel lays before; us ? — If any liad been dis- 
posed to frame a scheme for the amu^ment, or de- 
ception of their fellow creatures, Could they possi- 
bly have conceived so great, so singular a scheme as 
the incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection of the 
Son of God ? Man is indeed an inventive crea- 
ture ; but his invention appears rather in improv- 
ing on suggestions already made, than in originating 
thmgs entirely new. The greatest discoveries, 
which have been made in arts and sciences, are the 
firuits of some fortunate accident, from which a 
faint was first taken, and afterward ripened by ex« 
periment* But as there could be nothing in nature 
to suggest the idea of the death of the Son of God 
for the sins of men, so itisabsurd to suppose it a 
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hupigii inventioiir It cm rationally be ascribed on* 
^ to the wisdom Of God« 

2. Though, in die works of nature^ ire see noth* 
ing similar to the redemption of man, yet we see 
gceat preparaticMi made for him, and great good* 
ness exercised toward him ; imd hence we may' 
conclif dc|| thftt he is an object of God's special 
icare. 

The provision made for om* present acoomiaoda** 
^ioQ, n^lght as well be said to be diqsroportioned ta 
4^ en4> 9^ that which is made for our future h^>pi-- 
liess; for there is at least as much difierence in the* 
cndsj 98 there is in the means. 

If we consider man in relation to^he present life, 
What is he? He is bom, grows up, eats and 
drinks, labours and sleeps, provides him a succes* 
2or) w/i soon retires to be seen on eardi no more* 
Vet behold what God has done for him. Here is a 
Sj^oious world for his habitation ; numerous tribes 
f>f animals subjected to his dominion ; a mighty sun 
kindled up in the heavens to enlighten and warm 
idm ; a vast firmament stretched over his head^ 
lynd ^Kmsaiids of* luminaries scattered through it for 
b)s cfimfort and convenience ; the clouds deposite 
their treasures, and the sun emits its beams to firuq- 
llfy idfie earth for his support. Is it not strange that 
lAich mighty preparation should be made for so in. 
^^onsjkkvable and transient a creature as man ? 
Strange it would seem indeed, if his existence end- 
ed wlU^ his lii^. But we see, that all this is done 
Ifor him. Other puvpoies may probably be answer- 
td by diese works ; but the good of jnan i^ one 
purpose whic^ they evidently answer, and one pur. 
cc^ for which they were cestainly destined. 
^/len I vMsider ihy heavens j says the Psalmist, 
4he ffiwk of t/iy fingers ; the moon and the start 
V)hwhthmi hast ordained; J^'hatk man, that thou 
0r( mki4ful <lf him^ andtheson of man^ that thou 
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vkitM him ? For thou hasf made funi liHU hwifih 
ihan tht ang&by and hast crowned him ivith glofy 
andhenaur ; thou modest him to hctvt dominhh erber 
the works of thy hands; thou hast put all thingi 
under his feety the beasts of the fekij tht^Jbivhof^ 
the aiff and the fish of the sea. O Lord^ our Lord^ 
how excellent is thy name in all the earth ! 

Thifr vast preparatioA for se small and unworfliy 
a creature, the rsalmist considers, not as an objcc-^ 
tton against fhe wiisdom of Providence, but as aa 
evideiiee of its boon^ss goojdness. 

Nofrtf God lias doM aA ^s to ^ft^tonftMAtt! 
ifttn^ iSte^^ tbe present s3iort ferM of his eidsl!^ 
erice, bit me^ftdibfe dutt he should do mtich ittdrtf 
fer Ids hajipiitess in the fiitui^, eterAat state of eX^ 
bceriee ? I^the irbrk of fedemptioii more dkpMM' 
pD rtSo ne d to itumCs iin];>o)rtance, as an imtrt6r(idlf 
otittut^, than Ac ^mria of prbvideftbc seem to be^ 
irlfeen ire eoft^ider him onSjr as a mortal creafune Y 
The -vwAs both of providence and ol* graee, aitf 
marvelkms. When- we trace them, tr^ meet won-- 
ifers, i^ich^ astonis}i us^. fittt 1^ u!s rethember, 
toicf anjthevrarksofGotf. While i^ admire die* 
worlcs, let us adore the autiiof and rejbice in losf 
wisdom and goodness. 

3* Thou^ man considered in relation to iJfiirf 
world, may seem but a contemptible creature, yet^ 
considered in relation to anodier world, he is a ctiea* 
ture of vast importance. 

Let us contemplate him in tiib fig^t, and sune^ 
it will nt)t appear strange, that a God of infinite wi*^ 
dom and benevolence should do great things for hW 
redemption. 

Here b a Creature formed by God's own hand, 
inspired with his breath, and endued by Win widrf 
an mtellectual mind. This mind, made for ittimor* 
isdity, is capable of continual improvement throughr 
idl the ages of .ctemi^. Though this creatars is^ 
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now small, yet who can conceive the extent to 
which his capacity may be enlarged ; the dignity 
to which his nature may be raised ; and the degree 
to which his virtue and happiness may be improv- 
ed, in some distant period of his existence ? Man, 
considered as a rational and immortal creature, ris- 
ing and continuing to rise, in the scale of being 
forever and forever, has a kind of infinity annex- 
ed to him. 

If one rational and immortal soul is so important, 
What shall we say of the human race at large ? 
When we view men as mortal, they appear in a 
diminutive figure ; but this mortalitiry which seems 
tQ lessen the importance of the individual, increases 
the importance of the race ; because the race is 
multiplied by this quick succession. Contemplate 
die vast number, which composes one generation — 
consider how soon one generation passes away, and 
another comes — ^reflect how many such successions 
must already have passed — ^look forward, and think 
bow many more will follow in the unknown ages, 
that the world will continue — ^realize that all these 
beings will exist forever in happiness or misery — 
that eternal misery is the natural consequence of in* 
curable vice, and that happiness can result only from 
a holy and virtuous temper — contemplate these 
things, and then say. Whether the redemption of 
mankind was a business too small to be undertaken 
by the Son of God ? — Is not the end to be accom« 
pilled so amazingly great, that we may believe a 
divine Saviour would be employed in the work ? — 
Is not the work jtoo great and arduous to be under- 
taken by a feebler hand ? 

When we consider the Saviour as dying for the 
redemption of a mortal creature, there seems to 
be a disparity between the means and the end. 
3ut when we consider this mortal creature as 
kavmg an immortal souI» which will exist through 
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etenrit}' in hstppki^ss^Pr tcCi^VY ; and Q<M»sif^r al^ 
5D, that there arc bnumeiraWe iiuUipp^ of sucli 
creatures, and wil} be innumerable more of the 
same kind, and ki tbf^ same ppnditiop ; then our 
views must be altered. It can no longer seeim % 
tiling incredible, that Qqd shpixld redeem the WQrM 
by his Son. 

4. We know not but the human ra^ is es^^n* 
tially coimected wijth other part^ of the mora) i^rorld ; 
and their redemption productive of iiiteresting con? 
seauence^ to other bemgs. And doubtless it is sg^ 

In that part of the creation which ialls wi^n pup 
notice, we see a d^ependence of one thing upon an.o« 
then If Qioe part was struck out, cpnfusion wouj^ 
immediately follow. We see an easy grad^tip^ 
finom the lower creature^ to higher, until we cono^ 
up to man* We are told, that, abpve ^^n^ there ai^ 
intdligeni; beings, and thajt among diese tl^re 9r^ 
orders and degrees. Tl^ grsydatipn may protml^ 
be conlinued beyond aU wr cofK:eptipns. IJpwev* 
er we may view the human race, ^hen ^ co^;iidqr 
k by itsetf, yet if we consiider M^ in it^ retotioiti to 
other beings, and to the creaitipu of God) we miiJijt 
think it to be of infinite importance, ^ojidd ^la 
link* in the chain of God's wojrks, jb^ broken, th9 
whole order of the system inig^t be destroy e4. 

God certainly had sonxe Wise and great end in 
making such a race : The preservation of the race, 
when made, and the redemption of it, when f^en, 
mght, in ;the plan of God's government^ be as ne- 
cessary as its creation. 

We are assured from scripture, that tiie reicjemp- 
^cm, though it immediately relates to maUt i? ^ 
jvork in which other intelligences hfiye some con- 
cern. Our great Redeemer >ha8 pll power given hini 
in heaven and earth ; principalities and pollers are 
lOPde subject to him ; the muil;itude c^l^ heaven-* 
ly host rejoiced and sang praise at his birth ; an- 
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gds, on divers occasionsy ministered to him ; thejr 
aided him in his persecutions-^strengthened him 
in his temptations — ^attended him at his resurrection 
and ascension-— and are subject to him in his king- 
dom ; they learn from the gospel dispensation the 
manifold wisdom of God ; they join with those who 
are redeemed from the earth, m songs of praise to 
him who sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb 
who was slain. The work of redemption isi far 
more important than we are apt to conceive it, when 
we consider it only in relation to ourselves. — 
Though it primarily relates to us, yet we have rea- 
son to believe, that it is adapted to answer other 
great purposes in the moral world. And until we 
know how many and how weat these purposes are, 
let us not pretend to say, The means are unsuitable 
or disproportioned to th« end. When we enter in- 
to another state, new scenes will open ; new displays 
of divine wisdom and goodness will be made. 
Then we shall see and admire that proportion in the 
works of God, idiich now lies beyond our search. 

5. When we consider the works of God we 
should remember what a being he is. 

Does it seem strange, that so great % Being 
should do so much for so small a creature as man ? 
To an Infinite Being all things are alike easy ; and 
the exercises of his power will always be guided by 
his perfect wisdom. But how perfect wisdom 
will judge, we can no more determine, than we can 
comprehend what infinite power can do. Man, . 
small as he is, was formed by God's hand ; and a 
creature which was not too small for him to make^ 
is not too insignificant for him to preserve. There 
are innumerable creatures below us. These are al- 
so the objects of his care. A sparrqw falls not to 
the ground without him. We are of more value 
than many sparrows. The hairs of our head are 
numbered- Will our souls be neglected ? A rei* 
tional soul 18 of more value than the world. 
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When we consider the greatness of God, we must 
remember, that goodness belongs to greatness. In 
the contemplation of human greatness, we often 
leave out the idea of goodness, because we see that 
the thing itself is often wanting. Men of great 
wealth and power despise those who are placed be- 
low them. If we see much condescen^on joined 
with earthly dignity, we admire it as something 
rare. But these partial conceptions of greatness wc 
must not apply to the Deity. Goodness is his glo- 
ry, and the exercise' of it is his delight. 

That man is unworthy of such a work as has been 
done for him, is undeniable ; yea, he is unworthy 
of the daily bounties of Providence* But if the 
goodness of God is equal to the work, then we may 
believe, that it has been done. As God is an infi- 
nite and allperfect being, his goodness must exceed 
all our thoughts. However our guilt may abound^ 
his grace Inuch more abounds. 

"Wc see and know that God has made kind pro- 
vision for our present support : — May we not from 
hence reasonably hope, that he has done more for 
our future happiness ? We feel that we are weak, 
and need the care of his Providence, and we per- 
ceive that we enjoy it. We are conscious too, that 
we are guilty, and dependent on his grace : — May 
we not hope for this ? The gospel tells us, that he 
has sent his Son to redeem and save us, and ^ven 
his spirit to sanctify and preserve us :— Is it not 
a feuthful saying, and worthy of all acceptation ? 
We are sinners, but still God loads us with his ben- 
efits : — May not his daily bounty encourage our 
hope in hk everlasting mercy ? We cannot have 
too humble thoughts of ourselves, nor can we have 
too exalted thoughts of God. 

If he had never revealed his mercy to save us, we 
could never have been assured how he would deal 
with us. Mercy i^ free ; it may do for sinners 
more or less, as wisdom shall direct The hopes 
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of nature wt doubtful hopes. At most they can 
CMiiy say, Wnb can tell, !f tSbd will be gracious ? If 
human reason withoiit rcvetatidh, could hot gain as-* 
surance of pardon, much less could it conceive such 
a method of dispeilsingpardoh, as the gospel dis- 
covers. But since the discovery is ihade, and fiiDly , 
^tested by signs and miracles, we ftaVe good reason 
to receive it ; and we blight to receive it with gpti- 
lude and joy. It is the Lord^s doiitg ; let it be 
in^ellous in our eyes. 

How great soever the work of redemption isi, it is 
not too -great foi* perfect wisdom to contrive, bouncl- 
less mercy 'to adopt, and infinite powier to execute, 
rtfan, however sitkaJH, is the creature of God, a ra- 
tional and immortal creature; and his race is an 
Innumerable multitude. God, whose goodness ex* 
tends to the brutal tribes, which exist btit a few 
days, ihay well be supposed to regard Such a race 
its the human, created to exist foirever. We see 
the race to be important ; and, in its connexion 
With other beings, it may be vastly more important 
than we can conceive ; and the work of redemp- 
lion, though it immediately relates to man, may ah. 
swer other grand purposes in God's moral govem- 
liieht. The works of grace then, though marvel- 
lous beyond conception, are rational and credible— 
rational, as suited to the wants of man, and agreea* 
t>Ie to the s^oddiiess of God— credible, as revealed 
in has word, and attested by signs and wonders, and 
'^iflsbfthelioly Ghost. ^ 

It beconies us then serk)usly to contemplate, and 
t^evoutly to admire thc^e works of God j aind with 
thankfuihess and joy to take the benefit oT them. For 
bur salvation God Ms marvellously interposed. — 
Shall we despisfe his grace, and neglect our salva- 
tion? How then shall we escape ? Jesus has offer- 
ed iumself a sacrifice. If we reject tius> there 
i^emaitieth no ifnore ^orifice ibr sin. 
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SERMON V. 

The vfcrlc ^Redemption nuarveUous^ 6ut divine. 

VCATTHBW nL ^ 

Among «» the works of God which 
have come to our knowledge, the redemption of 
fidlen men by Jesus Christ, is by iar the most mar- 
v^k>Bs. into this the angels desire to look, and 
from this they learn the manifold wisdom of i^. 

When we behold the glorious Creator and Gor- 
emour of the universe, giving his own Son to death, 
that through him we might live — >when we behold 
dus divine Saviour compassed with our infirmities^ 
bearing our sorrows, and dying in our cause-^^ 
when we behold him, for the suffering of deadi, 
crowned with glory, and bringing many to glory 
with ImQ — ^we cannot but say. This is manfeUousin 
our eyes. 

In the contemplation of this work, some have 
thought it too marvellous to be believed, and have 
made the greatne^ of it an objection against its cred- 
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This objection we have examined ; and our ex- 
amination, while ii removes^ the objection, and con- 
firms our faith in the great and admirable plan of 
the gospel, suggests to our ^minds various useful 
and inxportant reflections. 

1. The scheme of our redemption is a subject 
worthy of our frecment contemplation. 

The scheme is wonderful ; the more we view it, 
the more wonderful it appears ; and the more won- 
derful, the more evidently divine ; and if it is di- 
vine, it demands our attention and regard. 

A design so grand in itself, so graciously adapted 
to human weaknesses and wants, and so clearly 
manifesting the glories of the Divine Character, will 
acknowledge no author less tlian God. All the 
works of the Lord are great, sought out by tliem 
who have pleasure in them. This work is pecu- 
liarly honourable and glorious. In this he appears 
gracious Mid fall of compassion. In this he has a- 
bounded toward us in all w isdom and prudence. 
LiCt this be forever remembered, 

Meditation is a rational exercise, and the proper 
employment of an intelligent being. We have in- 
f tellectual, as well as animal faculties, and the for- 
mer as w-ell as the latter ought to be applied to their 
proper objects. The contempllation of grand and 
noble isubjects swells the soul, enlarges its capacity, 
exalts its pbwers, and purifies its affections. No 
subject can so usefully or agreeably employ our 
thoughts, as the woj^k of our redemption ; for there 
. is none so great and wonderful, so solemn and aw- 
ful ; none in which we are so deeply interested, and 
in which the glories and perfections of the Deity 
are so clearly displayed. If die ahgels, who need 
no redemption, desire to look into the plan of ours^ 
how much should it engage our attention, for whose 
benefit it was immediately designed ; 

That we may have more admiring apprehensions 
of this great work, we must become acquainted 
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with ourselves. The reason why many think of it 
so aeldom, or so indifferently, and discern in it so 
little wisdom and grace, is their ignorance of their 
own character, and their insensibility of their own 
e<Hidition. * Christ came to seek and to save them 
who are lost Had not men been lost, they would 
have needed no redemption. Until they feej them- 
selves lost they will not value nor accept redemption* 
To them, who realize their ruined and helpless 
itfate, a Saviour will be precious. 

Humility is a necessaiy preparative for the king- 
dom of God, The knowledge of ourselves is the 
ground wcffk of humility. Convinced that w6 are 
guilty before God, and condemned by his justice ; 
that we can make no satisfaction to his justice, nor 
resistance to his power, we shall adore his wisdom 
and grace in giving a Saviour for us, and laying our 
help on one, who is mighty to ^ve ; we shall ad- 
mire the compassion of the Saviour in bearing our 
sins on the cross, that we might live through him ; 
we shall rejoice, that he was delivered for our offen« 
ces and raised for our justification ; that he is gone 
into heaven to prepare a place for us, and has sen* 
down his spirit to prepare us for a place with him- 
self • 

Men's different apprehensions of the gospel 
scheme, are chiefly owing to their different views 
of themselves. ^ The self confident and cartless 
sinner will not submit to it, for he feels no need <£ 
it, and sees no excellency in it. The convinced 
and humbled sinner, realizing his own impotence 
and unworthiness, admires the salvation of the gos- 
pel, and earnestly desires to become a sharer in it. 
To him the invitations, calls and prgmises of the 
gospel, come with peculiar acceptableness. 

That we may be better prepared for meditation 
on this marvellous work of God, wq must be con* 
reraant with ourselves^ search our hearts, try <gu: 



Digitized 



by Google 



64 Bedemp^MaMarvMtui fForJk^ 

trqrsy kiiow our psStj and learn our weakBom^ 
The weary, the hungry, the thksty, the poor and 
die sick, ^pe called to die Savour, tftisU: thevmay re-, 
ceive relief, comforts and supplies. They who 
fancy themselves to be full, and in want of nothing, 
w^ despise the call : To men of an of^KMite char- 
acter it mH come as tidings of great joy. 

2. Our subject opens to us most glorious and as* 
tmishing prospects. 

Whatamarvellous work God has wrought fibr thd 
redemption of toen ! The end was certaimy worthy 
ik the means. The redemption then contains in if 
something far beyond all our conceptions. How 
vast must be that happiness, which was purchased 
by the death <tf the Son of God I It must be more 
^n eye hath seen, or ear hath heard, or luimaB 
heart conceived. 

Our worldly prospects are low, confined and ppe^ 
carious. This life is short ; the good which the 
world aflbrds is but smaU, and only suited to the 
body. To obtain this, our endeavours are of uaccr« 
fain success ; and the little which we obtain is of un* 
certain continuance. Soon we must relinquish all, 
and lie down in the dust Had rational beings na. 
thing more to expect than what this world can give> 
deplorable would be their condition. 

But the gospel opens to us brighter prospects. It 
assuves us, thatthere is a future life ; that the life to 
come is eternal, and the happmess of it complete. 
tt does not yet appear what we ^all be. But to 
raise our h<^s and expectations, let us remember, 
tfiat we are not redeemed with corrupdUe tiungs^ 
such as silver and gpld, but with the precious blMii 
of Jesus the Son of God. More than this cannot 
be said. Contemplate the greatness of the price^ 
and you will have some, idea of the value of the pur- 
chase. View yourselves as rational bdngs, design- 
ed for imm<»tality— as sooo to mingle with angds. 



Digitized 



by Google 



k (lie pnesenoe of Gbd md ihe RedcGfiii^ 
eontmudly to grow in koiowtedgc, &mprave in Tin- 
tue, rise fai ^iiity^ and ^w^soot &n c^oiy and hap- 
piness, tfarou^ endless ages — as^ by sod bgr, «b 
beoome equal to angds, and, in the remoter periods 
of ytourexisteiKe, to be raised above the preaeii|t 
perfectton of angdb— view yoursdves in diis Hghff^ 
and. Will you not be transpcHled with the prosi- 
pect before you ? — Will you not feel yourselves 
aireacfy on we wing, and elevated £ur above thk 
earth f^-^WiU you not, from diis exaked heigltt, 
look down with indifer^ncc on all the little and kasp 
^ittng gkid» of the world i and, like the ea^e, 
vidi stmng and 6t)eady pinion, bear dmnigh this ter- 
Kesirial atmosphere, lull on tiie sun ; rising, and 
msmf^ until you reach that glorious jest, wmch a- 
wm^ you in yonder world ? 

3> Whatn^rm iffid immoveaNe ibundadon has 
dhe Christian for his faith and hope t 

Wjhen we consider ourselves as guilty^ and the 
Almigh^ God as perfeotly just and holy, we trenai- 
|>je in his presence. If thou, Lord, shouldst 
jnm'k iniquity, O Lord, Who can stand ? If thou 
^dKHildst oontcnd with us, we cminot answer thee. 
When our iniquities take hold on us, llow shall 
we look up ?-*-But we will turn our eyes to the work 
of redemption. Here we see, that God is gracious, 
jsnd merciful, as well as holy and righteous. Here 
we see pardon and life purchased by the blood of his 
.Son, for £illen and guuty m^i. There is forgive- 
ness with him. We will wait for die Lord, and in 
bis word we will hope, for with him is mercy and 
plenteous redemption. He will redeem us from ail 
our iniquities. He who spared not his own Sc», 
Jwt delivered him up for us all. How shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things ? He who has 
sent his only begotten Son, that we might j&ve 

Vol.. L I 



Digitized 



by Google 



46 Medempthn a Marveihus fTwrk^ 

thrau^h him, will give eternal life to as many as be* 
iieve inhinu His mercy is unto all, and upon all 
who believe in Jesns, and there is no di&rence. 
We cannot imagine, -ths^ the all wiseand unchange- 
able God^ who, for the salvation of sinners, has 
perf (Mined a work, marvellous in the eyes of all ho- 
ly beings, will drop his -great design, throw a^de 
all that he has done, and leave repenting, hoping 
dinners, to perish. We cannot Imae^ne, that the 
God, who has displayed such astonishing mercy in 
laying the ground work of ottr happiness, will frus- 
trate the humble expectations of those, who build 
on this foundation. Thus reasons the Apostie : — 
** Gjodcommended his love toward tis, in tiiat, while 
we were yet sixmers, Christ died for us. Much 
more, then, being now justified by his blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath by him. For if, whea 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, being reconcil- 
ed, we shall be saved by his life." Impressed with 
a sense of guilt, we may confidentiy repair to th£A 
God, who gave his Son to expiate our sins by his 
death, and who raised him from the dead, and gave 
him glory, that through him our &ith and hope 
might be in God. There is laid in Sion a corner 
stone, elect and precious. He who believeth, will 
not be confounded. 

4. Our subject reminds us of the great evil ol 
sin, and teaches us the utter inconsistency of a vi- 
cious temper with the happiness of rational beings. 

Wliat a work God has done for the recovery s^ 
salvation of apostate men ! Havbg revolted fix>m 
him, they could not be restored to the hope and 
prospect of happiness, without such a divine work^ 
as fills heaven with wonder. The Son of God came 
down fi^m heaven, took part of our flesh and blood, 
.and offered himself on the cross a sacrifice to God 
for. human guilt. Could any thii^ give so sirydng 
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9. demonstration of the contrariety of sin to the will 
of God, and to the des^ of his moral govern- 
nient ? — ^We can think of nothing — Had itnot been 
opposite to the nature of God, inconsistent with the 
happiness of man, and destructive of the beauty 
and order of the rational world, Can we suppose, 
any thing like this would have been done ? 

If you think %htly of sin, look to Jesus suffer* 
ing on the cross to expiate your guilty and be con- 
Yineed of your mistake; 

If sin is of such a detestable nature, and ruinous 
tendency^ then entertain not the hope (£ salvation 
without repentance. 

The gospel tells us, God would not that any should 
perish. At the same time, it tells us, I& would 
that all should come to repentance. Without repen^ 
tance, there can be no salvaticm. Christ bare our 
sins in hk own body on the cross, that we^ being dead 
to sin^hould live to righteousness. He shed his blood, 
that he mi^ht redeem us from our vain conversation* 
He gave himself for us,^ that he might purify us to 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
He came to call sinners to- repentance, and thus to 
save them who are lost.. The gospel dis^days the 
purity, as well as the mercy of God ;. and, while it 
Drings us the hope of pardon,, it shews the necessi^ 
of a renovation of our nature* Christ died to deliv- 
er us from the wrath to come ; but he delivers us 
from wrath oriiy in a way of holiness,. Notwith* 
standing all that has been done, still cometh the 
wrath of God on the children of disobedience* 

5. We are taught our obligation to universal be- 
uevolence* 

The gospel is a plan of benevolence^ Here we 
see the mdependent Creator exercising his compas- 
sion to £illen creatures. Here we see the Saviour 
coming down from heaven,, to accomplish, by his 
labours and sufferings, the wonderful design whick 
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divine wisdom and goodness had formed* Here we 
jsiee angels rejoicing and giving ^oiy^ to God^ diat 
thet« is peace on eaith, and go<)d will to men. Here 
^e see tne richest blessings held forth to the most 
unworthy creatures. Here we see heaven expand- 
iig its gates to l^ceive us, ^nd an eterfiial weight of 
glory there p^ps^red for us. The whole scheme of 
the gospel is goodness and love ; ^^ it is perfectly 
adaptea to teach utf our obligation, and inspire us 
witn a disposition, to do good, as we have oppor- 
tunij^. 

Whodvef fedly fklJs in with the gospel, partakes 
of that spirit ef benevolence, which it exemplifies 
and inculcates. The man of an envious^ malicious, 
haughty, unforgiving temper, whatever regard he 
tnay profess, isi, in heart, an enemy to the gospel of 
Christ. To teceive the gospel, is to receive the 

?;nius and spirit of it, which is \o\t and p^ood will, 
hat regeneration, whidi is our preparative for the 
happiness revealed, is a transformation of our souls 
into the temper required in the gospel ; and of this 
temper, an eminent and distinguishing part is love. 
** Be ready^" says the Aposfle, " to every good 
work ; speak evil of no ttidn ; be gentle, shewing 
all meekness to all men. For we were sometimes 
foolish, disobedient, living in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another; but after the kind- 
ness and loVe of God our Saviour toward man ap- 
peared, he, according to his mercy, saved us by 
the washing of regeneration, and by the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost. — Thus we are made heirs ac- 
cording to the hope of eternal life.** The change, 
which the gospd produces, \^here it takes eflfect, is 
a change from a temper of envy, malice and hatred, 
to a temper of gentleness, and meekness, and good 
will toward all men. This change is effected by 
the kindness and love of God our Saviour ; not by 
works of righteousness which we had done, but 
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accoidbg to tibe mercy of God, who through Jesu9 
Christ hath shed forth his spirit abundantly. By 
this chanse we become heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life. They who have seen such an ex- 
ample of love in the Saviour of the world, and have 
felt the power of his love on their own hearts, will 
put on, as the elect of God, boweb of mercies, kind* 
ness, humbleness oiPmind, meekness andlongsuffer- 
ing. They will rejoice in the happiness, and sym- 
pathize in the miseries of their fellow creaturea^ 
They will look with concern on stubborn sinner% 
who appear to be hastening their own destruction, 
in contempt of all the grace of the gospel. They 
^U wish the universal spread of true religion, and 
rejoice in the hope of its future power and preva^ 
lence among the nations of the earth. They wiB 

Say for all men, knowing, that this is acceptable ill 
e ^ht of God our Saviour, who will have all men 
to be saved, and come to the knowledge of th(e 
truth. 

If the benevolence c^ the gospel inspires our 
heafts, we shall not only desire and pray that others 
mav share with us in its blessings, but endeavour, , 
within our sphere, to promote its influence. We 
shall openly profess it before men, and, by a con- 
versation agreeable to it, shall recommend it to all 
around us. We shall encourage an attendance on 
its institutions, not forsaking the assembling of our^ 
selves together, but considering one another, to 
provoke unto love and good works. We shall re- 
gard, with particular attention, the young who are 
placed under our care ; shall lead their tender minds 
to some just apprehensions of the gospel ; shall in- 
culcate on them the tempers and duties which it en- 
^ins, and aid their preparation for that glonoqs state 
which it reveals ; and great will be our joy, when 
we see them walking in the truth. 
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Did the kind and friendly spirit of the gosj>el gfin- 
crally prevail, how greatly would it diminish the 
miseries, and advance the happiness of the worid f 
It b the nature of true religion to make men happy* 
Its work is peace, and its effect is quietness and as- 
surance forever. 

6. Awful IS the danger of those who reject the 
gospel. 

A way of salvation so marvellous, as this, which 
the gospel reveals, we may be assured is the only 
way. They who refuse it, must perish ; and mar- 
TeUous will be their destruction. Hear the Apos- 
tle's warning to the contemptuous, xmbelieving 
Jews : — " Know ye, that through Jesus Christ is 
preached to you tlie forgiveness of sins ; and by him, 
all who believe, are justified from all things, from, 
which they could not be justified by the law of Mo- 
ses." Beware therefore lest that come upon you, 
which is spoken of in the prophets : — ** Behold^ ye 
despisers^ and wonder^ andperish.^^ — ^Ye shall perish 
wonderfully — "for I work a work in your daj'^s, 
which ye will in no wise believe, though a man de- 
clare it to you." As the way of salvation is wonder- 
ful, so will be the destruction of those, who despise 
it. It will be wonderfiil, as it will come upon them 
by surprise — ^will exceed all human apprehension — 
\ral be inconceivably aggravated by their abuse of 
God's grace — will be distinguished, by its severity, 
from the punishment of other sinners* 

A like warning follows our text. Our Saviour 
tells the Jewish rulers, that in Aem would be fulfill- 
cd the prophecy of the Psalmist : — " The stone, 
which is rejected of the builders, is made the head 
of the comer." Though they despised him, and 
would soon put him to death, yet he was to be exalt- 
ed to glory, and made the Head of God's moral 
kingdom. " Whosoever shall fall on this stone, 
shall be broken." Whoever, through ignorance. 
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prejudice, or an implicit confidence in &lse leaders, 
shall stumble at die gospel, will be grievously 
wounded by his fall, and unless he recovers himself^ 
will finally perish. ^' But on whomsoever thb stone 
shall iall," after its elevation in the building, as ven- 
geance will hereafter fall, with accumulated weighty 
on those who continue in unbelief, ^^it shall grind 
him to powder." Christ, you see, here makes a 
distinction between di&rent kinds of sinners ; be- 
tween those who stumble at the stone, and those 
who despise and reject k. And he makes an answer- 
able distinction in the punbhment : The former 
«re wounded by their &U ; the latter are ground to 
powder. There are some heedless, inattentive crea« 
tures, who walk on in the way in which they chance 
to be led, and seldom consid^ whither they are go- 
ing, or where their course will end. These are 
like men, who stumble at the stone. Tl^re are 
others, who hate the truth, and will not come to it ; 
who demise the gospel, and labour to infuse theic 
own prejudices mto the minds of others. These 
are the mad builders, who push away the chief cor- 
ner stone and set it at nought. The former will meet . 
a punishment proportionable to their guilt : On the 
latter, wrath will come to the uttermost. The stone, 
which in contempt, they roll aside, will fall back 
upon them, and crush them into ruins. Awful will 
be the doom of the careless — ^more so that of the 
avowed enemies of truth. Since God lias wrought 
so great a work for the salvation of guilty men, to 
ttiem who neglect thfs sdvation there can be no e^ 
cajpe. But a still sorer punishment awaits those 
who tread under foot the Son of God, To them, 
who sin wilfully, after they have received the knowl« 
edge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacri-t 
fice for sin, but a fearful looking for of judgment, 
and fiery indig;nation, which shall devour the adver- 
saries. 
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Let sinMrSt invited by the graoe^ttid WRraedbjr 
the terrcm of the gospel, flee from the wrath to 
come, and lay hold oa eternal Ule« If you reject 
the Saviour, To whom will you go ?^ — If you re- 
fine the salvation proposed, What odier win you 
find ?-*-* As saraiera, you are dependent onmercy. 
The mercy of God is revealed*— the terms of it 
arestated-'^assistance is offisred — ^patience is waii^ 
ing^^die Spiiit of Grace is strivmg«-*-the day of 
your probation is hastening to a close. Know, ia 
this your day, the things whidi beloi^ to your 
peace, bdbre they are hidden from your eyes* 

Miovellous is me work which Jesus has done for 
you«-^Let it not be said of you, as was said of the 
contemptuous lewft«— He roarvdiedi because of 
tbeir unbelief 
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Shepherds i^lori/ying God /or the Mrth of a Saviour, 
A COMMUNION SERMON. 



LUKE il to. 



!idike%keplerd*feiusnktd, glor^fyimg and praising God /or all 
tUAiugi thai they had heard and ieen, at it waj told ihem» 

X HE birth of Jesus Christ was attended 
^th circumstances of solemn majesty and gran* 
deur, as well as of singular poverty and meanness. 
His parents were in a low condition, but of royal 
descent. The place of his birth was a small vil- 
bge, but worthy of notice in ancient prophecy, 
fte apartment was a stable, but attended by an- 
gels. The first who received intelligence of his 
birth, were shepherds in the field ; but the heralds* 
^rtw) announced the event, were a multitude of the 
i heavenly host. 

lust before the Saviour's birth, an order from the 
Roman Emperour, that the whole empire should be 
tambered and enrolled, obliged all the people to re- 
pair to their respective cities. Joseph and Mary^ 
^he parents of Jesus, being of the lineage of Davids 
Vol. I. K 
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went, onfhisoCGasbft/'toBethlekiett^ whkrhisc^ 
€d the city of David. So great was the concomw 
of people, that persons, in the poor condition of 
this happy pair, jeould find no accommodatioil in 
puiblick houses. They were therefore compelled 
to seek a shelter in a slld^le. Here was bom that 
glorious person, who was to redeem a guilty wwkL 

In the neighbouring country, were diepherds at* 
tending their flocks ! W hile in their turns they kept 
?the watches of the night, they were suddenly sur- 
prised with a light Wmch blazed around ^em, and 
the presence of a superior being standing near Aenu 

The heavenly nnessenger soon corned dieir fears. 
Behold^ says he, I bring you good ti^gs ^f great 
joy^ which shall be to aU fieople ; for unto you £r 
bom^ this daffy in the city of Juax^id, a Saviour^ who 
is Christ the Lord. And this is the sign by which 
ye shall know him^ He is iOr^pt in swadmng clothes^ 
fond lies in a mangjer. 

Scarcely had he delivered his message, when h6 
was joined by a multitude of the heavenly host, who 
celebrated the wonderftil event in an ah&em of 
jM-aise — Glory to God in the highest ; afid on earth 
peact ; good will to men. Having finished their 
nymn, they disam>eared ; they became agaui invisi- 
tie ; the glory, which shone around, vanislied away^ 
and Nature resumed her nightly aspect 

The wondering swains confer together on the un- 
usual scene- They say one to another, Let us go 
to Bethleheniy and see the things w/iich are come to 
pass J and which God has made kncram to us. They 
believed the heavenly message, but to confirm their 
Biith, they went widi haste to the place where die 
infimt lay. Here they found the parents, and here 
they beheld the person of the newborn Redeemer. 
They saw him lying in a manger, as the angel had 
described him. The correspondence of circum- 
^tancesy with the description, put it beyond a doubt 
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Aattibb was ^promiaed Messiah. They returned, 
pdUidiiag tfie jpjrful news, and glorifying and prais* 
log God for all that they had heard and seen. 

We win GonteBtplttte the ^m^s fw which, and 
i^nuamerm wbidv they glorified God, and wiU 
inlermin^ some practical reflections. 

L We w31 confer the matters for which they 
glorified and praised G»od. These were tke- thing^^ 
wlath thetf md keard 0ndseen. 

L They glorified God» that thie promised Sav- 
ioor was now bom.^ 

They seem to have been some of those pious 
pecjple, who looked Ibr ledemptioii in Israel. In 
their rival occupadoa Ibey enjoyed leisiire for ^ir- 
i&Bl eomemplation, and for converse with the book 
of prophecy. Hence tiiey learned, that a Redeem- 
er was promised to Israel and to the world.. Free 
fipom that pride and ambiUon, which possessed 
the mind» of the opident and great men of the 
fiattdn, they formed more just ideas of the design and 
mamwr of his appearance^ That he should be bom 
in such bimible cvGumstances, shocked not their 
&idi, for they were looking, not for temporal grand- 
enr^ but for spiritual salvation. 

Woridly afiections are opposite to the genius of 
Christ's religion.. Mow ean f/€ belieoef says he to 
die Pharisees, vfh^ rec&he koneur one of another^ 
omd seek nai the honour whieh cometh only fiom 
God? They who receive Christ as their Redeemer 
and Lord, must crucify the iesh, and renounce the 
world. The simple manners and humble views of 
fht shepherds, were better suited to the spirit of the 
gospel, than the prospects and refinements of the 
great. 

2. They rejoiced that this Saviour was bom Jbr 
thenu llie angel says, Un to you is born this datf 
a Saviowr. 

Conscious of their impotence and unworthinesfr, 
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they felt their need of a Saviour, and esteemed it 
matter of great joy, that he was come to bring sal- 
vation to them* 

They doubtless admired the distinguishing grace 
of Gody in visiting diem first of all with die glori- 
ous tidings. While the rich and greats were passed 
hjy humble shepherds were regarded. Not many 
mighty, not many noble, are caJUied. Things which 
are hidden from the wise, are reveal^ to babes. 
The pride and parade of courts, are the contempt 
of angek ; but the cottage of the shej^erd is hon- 
oured with their presence. Let no man repine at 
the meanness of nis own condition, or envy the su- 
periour circumstances of another* God dwells with 
humble souls. He has chosen the poor in this 
world, rich in &ith, to be heirs of his kingdom- 
He fills the hungry with good things, but the rich 
he sends empty a\^y. 

How joyous the message to these humble swains, 
A Saviour is bom to you! Eveiy penitent soul may 
apply the gracious declaration. Do you perceive 
your own guilty, helpless condition ?— -Are you anx- 
ious for deliverance ? — ^Doyou feel your incapacity 
to effect your own salvation ? Here are tidings of 
great joy : A Saviour is bom — ^and bom to you. 
His gospel is come to you, and the invitations and 
{MTomises of it are directed to you. He came to save 
sinners — ^the chief of sinners ; to coadoti them who 
mourn ; to bind up the broken hearted ; to ran- 
som the prisoners ; to give sight to the blind ; to 
bring salvation to the poor. The weary, the thirs- 
ty, the naked, destitute and forlorn, he c^s to liim- 
self, that they may receive rest, refreshment, and 
every needed supply ; and receive them freely, with- 
out money, and without price. Be of good com- 
fort, arise, he calleth thee. , 

3. The shepherds rejoiced that the Saviour ^vas 
bom for others^ as well as themselves. 
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I bring you good tidmgSj says the angel, which 
shaUbe to all people. The heavenly host sub« 
join. Peace on earthy goad will to men. When the 
good man looks around, he sees the world lying in 
wickedness. In the hours of serious contemplation^ 
hefeels a painfulsolicitude for his fellow mortals. He 
considers, that they, as well as he, are soon to quit tlua 
transitory scene, and enter on a state of everlast- 
ing retribution. He is deeply affected with the 
thought of that dreadful end, to which multitudes^ 
with little ccmcem for themselves,appear to be hast- 
ening. It is, however, a joyful consideration, that 
a Saviour has been born, and has lived and died for 
mankind, and that the benefits of his death are of 
extensive design ; that throug^h him pardon is offer- 
ed without distinction of nation, age or character ; 
through faith of him, the mercy of God is unto all, 
and upon all who believe, and there is no difference. 
While he laments that so many nations of the earth 
are strangers to the Saviour^ and among those vdio 
have heard of him, so many live regardless of him, 
he rejoices in the persuasion, that a time is comings 
when salvation shall be proclaimed through tbs 
worlds and meet with general acceptance among a 
&Uen race. In the mean time, he is solicitous to 
work out his own salvation, and by his example and 
conversation, to awaken to so important an object* 
the attention of all around him. !By his dail^ pray- 
ershe implores divine grace for those at a distance, 
whom he has never seen ; - for his country ; for the 
church of God ; bx all mankind hi the present, and 
in succeeding ages. 

4. The shepherds glorified Gpd for what they had 
setHy as well as what they had heard. 

They had seen the Saviour — seen him in the 
very place and condition in which the angel had 
described him. They had seen full evidence, that 
this was indeed the promised Messiah. They had 
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9cen in him the accomplishmeat of the aicicient 
prophecies, which foretold, th^ he should \^ born 
of a virgin, of the lineage of David) in the city cf 
Bethlehem, and in an d>scuse condition ; should 
grow up as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry- 
ground. The manner of his birth, and die eirciim* 
stances which preceded it, they doubdess leanied 
in conversation with Joseph and Mary* When they 
saw the predictions of scriptixre, and the informa- 
tion of the angel, so exactly verified, they could n^ 
longer doubt but this must be the Saviour, who wa» 
come to accomplish the great and good things fore« 
told of him. 

Happy were they, thatthey should live fata time^ . 
when the Saviour was txHii, in a place near the city^. 
which washonoured with lus birdt-— that they should 
be notified by angels conoerniag this glorious event 
— that they should have an opportunity to behdkl 
lum, pay uieir honours to him, see the prophecies 
fulfilled in him, and i^(mfirm their faith^ by a sight 
of this wondrous babe, now wrapt in swaddling^ 
clothes, and lying in a manger ; but ordained to be 
the Saviour and juord of the world. 

These were the things for which they glorified 
God. Let us now, 

II. Consider the manner in which they ^orified 
«him. 

1. They glorified God by faith in the Saviour^ 
whom he had sent. 

They believed the heavenly message, that a Savi* 
our was bom ; they sought him in the place pointed 
out to them ; and when they saw him, they receiv* 
cd him with joy. 

By faith in the Redeemer, we give gl<Hy to Grod* 
His first appearance was attended with evidence of 
his heavenly descent. When he entered on his 
publick ministry, more full demonstration was giv- 
en of his mission from God. We have not seen 
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lorn in the flesh, but his gospel is come to us, in a 
maimer, under circumstances, and with charsK^ters^ 
which prove it divine. We have as full evidenqs 
for the ^iround of our feith, as they who lived when 
Jesus was on earth — much fuller evidence than 
diose aheidierds who had only seen him in his infant 
state. If theyp on the first notice of his birth, so 
readily sought hin), and believed in him. How im 
exctt^le are we to reject the great salvatioti, Whidi 
began to be spoken by the Lord, and wasconfirm<* 
ed by the testimony of diose who heard him, by the 
signs and wonders which were wroueht in his name, 
ai^ by the completion of a series of prophecies ut- 
tered from his own mouth and die mouth of his A^ 
posdes ? If, after all the light which we have re^ 
ceived, we reject this Saviour, disbelieve his gos- 
pd, and despise the salvation purchased with his 
blood, we make God a liar, and judge ourselves un* 
worthyof eternal life. 
JL Tliey glotififcd God by a r^of/y oA«5^i?<f. 
jfeing informed by a heavenly messenger, where 
die Saviour lay, they came to him with haste* They 
made no delay, but immediately obeyed the divine 
intimation. 

Faith operates in a way of cheerful obedience. 

ff these shepherds had refused to repair to Bethle- 

hem, would you have thought that they believed 

die tidings sent them ? — ^If the care of their flocks 

had now detained them from the Sa^^ou^, would 

you have imagined that they regarded him more 

/ than these ? — The faith which produces no obedi- 

^ ence, b unprofitable and vain. How many' prac 

tkrally deny the Saviour whom they profess to 

' honour ! You say, you believe that the Son of God 

has come into the world, been manifested in our 

flesh, died on tfie cross, risen from the dead, and 

asee^ed to heaven ; that he is able to save to the 

uttermost, and that there is salvation in no otlier. 
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These indeed are important truths. But, Do you 
really believe them ? — Have you repaired to Jesus 
for salvation? — Have you received him in all his 
characters? — Have you renounced sin and the 
world ? — Have you chosen his reli^on, and given 
yourselves up to the direction of his gospel ? Then 
you believe indeed ; but if not, your faith is but 
mere pretence. 

3. They glorified God by confessing and spread- 
ing the Saviour's name. " When they had seen 
hun, they made known abroad what had been told 
them concerning the child." 

They were not ashamed to own him as the Mes- 
dah, even in his infant state. They waited not to 
3ee what would be the current opimon ; they con- 
fessed him early ; they were the first who acknowl- 
edged him in his high character. 

You see, that true faith will prompt you to hon- 
our Christ before men. Do you believe that he 
came to save a lost world, and still do you decline^ 
or neglect to confess him in this character, to dedi* 
cate yourself to him, and to attend his ordinances ? 
— Where is your consistency ? Do you delay- 
to profess your faidi in him, because others are 
in a different practice? Do you wait to see 
what they will do ? — ^Are you restrained by the ap* 
prehension of contempt ? W here is your sincerity f 
These humble, honest shepherds, waited liot for 
example : They only waited for time to confirm 
their faitli. They would not confess him implicit- 
ly, nor ftiUy rely on the word of an angel. They 
first sought the token, by which the angePs infor- 
mation was to be verified ; and when they had found 
it, they spread abroad the tidings. 

4. They glorified God by an attendance on the 
means of faith. 

The angel who announced tlie Saviour's birth^ 
gave them a token by which they might know him* 
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Thisshaiibea sign tq^ou. Ye shall Jind the babe 
v&rapt in swaddling clothes^ fyi^g ^ ^^ manger. — 
And they camevnthhaste^ and found <is he had told 
them. 

God gave them a particular sign for the confirma« 
tion of their &ith ; and he has appointed standing 
means to strengthen and enliven ours. Jesus Christ 
is exhibited to us in his word, in his sanctuary, and 
at his table. Here we are to seek him, and con- 
verse with him, that we may increase our faith and 
warm our love. Had the shepherds refused to see 
the newborn Saviour in Bethlehem, and to accept 
the offered confirmation of the angel's word, What 
would you have thought of them ? — Would not 
such a conduct have been marked with ingratitude, 
unbelief and contempt? — Will you neriect the 
more easy means of awakening into exercise, your 
faith in, and love to, the crucified and ascended 
Saviour ? Shall his gospel lie by you unreadand 
unregarded ? — Shall the doors of his house in vain 
be thrown open for you to enter ? — Shall his table, 
from time to time, be spread, and this King of 
Gloiy take his seat there, and will you turn away 
your fiices, and retire with cold indifference ? How 
unlike are you to these pious swsuns ! Would you 
have ran with them fi*om a neighbouring field to 
Bethlehem, to see your Redeemer in his manger, 
wrapt in his infant robes ? And, Will you not come 
to his table to behold him dressed in all the bright 
ornaments of grace and love — ^to behold him oifer- 
ing himself a sacrifice to God for your salvation, 
and stretching forth the arms of lus mercy to invite 
you to his affectionate embraces ? The same fiiith 
and love, which winged the feet of the shepherds 
on their way to Bethlehem, would waft you to the 
house, where Jesus has appointed to meet you, and 
ph^c^y ou down at the altar, where he exhibits lum« 
aetf crucified for you. 
Vol. I- L 
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5. They^orified God with ^Ae w^^ o/^jbroMtf. 

It is said, They reittrned^^-ntarntdto tiieir fields 
jndftx^kft^ to the business of ther caUing: But 
they returned praising God. Their rural occupa« 
tson could iriot engross tfieir thoughts. While tbej 
attended the du^s of their secular caUing, theff 
l^ughts ran on hi^r themes. The si^ht of tihe 
Saviour left their mmds risplete with s^ttiments of 
^gratitude, admiration and praise. Pious affections 
and devout contemplaticxis sweetly mingled with 
their worldly empklyni^nl. They conversed to- 
geth^ on the things which had passed, and they 
|»aised God for the wonders they had seen. The 
main sutijectsoftiieir private meditation and mutu* 
4d discourse, were lesus, and his salvation. 

When you have beheld the Lord at his table, re- 
turn not to the world with unaffected hearts. Sufl 
S&r not the idevout thoughts suggested here, to lan- 
guish into indifference, or to be lost in earthly cares ; 
nor the warm afections kindled at the altar, to (fie a- 
w«y as ao€m as you retire. Continue to glorify and 
pr^e the God c^ wisdom and grace, for the won- 
ders, which you have seen and heard. 

Great was God*s condescension to the shepheids, 
in sending them a message by angels : Greater is 
his condescension to our fallen race, in sending them 
salvation by his Son. This is grace, which angels 
contemplate with astonishment. Shall we be unaf- 
fected ? When the Redeemer was bom, joy and 
admiration strung their harps and tuned their voices : 
On wings of benevolence they flew to bear the hap- 
py tidings, and teach mortals how to praise. The 
multitude of the heavenly host sang, Ghn/ to Ood 
in the highest ; and on earth peace ; good will to 
men. These ministering ftpirits stiH visit the church- 
es, and hover around the worshipping assemblies of 
Christians, though invisible to mortal eyes. If 
when the Saviour came, they, transported with joy, 
flew in eager haste to proclaim the news, as what. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Shepherds gbri/j/ing Godi 83 

^bwc aU diio|;9, should be iv^eloome to guilty mor- 
iaisy What tlunk. you ? — Are they not astoimhed 
to see our ingratitude and indifference ?-~To see in 
a Christian land the number of professing Chris* 
tians so small ? — To see the assemblies in Christ's 
house so thin ?--^To see «o few gathering round his 
table ? — ^To hear our songs of praise to the Redeem^ 
er rise with so partial, aiKl so feint a sound ? If 
mere benevolence so^ deeply interested them in this 
great event. What must they think, when they see 
us, whose eternal salvation depends upon it, so in- 
di&rent to it — so negligent ta secure to ourselves 
its infinite and everlasting benefllts ? Shall the air 
rmg with angelick praises for man'si redemption, and 
caiSi not catch the sound ? — The shej^erds in the 
field heard the voice,, and felt the devotion — ShalL 
we, under advantages for superior knowledge and 
stronger feith, be dead to aU sense of gratitude ? — 
Shall we never learn the song of those who are re- 
deemed from the earth ? — Shall the fields and cot. 
tages of Israel's shepherds be more vocal in the Re- 
deemer's praiae, than the churches of Christians ? 

How pleasing to saints and angels ; to the Re- 
deemer and the Father of men,, will be the sights 
when sumers,. witibi one heai^t,. shall repair to the 
throne of grace, and humbly seek aa interest in the 
sdvatkm of the go^l ; when the churches shall be 
thronged with devout and attentive worshippers^ 
and the table of the Lord surrounded with thankAii 
^d admiring guests f — ^There is joy in the presence 
of the ai^ds, \dien sinners repent : The Ifedeemer 
is satisfied when, inthek conversion, he sees thetrav*^ 
ail id his soul t God is pleased, wlien they hew to the 
authority of his son, an^ he hears, with approbatfton^ 
the songs in which tliey celebrate redeeming love. 

Worthy is the Lamb that was sUdn^ to reeehe 
Siessif^ and honour and power ;. for he hath redeem^ 
^ustoGodhtflus bhod. To him beglorym tht 
ehwrch^ throughout aU c^es — ^Amen. 



Digitized 



by Google 




SERMON VII. 

John leaning on Jesus^s Bosom. 
A COMMUNION SERMON. 

JOHN xin.s3. 

llaw Aere wu kaniMg on Jetu^s boiom one qf his disciples^ xohom 
Jtius loved. 

v-lUR blessed Lord, having nearly finish, 
cd his work on earth, and knowing that the time of 
his death was just at hand, expressed an earnest de- 
sire to celebrate the passover once more with h is 
disciples* Preparation being made, according to 
his instructions, he sat down with them to the feast. 
This precious season he employed in such discourse 
as was adapted to their present circumstances. 
When the first meal was made ready, he, to teach 
them condescension and love, went round among 
them, and washed their feet ; giving thetn notice, 
at the same time, that . he should soon be delivered 
into the hands of his enemies, and be betrayed by- 
one of them. This he knew would be surprising 
intelligence; he therefore communicated it mth 
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csLUticHi. When he had washed their feet, he said^ 
Natp ye are clean^ but not alU An intimation this, 
that there was among them one who was not clean, 
and who had no part in him. He had reference to 
the traitor ; but the disciples did not fully compre- 
hend hb meaning. He therefore, a little after, 
speaks more plainly. If ye know these things^vihich 
Ihxvedonc^ happy are yej if ye do them. I speak not 
oj you all ; I know whom I have chosen i nut that 
the scripture may be fulfilled^ He that eateth bread 
with me, hath lift up his heel against me. Now I 
tell you before it come^ that when it is come to pasSy 
ye may believe that lam he. This premonition put 
them on thinking. But that one of his own family 
should join his enemies, seemed so incredible, that 
they scarcely yet understood him. While he dwelt 
OQtbe melancholy subject, his spirit was greatly 
troubled : But painful as it was, he at length speaks 
out the matter fully — Verily I say unto youy that 
me of you shall betray me. Struck dumb with hor- 
ror, fAe disciples sat, and looked on one another^ 
doubting of whom he s^dke. 

AoTD there was leaning on Jesus^ bosom one of his 
disciples J whom he lovecL This, as we learn from 
the last chapter in this gospel, was John himself. 
He is often called the beloved disciple. At supper 
he sat next to Jesus, and reclined on his bosom. 
Peter, seeing John in this attitude, beckoned to him, 
that he should ask Jesus, which was the disciple of 
whom he spake. John then lying on Jesus^s breast, 
says to him, probably in a low voice, Lord^ Who is 
it ? Jesus, in the same manner, answered. It is he^ 
to whom I shall give the sop, when I have dipped it.—- 
And he dipped the sop and gave it to Judas. That this 
conversation between Jesus and John was unheard by 
the other disciples, is evident ; for they knew not that 
Judas was the traitor, until afterward, when Jesus 
pointed him out by his dipping his hand with him in 
the dish. 
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The circumstance of John^s leaning on his LonTa 
bosom at sapper, is several times mentioned^ and 
may be supposed to import something worthy ^our 
notice. Surely it was not by accident that he sat ii^ 
that posture, nor without design that it is so often 
marked in the history* 

It will doubtless suggest to us some thoughts 
pertinent to the similar occasion now before us :: 
And happy the disciple, who, at this supper, shalL 
by &ith and love, lean on the breast of h^ Redeem^ 
cr. 

1. Christy by admitting this disciple to lean q£l 
his bosom, shewed a special and peculiar affectiot^ 
for him. 

It is observed in the text, that he who leaned oa 
his breast, was the one whom he laved. He loved 
the others ; but this he loved with superiour affec* 
tion. In the temper and behaviour of John, there 
was something which recommended him to his. 
Lord's particular esteem, and entitled him to thi» 
endearing appellation, the disciple whom Jesus lovedm. 

The writings of this Apostle shew him to have 
' been a man of a waim and affectionate turn of mind- 
This sensibility of his heart, and his constancy and 
fidelity in duty, pointed him out as a person capa« 
ble of the strictest and most endearing friendships 
None of the sacred writers dwell so much on benev* 
olence and brotherly love ; introduce the subject stv 
often, or urge the temper witii so much earnest- 
ness. The az^ument from which he principally de- 
duces our obligation to love one another, is the 
wonderful example of love exhibited by Jesus Christ,^ 
in giving himself for our sins. As this argument 
seems ever to be uppermost in his mind, we may 
conclude, that he felt it to an uncommon degree. 
None were more strongly affected with a sense of 
the love of Christ, or had more of the same mind 
which was in him. That benevolence which ope- 
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fated 80 poverfolly in his own breast, he wished to 
see transfused through thehearts of all. 

As he was distinguished by a kind and friendly 
disposition, so he shared largely in the love of Christ, 
and was admitted to fecial intimacy with him. He 
was one of the three disciples, who accompanied 
Jesus, when he went to heal the ruler's daughter-^ 
when he ascended into the mountain to display the 
glory of his transfiguration — when he retired to the 
:gaiTienlbr prayer, just before his crucifixion. Thia 
was the disciple to whom he, on the cross, com« 
mitted the care of his aged mother. He placed 
particular confidence in John, as one who would 
£uthMly execute the tender charge. 

Every sincere Christian is an object of the Re- 
deemer's love. But some are admitted nearer to 
him than others. His love is not, like human aifec- 
tion, arbitrary and capricious ; it is guided by a 
clesff discernment of the comparative degrees of 
holiness in his different disciples. As the graces of 
irefigion, especially the more amiable graces of hu- 
mility, meekness, condescension, constancy, fi- 
delity and benevolence, abound in them, they share 
BKH^ largely in his'^approbation and regard. We 
are (^n attached to persons by things foreign to 
dietr character; by the comeliness of their form, the 
dignity of their station, the politeness of their 
manners, the brilliancy of their wit, the pleas- 
antness of their natural temper, or the elegance 
of their dress and appearance. But these are cir- 
cumstances on which the love of Christ will never 
torn. It is real virtue and righteousness, rectitude 
of heart, and purity of life, which entitle us to 
his esteem. The more we have of that mind which 
was in him, the greater and stronger interest have 
we in his friendship and regard. 

John was highly honoured in being the disciple 
whom Jesus loTcd. But let us remember, that the 
same temper which was to pleasing to Jesus in this 
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disci{>le, wiU equally meet his approbation when- 
ever it is found. 

2. John's leaning on Jesus's bosom, denotes 
intimacy and famuiarity. 

Between Christ and his other disciples there was 
an endearing friendship. He allowed them near ao 
cess to him» and communicated to them many things, 
which he imparted not to the worlds He s^ys, I 
call you not servants^ for the servant knoudeth not 
what his Lord doth ; but I have called you friends j 
for all things which I have heard of my Father ^ I 
have made known unto you. To them he expound* 
ed in private many things, wliich he had publicly- 
delivered in parables. To them he foretold many 
events, of which he gave no general notice. To 
them he opened the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God, before he saw fit to reveal them to the multi- 
tude. He admitted them to join with him in his 
prayers. He often retired with them for devotion, 
and they well knew the place whither he usually re- 
3orted. With them he celebrated the last passover, 
and the first supper. He conversed with them free- 
ly, attended to their inquiries, and resolved their 
doubts. Thus familiar was he with them all. But 
John enjoyed a peculiar intimacy. While they sat 
at the passover, he took his seat by Jesus's side, 
and reclined on his bosom : And in this nearness to 
his Lord, he enjoyed a converse which was unknown 
to his brethren. 

When Christ testified to them, saying. One of 
you shall betray mCy they knew not whom he meant* 
Peter beckoned to John, to ask him who the traitor 
was. His beckoning to John on this occasion, is an 
evidence that John had, before now, enjoyed special 
intimacy and freedom with his master. John asked 
him, of whom he spake this. Jesus said. It is he 
to whom I shall give thfisop^ when f fiave dipped it.. 
This conversation was not heard by the other disci« 
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jdes. John was the first who knew Judas to be the 
traitor — ^the first who was relieved from the tortur- 
ing anxiety, lest he himself were the unhappy man. 
when Christ had given Judas the sop, he said to 
him. JVhat thou dost, do quickly. To what in- 
tent he spake this, none at the table knew, except 
John. Some of them thought, tliat, because Ju- 
das had the bag, Christ meant that he should go and 
buy the things which were necessary for the seven 
ensuing days of the feast ; or- that he should give 
something to the poor, as was customary at the 
time of the passover. As Christ's general premo- 
nition had pointed out no particular person, they 
were exceeding sorrowful, and began, each for 
himself, to inquire, Lord, Is it I? — Lord^ Is it If 
Jesus now distinguishes the traitor. Judas's hand 
was in the same dish, out of which Jesus was eating : 
At this instant Christ says. It is he^ who is dipping 
his handwith me in the dish. This was the first sign, 
by which they knew who should betray their Lord. 
John only knew this before, by the token of the sop. 

We see, that Christ's beloved disciples enjoy the 
privilege of intimate communion with him* All 
sincere Christians have this privilege ; but some 
have it in a more sensible manner than otiiers. John, 
in this respect, was privileged above his brethren* 
The greater is our love and fidelity to Christ, the 
nearer access may we find. How happy is the de- 
vout, humble, fervent Christian ! Whatever . are 
bis burdens, he may lean on Christ's bosom — may 
whisper to him his inward sorrows and secret de- 
sires, and may receive from him kind and seasona- 
ble answers, in a manner unobserved by others. 
This intimacy with the Saviour depends much on 
our likeness to him. If we have in us that temper 
of love and goodness, humility and meekness, de- 
votion andheavenliness, which was in him, we shall 
know where to find him — we may come even to bis 

Vol.. I. M 
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seat — ^we may express our desires in groans and i 
pirations, which cannot be uttered — we may hear 
Sis still small voice^ and feel the gentle illapses oi 
his grace ; while those around us, know not what 
is passing between us and our heavenly friend. 

We tBnk John was hi^y privileged in being adU 
mitted so near to Christ. But our Lord can hear 
us, as easily as he heard him. From his throne ia 
the heaveps, he bends down his gracious eai^to re- 
4:eive our prayers. He attends to &e sincere, though 
silent language of the heart. His k>^ to pious 
souls he manifests by the secret communications of 
-comfort, strength and peace. The secret df the 
Lord is with them who fear him^ and he will shew 
<them his covenant. 

3. John, by leaning on Jesus^s bosom, expressed 
hU love to his Saviour* He chose tp be as near hint 
^s possible; not only totake aseat by his side, but 
to recline on his breast. 

In the writings of this Aposde, love to Christ u 
characteristick of a ^ncere disciple. Saint Peter^ 
writing^ to believers, nniany of whom had not seen 
Christ m the flesh, says, Though ye have not seen 
himy yet ye lave him ; and though now ve see him 
noty yet believing ^ ye rejoice in him. Those who 
lave our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ^ are^ by Saint 
Paul, pronounced the subjects of hxs grace. 

This love is not a sensitive passion, awakened by 
Ihe imaginary view of a beautiful form, or of some 
^£SpkrldcrT^*5temal glory, it is a calm, rational 
approbation of that holy character in which the gos- 
pel represents the redeemer — It is a delibo^te 
choice of his doctrines, precepts and example — a 
grateful sense of his goodness and compassion to a 
perishing world — an esteem of him, and compla- 
cence in him, as the image of the invisible God, the 
only Mediator, an allsufficient and most suitable 
Saviour. 
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This love to Christ will express itself ih obedi* 
ence to his cqmmands — in an imitation of his exam- 
ple — ^in doing good to his friends — in acknowledg- 
ments of his love — in promdting the interest of his 
kingdom — in fifequent converse with him — and es- 
pecially in a ready attendance on those ordinances,, 
which are the appointed means oS communion with 
him. It was at the ordinance of the passover, which 
immediately preceded the institution of the supper^ 
(hat John was seen leaning on his Saviour^ The 
paschal supper prefigured, and the sacramental sup- 
per commemorates, the death of Christ* They 
Doth had the same general design^ with this diiFer* 
ence only ; one looked forward to a ftiture event, the 
dther respects that event already past. The gospel 
supper IS appointed in remembrace of Christ^s dy- 
ing love* The Christian, under the influence of 
lore to his Saviour, delights to attend on this institu- 
tion, that he may have a more lively view of this 
once sufferings and now exalted friend — may stir 
up in his heart warmer aiFections to him, and more 
firmly fix his resolutions of obedience^ 

A careless neglect of so kind an institution, indi> 
cates a heart dead to pious and grateful sentiments*. 
True love may indeed be attended with such self- 
distrust, as wiU deter some timorous and tender 
minds from this ordinance* But a careless neglect 
of, and habitual indifference to this gracious and dy- 
ing institution of Christy proves the intire want of 
love to him* 

4. John's posture at supper, bespoke a grief of 
heart under the apprehension of approaching trials. 
L^min^ on the bosom of a friend, is an atdtude 
expressive of ^twroxtrand languiskment. 

Jesus had often warned his disciples, that he must 
suffer death at Jenisatlem. As the time drew near, 
his warnings were more frequent and explicit* He 
had just intimated to them, that this was the last 
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passover which he should celebrate with them. 
fFith desire^ says he, huve I desired to eat this pass-- 
over with you^ before I suffer. The thought of the 
approaching trial deeply affected them all, and es- 
pecially the beloved disciple. His trouble was in- 
creased by the premonition, that Jesus would be 
betrayed by one of his own family ; and he knew 
not yet but himself might be the man. Contemplat- 
ing the sad scene which was before him ; compas- 
sionating his dearest friend who was soon to suffer 
in an unexampled manner ; and, at the same time^ 
anticipating the solitary and dangerous condition, in 
which he and his brethren would be left, he siink 
into his Saviour's arms, unable to sustain tlie weight 
of his sorrow. 

As liis heart was more affectionate, and his love 
to Jesus more ardent, than that of his brethren, so 
his grief under present apprehensions, bore, with 
peculiar weight, on his spirits. This might be one 
reason why Christ saw fit to satisfy him before the 
rest, that he would not be the traitor. 

The sincere believer is affected at the considera- 
tion of Christ's sufferings. But what especially af- 
fects him, in the contemplation of this subject, is, 
tliat Jesus suffered for the sins of men, and that he, 
by his own sins, has crucified the Son of God afresh. 
When he views the Redeemer dying on the, cross, 
he reficcts, " Jesus was wounded for my transgres- 
sions, and bruised for my iniquities. He has borne 
my sins, in his own body, on the tree, tliat with 
his stripes I might be healed.'* The contemplation 
of Christ's death, awakens in him an abhorrence of 
sin. While he meditates on this sad scene, his- 
great consolation is a consciousness of his sincere 
repentance, a hope of his interest in the purchased 
salvation, and a vigorous resolution, that he will 
not offend any more. 
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5. John's leaning on Christ's bosom^ expressed 
faith and confidence in him. Leaning on another 
is a posture of reliance. The bride, in the Canti- 
cles, is described, as coming up from the wilderness^ 
leaning on her beloved. * 

This was a time of great anxiety and distress. 
The disciples were soon to see their Lord in the 
hands of his enemies. But John gives not up his 
hope. Still he rests on his Saviour's arm, casts 
his burden on him, and trusts that he will sustain 
him. 

Here is the Chritians's refuge. Pressed with af- 
fliction, conscious of weakness, burdened with a 
sense of guilt, he repairs to the Saviour for pardon^ 
consolation and support. In the sufTerings of Christ, » 
he sees the great evil of sin, and sees also ground 
of hope. The same blood, which displays the 
wrath of God against sinners, manifests also the 
mercy of God to pardon the believer. While he 
beholds the suffering Saviour, he reflects — If these 
things were done in the Green treCy What wiU be 
done in the dry ? But at the same time, his soul 
gathers hope and confidence from this thought — 
He who spared not his own Son^ but delivered him 
up for us ally How shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things 7 — Who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Christ who died. He glories in Christ Jesus, 
and has no confidence in the flesh. 

6. The particular time^ when John leaned on Je- 
sus's bosomj deserves to be remarked. It was 
while he was sitting with him, at the paschal sup- 
per. 

His attendance withhim, at this solemnity, awak- 
ened those sentiments of love, faith, gratitude and 
hope, which he expressed by leaning on his breast. 
While he looked back to that great national sal- 
vation, which was represented in the passover, wc 
may suppose, his thoughts reached forward to the 
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^piiknal salvation t)rpified therein* He saw, at tiic 
taUe, the Lamb of God, who, by his blood, was 
to take away the sin of the world, and who waa 
l^reiigured in the paschal lapib. While he ate at 
this table, his eyes, his faith, and his affecdon, were 
fixed on tihe Redeemer by his side, who was now 

£* ving his iesh to be meat indeed, and his blood to 
^ drink indeed, for hungry and thirsty souls* 

Such exercises were certainly proper in a disci^ 
06, who sat by his Saviour, and ate with him at the 
same table, in the evening before he gave himself 
a saoifice for the sins of ti^e world* 

We see then with what meditations and aflFections 
we should approach this table now spread before us» 
This <xdinance was instituted in the same eveninj^, 
when Christ celebrated the last passover with his 
^ciples. It was designed as a memorial of his 
Bufferings. Herein we shew forth his death* We 
are to attend it in remembrance of him* He sat 
with his disciples in the first supper* He is now on 
liis throne in die heavens ; but his eyes )ook down 
on us ; his ears are attentive to hear what we speak 
-—what is the voice of our lips, and the language 
of our hearts* We may here view him as near us. 
When we take our seats at this table, let us consid- 
er, that our Saviour is by our side* Here is his 
spiritud and gracious presence* Let us sit down^ 
leaning on liis bosom* He admits the humble be- 
iiever near to himself; allows him to speak in his ear 
— to whisper the complaints and desires of his 
soul. While we sit by him, let us converse with 
him, confess to him our sins, lament our unbelief and 
hardness of heart, seek the supports of his grace, 
and Ae pardoning efficacy of his blood* Let our 
souls go forth toward him in love of his divine ex^i 
ceOencies, in thaidrftrlness for his wonderful good- 
ness, and in desires of a nearer conformity to him, 
and t)f a dearer intercist in his salvation* Under a 
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liniiblfeKrae of our dM, ani of the impttftctfen 
of our best VKUfkBy let us lean 6!i kit bosom ; ft>r 
in him we have ]ig:hteousness and strength. By 
thus leaning on hixUy letu&gainaoiore&miliarae* 
quaintance with faiiki, sind grow in onr preparatiDQ 
to be received into his bosom in heaven^ anid to tat 
bread with him in the kingdom of his Father, 
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The Spettators of the Crucifixion smiting their 
Breasts. 



A COMMUNION SERMON. 

' LUKE xxiii. 48. 

Mnd all ihe pecple, ika came together to that tight, beholding the 
ihingi wUeh were doneg smou their breatu and returned. 

JnLoW exceedingly changeable were the 
aHections and sentiments of the Jews with i%|;£u*d 
to Jesus of Nazareth ! In the course of his minis- 
try, they had expressed the highest esteem of him. 
TTicy had followed him to the remotest corners of 
the country, to hear his doctrines and see his works. 
When he entered into Jerusalem on a publick occa- 
sion, they received him with loud acclamations. 
There was a time, when they intended to take him 
by force and make him their king. But after they 
perceived, that his kingdom was not ot this world, 
and that their earthly views were likely to be disap- 
pointed, thcii: affection soon turned to resentment 
and hatred* t^ow they joined in the attempts to dc- 
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stroy him^ and were instmt with loud voices to 
have him crucified. When the govcrnour declared 
him innocent, and proposed to release him, they 
spurned the proposal, and repeated their demand, 
Crucify him ! Crucify him f 

Their clamours prevail. He b sentenced to 
death, and carried to execution. As he hangs on 
the cross, they feast their eyes, for a time, with 
the dismal »ectacle. They pass by him, wagging 
their heads, and saying, " Ah ! Thou, who de- 
stroyest the temple, and buildest it in thrte days, 
save thyself, and come down from the cross." 
They cast on him a scornful eye, and say, ^^ He 
saved others ; himself he cannot save. Let him 
save himself, if he is a king.'' 

But soon the scene changes. The sun withdraws 
his beams, and the heavens, at noon day, are wrapt 
in darkness ; the earth trembles ; the rocks are rent 
asunder ; the repositories of the dead are disclos- 
ed ; and the insulted Saviour, commending his 
spirit to God, bows his head, and, in exclamations 
of anguish, expires. — Look on the multitude now 
—see how they appear. — They, who before had 
triumphed in his misery, are struck with deep as- 
tonislunent. One says, ^* Surely this was a right- 
eous man." Another says, " This is the Son of 
God." And all the people^ who came together to 
that sights seeing what nod past ^ smote their breasts 
and returned. They came to the execution with 
eager haste, and bitter zeal. They retired slow, 
silent, and pensive, with downcast looks and la- 
bouring thoughts. 

Their smiting their breasts indicated some painful 
sensations within. 

1. It expressed their conviction of the innocence 
and divini^ of this wonderful suiferer. 

Whatever sentiments they had entertained in 
the morning, they had now seen enough to extort 

Vol. L N 
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from them an at^knowledgtnent, that this was a 
righteous fmif^-*-this was the Son qf God. 

This chsffECter Jesus had <^nly assumed ; and 
With unw«vet4i^ constai^y he maintained it to the 
last. Through aH his trials he never once dissem- 
Ued it ; Bor^ in the least degree, departed from it, 
to prevent danger, erjavoid death. 

Observe his calmness: Amidst the rudest aild 
most provoking insults, he discovered Jio malice or 
resentment towani his enemies ; but all his Ian* 
,gu£^ and behaviour was mfld and gentle. When 
he was reviled, he reviled not again ; but commit- 
ted himself to him who judgeth righteously. 

See his benevoleme* He attended to the case of 
has afflicted mother, and commended her to the 
care of lus beloved disciple. He wrought a ihir- 
acle to heal an enemy wounded in the attempt to 
tseiee him. He extended mercy to a malefactor^ 
who was suffering by his side. He implored par- 
4on for those^ who w«« torturing him to death, 
^and urged in their behalf, the only excuse which 
their case could admit-*- 7%eyAyfow not what they 
do. 

Consider lus humble piety. He maintained his 
confidence in God ; called him fas God and his 
Father ; and into his hands committed his spirit. 

Such distinguished piety; benevolence and con* 
stancy, utider trials like his, shewed him to be a 
righteous man — ^to be more than man. 

And heaven itself bare solemn testimony in his 
iavour. 

The darkness, which overspread the land, was 
evid^tly supernatural. It happened at the full 
moon, when there could be no natural eclipse of 
the sun. The total darkness, which, in a natural 
eclipse, can last but a few minutes, here continued 
for the space of three hours. At the time of his 
deaths the great curtain of the temple, which sep- 
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arated the most holy place from the comimxi sanc- 
tuaiy, was torn from top to bottom.^ The earth 
was thrown into convirisions. The rocks were 
rent in pieces, and the graves, made in the rocks, 
were of course laid open. The dead bodies there 
deposited were exposed to view^ and many of them 
rose after his resurrection. 

The concurrence of so many miraculous events 
at the time of his death, forced on the minds- of the 
spectators a full conviction, diat he was the Son of 
God. 

5L Their smiting their breasts was expressive of 
their compassion for this innocent and glorious st:^-^ 
ferer,. 

Their rage, which had been wrought up to the 
lughest strain, now began to subside, atid give 
way to the tender feelings of humanity. They had 
discharged their malice, they had seen Jesus bow 
hia head in death, and heard him groan his last ; 
and their pity could sleep no longer. It was natur- 
fll for them to reflect, how barbaixrtisly he had been 
used, and how serene iie apgpeared— ^hpyir holridly 
he had been kijured, and how meek was his tern- 
pat* — how cruelly they had mocked him, and* hovir 
fervently he prayed for them^ — how confidentlv they 
had dedared him gnilty^ and demanded \w death ;: 
and yet how innocent, how worthy of life* Here 
was the malicious execution of an hinocent m^. — 
Hef^ was goodness in its real perfection^ sufieripg^ 
deadi in a]f its lortuf*es. 

Amidst these reflections^ which must now rush 
tirto their minds^ no wonder if compassion swelled 
too big for uttatince — no wonder if, in the anguisb 
of pity, they smote their breasrts and returned. 

3» This action expirssed a deep remorse qf con^ 
seience* 

When they had seen such convincing demon* 
jstratiion of the innocence of Jesus, an4 felt the re«» 
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"turn of natural compassion, they could not well 
avoid some reflections like these : — Why did we so 
clamorously demand his death ? — Why so rashly 
and resolutely urge his crucifixion ?— Why did we 
not consider and examine, before we acted ? Why 
did we not move for his deliverance ; at least ac- 
cept it, when it was offered ? — ^How could we pre- 
fer an infamous robber to this holy and just one ? — 
How shall we forgive ourselves in being so active 
to procure the death of one in whom no fault could 
be found ? 

With such selfupbraiding thoughts, they with- 
drew from the execution. The declaration of the 
soldiery, that he was the Son of God, and the deep 
sense of anguish which the spectators expressed in 
smiting their breasts, may justiy lead us to coif* 
elude, that conviction, compassion and remorse, 
now laboured in their minds. 

We see what a migh^ effect the sight of Christ's 
. sufferings had on the multitude : Whether it ope- 
rated in any of them to a real repentance, we arc ^ 
not informed. But from the great success, which 
the preaching of the Aposties soon after had among 
the Jews, it is probable, that what they saw, heard 
and felt, on the day of the crucifixion, prepared 
the minds of many for a more ready reception of the 
gospel. 

" A proper view of the sufferings of Christ, in 
their circumstances and design, has a powerful ten- 
dency to move and affect the mind, and dispose it 
to religion." 

To pehold this divine Saviour in the flesh, and 
to see him expire on the cross, was the lot only of 
those, who lived in his day. But the frequent con- 
templation of his death, is a matter of so much im- 
portance, that he was pleased, just before he suffer- 
ed, to appoint an ordinance for the purpose of ex- 
hibiting his death to oqr view, and bringing it to 
•ur remembrance. 
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• 

If Christ were now to suffer, in a place near at 
hand. Should we not choose to attend the scene, 
sad and mournful as it would be ? — Should we not 
wish to be near him, in his last hours, that we 
might testify our regard to him, obtain a blessing 
from him, hear his departing counsels, receive new 
confirmation of our faith, and feel fresh motives to 
obedience ?— If we would attend his sufferings, 
Why not attend an ordinance instituted to represent 
his sufferings ? — If it would have been useful to 
see him on the cross. Why may it not be useful to 
behold him in this solemnity ? — Here he is set forth 
crucified before our eyes. — Do we turn awiay from 
thisL ordinance ? We have little reason to think we 
* should have attended the crucifixion cm any higher 
motive than mere curiosity. If a real regard to him 
would have invited us to follow him to the cross, 
the same regard will invite us to come and see him 
at his table. 

This table^ some of us are now approaching. 
Let us come with the same seriousness and collec- 
tion of thought, as if we were coming to the cross 
itself. Let us attend to the design of this institu- 
tion, that our minds ma^ be duly affected, and that 
proper convictions, desu-es and resolutions, may be 
awakened. 

L Have any of you entertained indifferent no- 
tions of Christ and his religion ? — Come here, and 
reflect on those characters of divinity, which he 
ezhU)ited. 

When you consider the purity of his life — ^the va- 
riety of his miracles — ^the beneficence of his works 
— *his patience under sufferings — ^his meekness un- 
der injuries— what wonders attended lus death — 
how gloriously he was raised from the dead, and 
exalted to heaven — and what plentiful effusions of 
the Divine Spirit soon fcdlowed his ascension — you 
must confess, that he proceeded and came forth 
fronaGrod* 
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• 

When farther you consider how excellent are the 
precepts which he gave— how sublime the. doc- 
trinea whichjie taught — ^how perfect the whole sys- 
tem of religion which he left to his disciples — ^how 
iiill of benevcdence this religion is — ^how adapted 
to enlarge the understanding, exalt the thoughts, 
elevate the affections, give peace to the conscience^ 
and in^ire with cheeiful hopes — and how happy 
mankind will be in a conformity to his example, in 
a subjection to his commands, and under the influ- 
ence of his doctrines, you cannot doubt, but his 
religion is all divine, and infinitely important. If you 
have before indulged different thoughts, smite yoiur 
breasts with conviction, and return with juster sen- 
timents, and better resolutions. 

2. Here meditate on the worth of your souk. 

Have you, in the eager pursuit of earthly de- 
aigns» forgotten your eternal interest, and neglect- 
cd the salvation of your souls ? — Here see what 
salvation is, what it cost, and how it ought to be 
valued. You are not redeemed with corruptible 
things, but with the precious blood of Christ* 
Think how the Son of God came down from heav- 
en, assumed human flesh, dwelt among men, la- 
boured, suffered and died. For what end w^s vljl 
this ? — To procure salvation for such as you. 
How precious is the soul, which could be redeem- 
ed by a price no less than this ! How criminal to 
neglect yo^ own souls, for the redemption of which 
Jesus was willing to die ! How just, how aggravat- 
ed the condemnation of those, who despise a sal- 
vation so dearly purchased I You censure the Jews, 
who, when Pilate offered {o release to them Jesus, 
prefered a murderer before him. How then will 
you excuse yourselves, in prefering the pleasures 
of sin, before that salvation which he has bought 
with his blood ? 

Does not their sin become yours? — Does not 
your censure upon them fall upon yoursdves ?^p«- 
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Look upon yonr ^u&rihg Savibtir. SfniCe ^uf* 
breasts with conviction of the wortfi of your %otilft 
— Tctttiii witiii new resolations — Work but y chir ftal-» 
ration with fear and treinblhi^. 

3. Here behold the great eviNf 'sin. 

Have you been disposed to excuse it*-^t6 Iriak^ 
li^tof k.-^toftrtto' yo«irselves th4t God Will n<* 
remember it — ^diat he will admit y6ii to haj[i|Jittesft 
willicmt repentance ? — Look here, ■^rtd learn ftftdth- 
er BeBthnent* Jesus, the Son of God, dnce sufl 
feredmddled. Whj^^-uh irai^ t* sin— hot Y^k 
own, bnt ours. He Wi^ wouifd^d for our ti^su 
Msskms, diat by his wmrnds 11% ifii^ht tib heited. 
He was made sin for us, thclt Wfe nii^ht be made tlft 
rigUteousiie^ of God \A him. Gould hot sin bfe 
ibrgivai without l^o vast n ^drifice ^ It is thteh ^e^ 
eeSkig^sinfal^L^-^ibUi^ to Gttd, and dad^^frbtts tb 
na It must be ibi^ken, 6r we cdniiot be ^bept- 
ied* The dfeafe of Christ hds opeh^d a Way fot- tMr 
pardon, but it had not bhkngeld the natuVe df siil. 
Wt cannottidrfc be tefipy ift the IbVfe ittd intttA- 
gewci^ K> thato if CSirifit hferd tidt ditt!^ He ba* 
our sins, that we being d^ad to 4hi, sh6tild Kve fo 
ri^itecffishess. tf Jesus thus luffetied, Wlikn our 
imquities were laid ujiOrt him ; What Vhiist thqr 
SBflef^ who, cdntirtUm^ ihirienittfnt, fitlally bear 
Acir dwn iiftcfulties ?i^If these things Werfe done 
In'a^en iWe, What ^Hl be doiie in the dry? 
IJodt t)n A ^itig S^ioUi- ; ddnsider hoW, and Wh)^, 
he suffered ; ia^tt your brfeastS undet a sente 6f 
gikilt ; riAplOre forgiviug mercy ; returil with peni» 
tent hesuts^ aiid i^6lutions of tte^ obedience. 

A. Here meditate t>n the ixxhiderful mercy of 
ihxL 

You see the goodnc^ tif God In his daily provi- 
deUce. You feel his kindness in supplying your 
•w^nls, hcaKrtg your infirmities, rescuing you from 
dan^rsi and raleving your pains. Great are the^ 
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mercies in themselves, but small in compaiiscMi with 
this which you now see. 

Here you bdiold his own Son given to be your 
Saviour* Here you see this Saviour crucified for 
youj suffering in your stead, ffying for your sins, 
that you mignt obtain pardon, life and glor^. God 
sent his Son to be a propitiation for your sins, that 
you might live through him. 
. Here then b a sure foundation for your &ith and 
hope. He who q>ared, not his own Son, but de- 
livered him up for us all. How shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things ? Go to God with 
deep repentance, and be assured, he will not cast 
you away. The blood, which has been shed, is 
sufficient to expiate, and the mercy which has been 
displayed, is sufficient to pardon the most accumu- 
lated guilt. Look unto Christ, and be ye saved. 
Behold him suffering for sinners like you, smite 
your breasts in deep contrition, and say, God be 
merdjul to us sinners. Thus may you return justi- 
fied, while they, who trust in their own righteous- 
ness, and commit iniquity, will be surprised with 
aggravated condemnation. 

5. Look here, and behold an instructive exarn-^ 
pie of patience and resignation. 

We live in a world full of adversity. Do wc 
censure the ways of God, and think our lot unde« 
servedly severe ? Let us turn our eyes to the suf- 
fering Saviour. — How calm, how patient was he, 
under trials far greater than ours ? He was brought 
as a lamb to the slaughter ; as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. Yet 
he suffered, not for his own sins, or for his own 
benefit, but for ours. We are corrected for our 
own profit. It is only, if need be, that we are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations. Let us 
learn of him, who was meek and lowly. When 
we consider the patience of our Redeemer, let us 
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rebuke our own complaints^ and chide ojor bctfyi 
spirits ;, let.us.siEite our bieasts iA-sbaiQi^iand leani 
\o be like him. 

6. Look to Christ and leam.tp despisfiihe world;. 
Are your aiections set on things below ? Ars 

you anxious for future supplies ?— ^Do youdi^tru^ 
dhe care of Providonoe under your worldly straits 
and embairassments ? — Consider hijn, who save 
iumself for you, that he. might deliver you m)ii^ 
this {^rese^jt evil world. Thinkhow he lived abpve 
E ; how contented he was in the most humble cpp- 
di'tion ; how he shewed the vanity of the world>. b]f 
dying on the crosa ;, what blessing his des^ lia3 
purcnased for believers ; and whither he is gone ta 
prepare for them a place witbi himseE Consider 
these things,^ and smite on your breasts, af)d say^ 
We are cnicified to the world, and the wo^U i3 cru* 
cified tons, by the cross of Christ* 

7. Look to Christ) andleara mei^^^eatf dt^Jon^ 
gjtveness* 

When you meet witht injuries. Do. ypyr p^ 
sions rise ? — Do malice, and reven^ kindle^ and 
glow in your breasts ? Think how different iji^as, tjip 
mind that was in Chirist. How calm and gentllp 
was he imder the greatest provocatioos ! Far ifrom 
the thoughts of revenge, he prayed for those who 
shed his blood. In fervent intercessions for them 
he employed his dying breath. Can you, with this 
example before you, suffer anger to rest in your 
bosoms ? — Come here, behold the most wonderful 
pattern of goodness and philanthropy, that ever 
was exhibited on earth, and then bid every resent- 
ful passion be still. — Come here, and forgive your 
enemies, and pray for them, who despitefuUy use 
you. — Come here, with a spirit of peace and love. 
oe like minded one toward another according to 
Christ Jesus. 

Vol.. I. O 
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Finally, kx>k to. Christ on the cross, and learn 
how to die. 

He <lied with full resignation. When nature re- 
coiled, and wished) if it were possible, to be saved 
'from die dreadful hour, he thought on the cause 
for which he came to that hour — ^he thought on his 
Father^s will, and said, " Thy will be done — Fath- 
er, glorify thy name.'* He died in the exercise of 
benevolence^ m love to mankind, in the forgiveness 
of, and in intercessions for his enemies. He died, 
committing his spirit into the hands of the God of 
truth, and contemplating the joy that was set before 
him. — As we should live like him, so like him we 
should die with resignation to God — with benevo- 
lence to men — ^with forgiveness of injuries, with 
prayers for our enemies, with faith in God's prom* 
ises, and with heaven full in our view. 

Thanks to our gracious Redeemer, who has giv- 
en us such an example to conduct us through the 
paths of life, and to guide us through the vaSey of 
death. O send thy good Spirit into our hearts, to 
form us according to tliine amiable pattern — ^to 
direct us in the way of peace — to comfort us in all 
our troubles — and to strengthen us in our last . con- 
ffict.— And when it shall be thy wiH to call us hence, 
enable us to die like thyself, and receive us to thy^ 
aelf ki glory. 
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SERMON IX^ 

The Works of God, as King of Saints^ ffreatanS 
marvellous. 

REVELATION xr. 9. 

Grtai and marviUou* art thy works. Lord God Almighty ; ju$t 
and irut are iky ways, tMou King of saints. 

X HIS is a part of the song of those^ who^ 
having adhered to the purity of religion, in times 
of greatpersecution, are now brought forth jfrom 
their suffering into a state of security and peace. 
Taking a review of God's dispensations toward his 
church, and his judgments upon her enemies, anil 
<x}ntemplating the happy, but unexpected result of 
all, in uie advancement of true religion, they are 
filled with admiration of his wisdom and goodness,, 
and especially of his providence toward his saihts^ 
which had long been mysterious, i)ut was now open* 
ing to their view. And, in the gratitude of their 
hearts, they break forth into this hymn of praise, a 
part of which has been read — Great and marveltoti^ 
are thy works — thou King of Saints — Who shall 
not Jear andglorijy thy name ? For thou art wor^r 
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if^. All nations shall come andworship before tkefi 
Jbr^tkjf^judgmtfAts mre made manifest. 

(xdd is nere ^^owte^d m the chamcter of 
King of stiints. 

His providential kingdom is universal and ever- 
lasting. His dominion is without bounds, and 
without end. AU creatures are uiider his care ; all 
events under his direction. Even ungodly men 
and apostate spirits are, in some sense, his subjects. 
Though they obey not the laws 6t his kingdom^ 
thev are under the restraints of his power ; and their 
actions and disign^ though tending to mischief Mid 
'tonfusion, a^fe overruled to serve the great puiposes 
of his government. ^^ The wrath of man will praise 
him, and the remainder of it he will restrain.'' In 
this sense wicked Qien are called his servants. They 
are used, in his providence, as instruments to ac- 
complish the purposes of his wisdom. 

But he is King of sOiMs in a more special and pe- 
culiar sense. 

-They vield a voluntary obedience to his govern- 
ment : And he adininisters his government in an 
immediate reference to their interest. They are 
tiie objects of his peculiar care, $utd he. causes all 
idlings to 'WOTk for their good. 

-A^id his works, as Kiftg df saints^ ore-great airid 
fnarvellous. Such indeed arc all his ti^orks ; hut 
inore eminendy such are the works, which respect 
his saints. 

We will iflustrate this important and pleasing 
Hhought. 

I. The work by which the saints are redeemed^ is 
great and marvellous. 

Voiihc human race, &llen mt6 jguilt and ruin, 
and tyin^ uiider a sentence of everlasting death, 
'"What remedy^ can citrat^d wisdom find?— Who 
can expiate their giiilt ? — ^Who can reverse flie sen- 
tence of God's la^ ^— Who can ransom Acm froia 
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miaeiy, and restore them to forfeitod life ? In tbf 
View of all wisdQm, but the divine, their cage ini,u§t 
appear desperate ; be wre, .when.it is considered, 
that a superiour order pf bei^igs, , having rebelled 
against their Sov^rei^, are cast <lown to heC, and 
reserved, in everlasting chains, under dar]^iess,tp 
the iiidgment of the grei^t day. 

When we behead the glorious ^Majesty of heav- 
en, whose justice spared not offending angels, qqw 
moved with compassion to fallen menr— providing 
for their recovery — ^appointing his Son to be thpjr 
Redeemer — sending him into the world clothed i^i 
their fleshy— laying on him their iniquitiesr— subject- 
ing him to death as.a sacrifice for them, and raising 
him fix)m the dead to be their advocate ; we can- 
not but adopt the language of the inspired Psalmist 
'— 77w if the Lord^s doing, and it is marveUQus in 
our ey^s* 

Kveiy step in this divln'e work increa3es our ad- 
miration. , It is wonderful that we should be re- 
'.deemed> when apostate spirits were left unregarded ; 
that a divine person should be constituted the Re- 
deemer — :that he should assume humanity and dwell 
on earth — that, instead of appearing in worldly 
dignity and power, he ;$hould make himself of no 
reputation— rthat he should submit toall the pains 
aiid dishonours of 4 most infamous and cruel death 
— ihat he should suffer death from the hands, ^ 
well as for the sins, of men— that, he should make 
his grave with the wicked in his death — that he 
should ascend to heaven with the body in which he 
suffered, and with this body should appear in the 
.presence of &od, as a continual advocate for us ! 

This is a scheme which angels behold with won- 
der, and "lyhich men should contemplate with great- 
fol astQiiishm^nt. 

You will ask, perhaps. Why did God choosy 
such a method for the redi^mptio^ of m^n ? But t^U 
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mc first, why he chose to redeem them at all. Yott 
will say, He redeemed them because he is merciful. 
I will add, He redeemed them in this method, be- 
cause he is wise. If we cannot discern the partic- 
ular reasons of this dispensation, then let us acknowl- 
edge, that the counsels of infinite wisdom are too 
deep to be fathomed by the line of human under- 
standing. The Apostle says, Christ cructjied is to 
the Greeks foolishness ; but to them who are cad- 
edy he is the wisdom of God ; because the foolish- 
ness oj God is wiser than men^ and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. 

The humble saint, convinced of his fallen state, 
feels his need of mercy ; and the mercy offered, he 
gratefully receives. He waits not to explore all the 
reasons of the gospel plan of grace, before he con- 
sents to take the benefit of it He thinks it enough 
for him, that mercy is offered to unworthy men* 
He esteems it a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners. He adores that wisdom which has 
devised so marvellous a plan of salvation,a plan which 
human wisdom could not have devised, nor 
can fully comprehend, even now when it is revealed. 

Some will ask, How can we place our depend- 
ence on a scheme of redemption, which is to us in- 
comprehensible ? But, let me ask, How can you 
depend on any thing else, which is beyond your 
comprehension ? — Can you tell, how your clothes 
warm you, or how your food sustains you ? Can 
you tell, how the grain, which you sow in your 
field, springs up and bears fruit ? — Will you neg- 
lect your husbandry, or abstain from the use of 
food and raiment, until you can unfold these natur- 
al mysteries ? If not, then go, and, with hum- 
ble gratitude, submit to the terms of the gospel — 
go accept of, and rejoice in, that great salvation 
which is offered you Uirough the Redeemer, whose 
•»^me, as well as work, is called ff'onderfuL 
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If we were to believe nothing but what we per- 
fectly comprehend, our creed would be very- 
short. If we were to do nothing, until we had dis- 
covered all the connexions between causes and ef- 
fects, our circle of action would be extremely con- 
tracted. God governs us as rational creatures. In 
common life, we act rationally, when we rely on 
the providence of God, in that course of conduct, 
which experience shews to be successful. In the 
religious life, we act rationally, when we receive di- 
vine revelation on competent evidence, and trust in 
God for glory and immortality, in that course of 
humble obedience, which his sacred word pre« 
scribes. 

However unsearchable the reasons of the great 
scheme of our redemption may be, the way in 
which we are to obtain die benefit of it, is plain and 
obvious. Repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ, are the conditions of salva- 
tion proposed in the gospel ; and these we find no 
difficulty to understand. The only difficulty is, the 
evil heart of unbelief, which departs from God — 
the hard and impenitent heart, which treasures up 
wrath against the day of wrath. 

The plan of redemption, though great and mar- 
vellous, is not so dark and mysterious, but that we 
discern in it much of the wisdom of him, who 
formed it. The sufferings of a Saviour for the sins 
of men, display, in the strongest light, the holi- 
ness and justice, the mercy and goo&ess of God. 
Nor can we conceive, how the £nger of sin, and 
the encouragement to repentance and virtue, could, 
in any other way, be so strongly exhibited to sin- 
ners. If God spared not his own Son, but deliver* 
ed him up for us all, How shall he not with him al- 
so freely give us all things? But if we sin wilfully, 
after we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
which, through this Savioiu-, offers pardon to re- 
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pefliing: sinners, tHere remain^th no mdfe s;acri]lce 
for sin; 

II. Great and mafvelldus sire those works of the 
l^itig^^of ^itits, by which he has communicated tHt 
kMnbledgc of this plan of salvation. 

It was the manifest purpose of God, tt> brihg his 
!$tibjects to glory in a way of obedience. Man, iii 
his first creation, was placed under a law ; obedi- 
cnti^ to this law was the condition of happiness ; by 
tftitisgfession he incurred the pen^ty of death, ft 
is neither agreeable to the character of God, nor to 
the nature of intelligent creatures, that they should 
enjoy happiness in a way of sin ; for sin is cotttrafjf 
to the design of God's moral government ; and^ iti 
its direct tendetvcy, productive of misery. 

When man had offended, it was necessary to his 
Repentance, that hope should be set before him ; for 
^thout the hope ot pardqn, there c^ 6e no suffi- 
<5ient motive to repentance. This hope cannot arise 
from the law; for law, as such, it^kes no provi- 
siOkr for pardon. It cannot be the result of reason ; 
for reason, tininstructed, cannot conclude that God 
will forgive. At most, it can but say, as thcNin- 
evites, WhocaiiteUif God wUl he merciful? And 
perhaps, without some divine intimation, it would 
not pi'oceed so far as this. The hope of the Nine- 
Vites, feeble as it Was, probably might be rather thi6 
efect of revelation, than of mere reason ; for thef 
had intercourse widi the Jews, and visits frottt the 
prophets of God. A direct, positive hope of par- 
don, must come in a way of revelation ; for if the 
offender deserves punishment, justice may inflict it ; 
and whether mercy will interpose to remit the pun- 
ishment, and on what terms it may be remitted, if 
at all, none but God himself can determine. God 
has therefore, in all ages, favoured mankind, at least 
a part of them, with revelation. And though, in 
6ome periods, it has been obscure, it has so &r dis* 
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eovered the mercy of God to pardon repenting sin- 
ners, as to encburage their humble appKcatipn to 
him. 

The promise made to the parents of our race, 
immediately after their lapse, 'gave a general assur- 
ance, that their lives should be spared for a season 
— ^that they should have posterity — ^and that, in 
some future period, one of tlieir posterity, and this, 
in a peculiar sense, the seed of the woman, should 
in a way of suffering, conquer that enemy who had 
brought sin aiid deaSi into the world. iTbis prom- 
ise was, from time to time, renewed in terms more 
clear and explicit ; particularly to Enoch, "Lamech 
and Noah, before, and to the patriarchs, after, the 
flood. As the term of human life was contracted, 
revelations became more frequent, because the cori- 
veyance^of religious knowledge by tradition, grew 
more uncertain. Repeated communications from 
heaven were made to Abraham, and the most ex- 
press assurance given him, that in his family a SaV- 
iour would arise, who should bless all the nations 
of Ae earth. In this family, the knowledge of the 
true God, and of a Saviour to come, was preserv- 
ed, partly by instruction, and partly by immediate 
revelations, until the time of Moses, when a gen- 
eral system of laws and institutions was given froih 
heaven, and committed to writing, for the benett 
of the Jewish nation, and others, who would come 
and join themselves to them. Of these institutions 
a considerable number were designed to pre- 
figure the Saviour, and point out the way of salva- 
tion through him. 

In addition to this revelation, God continued a- 
mong the Jews a succession of prophets, who be- 
ing mvinely instructed, often inculcated on thehi 
tiieir duty, reproved them for their sins, warned 
them of judffriients, and called them to repentance* 
AikI some of them in very plain and explicit terms^ 

Vol. L P 
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foretold the redeemer^ the time and manner of his 
appearance, his death and resurrection, and the 
way in which he would bring salvation to a guilty 
world. The word of prc^hecy was a light shining 
in a dark place, until the daystar arose > and as it 
approached nearer to th6 grand object, to which it 
pointed, it grew more bright and clear. 

Though die Jewish nation were favoured beyond 
others, me benefits of revelation were not confined 
to them. In the patriarchal age, Melchisedek^ 
Abimelech, Job, and several others, were honour- 
•cd with immediate discoveries of God's will, and 
some of them employed in communicating to man* 
kind the discoveries, which they had received- 
Many of the divine dispensations toward the JewSy 
were of such a nature, as might awaken the atten- 
tion of all around them, and give general convic* 
tion of the supremacy of the great Jehovah. The 
annual sc^emnities instituted in their law, were a- 
tlapted, and probably designed, to excite the in- 

auiry of their neighbours, and diffuse among them 
tie knowledge of religion. The travels of tlie 
prophets, and the frequent dispersions of the Jews, 
contributed much to disseminate this knowledge a- 
mong those who were remote from the land of Ju- 
dea. So that revelation was not so much confined 
to this one nation, as some have seemed to ima^ne. 
At the time of Christ's appearance, there was a 
general expectaticm of some extraordinary teacher 
and reformer to arise in Judea* 

Though this divine person confined his ministry 
chiefly to the Jews, yet he commissioned his Apos- 
tles to go forth and teach all nations. 

He came not only to redeem mankind by his 
death, but to teach divine truths more fully, and 
confirm them more strongly, than had been done 
before. After, he had finished his personal ministry^ 
md retuimed to the heavenly worlds his Apostles^ 
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under the guidance of his Spirit, wentfbrtli preach- 
ing the kingdom c^God, and proving their commis- 
sion and doctrine by signs and wonders, which 
none could perform, unless God were with them. 
The Gospel Revelation stands now established 
on the firm basis of divine testimony. As it was 
communicated by inspiration, so it was confirmed 
by miracles evidently divine. And notwithstanding 
aD the persecutions and changes, which the church 
has suffered, tins revelation, by the wonderful prov- 
idence of God, is still preserved. By this we may 
fiilly learn all, which concerns us to know, relating 
to &e grand scheme of our redemption, and the 
way to eternal glory. By this, not only are display- 
ed to men the unsearchable riches of Christ, but is 
also made known to principalities and powers m. 
heaven, the manifold wisdom of God. 

Great and wonderful are these works of the King; 
jof saints«> 

When we consider the allglorious God stooping 
from his throne to converse with sinful men, inspir- 
ing some with the knowledge of his will, and the 
foresi^t of futurity, empowering them to convey 
this knowledge to others, and endowing them with 
miraculous gifts to confirm the heavenly origin of 
their doctrine — ^when we behold him working won- 
der^ to aveaken the attention of stupid mortals, and 
bring them to a belief of the truth — ^when we see 
not only men, but angels ^ not only angels, but the 
Son of God himself, employed in ministering to our 
fellenrace — when we trace the gradual progress of 
Revelation from the apostacy to the appearance of 
the Redeemer — when we observe how Revelation, 
granted to particular persons or nations, was made 
subservient to instruction of numbers besides, in. 
distant nations, and remote ages — when we reflect 
how the knowledge of religion has been preserved, 
and its total extinction prevented, even in times of 
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^^at ignorance and superstition — we mu&t admire 
me divine wisdom and goodness^ and say. Marvel- 
lous are thy works, O King oF saints. 

feut it" pod has done so many marvellous works 
to make known his will to men, some will ask, Why 
has Jie not made it known universally ? — If revela- 
tion is so important, as from these works it seems 
to be, Why has it, in all ages, been so partial f 

feut, What is that to you ? God has granted you 
this privilege ; see that you improve it. If others 
are not ifavoured as highly, this cannot justify your 
peglect. Adopt the language and sentiment of tlie 
blessed Redeemer, when he rejoiced in spirit, and 
said, / thank thecy O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earthy thaty though thou hast hidden these things 
Jfom the wise andprudenty thou hast revealed them 
to babes. 

Is Revelation less useful to you, because there 
iu'e many who have not known it ? Or, Will you 
be excusable in your contempt of it, because you 
have been preferred to them r No : He who knows 
his Lord's will^ and does it not, will be beaten with 
many stripes. 

Will you question the truth of Revelati6n. be- 
cause it is confined to a part of our fallen race r As 
well might you question the reality of human rea- 
son, because some are destitute of this ; and a- 
. mong those who enjoy it, some possess it in a- 
much higher degree than others. Remember that 
God is sovereign in the distribution of his favours, 
and divides them among his creatures severally as 
he will. His works are marvellous and unsearcha- 
ble. Infinite wisdom doubdess sees sufficient rea- 
sons, why some, rather than others, enjoy Revela- 
tion, though these reasons are not obvious to us. 
i Perhaps the partialit}^ of Revelation is more ow- 
ing to men's own fault, tlian is generally imagined. 
There are few nations, but what have heard of the 
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^oisp^. Were there A^ong m^ikind the «atne to- 
lieftude to ^crquire, and to spread the knowledge of 
rrfigion, as to improve arts and commerce, thegfos- 
pel would be far more generally known, Miny 
nations, now in a state of i.^norance, once enjoyed 
Revelation, but have put it from them ; and the 
infidelity of one generation has entailed ignorance 
on those which succeeded ; as we see, in a Chris- 
tian land, the impiety of the father often corrupts 
and destroys the children. 

After all, it must be remembered, that God will 
finally judge all men according to the talents which 
they have received. To whom he has committed 
much, of them he will ask the more. 

Some perhaps will be curious to know. Wheth- 
er they, who enjoy not the. gospel, can be saved? 
But such curious questions need no answer, be- 
cause they, in no respect, concern us. The Judge 
of all the earth wili do ri^ht. That God who has 
given a Revelation, can, m such ways as he pleas- 
es, com^uTiicate himself to thbse who seek after 
him ; *for great and marvellous are his works. 

There is another question more important, and 
ntore easily answered. Whether we who enjoy the 
gospel, can be saved, if we live in opposition to it? 
TTiis is a question which the gospel hafe decided? 
TTtey who put the woird of God from them, judge 
theffnsdves unworthy of eternal life. Behold, ye 
despisers, and wonder and perish. To such a ques- 
tion the teme answer fa to be given, as our Saviour, 
gave to one who asked him a similar question-^- 
Whether few ^ould be saved ? Strive to enter in 
at the strait gate. Be not curious to know, how it 
Will fere wkh others. Be solicitous for yourselVes. 
Work out your own salvation ; for tnariy who ^- 
joy the efffersand means of salvation, wffl, tHrdugK 
their own neglect, perish, atnd be lost foreVeh 
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The Works of God, as King of Saints^ great and 
marveUous. 



,xv>/>^..^^ 



REVELATION xv. }. 

Grc^ and nutrvell&ut are thy xoarks, Lard God Almighiy ; jwsi 
and true are iky way9, ihou King of tahus. 



G< 



rOD is here acknowledged in the charac- 
ter of King of saints. And his works, as King of 
saints, are called ^^a^ and ;72an;^/ibf/^. 

These works of God we are humbly attemptii^ 
to illustrate. 

We have shewn, 

L That the work of redemption, which God 
has wrought, and in which the saints are peculiarly 
interested, is a marvellous work. 

IL That the various revelations, by which God 
has brought the saints, in the several a^s of the 
world, to the knowledge of this redemption, are al* 
so marvellous. 

I proceed now to a farther illustration of this 
grand and solemn themq. 

III. The dispensations of God*s providence to- 
ward the church, in correcting and punishing her 
for her declensions, and in delivering her out of 
dangers and afflictions, are great and marveUous. 
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^ These are the works, to which our text especial- 
ly refers. When John saw the sevea angels, hav- 
ing the seven vials of plagues, which were last to 
be poured on the earth, before the commencement 
of the glorious ^tate of the church, then he heard 
the saints, who had gotten the victory over their 
enemies, singing this song — Just and true are thy 
tvays — great and marveUotis are thy works^ thou 
JKing of saints* Who shall not fear and glorify thy 
name f For thou only art holy. All nations shall 
-worship before thee ; for thy judgements are made 
manifest. 

The church has, in all ages, been the object of 
God's peculiar care. Amidst all the revolutions, 
and all the corruptions, which have been in the 
world, this has been supported, and in it the knowl- 
edge of the true religion has been preserved. 

When all flesh had corrupted God's way on the 
earth, Noah was found righteous ; and he, with 
his household, was saved m that general deluge, 
which destroyed the rest of the human race. 

Afterward, when idolatry had almost overspread 
the world, Abraham was called forth from among 
his kindred, that in his family the worship of the 
true God might be maintained. His posterity, 
when they were exposed to extinction by a famine, 
were miraculously preserved by a call to settle in 
Egypt. Here, for several generations, they were 
kept a distinct people, and then delivered by a 
mighty hand, and formed into a national and eccle- 
siastical state in the land of Canaan. 

With a view to the maintenance of religion, God, 
for several hundreds of years, supported and de- , 
fended this people, to whom he had committed his 
oracles ; while other nations were destroyed, and 
the remembrance of them blotted out from under 
heaven. 

When their iniquities were grown so great, that 
God gave them up to the power of the king; of Baby- 
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Ion, 8^ they were the objects of his providential 
care. While other captivated nations were lo^ 
among their conquering enemies, the Jews remain- 
ed distinct ; and, after a captivity of seventy years, 
were restored to their country, and reinstated in 
their privileges. 

To make way for their return, a surprising revo- 
lution takes place in Babylon. This monarchy, 
which had long been the scourge and terror of oth- 
er nations, becomes subject to the Persian power ; 
and Cyrus, a ju^ and benevolent prince, being ex- 
alted to the throne, proclaims liberty to the Jews, 
and encourages and assists them in rebuilding their 
ancient city and temj^. Amidst all the changes of 
the great empires of the world, this small people 
were strangely preserved. And thou^ they were 
always hated, aod often conquered, they were never 
totally destroyed. 

No reason can be assigned, why they were thus 
distinguished, but because God would not blot out 
the knowledge of the true religion from the world, 
nor take from them his kingdom, until the time 
was come, when it should bNS given to other na- 
tions. 

No less remarkable have been the dealings of 
Providence toward the Christian church. 

The religion of Jesus was first preached by a 
small number of Apostles, who had nothine^ to re- 
commend them, but the simplicity of their man- 
ners, the reasonableness of their doctrines, and the 
evidence of their miracles ; while they were every 
where opposed by all the prejudices and powers of 
the world. But yet, under their ministry, the 
word of God mightily grew and prevailed. In a 
few years it spread over a great part of the Aen 
known world. Christian churches were planted in 
almost every province of the Roman empire : Yea, 
in the city of Rome itself, the $eat of Ae empire^ 
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AcK i^as ft fthucdijof Cfarist ( jtnd tbi^ wsnt saints 
er£D in Cesar's houaelicU* 

Tiie Ovifiitiftn ckurcfa, iriAout woiidlf veaJth, 
pr ar^ar power^ lived and ^nod strength tbrcMu^ 
iesk viokot persecuiieas, iy£kh^imd£r mc heathen 
BoiQiin cuipke, eootinued, vidi some intennis- 
fiioas^ fpr llie space of two hundred and forty yjearat 

la the time of Coostaotiae the Great, these 
JdDodf poraecutioos ceased, and the church enjoy;- 
«d seoiifity and peaoe. It dow migfadly flourishod 
andfHospecrd. But its proaperky was only &w a 
aeaMn. In & &\r ye^ois, gross corruptloM of docr 
triae and ^discipline €i£pt into k ; and isveo idolotiy 
Itself began to rear ks head* Wlo^ idolatry ap^- 
poaisdi .&e sapirk of persecution (jrotuFned with att 
Its fcrnor (vmilcsiee and malignby* They who 
yxeserysed ^ fjrimkive pudt^r of i:eligion, wexe 
iio)rfiecaeoutad by a^tidu-istian Rome, as Chrisp 
iianky itself iiad before j^een persecuted iby pagw 
Bome. But stHl there .vas a nuikiber of ibravie and 
fiious 80^ who, in .C9titeiapt of jiiroridly dangfn 
And aiiferin^ inrariahly adhered to the Ime iisdlii- 

l^ion pf \Ci»8^ 

Wlien vice, s^aperstkion and ignwanoe, had 
mAfif ^spread, ^and nearly ^established their gloomy 
^o.*ninian in ihcvChrisloan world, .God, by ft wioil- 
derful providence, raised up some extraordisidfvr 
siocA, i/riio, animated wifh primkive lartkude ^nd 
jaeal, alood forth in the cause ^ ftrath, QPF)9«$i^ 
^diexrcorsapd corruptions of the age, braved 1^ 
^uodeiB c^ the Roman pontiif, and the terrors fif 
the civil power, and in a few years carried :their)r&- 
formation to «udi a suiprising extent, that leven 
^ficiiK^es and potentates embraced it, and lent jth^ 
ttd in its support and defence. 

Had half the pow^, ^fKbieh has boeo iem^9}^ 
to subvert the Christian church, been dk>Pft%^ 
against any other people, it would soon have swal- 

VoL. L Q 
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lowed them up, or worn them out. The greatest 
and most formidable empires of the world have 
been overturned from their basis, and utterly dc- 
nroKshed. Where is now the Assyrian empire, 
once so terrible to other nations? Where is the 
Persian empire, which extended from India to E- 
thiopia ? — Where is the Grecian empire, which 
.boasted the conquest of the world ? Where is the 
Roman empire, which succeeded, and was the 
mightiest of them all ? — They have all lost their 
^mcient figure and importance- The three former 
have scarcely a name : The last but little more« 
'But amidst all die oonvulsions of kingdoms, and 
-changes of empire, the church still lives. It has 
•sometimes been brought low, but never has it whol- 
ly ceased* . God remembers his ancient promise.— 
Though Intake a fuU<ndxf ail natumt^ IwiU not 
make a full end of thee — Though I correct thee^ it 
4hall be in measure^ He has often punished her for 
her declensions, but has not utterly forsaken her. 
He has removed her from place to place, but has 
never removed her from the earth. Great and mar^ 
veUous are thy worksy Lord God Almighty / Just 
and true are /hy ways J thou Kin^ of -saints. 

How manifest is it to observation, that there is a 
holy, just and wise Providence, which governs the 
nvwld ? 

How evident is the divine original of the sacred 
scriptures, whose predictions and prophecies are 
continually fulfilling before our eyes, as in other 
instances, so very remarkably in the preservation of 
the church. 

How conspicuous is God's care for his church in 
all ages ! — ^And how dangerous must it be to oppose 
her mterest, corrupt her purity, and disturb her 
peace ! He who toucheth thee^ says her God, touch*^ 
eth the apple of mine eye. 
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How diplorabic must be the state of a people, 
who, having enjoyed the dispensation ofthegospel^ 
sufer it to be lost in their hands t 

How carefiilly should a people,, professuig the 
gospel, goard against dedensions in religion ? Met' 
member from whence thoit artfalleny says Christ 
to his churches in Asia,, and repent and do the first 
works. Be watchfid, and strengthen the things 
tvhich remairK Remember haw thou hast received 
and heard:, and hold fost and repent. If thou shah 
not watchy IwUl come quickbfy and remove thy can* 
dlestichout of its place ^ 

From the gracious promises of scripture, and 
from the marvellous works of Providence, we may 
be assured, that the King of saints will maintain 
fiis kingdom in the world, as long as the sun and 
moon shall endure. But of its continuance with us 
we can no longer be assured, than while we submit 
to its laws, and attend on its institutions. And if it 
should be continued, we can on no other conditions 
obtain a personal share in its eternal blessings. We 
are warned, that many of the children of Ae king- 
dom will be east into utter darkness, because they 
have been workers of iniquity ; while other sub. 
jects from unknown, nations^ and from all quarters 
ef the globe, shall come and sit down, in the king^ 
dom of God. 

With what jojrful assurance may we look forward 
to the happy period foretold in scripture, when the 
kingdoms o£ this world shall submit to the govern^ 
teent of Jesus Christy the fulness of the Gentiles 
shall come in, and all Israel shall be saved ? 

The great and marvellous works of God, in be- 
half of his churchy are sure pledges and earnests of 
die accomplishment of those promises, which re- 
q>ect her glory and extent iip the latter days- 

The present condition of the Jewish nation^ is* a 
sferiking- evidence both of the truth of the gospel^ 
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arid of their fntofire incor^omrioii #tth €ii| Chriifian 
csburch* Though they aive dis|>ei;8ed atnong all te* 
tions ; hated and deispbed (^ all Mankiiid ; oftea 
Mnished f^om ovk place to anoiher^ and opprd^teed 
wher(^ tbey are ; tfaongb ^tuty na where snbsisl m a 
luitidnal capacity^ and few df theifi possess lah^ of 
their own ; yet they remain every where AsSiieCv 
in r6!5pe6t both of &eir natkto and r^figioiiy and 
hxve never tningied with tl^ieir li^ighboursw THey 
Aave hod every tnotive^ wMch a peb^ cbnld hirre^ 
to Asta^ their national and religious distinction ; for» 
on account of both, they have often been clp^ire^^ 
imI, and always despised ; and yet of bolh they are 
ibiHdIy tenacious^ A siifr^ instimce never waS 
known. The gospel which has expi^s^y CoretdA 
so singular and imptobable an evenly mAt Ix^ di^ 
ynvtt. The design of Providence^ Conoiming. thaa 
f«o)ile, cannot be doubtfuL The time is ooming^ 
when they Msdl turn fo the Lord^ and be grafted 
again into his church, from whenoe tbey wrtrs brofe- 
tn off by unbdief. 

We proiEeed to obsefte farther^ 

IV. That work, by which Ood fits sriA prepaits 
Ae saints for glory, is great and marvdlcNiis. 

Mankind, in their faHen state^ are repcesented 
as dead in trespasses and sins. While they are tto- 
der the power of a vicious and corrupt heart, tb6|r 
are incapable of enj^ing the feUcities of God's 
heavenly kingdom* That change, by which thqr 
are made meet for this kiiigdom, is in scriptii^ 
called a wt>rk of God. Ke be^ils^ and be penorms 
it. Nbt only die external ilheans of this clmng^ A^ 
from hitn, but there is also a kindly operation of his 
Spirit, which accompanies ^m, and gives dieih 
iheif efficacy. The Apostle says. The weapmm qf 
our warfare are rM carnal^ but ihigkiy ihnnigk 6ml 
to the pulling down of strong hokk. 

To express the greatness of this wwk^ the goB^ 
pel compares it to a new creation^ a heavenly birth. 
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a reH&reeiidn from the d6adr ^' If any itnti be ift 
Christy he i» a* firw erMture*^ ^* £zo^6iie bf 
lipn^ /r^ffi o^Mw, he cantot see the kioadom of 
God." "Vouhathheyi/ir*«ffrf*-^^ "YcawrtfU 
ch with Chriat^ thioiigb the &kh ef the epenitioa 
af God.^^ 

The eonrei^km of n AmtTf is a great werk^ ie 
il makes in luib a m^httf chOMge. 

He kfbnfted te a new temper — n Hiafde partaker 
«f a divioe natufe-'^hai^ the saitte mind in him^ ae 
was in Chiist. H^ walkein newaeas of life« Cboe 
he wiAed actorditi^to the course of the Worlds an4 
yielded himself a servant to i^Edeanfiess^ addkif 
ifii^tj mito iniquity : Now be yields himaeif t9 
Godr as one who is alive from the dead^ and his 
iffeAkbers insti^mehts of rig^teoosnesa to Go^ 
Once he {^ced his afieotions on ear^y thinga; 
BOW Aey ascend to thingi above. He was onee un^ 
der guih imd c<M)denu)alion ; now he b brought v^ 
Id a fitate of peace \(^ God^ and is las^ aft heir 
^ the heavenly inherkante* 

This is a marveUoiis work, as it is » tvork of 
marvelbms grace. 

By grace are ye idved^ a^fs St. Paul) mtd ihai 
not of yourselves ; it is the gi/i af God. With rd- 
qiect to himself^ he says, I Stained mercy / and 
the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundani. 
When llie saint reviews his fcHmer guilty life^ his 
stupidity, hardness ctf heart, unbelief^ abuse of 
privileges, resiBtance of the S|>irit, and ofqposition 
to the sentiments atid convictions of his oinii coiv- 
fitiience; he adAiires that grace, whi^ e&ctuaUy 
wrou^ in him to awricen hiiA/ and bring him to 
lepentamie aiid newtie6d oi life« He sayft^ Bt^ the 
grt^e of Ocd I um wtM J am. And^ Go4hatk 
ihetM the exceeding riches ^ hk grace in his land- 
ness to me by Jesus Christ. 

TUb is a marvellous work^ na it i& Wrought m n 
marveUom m^tkner* Our Lei#d says to >fte od e m u<t 
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TThe wind bhweth where it listethy and thou hearetf 
the sound thereof; but canst not tell whence k com^ 
ethy nor whither it goeth. So is every oncy who rr 
torn of the Spirit. 

The nature of the change itself is very plain. It 
is the turning of the heart from the love of «n, to 
the love of holiness : The effects of it are also easy 
to be understood. These are putting off the old 
man with his deeds, and putting on tne new man» 
which b created after God in righteoitsness and true 
holiness. But the manner in which the Spirit opew 
rates to effect this change, is, like other <Uvine op- 
erations^ wonderfbl, and, in a great measure, in- 
explicable. We know not how our own spirits 
move and actuate our bodies ; much less can wc 
explain, how the Divine Spirit influences and di- 
rects our minds. But we must believe, that that 
immense Being, who is above all, through all, and 
in us all ; who compasses us around, and possesses 
our hearts and our reins, is able to excite in us piu 
ous thoughts and resolutions, to work in us holy 
and spiritual dispositions, to guide and assist us ih a 
virtuous and heavenly course, without suspending 
the exercise of our rational faculties^ or controllmg 
our moral freedom. 

This is a great work, as it is effected by dkoine- 
power. 

A soul habituated to vice, and opposed to holi- 
ness, is called enmity to God. To subdue this en- 
mity and opposition, must be a divine work. The 
gospel is mighty, through Gody to the pulling down 
of strong holds. The word, as the sword of the 
Spirit, becomes quick and powerful. Sinners are 
made willing subjects to God, in the day of his 
power. But though the Spirit works powerfully, it 
works not mechanically or compulsively, but kind- 
ly and rationally, and in a manner adapted to the in- 
tellectual mind. We are to work out our salvation,, 
because' God works in us. It may be added^ 
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This is a great and marvellous work, as it is irU 
Jinitely important. 

The unrighteous cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God. They must be washed and sanctified by the 
Spirit of the Lord. To be carnally minded is death : 
To be spuitually minded is life and peace. 

How solicitous should we be to become the sub- 
jects of this great work ; and to know whether wc 
are the subjects of it ? 

Let none imagine conversion to be a small and 
trifling chan^ ; or religion to be a careless and su« 
perficial business. 

Let none be satisfied with any evidence of their 
conversion, short of an habitual temper of holiness^ 
discovering itself in a steady course of obedience 
to the gospel of Christ. 

Let none delay the work of repentance, under aa 
apprehension^ that to accomplish it will always be 
at their own option, whenever they find occasion. 
K it is a work in which they are dependent on the 
grace of God, let them apply themselves to it now, 
when they have most reason to hope fpr this grace. 
There is such a thing as total hardness of heart. 
The longer the sinner neglects the concerns of reH- 
gion» the greater is his danger of falling into this 
awful state. Therefore, seek the Lwd, while he 
may be found, and call upon him while he is near. 

V. The dispensations of God^s providence to- 
ward particular saints^ in bringing them to g^ory, 
are great and wonderf uL 

All tlungs work together for good to them who 
love God. The eyes of the Lord are upon them, 
and his ears are open to. their cry. He not only 
bears their prayers, but does for them exceeding a^ 
bundantly above all that they ask or think. 

He answers their prayers in ways unknown to 
them — ^grants them many favours beyxMid what thejr 
asked, or could even imagine — causes those events 
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to<]pentefor^iFflpkitualgood» wlq<:h seemed to 
wear a different aspect^ and to have a eo^itraiy texu 
diency^-He(Midttcts tfiem along through dangers, 
vHkich ^y thought it imfossible to escape, and de* 
livers them Iram many hidden evils of which th^ 
had no apprehension, luitil after ihey had p^tlhem. 
He employs his «)gds as miHistriDg spirils to 
<he heh^ of salvation, smd directs aM die roethodf 
of his providence to their ultimate sa£q|^ and hap? 
piness* 

' When the saints, tmoe arrived to 4^ 3i^%veniy 
world^ shall from thence take a neview of pas( 
seenes, I ^tiestion ^ic^t, but diey Jwili h^ filled «rith 
Ihankfol adnttation of G^^ gveat and niiun^ikHfts 
wofks towards them, «4<ile they dwelt botew. 
They will then see, how th^ w«re deiiveiifsd lioiii 
fitidh a danger^ resf^ied from such « tempMdon, and 
can4ed sefe^ above siv^ ^ anare. Thef wifl li^/m^ 
see, how sneh w adversity roused Chem to a sense 
t>f duty, siueh a disappointment pffevenXed some fia^ 
4al transgression, such^ prayer was answered, ^9fkk<dk 
ihey thought had been lost in air, such a desine was 
in mercy daiied, and audi an event, (though strQiij|- 
fy deprecated, was produc^ve of subisftan;^ ^ooA. 
They will then ^ee, how they have been jpy stenonsr 
1y conducted along through this dangerous and ea. 
snaring world, end brought at last to the veabns lof 
^secQiity end y>y. They wiU find the truth of the 
&iviour's pronusG-r-'^Aal / do thou kmm^st not 
myw ; but thou shalt know hereof tor. It wjjl >be 
no inconsiderable part itf their felicity, to see the 
^nysteries of Providence unfolded, and the intrioale 
scenes, which <)nce perplexed their reason, andtri. 
edtheir iaith, ell unravelled, and made plain to their 
view. They will then admire the order of those 
providences, which once looked like coitfusion ; the 
wisdom of those di^)en^tion8, which once appear- 
ed unaccountaUe ; and the kiad inte&donof those 
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divifie works, which once, they thought, were a« 
gainst them. They wiU then tune their haupa to the 
heavenly song — Great and marvellous are thy warks^ 
Lierd God Almighty^ just arid true are thy ways^ 
thou King of saints. 

But die most surprizing scene of all, is the ^oiy 
and felicity of the heaverdy state into which ^ey 
have entered. 

While they dwell on eardi, faith looks up to the 
superiour world, with high and lively expectation* 
It meditates with pleasure on the image of heaven 
drawn in the sacred pages, and anticipates a small 
portion of the good which is there. It believes that 
the boldest description of language~^ea, the lofii. 
est flight of imagination falls fsr short of the glori- 
ous rMlity. But when they actually arrive to yon- 
der wcnrld, how will they be surprised to find the 
▼ast disparity between former conceptions and pres« 
ent enjoyments ! When they perceive themselves 
in die immediate presence of the all glorious Jeha» 
vah, in the company of the blessed Jesus, and sur* 
rounded by congratulating aneels and fellow saints ; 
Whai they feel themselves discharged from their 
conflicts with sin and temptation, and freed from 
every perverse tod untowardlv motion : When 
they find every virtuous disposition suddenly rip^ 
cned to its properperfecticMi ; their minds expand- 
ing to admit new and vast ideas of God and the 
works of God ; and their spiritual affections now 
purged from the foul dregs of sensuality and world* 
ly care, and rising aloft in the purest and warmest 
devotion — What will they say ? — ^With what s<Migft 
will they express the rapture of their joy ? They 
win know the truth of the Apostle's sentiment — a 
sentiment, which, under severe trials below, thej 
could scarcely realize. / reckon that all the suffer-- 
ings of the present time^ are not xuortky to be com^ 
par id with the glory which shall be revealed, T%fiffC 
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fyrht afflictions^ xjfhich are hut fir a moment^ wprJt 
fir t(s a fir more eocce^ding and etqrnal weight qf 
'^lortf. Then the great Redeemer will be forever 
glorified ifi his sainl;Sj^ aIul€tmla^y^^dmiI«din Iheni 
wliobelieve. 

Come then, ye saints, icon?mit all your cares to 
Qod, Why your anxiety about the events of time ? 
Why your fears of afBiction, poverty and death ?— » 
Why faijbs your courage, whra dangers seem to 
await you ? — Why sink yoair q;)irits, when adver- 
sity pressjes upon you ? — Your God is King qf 
saints. Just and true are his way»— gr^at and mar* 
yellous are his works. Who shall not fear and glo- 
rify his name ? Trust your God, and he will sus- 
^^you; caUonhin^, and he will hear you ; seek 
tim, and he will deliver yo^ in all your troubles^ 
His grace Is with you^-^tis providence watdies ovop 
you-n-hi« angels ^enca^p around you« O tast^ and 
f^thatheisgokxL ^€»sedis4heTnan, who tnisU 
i^thmlum. Fear him, ye his saints; for there i^ 
UQ want to them who fear him, 

Ti^ troubled scene of things will soon be closed^ 
^lory and joy await you in a pijrer and brighter 
ivorld. There you will give praise to €U)d for aU 
)lb injork^ ; yea, for m^y ^f those works which 
m)w cause anguish and grief, 

Leit i^ be your only s€li<pitude to walk wgrthy of 
1^^ who has called you tQ his kbgdom and ^oiy. 
you have set your feces toward heaven ; go on with 
constancy and courage in the path of righteousness 
9nd truths lodking forward "'^ ' e glory which will 
fiooii be revealed. Uiider eve4. , lictionand tempt. 
^tio<i, maintain your confidence -aid hope ; for light 
j|a.sown for the righteous^ and gladness fof tl^ up- 
fiebtti^ heart. 
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God glorified in the Punishmeni of Sinnen, 

ApVEJ^ATIOir auju f| ti » 

MimfieriJkteikings I keorAag^rmn vnee q^mucfyeopte in kemoem,. 
^y>"^> Alkluj^k, sdtvatioM, and glory, and Mandttr^ and pow^ 
tff tatto the Lord &ttr God. Pot true and righteous arc tti$ 
judgmeiUi, for iU hdikjudgtd thegriai Mor^, i^ck did eor^ 
TvptthogMkvritkkerformeatwm, and ha0t aioenged the hlo&d 
ef kh ierpanis at her hand. And again Aey ioid, AUeitifah i 
•mi her smoke rose up forever tmd ei^er. 

X HIS great whore, which corrupted the 
earth with her fornication, andw^ucb, in the 17ik 
chapter^ is called Babylon the Qreat^ the Mother of 
Harlots^ is supposedf, by interpreters, to be the 
Chufch of ^me. &ie had been the chief promo, 
ter of idolatij and superstition^ which, in the Ian% 
g;iiage of scnpture, are often stiled fomiosition and 
adulterj* The 18tb chapter describes the destmc* 
tions cff lius idolatrous power,^ and the general la* 
mentation, which, on that occasion,, should be heafxt 
among the nations connected with her. But while 
Aoee nations moimied, the church of God should 
give thanksy. and heaven itself should join< ia th» 
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praise. Id our text the heavenly church is introw 
duced, as uniting with the church on earthy in a 
hymn of adoradon and thanks to the great Ruler of 
the world, for the happy revolution which he had 
made in favour of true religion — for the great sal- 
vaticMi which he had 'granted to his suffering aer- 
vants — and for the righteous punishment which be 
had inflicted on their implacable enemeis. 

We will make some observations on this seraph* 
ick hymn which has now been read. 

t. The number of the heavenly inhabitants is 
vasdy great* John heard the voice of much people 
in heaven. 

The angels, who kept their first state, are an m- 
numerable corn^my. The saints, who came out 
of great tribulation, are called a multitude^ which 
no man can number. There are nations of them 
who are saved* 

If in that ^riod of Christianity,^ when idolatry 
and superstition most prevailed, and when the vie 
lence of persecution obstructed the influence of re- 
ligion, there were such multitudes brought to glory. 
How inconceivably great must be the final number 
of happy beings. When all who were saved befcare 
^ that .period, all who have been saved since, and all 
who shall be saved in the unknown succession of 
future a^es, shall be collected in the heavenly woiid ? 

The time marked in the text, is when Babylon 
ihe great, or the antichristian church, is totally de«. 
stroyed. After this Satan is bound a thousand years, 
pure religion spreads without opposidon, the nations 
walk in the light of God's church, and into it Ac 
kings of the earth bring their riches and their glory. 
If thcire are much people in heaven at the time point- 
ed out in the vision, how amazing will be the num- 
ber at the consufnmation of all things ! 

It must be pleasing to a benevolent mind to look 
forward) and contemplate the vast sum of human 
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happiness, which shall ultimately result from the' 
gospel. When we look around, and see errour 
and vice abounding — many nations destittite of 
the TOspel— among those who enjoy it, many liv- 
ing m direct opposition to it, and more treating it 
with utter neglect ; we feel a melancholy pity for 
our fellow sinners, who appear to be in great dan- 
ger for want of the gospel, or in danger still great- 
er by their dxise of it* But our minds are much 
relieved in contemplating the brighter side of the 
scene, which exhibits to our view such numbers of 
the human race, who shall eventfuUy become par« 
takers of the offered salvation. Delightful is the 
tfiou^t, that truth will finally prevail against er- 
rour, and virtue triumph over vice. God will gadi«. 
er out of his kingdom aU things which offend, and 
them who do iniquity, and will cast them into a fur* 
nace of fire ; and then the righteous shall shine forth 
in the kingdom of their Father, numerous as the 
stars, and glorious as the sun shining in his strength. 

II. The people in heaven are much employed in 
the social exercises of devotion. John heard them 
calling on one another to ** praise God," and as- 
cribe to his name ^^ salvation, honour, glory and 
power." 

The saints on earth are not entire strangers to 
this employment. They see much of God's glory 
displayed in his works. They behold bright dis- 
coveries of his purity, goodness and wisdom, in 
his word. They experience the power of his grace, 
and the riches of his mercy toward themselves. And 
in the contemplation, their hearts are often wanned 
with gratitude, and their lips are tuned to praise. 
But, compared with the heavenly state, this is a 
scene of darkness, sorrow and sin : Hence prayer, 
humiliation, repentance and watchfulness, make a 
great part of then- work. In heaven it will be oth- 
erwise. Joy and gratitude will fill every soul; 
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tbankagiving and praise will sound through the ¥ase 
assembly. They will hav^ cle^ and distinct views 
of the divine glories and works. The mysterie* 
which here perplex them, will be unfolded to their 
understanding. They will see justice, wisdom and 
goodness, in those di^nsatitons which now are 
wrapt in clouds and darkness. They will be dettv^ 
ered from the inefumlHunce of the ffesh, and from 
the diversions of sensible things. They will ani* 
mate and warm each other by mutual zeal and love^^ 
!bi thatnumerous assembly there will be no inters 
iering designs, jarring affections^ and discordant 
Toices. John heard the voice of much people, aihd 
their voice was one. Praise God-^StUaatim and 
ghry to him. How rarely do we find much peofte 
to earth joined together in the same mind, and 
speaking the same things ? In civil society, men 
lave their diflferent wcM'kUy views^ ; in religious so* 
eiety. Christians havetheirvarioias sentiments^ foi' 
which they contend with too bitter zeal, and too 
unyielding obstinacy. How often do we see those 
-mho have covenanted to walk and worship together^ 
dividing into parties, withdrawing from each other's 
tomnmidon, and judging on^ another, instead ^ 
provoking to love and good works ! — Will it be so 
m heaven ?— No ; if it were so, heaven wotild 
eease to be itself. Love is there mabde perfect : It is 
the life and soul cS happiness. There will be dif-^ 
Serent degrees of perfection and gloiy ; but there 
will be no envy on the one part, or pride and inso- 
lence on the other ; no unsocial passions, or ma* 
fignant tongues. AH voices will sweetly mingle in 
the praise of the common Creator and Redeemer ; 
the voices of that irniumeraUe multitude will be as 
one. 

We see then how the worship of God on esoth 
must be performed, that it may rise with ac- 
ceptance to heaven. It must be performi^d, as it is 
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in heayen, wkh social and benevolent afiectiona» 
There can be no tomplete happineas without aociety* ^ 
Even heaven^ if we were to be there in a stole of 
soUtude> would lose much of its delight. In sod«- 
ety there can be no happiness without union. The 
saints in glory, are described, as acting with one 
design, and praising God with one voice. There 
is no acceptable woraliip without a sficit oi peace 
and lave. We must be like minded one toward an- 
Bother, that we may with oae mind and one mouth 
^cxrify God. By a temper of love we are to pie- 
pare for heaven ; and by union in divine worship 
we are to improve our love- This temper we moat 
ever ^m to carry vdth us into the worship of God ; 
and with a view to strengthen and exah it, all the 
ports of wcHTship nwst be conducted. So capitsd m. 
the Christian scheme is this grace, that we are di>- 
rected, above all things, to put on charity-**-toki¥e 
fervent charity amoneourselve^— *talove one anoth- 
er witha pure l»art ^rvendy* It is by the love of 
the bradu^a^ that we are to prove to ourselves that 
we have passed from death to life, and manifest to 
f^her^ that we are the ^sciples of Christ. While 
we woKsl^ God together in peace and love, we are 
preparing for the world of love. When we make 
the wor^oip of God an occasion of disunion and 
contention, we pervert it to a contrary effect. To 
them who are contentious and obey not the truth, 
will be rendered indignation and wrath. 

III. Here is pointed out to us one principal sub- 
ject, of the heavenfy- devotion.-— ^^ Salvation, and 
^ory^ and honour, and power, unto the Lord our 
God, for true and righteous are his judgments.'* 
This hytan of praise is sung to God, in conse* 
qnence of his judging that iddatrous power^ which 
had corrupted the earai. 

The angels and saints in heaven are attentive to 
the state of the chureh on earth. They observe 
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the dealings of Providence towaid her, give thanks 
for every interposition in her &vour, and from the 
judgments whidi God executes, leara more of his 
righteousness and truth. Heaven is a state of im- 
nrovement. Knowledge increases there. Every 
nesh dis[day of divine ^ory is celebrated in new 
songs of praise, 

Heligion on earth is a matter which interests the 
blest above. Those benevolent spirits rejoice in 
the difiusion of truth, virtue and happiness, among 
our race of mortals. They love to see fresh acces- 
sions to their own number. There is joy in heaven^ 
when one sinner repents ; and greater joy, when re* 
ligion |;enerally prevails, and multitudes are contin- 
udly rising to join their happy assembly. When 
die hundred and forty and four thousand, sealed 
out of die tribes of Israel, were followed b^ a great 
multitude, which no man could number, out of alt 
nations of the earth, John says, he observed, and 
immediately these shouted — Salvation to God and 
the Lamb ; and then all theangels, elders, and che« 
rubs fell on their fiices before the thrcHie, and wor- 
ahipped God, saying, Miessingy and gtory^ and 
wisdom J and thanksgivings and power ^ be unto our 
God Jorever. Such a mighty increase of the church 
was recognked by a general song of praise in heaven^ 

The saints give thanks for dieir own salvation* 
They admire smd adore the love of God, who has 
called them by his grace^ and the love of the Savi- 
our, who has redeemed them by his blood. 

They ^ve thanks for each other's salvation ; for 
the conversion of sinners, the proq)erity of the 
church, and the increase of its members. 

They praise God for lus judgments on the ene^. 
mies of truth. They are represented in our text^ 
not only as ascribing salvation to God, but also as 
celebrating the rectitude of his governments ia 
judgmgthem, who had corrupted die earth. 
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iTiese purie minds are incapable of malice and 
IreVenjge^ They rejoice in the destruction of cor- 
irupt and persecuting powers^ only as by this the 
gieat obstacles in the way of truth are removed, and 
a more etfectual door opened for its general spread 
and increase^ Their joy springs from benevolence* 
l%e suppression of those who have corrupted the 
earth) is the suppression of corruption itself^.and 
the means of advancing the virtue and happiness 
of the world* 

We may observie farthel^^ 

IV. Thepunishmentofthie wicked in the AitUft 
World) wiU be eternaU JSer smoke rose up Jbr*^ 
ever and evet% There is nothing more plainly de* 
clared in the gospel) than a future judgment) and 
the distribution of rewards and punishmento» The 
decIarAtions of the gospel) on this subject) are ful- 
]|y agreeable to the dictates of human reason. There 
is an obvious difference between virtue and vice ; 
tad according to this difference we must suppose the 
righteous Govemour of the World will finiaJly treat 
his subjects* As there is no visible; distinction at 
present ihade between the good and the bad) a dis*- 
tinctiOn doubtless will be made in a future state* 

Experience teaches uS) that virtue tends to hap* 
pinesS) and vice to misery. This is evidentlv the 
divine constitution* To suppose that the fatter 
^ould be made happy, as well as the former, is to 
suppose) that there is an inconsistency in the divine 
government) and that the future distribution of 
good and evil will contradict the setded course of 
things m the present workL 

Reason teaches us to expect a difference* How 
great the difference wiU bC) reason cannot conjec-i^ 
tuie — ^Revelation only can inform us. This (^ms 
to our view most astonishing scenes* On the one 
hand, thrones and kingdoms, honour and immor- 
tally, fulness of joy, and an inconceivable weight 
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bF gldiry, ai^ the tti7iadf6s teserved for the jinsit ; 
aiid^ oii the ottkr, difti'kiiess^ horrour and despair, 
the ^[otiies of coitoding gtiift, and the torineiite of 
^kVouring fire, bre the portion of a wkked ftum, 
Atom God. 

And these difiet^M states are always, in Bcripture^ 
^presented a^ eterna*. The righteous shfdl go ihv. 
fo everh^ing RJf^; &^ uHgtidly ii^lo liverlastinff 
pufttshtntfit* 

The former we readily believe ; for, as we fetw 
ter ourselves with the idiea of he^ppkiess Sifter death, 
we are wilting to believfe the happiness will never 
end. The htler IVt receive with relUdtattce> ttidl 
sbttietiMMs with disthfsti Eve^y man entertamsn 
iiecret hope, that if he is to exists he ^lall be \ms^ 
|)y. The eonscicAii ^imi^ intends to fepefnt \ lift 
hoipes divine mercy 'wiU be exlend^d to him at 
ae^th ; «nd he iil Wi&ing to believe, that if ht 
fehoutd miscarry, there inay be ani^r ^reme^. 

To gu&tl us agdiiist suc^ presumpli(n)i and self* 
' ftittery, die scripture has eicpressed the endtett 
Oration of Ae puni^hx^ent <^ the wicked in k 
^reat variety of unequivocd terms. Language ^ 
fords not.aA espres»on m;dre siCft)ng and e£|Aiitical 
t!^ tiiis^ the text. JSer sihcike r^e up jar k'tEK 
ttm/^vEK. Oorjhe^ndl^ to diis is tiie cmrem 
language cf inspk^ttoil^— ^Tbey who obey net the 
^spel will be punished with ti^er lading dnltrudikk^^ 
-—Their worm diefh notj aind^^ fire is^^^m^ 
^. — When God ^hers the wihetft teto hk bam, he 
^irffl bum the •chaff widi 't^nqueifehable Ate. — The 
imbelievin^ and abominable ^hlfi have tkeU- ptat tti 
Iftie lake #fclch buito with fiiie and tA-imstone, which 
is -^ second dfd^; the la^t stttle erf* puni^unent. 
There is no intimalklh of ainother probation, -mA a 
<Uird de^lh for thefh who abuse their new tridS. To 
prevent ail expectal^ofls of thts kmd, God has ^wom 
la hh wna(di ccmc^mg lihe impemteitf^^ 
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son oT perdition, it had been ^ood that he ha,dppv- 
^ Ife/fn born. These expp*«ssions preclud/e aU hope 
of an etenv^ happii^s ta^ttcce;ed ^, t^mpoivjr pun. 
i^m^^ |n the nitpre wor]4« W^re this to be the 
fa^e, unl)el]eyef8wou)d)&n^y ei^teri^ m)d 

it wpMl/d^ cm the whp)e^ he gppd for thejxi, jt^r 
tKcy M^epre bopa* 

Y4>u will say^ *^ Ap jeteni^ I^isbmentts vsvst^ 
^Sflioportion^tG tempo^raiy crjj3cies«''r--^vt. Hp^^ 
do you IfJUOWf 4i^t crimes are temporary ? The act 
indeed is4xansiei^ ; but the effect may be perpetif- 
al. C^ yov teU^ how n^my you haye corrupted 
by y<H^ wickedneffs ?-— jHoiy long ^e corri^tion 
wjU c«pjli^lue ?-— To iwJ^at .numl;)|^ of generatioas 
k will it{aph ?-^How n^aoy yrijl carry with them in- 
,to "the o^r lyopd^^ ^e Qpiruptiqnis infused wf,o 
Ihcmtiyyow^xjan^le in ihi^ world ?-T-j(f we Ve 
ito judge of t)^ d^rajtipn of the punishment by ^t 
of the VK^ednes9> we can ae^](ipix)unds to it* T^e 
jBhoy^QOQtkiM^xK^.^ can ))e ^qo ;S^4^d 

|isr t^e p9i^3hmem* U is not §9 ifi hMn^n lu^- 
metU^ : Why should ^t be ^ ^ t))e d^yiiie ? We 
•eiievqr fd^i^ a criminal the ^nore excusable) ^• 
caAipe he accomplished (his .yiliany with dispatd^ ; 
^or jwill tlyis circuimstance b^ w e^LCuse at the i^ 
of God- 
Some would persuade themselves, that an ei^« 
j^ss puni^Hnent is not co^i^tent with the goodness 
.9]p4 BicDoy of God. :3¥t the sa^^ argument mig^t 
us well j)roye, t^t ^ere will be 90 punishment^t 
litti ^^^AfAopunisl^menty then ceriaiqly no mj^- 
ly — ^ unhappine^ ampng any 9f jtiis creators. 
And yQt mkiezy, we jsee, there is in this world* 
The^podne^ of God does not prevent all misery ; 
^|ig} :i^f{p^fore» n>ere^&omIuS;goQdoes^^ we c^un- 
not ,99Bclu^ that, pui another worlds bounds jh^U 
>teBji«t4o^C!Bisepyi>r prj^t^py 
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abatement vnll be made from the due rewaid of 
their de^ds. 

If you suppose it is inconsistent with the charac- 
ter of God to make sinners forever miserable, let 
ihe ask you, Whether it is inconsistent with his 
character to make ratioiial creatures — endue them 
with moral agency-*— place them in a state c^ proba- 
tion — <aUow them oiuy one probaticm*— and ix a 
period for this ? If these things can be reconciled 
to the divine character, you may jsuppose, that a 
final abuse of the limited trial wiU be followed with 
unlimited punishment. If no other probation is 
granted, the punishment which follows is endless. 

Besides ; Is it inconsistent with God's goodness, 
to establish a connexion between wickedness and 
misery f This will not be pretended ; for a connex- 
ion we see there is. If vice, without a mixture of 
virtue,' universally prevailed in this world. Would 
human life be tolerable ? Onl^ suppose, then, that 
wicked men carry with them mto another world the 
vicious dispositions contracted in this, and you see, 
they will of course be miserable there. And if 
Aey arc immortal, their misery will be endless. 
The question then is amply this, Whether the jus- 
tice and goodness of God require him to annihil^c 
sinners, m oider to put a period to that misery,* 
vi^ich grows out of the inveterate wickedness of 
their hearts ? 

At the close of this probationary^ state, we are 
told, he who is unjust, will be unjust still ; and he 
who is filthy, will be filthy still. If, under all tfie 
means of goodness and correction — under all the 
motives of hope and fear — ^under the allurement of 
promises, and terrour of threateoings, he remains 
perverse, and dies in his sins, What room is there 
to imagine, that in a state, where these means are 
to be enjoyed no more, he will acquire a new tem- 
per, or feel th6 love of God springing up spontanea 
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eudy within him? And if his sin remains^ hb mis« 
eiy must continue. 

This is then the situation, in which we are plac<^ 
ed. Made for immortality, endued with reason and 
moral agency,, ^ad fully instructed in our duty, we 
stand accountable to the great Creator. Happiness 
and misery are set before us— the terms of happi-^ 
ness are stated^ with every motive to urge our com« 
pliance — the path which tends to misery is strong* 
ly marked, with every warning to avoid it — all ne- 
cessary helps are offered us in the pursuit of glory 
-—and awful guards are placed against our entrance - 
on the path' of destruction ; or, when we have 
madly entered, the most importunate calls pursue* 
BS to remand us back. What would we more ? 
' Our choice must decide our fate. If we choose 
the way of death, we destr^ ourselves, and our 
mouths will be stopped. To us, with peculiar 
force, may be apjdied the words of Moses to the 
pec4>le of Israel, '* I call heaven and earth to record 
against you this day, that I have set before you life 
and death, blessing and cursing ; therefore choose 
life.'* 

V. Our text plainly instructs us, that the saints 
in heaven will glorify God for the eterhal punish- 
ment of the wicked. They said, AUelujah ; and 
her smoke rose up for ever and ever. 

Thb voice of jubilation springs not from joy in 
the misery of the wicked, absolutely considered ; 
but from a view of the rectitude of the divine gov- 
emment displayed in their punishment, and a view 
of Ae important ends which it will promote. There 
is no malevolence in heaven ; none of the upbraid- 
ings of malice, the insults of pride, or triumphs of 
revenge; but there is a perfect apj^robation of the 
ways of God, and joy m the glorious consequen- 
ces which follow from his righteous judgments* 
Pkirticularlyj 
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1. The blest above glorify Ae b(dkie9f» tmlfc 
and justice of God^ manifested in the mifwlmiefA 
ci irreclaimable sinners. Tbey say*~Praii^ Qod, 
(or true andright^us are tm judgmenU*^ 

The day of God's wnith on the children of 4^9^ 
pbedience, is called a day of the revelatioa of jbj^ 
tigbLeous judgment* Ssunts and angels adore hi^ 
justice in ue destruction of the ungodly, as weU w 
udmire his mercy in the salvation of believ^i?* 
They see it to be a righteous thing with him to ije- 
ia>mpensetribulati(mtothefQnner,andrestandpea(Qp 
to the latter. JEie wiU then be glorified in his saintSt 
imd admired in all them who believe* The loioto 
9vUl judge the world — sqpprove the judgment of G9Q4 
Against ability world. They will jsay» *^Qreait^94 
xoarvellous are thy works^ Lord Cod Almighty ; 
just »id true ace thy ways, thoy King of saii^ 
who shall not fear d»ee, mA glorify thy luyne i ft»r 
Jtfaou^rtholy.^' 

2. The punishment of 1^ wickedgives tlie saints 
joccai^on to admire God's grace in their ov^n salv^i- 
4ion. They wx^^^Salvation and glory to God ; Jor 
true and righteous are his judgments* They ascribe 
4beir salvation to God ; not to themselves. They 
4ake notthe glory into their o\m haods^ but render 
it to him. When they behold sinners ip ,the regions 
of misery, and see the smpke of :their toriiAent a- 
liw^, they offer the incense of praise to the Sav- 
iour, who has redeemed diem by his blood out of 
lievery peqple and nation, and has made th^m Ungs 
>and priests unto God. Their salvation appe^M^ 
jnore |^lorious, when they behold it in contrast with 
Idie miseiy of the guilty ; as, on the other h^, 
the miseiy of the latter is augmented, in-seeing t^e 
idghteous a£ir off in the kingdom of God> and 

/^lemselves itluiiat out. 

i. Xhey;glorify God for the great jandin^Kfftant 
ends, whichare answered by the puniabmeot of tiiie 
wicked* 
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We sHfe not to Miieeive thit the moorifet God 
pimishes sinners from a delight in their misery. He 
has declared the contrary. — I have no pleasure in 
ih& death of the wickedy but that he turn from hk 
waf and live. Punishment in the hands of God is 
always just, and always designed for a reasonable 
end. The judgments, which be executes on sin« 
ners in this world, are not merely because their sins 
deserve them, but because the wise and benevolent 
purposes of his government require them, * .^id 
we may ration^llv suppose, that there will always 
be, in the divine government, some great ends to 
be promoted in this way. V^ are not to imagine, 
that when our globe shall be dispeopled, God's 
moral government will be finished* There are odi- 
er worlds, and, for aught we know, other proba- 
tkna^ beinn* Weknownotfaow wide the intel- 
ligence of the dreadfol doom of stxilty men mar 
Spread through the creation off God, nor how far it 
taay be made a warning to other xB(»al beings. The 
jpcitisey and punishment of the angeb who kept 
not their first state are conifnisnicated to us, and 
applied for our warning ; and perhaps, in distant 
)>isnods of dQi»tkxi, the sposkacy <of the human 
imot^ )Md the punislnaent of those wha refined tlie 
ttdviMioti oftmd them, nay be comnmoicsited to 
'Other beings, and iippfioil for thek wanmig. W*e 
know not now far the general happiness may be ad- 
^oneed by die excnquary ponishment of die im- 
penitent part of our race. There can be no doiibt, 
that the uses and endsiof dseir awful dfoora aa^e bet- 
ter isaaown in heaven, tihan ijiey can be, known on 
eardu Saints and angels certainly see reason to 
^jknify GadI far hn i%&Gais judgments lon tiK guiU 
ty. The glorious way of isal'v^dao, and At tre- 
fnendons consequences of neglecting it, are enough 
for OS tefaiow at present; So .much we are taugfaL 
Let us be wise and improve the instruction. 
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It£V£LATION kbu s, i, j. 

4mI after ihe$e tki^t I heard agrtei 9<nce qfmuekpcaple m keeemt 
' stiymg, Alklujmkt sahaium, 4md glory, and honour, and pots* 
er, uaio the Lord our God. For true and rigkcou$ art his 
judgmeniM, for hi hath judged the great whore, which did cor* 
ruptihe earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood 
ilf hit iervante at her hand. And again tht^y said, AHeltffoh, 
and her emoht ro$e up/orever and ever. 

JL HIS is a Hymn of praise^ sung by the 
church in heaven, on occasion of the downfall of 
that idolatrous mid persecuting power, which had 
long corrupt^ the esuth, and oppressed the servants 

In our meditations on diis hjtnn, we have observ- 
ed; 

That there is much people in heaven. 

That the people there are employed in praising 
God. 

That one grand theme ^ their songs, is God's 
judgments in this world. 

That they glorify God, not only for his judg- 
ments in this world, but also iac the punishment of 
sinners in the future world. 
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A «tiit^ of ftttufVB paQifiibmeqt fordie impeiuteitt 
is h^i? pl^y f5il{iiK>8eii, w4 the ^terpgl duration 
of it strongly expT'e^sedL An4 Fhen ihc smoke of 
tb^ torment anises die jsaaf:^ aQ4 anipls are rci). 
resented ^ ^yi^-^HalUbfjah ; s^fwuon and gL^ 
TM t» 4he Lord our Qod. We must not conceive 
them as rejoicing in ^ miftery of others from m^l- 
iee or revenge ; tbe^e are no sqch passion^ in heav^ 
qi. They rgoice not in the piju;ashment of the 
\ig^odly> coiu»dered simply as misery : 3ut they 
adore tlbe holiness, truth ana jiistice of God dis3)hyi> 
ed in Ibeir mil^^H^. Thesigfait pf this awful scex>0 
ndbses tjbeir admirat^oa of, mi gxatitude for, th# 
i^ystioo bestowed on themselves* And as tli^ 
puni^fcment of the wicked must be supposed to an^ 
ever 3oaie great putpo^es in God'^ moral ^vem^ 
mewt^ so ]l^(»e purposes are better understood i« 
heaven, than they can be here on earth. 
- O^ib^fie thoughts, we«nlargcdinaformcr4is- 
MUi^e. It is proper that we npw attend to the porac^ 
ticolmd instructive u^es of a subject^p solemn ^^ 
inteiiesdng. 

I. :b<94ipears that the happio/ess of the :saints iq 
^ry niill suffer no interruption jtom ^ sight of thos^ 
m xw$ery^ who were pace dc^ to them on ej^tlb^ 
Th^ juMify God in the puBishment of these, a^ 
WeU as of others. 

In tJbe pre^nt life 4)here js a natur^^ s^d ^ dv^ 
eoonCKion between saiitfs and sinners. They 4 we]} 
togetfier in j^ firmc society — ^in tl|e same vicinijjf 
^-^^ndidkn too r the same &mUy. Thej^aije ^tr 
id in thek worloi^ interests^ and in their natun^ 
ir contracted relations. 

Children Are dependent on the parent, and he> ifi 
ios ttun, may 1^ dependent on them. The husbanfl 
sod llie wife, have a common concern in the f^nufyp 
and there usually is, and always there ought to pe, ^ 
strict union between them. The bretmw of tjaik 
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sameliousehold, tnutually related, and growing up 
in familiarity, strongly feel for eadi other. Neigh* 
bours and mends, by long acquaintance, free con* 
versation, and r^iprocal kindness, form a nearness 
£tde inferiour tol)rotherfaood. in the present state, 
it is necessaiT it should be so. No man can sub- 
^st alone. None of our designs can be carried in- 
to effect without the concurrence of others. In the 
feeble state of infancy, the impotence of sickness, 
and llie decripitude of age, we must soon perish, 
without the support of those aroimd us. That -we 
may, with greater facility and promptitude, per- 
form all necessary offices to «ach other, the author 
of our nature has either implanted in us an affection 
for our relatives and dependents; or so framed us, 
that we naturally acquire an affection for those, who 
are castt>n our care, and to whom we daUy mims- 
ter. 

It is painful to ustolxfhold achSd, a brother, tx 
friend in danger and distress ; and we hasten to his 
relief. It gives great anxiety to the godly, when 
they see one, for whom they have an immediate 
care, fnirsuing a course wHicSi leads to misery ; and 
they wish to reclaim liim. Whfle we live together 
in the present connexion and dependence, mis re* 
ciprocal affection is of great utility. Without it we 
could not subsist. But in the heavenly world, it will 
be otherwise. Society subsists there ; but subsists in'a 
state of perfection. They neither marry, nor aregiv- 
eninmarriage,butareasthe angels of God. lliey 
neither hun^ nor thirst any more — are no more 
subject to pain or danger — and no more need those 
kinds of service which are so necessary here. There 
is no more to be done for those in a state of misery ; 
for their state is eternally fixed by God's immuta- 
ble justice. There is therefore no more use for oUr 
^ar^/ regards to particular relatives and friends. 
We shall there subsist in a manner quite different 
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from the present-^not by families andsqiarate coit^^ 
Hexions, but in one grand and glorious community, 
through which is diffused a universal love. Natu- 
ral and partial affections are swallo^i^ed up in benev- 
olence to all holy beings, and in supreme lore ta 
God, the most glorious of all beings. The* sight 
then of a child, a brother, or compamon, under 
punishment, will give no more angmsh to ^e saint 
m gloiy , than if the former relation had never sub- 
sisted. They are now no nearer to Mm than others 
of the human race. And he has such clear views 
of God's wisdom, truth, and justice, displayed in 
Hxt punishment of the obstinate, that he feels a per- 
fect approbation of iU His benevolence is not con- 
fined to those, whom once he called by the endear^ 
ing name of -fiiends — it extends to all the virtuous 
and good — ^to ail whom he sees to be the objects of 
God's benevolence. Though he rejoices not in the 
misery of the wicked, considered simply as mise^, 
yet he rejoices in the great ends for which this mis* 
cry is intended; to display the gloiy of God, and 
promote the happiness of the mord creation. It 
l^ves him no disturbance to see Ae glory of God 
advanced in those who once were his relatives^, more^ 
than in others. He is fully convinced that God has 
laid upon them no more than is right — ^that the con- 
stitution of his government b wise and good— ^that 
the world is judged m ri^teousness, and the most 
glorious purposes are carrying on in alt the divine 
works. He joms in this song. The Lord retgns-^^ 
Let us rejoice and give honottr to}nm. 

SL It appears Srom our subject,, that God will ^ 
glory ta his name from aU his creatures^ Even sm- 
Bcrs^ however useless ihey may be in their life, will 
be made useful in their death. 

God is glorified in the irrational and inanimate 
parts of the creation. The heavens declare his glo- 
iy ; die firmament sheweth his handy work-«-tfae 
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earth is full of his ncfaes-— all his works praise hia 
in the display of his wisdom, goodness and power* 
Jlational creatures are to glorii^ him^ notmerelpras 
the irrataonaly by tlie ^ent display of'his perfections 
in their i^onderful £rame; but by contemplating 
iiim in Ins works— |-enteriainin^ esialted thoughts m* 
him^: and pious affecdons to htm— ^inployinfi; their 
inteUectuai powers in his service^-^proclaiming tus 
praise with their tmgues — and by imitating hSb 
character in works of righteousness and beneiicenci^ 
to one another. It is in this manner, that thqr aq: 
tofflori^ hinu 

jBdty How greats part of the rational creation de- 
ny lum this tribute of glory f Vast numbers of the 
aagelick host have revolted from liis govertiment, 
and are pursuing a rebellion against it The human 
xace hare apostatised too. J^ though he has sent 
a divine Saviour to recover them. How many refuse 
to return ! How many live wim>ut regard to God 
lii the world, insult his authority, and profane lus 
name I tipw msmy neglect the great salvatioil, 
which is ofiered them, and trample on the precious 
blood, by which it was purchased ! How many dU« 
believe, or disregard the gospel 6f God, spurn his 
invitations, mock his warnings, abuse hk patienoe, 
and grieve his Spirit ! 

^ If the heathens, who are vain in their imagina* 
tions, luid change the glory of God into an ima^fs 
made like to corruptible man, glorify him not as 
God; much more cto they, who know his will and 
yet despise it, through breaking the commandment, 
dishonour him. The wicked lives of sinners are 
an insult on the Divitie Majesty. If they profess 
. to know him, yet in works they deny l^. They 
were made to do good; but the ima^mation of their 
Jiearts, and the course of their lives is evil continu- 
ally. Instead of promoting virtue and ha{^ine8Sy 
thcgr areapreacUng vice and misery. It is said in 
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aur text, concerning Babylon — She corrupted the 
earth with her formcation. Every man, who opei^ 
\j avows errour, and boldly practises vice, is cor. 
ruptinff the earth. By one root of bitterness manf 
are defiled. 

Sumers are now called to repent and give £^ry 
to God. If they demise the call of God's grace, his 
justice will exact glwy frcmi them in their punislv 
ment. If they will not serve the interest of his 
kingdom by a voluntary obedience, they will be 
made subservient to it by involuntary sufierings. 
If they will not hear, nor lay it to heart, to give glo- 
iT to Ids name, he will send a curse upon them^ 
that the world may discern between the righteooi 
and the wicked* 

Jlational beings must be useful in someway or 
other. They must answer some end in God's eK- 
tensive government. If they refuse to honour him, 
and to promote die interest of those around them, 
in thdr probationary state, he will| in the state of 
final retribution, so diq)Ose of them, that honour 
win result from them to his great and dreadful 
name, and important ends will be answered in them 
by his awful power. When they shall be set forth 
as an example suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire, a voice of much people will sound through 
heaven — True and righteous are thy judgments^ O 
Lordj for thou hast judged them who £d corrupt 
the earth. 

This thought should deeply impress every heart* 
Our existence is not an indinerent and trifling mat- 
ler. It will certainly answer some great purpose in 
the grand scheme of God's government. The Cre« 
ator dlows us the opportuni^ and means of mak« 
ing it forever happy. He assigns us a part to aet 
in the world. In acting this part, we give glory to 
lum, and contribute to the happiness of his crea- 
tures.' If we r^bd against his authority, we must 
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abide the consequence. G^ will maintain Iw 
government, and accomplish the purposes of hi& 
wisdom. Though men disobey his laws, he will 
be glorious in his perfections, and appear righteous 
in his works. 

3. How inconsolable will be the condition of 
sinners in the future world I They will be exclud- 
ed from all relief — ^from all compassion. 

Their punishment will appear to all virtuous be- 
ings to be entirely just; and the wisdom, right- 
eousness, and trutli of God, manifested in it, wiE 
be a subject of the songs of heaven. 

Many of the troubles of the present life would be 
insupportable, if they were not alleviated by the 
compassion and succour of our friends. Their 
condolence and pitty afford us some refreshment un- 
der afflictions which they cannot remove. But 
this small consolation will never readi those who 
are confined in the regions of darkness. They are 
suffering under an immutable sentence, and though 
they call, there will be none to answer. 

God will shew them no &vour. He is a being 
of infinite goodness, slow to anger — ^rich in merqy 
— waiting to be gracious — ^forward to forgive. But 
when justice shall take the place of goodness and 
patience, he will not pity, nor spare, nor have mer- 
cy. His anger will smoke against them, and he 
will separate them unto all evil. 

Jesus Christ will no more appear as their inter- 
cessor. 

The grace of the Redeemer brought Ihim down 
from heaven to die for guilty mortals. He has suf- 
fered, the just for the unjust, that he might bring 
them to God. He. now offers them his salvation 
with affectionate tenderness, and urges their ac* 
ceptanceof itwithan importunity that would take 
no denial. But when the day of their probation' 
tdiall expire, the overtures of his love will cease.. 
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He w31 shut up his tender mercies. When once 
he has risen ana shut the door, he will no more re- 
gard their calls. Though they plead. Lord, Lord^ 
open to us ; he will answer, ^* I know you not, 
whence ye are. Depart from me, all workers of 
iniquity." Because he has called, and they have 
refused — has stretched out lus hand, and they have 
not regarded, but have set at nought his counsels 
and reproofs ; he will mock when their fear comes* 
They shall call, but he will not answer — ^shall seek^ 
and shall not find him* They shall eat the fiiiit of 
Uieir doings, and be filled with their own devices. 
The saints will shew no pity. What was spok- 
en to Jerusalem, when for her impenitence she was 
given over to destruction, may here be applied — 
Who shall havetity upon thee ? — Who shall bemoan 
thee? — Oty Who shall turn aside to ask^ how thou 
dost ? Thou hast forsaken the Lordy and art gone 
backward. He has been weary of repenting. His 
hand is stretched out against thee. Their hopeless, 
unpitied misery, is most afiectingly represented by 
the Saviour, in the parable of the rich man, who 
died in impenitence and infidelity. In hell he li/t^ 
eduphis eyesy being in torments^ and saw Abranam 
afar o§\ and Lazarus^ who had in vain sought re- 
lief at his gate, /^mg* m the patriarch^ s bosom. And 
he cried and saioy Father Abraham^ have mercy on 
mcy and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool my tongues/or lam tor^^ 
mented in tins flame. But Abraham said, Son, rem 
member, that thou, in thy life time, receivedst thy 
good things, andHkewise Lazarus evil things ; but 
now he is comforted^ and thou art tormented. And 
besides all this, between us and you there is a great ^ 
gulpA fixed, which cannot be passed. As obvious ' 
reasons why no mercy could be extended to him, 
Abraham refers him to the justice of God in his 
puidshmenti md to the immutable decree, which 
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tad made his punislunent perpetuaL The ridi 
Bian could not have asked less, and yet thb litde 
vas denied. There is no room for pSty^ when the 
final sentence is passed. Abraham bade him coo- 
aider, Ihat in his life dme he despised heaven, valo* 
ing and seeking only the pleasures of sense, which 
having enjoyed to die iuli, he could not think it un« 
just, that by the sentence of God, whose hiws he 
nad dared to violate, he was now e^iduded fnnn 
those blest abodes, wluch he had utterly despised 
On the other hand, Lazarus had borne the miseries 
of life with patience, had trusted in God with hum« 
Ue assurance, and had looked forward, with steady 
hope, to a better state ; * and thenefere his temporary 
afflictions were now rewarded with everlasting con* 
sedations. And as for sending Lazarus to mitigate 
the severity of his torment, this was hnpossifak, 
for the different states of die blessed, and the wi^tdhu- 
ed, th6ug;h in sight of each other, were so divided^ 
as to admit no intercourse. 

In the present world, many prayers are made, 
and many means are used, for the recovery of sin«> 
ners ; and blessings are often granted diem in oon^ 
tequence of the fervent petitions, and kind offices 
<^ their pious friends : But in the future world, 
Aey mil enjoy such advantages no more. 

The godly parent now warns, eschorts, and coun* 
sels his children with affectionate concern. If fae 
sees them still bent on their wicked course, he 
weeps over diem, and supplicates the powerfol in« 
terposition of divine grace for their recovery. The 
thought of their eternal destruction is too painfiii 
for him to realize. But the godly parent, in heav- 
en, no more mourns over, or intercedes for his 
children suffering ftH* their sine. He justifies ^ 
sentence of God by which they are condemned. 

Good Christians lament the p^verseness, and 
are grieved for the madness of sinners, whose lieartik 

i 



«8 AiU 4£ oA whik tfaejr fii^ and «iio» with 
diougbties8 pvesttHiplioii, a|B hastening down to the 
dead. But in heaven they glorify God for his 
n^tisous jqdgnieat or thedo^^ who reused the over- 
4urtt of ms mercy. 

Haw wretched ivi]} be their condition^ whenaH 
4SMk sins, in fi}ll weight, fall upon them, and their 
pKsafiiptuous hopes sink under them — when they 
Are oist fiuth from the presence of God into utter 
darkness, and there are none to pity them ! O that 
diey wore wise, that diey understood this ; that 
<itey would condder their hitter end I 

jL ;How oaiefuUv ought sinners now to ai^ly thp 
4uM8tances wfaichth^ hieive, in order to tbeu* pre- 
.jparation -for future glory. The time is coming, 
.wfaeR tfaece wili be none to hdp them. 

kistfie duty and concern of good men, in this 
^moAdyto leckimthe v^icked from their destruc- 
|iye ways, and save their souls from /death. 

Mfattsters are to watch for souls, warning every 
4nun,a9d teaching every man in all wisdom, that 
vidicy .may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 
^^E^b^ are to take lieedtp themselves ^nd to their 
.4oetiV2e, that they may save themselves, and those 
jmhoh^ diem. 

Parents are to bring up their children in the nux^ 
4|tre and admonition of the Lord, to teach diem 
raottnd wisdom and discretion, guard them aganst 
'dangerous temptations, and restrain them %hfin 
.4hey «iake themselves vile. They can have jao 
-fjreater j<^ than to see their childi^n jtnik in the 
4nitfa,.and to look forward, with strong and lively 
liope, to that glorious day, when they shall ajp^^ 
-amone the blessed of the Lord, and their chijdreo 
«wiChviem. 

:l%e agsd, by their* holy example, and heavj^^y 
«omrevsation, are to teach the young to be sober* 
^ninded. 

Vox. L U 
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Christians are to exhort one another daily, while 
it is called today, lest any be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. 

These duties, ^ougfa too much neglected, yet 
are, in some degree, performed in the Christian 
world. ' Where 4s the sinner, who can say, he has 
had none of these advantiiges — ^no public instruc- 
tions, or private counsels ?— ^Where is the youth^ 
who can say, he has had no parental admonitions 
Bnd cebukes ? 

You are now under the stated means of salva- 
tion ; and there are those near you, who would re- 
joice to assist you in the great work of preparing 
•for another world. There are those, who some^ 
times offer you their assbtance. Consider, that 
these means can be enjoyed cmly in this worlds 
They will cease in another. None will appear to 
help you there. Advantages, on which your eter- 
nal happiness depends, and which c4n be had oofy^ 
now, ought to be improved with diligence and care. 
It is the voice of wisdom — Hear instrtictum^ and be 
tvise^ and re/ttse it not. Blessed is the man, who 
heareth me^ vaiching daily at mygate^ andtmfdting 
at the posts of my doors. Whoso pndeth meyjindeui 
life ; but whoso sinneth against me^ wrongeth his 
own souL 

Ye who despise instruction and hate reproof — ^ye 
who neglect the public institutions of God's house, 
or attend them m a careless and indifferent man- 
ner-*-ye who disobey the counsels, ^and contemn 
the warning of parents, and break loose from the 
kind restraints, which tiiey lay upon you— ye who 
give indulgence to every evil inclination, and treat 
migion as a matter of no concern-— ye who resolve 
that you will rejoice in your youth, and that your 
hearts shall cheer you in the days of health, that you 
vnll walk in the way of your own heart, and the 
sight of your own eyes — ^know ye, that for ijl these 
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things, God will bring yoh into judgment Can 
your heart endure, or your hands be strong, wiien 
God shall deal with you? He has spoken it^ and 
wK do it Andyott will mourn at the last, when 
your flesh, and yoar body are consumed, ax^ will 
say, JBinv have we hated instruction j and our hearts 
despised reproof ? We have not obeyed the voice of 
our teachers J nor inclined our ears to them^ who in-^ 
structed us: We were in almost all evil m the midst 
Iff the- eonpregation and assembly. . > 

5. We see the madness of sinners, who, £6r a 
transient pleasure, expose themseWe&to permanent 
nusery. 

The wiise man- looks forwasd to futurity. He 
considers what will make him happy on the ^olex 
It is not the enjoyment of today, or tomorrow, of 
difo year, or this life only ; it is ^t happiness of his 
whole existence, whic^ detennines his conduct; 
He will not pursue a {»%sent pleasure, at the hazi> 
ard of incurring future misery, greateip in degree; 
and longer m duration. Fw misery, though future 
now,, wittbe real when it oomes. How contraiy to 
tius dictate of wisdom is- the conduct of wicked 
men ! Some present interest or gratification is the 
motive which draws diem into iniquity ; and yet 
tiiey know full well j that the advantage is momenta- 
ry, and the pleasure transient; but die eonse* 
quence of sin^ indulged through life, is permanent 
as their ezisteiice, and more ^beadful than their im» 
afi;ination can paint. What infiituation is here^ 
Ye men of reason, be astonished at this !• 

Esau stands marked in scripture, as an example 
oT ^By and profaneness% He for one morsel of 
meat sold his birthright The indul^nce Was a 
sin^e meal— The loss was his birthright The 
birUiright, once alienated, was gone forever, 'and 
the blessing with it, and could never be regained. 
Afterward, when he would have inherited-- the 
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UesBin^, he w^ rqected^ though ht toUght it caftf* 
fully with tears. Takeheed^ lest there be amoRg^ 
^ou any pro&ne ptradn like him^ 

6. We see the peculiar guilt irnddotiger Of ibcM 
ikiimeto, who seduce asd comlpt others^ The peo^^ 
pie in heavto ^;lorify God for his righteous judg. 
Ineiits on that idolatrous chultih, which had cor- 
Fupted the earth witb her fomitetion* , 

Zealots in a fidse religion will be oondemned 
with distinguished hkrtnty t Soir the greater dbe 
seal) die more extensive die timchief. 

It is vain to imagine, that the holy God wiU 
approve and accept aU, who, as some express it, are 
sincere in their wajr $ i e* ze&lons and engaged in 
the ridagion which they hiive aido^ted^ whether true 
orfidse. Who mote zealous m their way, than 
that coiTU^ body, which, in die tert^ is character** 
ised by an infamous namte ? — Who have ever taken 
mote pains, used ihore aits^ and api^d more forces 
to sjprfod their doctrines in the world? And yet 
we find, that their zeal and engage^ixess are lu^d, 
not as anexeust for, but as laa aggravation of, Uicar 
fcrtmes^— not as a reason for a reward, or for die 
extenuation of their puniahment» but as a reasoi^ 
why they should be punished with greater severity. 
Tl^y had corrupted the eurth. And when their 
smoke arose; the pec^le in heaven aai^^ Allelujah. 
It is mentioned in scripture, as a mark of consuiur 
mate wickedness, when men not only do evil, but 
have pleasure in them who do it Tlie woes de» 
nounced by the SaVioUf against the Pharisees^ are 
chiefly grounded on that felse zeal^ by which they 
propagated their corrupt opinions, and obstructed 
the progress of truth.^-" Woe unto you, for ye 
shut up the kingdom <rf heaven against men*— ye 
neither go in yourselves, nor su&r those, who are 
entering, to go in — Woe unto you, for ye compass 
sea and land to make one proselyte ; and when lie 
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How duigerons it then ti^ oomifrit the es^emiii 
^hrificiFltetf teUgioit! OodhastaoR^ud vAmt^ 
Ugmmm. Hn |^pei is piam. Kwefftfitmttfai 
trath^ it b thndogh the C4iiTO|itipif of thci Ympu 
Think noMiat ittntafces wili escase yoo^ when tto 
nutakestheiMielvespirocdeA front tno fete of sin^ 
BOt fimm die want of light They who IbU iMO 
sCroog detosioii to bdiete a lie^ betoaa« thef la^€ 
not tht) tratfa^ but have pttamre in unrigheeousneas^ 
itiK #e<teive a dxsiiligisished omdeinaatitti^ 

H0«^dngefDii« is it to dicceiv^ mdsaduce otip 
era! To hecoffie {Mrtakem of their siasf Haw 
dcrefUl might iri^ta be/who are teachers of mti^ 
gSon^to undenrtand fw otir9ehre8> atiddeetaK Id 
yoi^ the whole cottn^] of. God! How camtkMii 
should the parent be, that he give to his childtt^ti biu 
ly good doctrine — ^sound wisdom — ^not the instruc- 
tions which cause to err from the words of knowl- 
edge ! How watchful should every Christian be, 
that he seduce none into errour or vice — ^that by no 
evil communication he corrupt good manners ! 

Finally, How glorious is that salvation, which the 
go^l reveals ! 

It is a deliverance from that awfid state, which 
we have been contemplating. It b a great salva- 
tion, purchased at an infinite price* It is an eternal 
salvation — ^a salvation which saints and angels cele- 
brate in perpetual songs* ' Since Christ has died 
to procure it for us, let us be solicitous to obtain 
a share in it. By a neglect of it^ our future 
misery will be mightily augmented. Imagine not 
that your attention to such an object may safely be 
suspended. When the happiness, on the one hand, 
is so vast ; and die danger, on the other, so amaz- 
ing, every day's neglect b presumption and mad- 
ness — every day's neglect adds guilt to guilt, and 
danger to danger. 
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Come now, every soul who has hemrd the warn-^^ 
ing of God this day — come to an immediate reso- 
lution, that you wiU renounce the guilty path, 
vrhich leads down to the chambers of death ; and 
with diligence and perseverance .will strive to enter 
in at the strait gate, lest the master of the house 
soon arise and shut to the door, and ye bdtexduded 
in eternal darkness and horrour. Now is the ac« 
cepted time, and day of salvation. Know, in diis 
your day, the things which belong to your, peace* 
J>e]ay not, lest they soon be hidden from your eyes. 

Now our Lord Jesus Christ himsdf, and God^ 
even our Father, who hath loved us, and sent us the 
word of salvation, give us everlasting consolation,, 
and good hope through graces— establ^h our hearts 
in every good \|rord and work, and grant us to ob-^ 
tain the Ovation, which is of Christy wkh exceed- 
ing joy. 
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Jesus rising early for secret Prayer. 

UAR£ i. 35. 

^<{ til ihtmonuMgt rimg ftp a greai whUe htfare iajr« he tocRf 
only laul departed uuo 4 «o{t<ar|r place> siuf there pra^d. 

JL HE morning here mentioned followed a 
Jewish sabbath, on which Jesus had been very dili* 
gently employed in the duties of his publick minis- 
try. It is said, verse 21st, that Jesus* with some 
of his disciples, whom he had lately called to at- 
tend him, went into Capernaum ; and straightway^ 
an the sabbath dayj he entered into the synagogue^ 
and taught. He carefully observed all divine 
institutions* It was his custom to repair to the 
synagogue on the sabbath, and there instruct the 
people, who were assembled for divine worships 
His example reproves the carelessness of those, 
who forsake the assembling of themselves togeth- 
cr ; and instead of entering into the house of God, 
do their own ways, and fcw their own pleasure, c^ 
his holy day. 
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• ^ 

with anrittcfeiui^irit, ^im>^t6^ftf^ tMsaJfy) 4|kn, to 
the astohl^hni^nt of all Miho were {H^iM^t. 

He has taught us, i^w^ may do good on the 
sabbath day. Though we are to cease from the 
common labours of life, yet we are allowed to p^- 
form works of inercy.ix) our fjilosv mortals. 

This muscle, so great in its nature, and perform- 
ed in so publick a manner, was immediately spread 
around through dl tiie «^q|;ion. The people, who 
attended the synago^e worship, carried the intel* 
ligencepf this ^uipnsing Wvork, when they return- 
ed to their tespective homes. And at even^ when 
the sun was sety they brought unto him all who were 
diseased^ and them^wJ^were possessed with devils. 
And all the city was gathered together at the door of 
the house where he was. The Jews thought it not 
lawful to bring their ^iek to be healed on the sab- 
bath ; bMt whpn the sun was set, and the &ab|)ath 
was eodedi they brought to hiiji U^eir i^c^ from dl 
parts of the city, and ne healed thenu 

4)^r,s{>ei>dinjg; the evening in ^s ^important 

worfe, be.reticeii to re^t. But he 9llo^ed$ims^ 

pnJyA,diPrt repose. In the,monfingy rising up a 

^egt^MhUe before day, he depqrtetTto a ^olitaty 

jpkpe, fflnd there ^pr^ijf^. 

ypu williremark, 

I. Ho^ diligent the Saviour wa^ ip tl>e improve- 
JMieitfQf hiisllnie. 

Many great and important woi^ had he to da, 
. and he would not lose the $e^on pf doin^ them. 

rAs he took part of our flesh and blood, aad was 
fcon^assed with our infirmitie^ he needed rest jaqd 
' jcfre^mcnt as well as we. But he spent no more 
ftime in sle^p by night, than was cpnsisteii^ wiUi his 
business by day. When his work called with urgen- 
cy , he shortened the hours of his repose. Qe. sayjSy 
1 must work the works of him who sent me^ wmlc 
it is day ; the night comethf when no man can work. 
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]hi(^ What W9B the w^rjt^ whioh call94 him ^^, 
early from hisbed, and so constantly employed h^ 
vulteiid hows f — W49 Hthe^cquisit^o^ of wea^, 
honour or dominfoe ?-^ Wjjs ^t Ae c|o9truction^ pr 
whjtlgatiou of hostile ^vttions: ?, Was i( settling the 
form andestablMui^ the found^on of a tcniporal 
hiagdom ?-^These things were remote frp^ihl^ 
tl|€Ai^ts* He hs4 neither housesi nor bnds, no^ 
^y Undpf worldly pvofcny ; iior sought he funr.. 
More dq|titute than the birds c^ the wood^ and the! 
foxes of the mountpki, he h^d npt where to lajr ^is 
h^ad* So distant was he (rain all ambitious vie v^^ 
that when the people, struck with admirati(»i of hjn 
fpwer, would have taken him by force an^ rpade him 
their kin^, he refused the <^r, an4 hid hims^ll 
ifiOm their search* What wprk was it ^hen, whi^b 
W9 nighlily urged his diligence ? — h was the salvsi*^ 
tkm ef feUen men* The present opca^iop seeme4 
exceedingly favourid>le to ^is great design* Th^ 
W«9 a most encoiu^ng appeq^anoe^ which ne 
iK^mld by aU means imiMrove. His pr^achipg aq4 
i^iiMcIes, on the preceding day, ha^ spr^aid t^ 
fa«ie ^ his wisdgm aod power, and awadci^ot^ a 
gmend inquiry after him* When h^ arose m4 
wnt wtj hi9 dlseij^es folkw^d hiipj pud as ^ op;| 
19 they b^ found kim, thfsy s^ to hinir^-i;^ jfff^ 
M0€k Jot thee. He answered — Let us go into tfte^ 
Morf tmvne^ that Iwayprepph there aiso / for tp thi§ 
end came I fifth. Jnd he preqchpii in the eytfisi^ 
t^gum thtenghout aU O^lUee. The drcumstai^ccy 
of manfcUid called for his ipsftrp^on^. 'Ph^ p^^ 
«Ht attentive disposition of the people jMxiqAised tm 
opportunity to do them much good. The time jiJU 
lotted for his ministry was but short ; no more than 
three or four years. He therefore Beaolv^ed to ig^ 
up his time with diiigetif^e, and to iiyiprove wjlfJ^ 
pttrticulte attention, a ses^n so inviting as the p^sl 
ent« He would' not waste in vsdes^ ft^tt^r thf 

Vol. I. W 
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ihoming of a day, which was opening with so fine 
a prospect. 

Shall not his example awaken us from our slum- 
bers, and call up all our powers to diligence and 
activity in the work of our own salvation ? When 
we see him rising so early, and labouring so*diligent- 
Iv in our cause, Shall we sink away into indolence? 
He judged the time precious, which might be em« 
ployed to the benefit of mankind : Shall we waste 
our time in Tanity and vice ? ^ 

He taught on the ssft^bath, that men might leam 
the truths, which concern their salvation : How 
inexcusable then is our neglect of the appoint- 
ed means of reli^ous instruction ! He improved 
those favourable opportunities, when men appear- 
ed most serious, inqubitive and tihoughtful : now 
attentive then should we be to those soft and tender 
seasons, whenour own hearts are sensibly impress- 
ed with the importance of religion ! 

By the zeal and activity of the Redeemer in the 
work of men's salvation. How many stand reptov- 
ed and condenmed ? In their worldly designs diqr 
icre warmly engaged ; but on the one thing needful 
they scarcely bestow a thought. They rise up ear- 
ly, and sit up late, and eat the bread of carefulness^ 
fliat they may obtain the meat which perishes ; but 
for that meat which endures to eternal life they dis- 
cover little concern. How preposterous is thdr 
conduct ! How contrary^ to the exam[de of Jesus 
Christ t His labours were directed, not to make us 
rich in this world ; but rich in knowledge, ^th, 
and good works. If we pursue the interests of thb 
world, in the neglect of the p;reater interest of the 
future, we contradict the will of our Redeemer, 
declared, not only by his doctrines, but more em- 
phatically by his works and sufierings. 

There are certain seasons, which demand uncom- 
mon diligence. Seed time and harvest are the most 
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busy and important parts of the year. On these 
principally depends me life of man. He who vritt 
not plough hy reason of the coldy shaU beg in harvest^ 
and have nothing. He who sleeps in harvest^ is^a 
son that causeth shame. We all condemn the mai), 
who, in these seasons, wiU yield to sloth^ or give 
himself to pleasure. But let us remember, that 
our whole life is seed time. And according to our 
sowing will be our harvest* He who sowem to the 
flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; and he 
who sdweth to the spirit, sdiall of the spirit reap 
life everlasting. The seed time allowed us b short 
and uncertain. The season, once past, cannot be 
recalled. What our hands find to do, let us do it 
with our mi^t. 

Worldly mligence, however commendable, must 
iMver be allowed to exclude the concerns of futuri- 
ty. These .demand our attention every day, amidst 
^e most ui^nt calls of our secular business^ K 
in our immoderate labour and carefulness fbrttte 
world, we deny ourselves leisure, or deprive out* 
fidves of capacity, far the daily exercises of piety, 
and for an attendance on the publick institutions of 
reli^on, we invert tiie order of things^ and make 
our greater concerns give way to the smaller. 

T%e Christian is to fill u^ his time in a usefid 
manner. Worldly business justiy claims its prop- 
er place ; but claims no more, it must ever leave 
room for the vaster concerns of immortality. 
Whatever thought we may take for the body, we 
must seek first tiie kingdom of God. 

We may remark, 

II. That no crowd of company, or calls of bu« 
siness, could divtot Jesus from his daihr, stated de^ 
votions. He rose up before day, and retired to st 
solitary place for prayer. 

While Christ dwelt on earth, his thoughts were 
much in heaven* He maintained a constant inter* 
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^oiifs^ with the world above ; and God heard \xam 
fiyif^^ As adiaa he was, Uke others, depend- 
fQtonGp^ As a mail of aoiTQW axid affiictioQ) he 
. )^d CQpre occasion thap others for that relief wfaic(i 
i9Qmes by prayer. iTbe Apostle says, that Christy 
in ihff dayi9 of hkfie^h^ offered up prayers andm^ 
"^catum^ -with strong crying am Uarsj tmto hm 
;jovm able to save him from death; and wof 
^-f(S^ft irt thai he fefred. jind though he -was a #^ 
^€t he kamed obedifnce by the things wfuch he «tf^ 

O^.^dof his appearing in the flesh, was, that 
lie na»^ extubk to mcxtals a coviptete axample of 
^t r^i^qn which is ad^ted to their nature and 
condition, tie was made m all things like unto u$, 
that hevn^t in all things shew us what we ought 
to be, apu how we ought to walk. He became a 
mzn^ tiiat he migibt teach men 4iow to glorify Orod ; 
frndlieiltras placed in a state of affliction, thathe 
misihtteach the aiBicted how to draw consolation 

Stfae fountain of mercy, 
withdrawmg wim his disciples fiiom the mul. 
^ for social devotion, he has recommended &m- 
ily prayer. By retiring to solitude for his own per- 
sonal derotion, he has lecommended secret prayer. 
On some occasions, he spent whole nights in pray, 
er to Cod ; on others, he retired often, in a short 
time, to repeat ^e same petitions. In our text it 
is ssod, that he rose up a great whUebtfore day^ and 
departed to ^soiitaryplaeej and prayed. 

The circumstances of his retirement, on this 
particular morning, shew that secret prayer was a 
^tfd inorning exercise ; airexercise wbikdihe was 
<airefui never to omiL It does not appear, diathe 
a)[wiys rose so early for prayer ; but his rising so 
early this morning, shews that he made momin£^ 
iprayer his ^y ipraotice. 
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The transactions of the preceding day liad drawyi 
together a vast concourse around the house where he 
lodged. The evening he had ^nt in healhig iket 
tacx^ who had been brought to him in great num- 
bers. When^ he retired to rest, the multitude 
were waitix^ in the neighbourhood to see him in 
the monung. The disciplea observe to faiiDi tfa^t 
all men were seeking him. He knew, that, by 
mornifl^ light, be shotild again be thronged by tile 
admiring multitude, whose close attend^cc would 
prevent his retirement. Lest, therefore, he should 
and himself under a necessity of omitting the se- 
cret devotions of the morning, he rose earlier than 
uaualt and before the |)eo]»le could have time to 
collect. Had secret prayer been only an occasion- 
al, not a daily exercise, he would not have tak/^ 
ibis pvecaution to prevent the omission of it. If he 
liad thoi^ht proper to dispense with it at any time, 
he would doubtless have excused himself from it at 
^och a time as this, when he could not attend it 
without the selfdenial of rising long before day, and 
the labour <^ retiring to a solitary place. 

His example then clearly instructs us, that secret 
converse with God, is a duty which we should dai- 
ly attead^ and from whidi we should not be easily 
Inverted. Jesus could find a time and place for re- 
tirement, even when the duties of his ministry 
were most urgent, and when the multitude weve 
impatiently waiting to hear hinu That he might 
not omit lus retirement, nor disappoint his hearers, 
he rose the earlier. Shall we then excuse ourselves 
jErom secret prayer, (x run it over with precipitancy 
and indevotion, because our worldly affairs solicit 
.our attention, or company is waiting around us ?-«- 
Can we not susipead our secular cares, or our or- 
dinary pleasures and amusements, long exu)ugh to 
converse with God, and implore his favour and bless- 
ing ? How different is our spurit from the mind 
wmch was in Christ ! I will not say, there is no oc- 
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casion which can justify the omission of a formsdl 
retirement. But this I may say ; a man, whose 
heart is much with God, wUl seldom find such an 
occasion. An indevout heart creates occasions fw 
the oniission, much oftener than real occasions ren- 
der the omission necessary. The slothful man says^ 
There is a lion in the way. Objections easily arise 
against a duty, which- we have no heart toperfbrnu 
But when the heart is warmly engaged^ difficulties 
are not felt, or are easily surmounted. 

Secret prayer is a useful and important exercise. 
It is by this J that we kindle and keep alive the flame 
of piety, ffhile I was musings says David, the 

Jlre burned; my heart waxed hot ; I spake with 
my tongue. Hear my prayer^ O Lord, and give 
ear to my cry. It is by this that we place God al- 
ways before us, and view him always as present 
with us. This leads us to contemplate him in all 
cur ways, to regard his goodness in all our enjoy- 
ments, and to feel his justice in all our afflictions. 
This inspires us with resolution to duty, and with 
fortitude in danger. It elevates the soul above the 
influence of earthly things, and, in the troubles of 
life, it opens a thousand springs of consolation and 
joy. To humble and hoping Christians, how le- 
freshingmust it be, to retire alone, and- converse 
familiarly with their God — ^to tell him aJl thefr 
wants and all their sorrows — ^to confess before him 
their temptations and their sins, and receive the to- 
kens of his forgiving love — ^to supplicate the sup- 
ports of his arm under tlie presure of their burdens, 
and tlie assistance of his grace, under a sense of 
their weakness ! And if tliey can find, that they 
have really been with God — ^have come even to hfs 
scat — have risen to an unusual elevation above the 
world — ^they will say. It is good tabe there. Will 
the man, who has repeatedly experienced the plea- 

' sure and advantage of communion with God, need 
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other lifiotives to the duty? Or, Will he seek excu- 
ses for the omission of it ? — From experience, he 
will say, " It is good for me to draw near unto God* 
I have put my trust in liim, that I may declare all 
his works.'* 

That we may enjoy the benefit and delight of 
heavenly communion, we must make it a stated ex-i 
crcise. If we yield to small diversions, we shall 
soon find them multiplying, until they entirely draw 
as^away from God* And they who are &r from 
him, will perish. 

The prudent Christian easily finds opportunity 
for retirement. He disposes his affairs with dis* 
cretion, lives by rule, arranges bis business in due 
Older, postpones his temporal concerns to his eter* 
nal interest, considers religion as his high callings 
and involves himself in no. such multiplicity of 
earthly cares, as shall be inconsistent with a regular 
attention to this great work, this one thing needful* 
By a wise adjustment of his sfairs, and a diligent 
improvement of his time, he finds opportunity for 
the discharge both of his spiritual, ana his secuhr 
duties, and prevents their interference. He can ^ 
tend on the duties of devotion, with as much ferv- 
our and constancy, as if he had retired from the 
world to a cloister. He can pursue his worldly call- 
ing with as much industry and success, as if he had 
shut up his closet door and thrown by his Bible. 
There will be no inconsistency between the duties 
which relate to this world, and those which relate to 
another, as long as we assign them their proper 
places, and keep our hearts in a proper frame* If , 
they interfere with, and crowd upon, one another, 
it is because they are jostled out of order. 

Wc may remark, 

III* What care our Lord took to find a place of 
solitude for his prayers, that he might neither meet 
with disturbance, nor seem ostentatious. He rose 
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lASk it WIS yet dark, and retired, unseen bj ^ 
umltitnde, to a solitaiy place. 

Agreeable to this example, is the precept wfalcb 
Ibgavetohisdiseipks^'^i^m thsu pnyest^ th^u 
shalt not be as the hypocrites ; ftrr they love topr^ 
Uanding in the synagogues^ and in the comers ^the 
Hteets, thai they may he seen of men. But thomi 
when thou prayesty enter into thy ehset ; and when 
tkefu hast shut thy door^ pray to thy Father ^ who i$ 
in^sieeret ; and thy Father ^ who seeth in secret y eheM 
reward thee openly. 

!• One reason why we should retire to a secret 
place for solitary prayer, is, that we may avoid the 
iqppearanoe of ostentation. 

All our rdirion must be widiout hypoeri^^ 
Whatever we oo, we must do it heartily, as to 
God; and not to man. A supreme regard to th« 
applause of i3ie world, mars the virtue of oitf boi^ 
aotions. 

There are some duties, which, in their natum, 
ffnopen and publick. In these we must carefuUj 
attj^tul to the workings cf our hearts, and guard iih 
sliinst the influence of vain and unworthy motivesu 
We are not to neglect the duties from a fiJae and sS* 
ibcted humility, as if we had better not do them^ 
t&an be seen in diem. We' are to perform them^ 
4iough we are seen of men ; but not toper* 
-fonxk them for the sake of being seen. There 
WPt other duties which are to be performed 
in a secret mannef , and in which we must not only 
suitress the unworthy aim to be seen ; but, as bm 
as circumstances allow, must avoid being seen., 
Christ condemns the hypocrisy of those, who, when 
they fasted, disfigured their fiices; whod they 
gave alms.1 sounded. a trumpet; and when they 
prayed by themselves, chose the comers of the 
itreets and other conspicuous places, that thejr 
might receive praise from men. Of the same ]^ 
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pbc^vtikfif gidl^) ^^ tetiriiigtofidds, or 
gfoves, or^o^ter selkttG^ pisides, 4AK«e jin^mthati 
elevated voice, that they may be heard fiit a/disfeanoe» 
and -deemed^nGolttmofliyfiHiiraflttfuidde^^ Se- 
^yr^e^ b a cirGiiiMtenGe ^epteasly ^enjoiaed* And 
jto ^y witfi loud voeifetati^ns in a field or .wood, is 
lt$ mconsistenit wi^-seope^, aad^indi stooerky^ as 
to pray in "die <x>rMfr <£ « street* A needlessoft- 
tentation cf our piety aod devotion is hypoorisy, ia 
iR^iatever manoer th^ ostentation is made. 

fi. Another reascm for secMcy in our persoiididr 
MKtary prayers, is, dieft^ii^HRiay beuiidistiifbed. 

Too ^easily are our pious thou^ts dsvcattedibjr 
t)bjeqts, which present diems^lves^ia our w(ay. The 
noise tad tumult (tf the world will intomipt our de- 
votftest #ames. i£v«a in t*etirement>die spirit^ 
^l^odon will G^n languid ; -and importing 
iSioughts wSl .4nsen6H)ly steal in upon us. SRru* 
dence wMl therefore direct «is, as'fkr as possibAe, to 
iiiQn external diversions. When we shut the door 
ijf ^our t^Ioset against the intmsion of worldfy> objects^ 
^we tnust^hut the door of <Hir hearte aqgainstthe cMft* 
France of worldly dioughts* We may often besur- 
^Vfiseil with them beftms we «pe aware ; 4>ut wenMtt 
tnot.vtvteethem. On the contraiy, as soon ap tim 
Vfisfeover them, we must banish thrai^ to a disiaQoe^ 
tmd ca[H in devout meditations to 'fiU our minis. 
'Tli^ more vacant the soul is of pious and' heavenly 
^ttilsctions, the more room is therefor enldioug^ 
%)'eifter. When 1^ house is empty and swopt^ un- 
ickan spirits come in and dwell there. To SMt^tte 
. idoorof the closet, is the means ^ preventing dtf- 
%irbance'from abroad. But in vain is this door 
*tltnxt, if the door of thesoul isdirown wideHcpsn 
^QT^every irregular passion and earthly care tarosh 
in and oectrpy the i^oe. Who is he that engagtl^ 
'Ms'beart to approach unto God? Him 'God Will 
cause to draw near to himsdf* 

Vol- 1. X 
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^- 3. A fiuther reason for secrecy and solitude, i% 
.•that our minds may enjoy greater freedom in com- 
munion with God. 

In our .social piayers, the special and pecuKar*ca* 
oes'of each wmshipper cannot always be distinctly 
and fiiUy express^. He who speaks in behalf of 
others, accommodates the matter and manner of 
his prayer to the capacities and ^circumstances of his 
&llow worshippersm generaL They who join with 
him, employ their minds in adopting and approfnia- 
-ting has petitions. Every Christian finds m him- 
self wants and dedres, which it is not possible, nor 
^deed proper, that others should know^ and which, 
if &ey knew them, they could not so well express, 
4» he may himself £bom me feeling of his own heart 
'Be sure, there are many things, m the case of eve* 
iry Christian, which» though proper to be laid before 
God, could not, with pn^ety and common edifi* 
^cation, be introduced into a publick prayer. 

But in4he closet we are •under no restraints of 
this kind. T%ere we tnay open our bosoms, utter 
an our desires, and ipour out our whole souls. 
There we may confess those secret sins, lament 
^hose secret infirmities, and mourn those secret 
temptations which we never have disclosed^ and 
.choose not to disclose, to«the most intimate fiiend 
on earth. There we need not be confined to meth- 
od or order, nor be solicitous in the choice of our 
exjnsessions. We may address the throne of God 
on matters which lie heaviest on our hearts, and in 
language which our feelings dictate. We may there 
spc^ in desires and groans, which cannot be utter- 
-ed: And he who searcheth the lieart^ hwwethwhai 
is the mind of the stirit. He jwho possesses our 
reins, knows our llioughts a£u* ofi*. He who is 
present with our spirits, kQows our feelings and de- 
„ «res, before they are expressed in words. While 
we are speaking, he hears ; before we call, he an- 
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swers. The forward motions of hb love, Davkb 
joyfully experienced. — / said^ I wiil confess my 
transgressions untothee ; and thou fergaoest the in-- 
ifuity of my sin. For this shall every > one that i0 
gsdlypray to thee in a time^ when thou mayest ba 
Jowtd. 

This example of our gracious Redeemer may be 
applied for the reproof of the iireli^ous, aad the 
encouragement of the godly.* 

They who whoUy.negleet,. oroft^ intermit, tkt 
duQr of secret prayer, are reproved by this exam* 
ple^ Christ made it so much his constant exercise^ 
that, rather than once <Mnit it, he would rise before 
day,, iaa momins ioO' which followed a laboriou& 
evening. Awakened and encouraged bv this exaniF 
pie, let us daily draw near to QoA. Let us.never 
yidd to trifling diversions, nor suffix the cares of 
the world to extinguish the spirit of devodon. 

They who plead the want of lebuce,. or the want 
of place, for retirement,, should connder, that 
wh^ labours crQwded,.Iesu8 fiuind lebure by rising 
tiie earlier, and when con^>any thronged, he found 
a sectary place, by departing the &rther. 

Let those, who neglect the care of their souls, re- 
member how laborious Jesus was in the work of 
men's Ovation.. Was that a trifling object for 
which he was so ardently engaged ? — Or, Can you 
be safe inne^ecting a work in which he was so as^ 
siduously employed ? 

Great was that salvation w^<^ the Son of God 
came to procure for sinful men. Great were hb la- 
bours, and greater hb sufleringSi in this design*. 
Great was the price which he paid for our redemp- 
tion. How shall we escape, li we neglect tms. 
great salvation ? 

What mighty encouragement have we to seek it !' 
The Saviour, who was so laborious in. our cause, 
will approve and aid ow labours. He, who. was s^ 
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ihiKkinpmfa^forme&whyefaewwoi^mitlv wift 
vegaideiirhiittbtepnqrcranowheisiQheaveik Ho 
isaMetosaveto th6 iittcnnost tbem who coiMtQ 
Godbjrhini, seeing heaver byes to make k^wceok 
An» He has departed from this worlds ai^asc^i^ 
ed into heaven, to appear in the presence oC Godf 
SdI* «sk Let dl ty» wsk after hiia* Th&f niio 
actedc dndl find* The«% who cooae to him» be will 
in no wise cast out. Hehascomnaodedu^to^edi 
kin? a»Atiehii«iii(ts^dlQiw,Seekyeifteifttitin. 
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VjrUB text might iiatuitdlv lead US to coci^ 
«der ^e du^ of piayer at brge : But whfit I have 
mere e^cially m view, is the duty oi familu prajf^ 
tr. This is one kind <rf* prayer^ and ttierefore one 
thing intendedb;|[ the Apostle, when he directs us 
to pray mfivays withoi/ prayer. 

If family prayer was practised by pious men, uo- 
dcr the old testament, and in the time of our Sav- 
iour and his Apostles, as I shall shew that it was ; 
and if the expression, pray always^ is generally \is^ 
cd to signify daily prayer, as I think will apfiear 10 
its pr(^)cr plaoe, then we must suppose, thatinthi^ 
exhortation, £umly wqrahip is included^ and prin- 
^^fsSLy designed. 
I shall therefiore, 

I. Shew our obligation to family prayer. 

II. Inquire what reasons there are for stated 
morning and evening prayer. 

III. Kepresent the manner in which &mily WQIV 
(hip ought to be performed. 
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I. Ishafl|diewourobiigali(mtofaini)7pniy 
The scripture, jn giving us rules of conduct, ha» 
not descended to every minute case, nor stated the 
precise limits, of duty in ^ery possible circum* 
stance ; for haditdone so, it would have been too 
voluminous for common use. All that we can ex«- 
pect firom it, is, that it should lay down such gen- 
eral rules, as common reason, with an honest heart,^ 
mayeasily apply to all particiilar cases; and should 
illustrate these rules by such femiliar examples, as. 
will, on all occasions, direct us to a just application, 
of them. And this is what it has done* It has,, 
for instance, explained and inculcated the duties of 
justice and charity ; but has lejft it to human reason 
to apply the gencral'preoepts ta particular cases*. 
So it has lu-ged the duty of prayer, pointed out 
miany of the occasions of it, ainl ^ewn the temper 
with which it should be performed. But it has not 
distinctly spex^ified all the possible occasions or mat^ 
ters of prayer. To have done this, would have 
been not only endless, but needless, as wisdom,, 
accompanied with a devout heart, will be sufficient 
to direct. It has inculcated prayer in general, and 
'distinctly recommended secret and social prayer, as 
well as enjoiped us to pray always with all prayer r 
and faipily prayer is so evidcndy included in the 
general precepts, and comprehended within the 
general reasons of social prayer, that no devout and 
wrious heart can doubt, but this is as much intend- 
ed as any kind of prayer ; and he who attempts to 
disprove his obligation to it, must, at the same 
tinKc, deny his obligation to pray at all. And he 
who denies this, must not only renounce Revelatioif, 
but discard natural religion, and even the govern* 
ment of * Providence. 

• The obligation to social prayer is so plain, and so 
generally acknowledged, that I shall here take it t» 
be conceded. 
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If this is a duty, Who are the persons to associ- 
:ate for the performance of it ? Certainly they who 
4UC in a capacity to me6t togedier — ^they who arc 
^nnected by coaunon interest — ^they who diare in 
the same wants' and the same favours-— they who are 
united in aflfection, and^can make each other's ca^ 
ses their own*— Who then are under so strong ob- 
ligations to this duty, as the members of a family 1 
They dwell in the same house-^-they natursdly care 
ibr each other — ^their afflictions and mercies are ia 
common — ^if one member suffers, the rest suffer 
^ith him — if one be honoured, all rejoice. A fam* 
ily then is such a society, as is under the first obli- 
gation .to social worship. If you can find any pre- 
.cept in the Bible,, which enjoins social worship, ysm 
need look no fiuther : You have found one for faih^ 
ily worship. 

You will not deny, that it is your duty, as the 
master of a family, to bring up yoiu* children and 
domesticks in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. But, Can you d^ this without the mainte* 
nance of &mily worship ? — Will the younger mem« 
bers of your household act under a sense of God 
and religion, when they see you regardless of him^ 
and of the honour which you owe him ? 

To impress on tender minds devout and pious 
Bentiment^y nothing can be better adapted, than 
fitmily worship ; in which they daily hear a God 
acknowledged, his perfections adored, sin andguik 
confessed, pardon and grace entreated, their depNen; 
dence recognized, and every needed blessing im- 
plored. 

If praver belongs to religion, you are to instruct 
your children in this, as well as oUier parts of reli- 
gion. And, Is not example the most familiar and 
successful method of communicating to the youn^^ 
religious instruction? — Without this will otiier 
means avail ? Prayer was one thing, in which Jesus 
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iMd }cihn ihstructed their disclplefe : i^oA, b there 
toot the same reason vfhy yoa sfttouMi insmict yefiir 
tfailAren inptayer ? And, How cslnytm so ^ea^ 
teadi thetn to pray, sdpp^ them whh matter foi* 
jprayer, and inipress liheir minds widi a sense of ks 
impottflnce, as by reqoSrmg their daily attendance, 
iO^hsti you address ihe common Father, in yooro^fft 
and their behsirt 

ln*mo5tiamifies1here are some, i4rho havetiot 
^t^City distincdy to apprehend, and property to 
^xpreto^eir own wants. These need'die assi;st- 
ance of others. Now, as chfldren can tinda^tiia^ 
a l^guage, before they can speak it with pk^oiidety ; 
solhey can join in a prayer, *bdbre1hcy canlfttuiie 
one for themselves. If then it b your duty to as- 
sist yoiir younger domesdcks in pn^rer, it is yoqlr 
di^ty to lead them in such petitions, as you wouftl 
;offerto God for them, and -wish diem tp oler for 
themselves. 

Does not fionily worriiip appear to .you ten- 
sensible f I am sure, it cannot appear otherwise. 
3ut you will ask, perhap3, for some commands* 
'These are not wanting. There are examples, which 
iuive the force of cdnunands : And there are com- 
mands, too, some more implicit, and odietis fodl 
and 'express. 

We will first attend to the examples, which hare 
the force of commuids. 

What is a command ? It is any signification of 
the divine will concerning our conduct. God, ijy 
ai)proving a thing which is done, shews it to be hiii 
will, that it should be done. By approving the e%^ 
amples of pious men in maintaining^fiimily religion, 
he has given these examples, with respect to us, dl 
the authority of precepts ; for he has mewn itto fcie 
his will, that we should do the same. 

The first example, to which I wouldrefer you, is 
that of Abraham. He, at the command of God, 
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left hb native country, his kindred, and hb father's 
house, on account of the idolatry and irreligion 
which prevailed there, and came with his family 
into the land.of Canaan, for the sake of enjoying 
the pure worship of the one true God. In his piU 
grimage he made various removes ; but wherever 
be chose a residence, we find that he immediatelv 
built an altar to the Lord, and there called on his 
name. How highly God ap[)roved his pie^ in 
m^ntaining religion in his family, you learn from 
the commendation given of him in the xviiith chap* 
^ of Genesis : — I kwrw Abraham^ that he will 
command his childreny and his household after him^ 
andthev shall keep the way of the Lord^ to do jus* 
tice andjudgmenti that the Lord may bring upon A-- 
hraham that which he hath spoken of him. 

The example of Joshua, in the xxivth chapter 
of hb histoiy, b pertinent to our purpose. He 
aajrs to the people of Israel — Fear the Lord and 
serve him^ and put away the strange gods^ which 
your fathers served^ on the other side cf the floods 
meaning Abraham's idolatrous ancestors, ancTm E* 
gyptj where. their ancestors had been corrupted, 
and serve ye the Lord. And if it seem evil to you 
to serve the Lord, choose ye^ thisday^ whom ye will 
serve: But as for me and my house^ we will serve 
the Lord. To serve the Lord, in the language of 
die old testament, usually signifies, to worshiphinu 
Thb must be the meamng of the phrase m this 
place, because it stands op^ised to me worship of 
strange gods. But, How could Joshua resolve for 
hb &mily, as well as for himself, that thejr should 
worship the Lord ? Most certainly he maintained 
fltatedforms of social worship in hb house, and re« 
quired their attendance. In thb manner you may 
make and execute the same resolution. When he 
commandedthepM^^ilrtofearthe Lord and serve him, 
doubtless he meant, that they should serve higa ia 
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thesameinanncrfinivlndiliescivedliimMf^ If 
Joshua then spake under divine direction, htte m 
an express command, binding all heads of fam3ie« 
to maintain the worsinp of God in their houses. 
~ The next example which I shall mention, is thst 
of Job, chapter 1st. MTJien his cUMren, accor£n^ 
te the family custom, were holding a feast on ea^ 
^ne's birth day, he sent and sanctified them, and 
rose up earhf in the morning ^ and offered sacrklee 
accorc&ng to the number of mem all ; for he said, A 
fnaif be that my sens havesmnedy andeursed Godm 
thetr hearts Sacrifice^ which was accompanied 
with prayer, often signifies divine worship in gea« 
trsi. Job sent and sanctified his children^ Hecdi^ 
ed upon them to prepare for, and join hi, the reK* 

Sous solemni^, which be was about to perfbmu' 
^ offered sacrifice aecortSng to the number of them 
pH. He preaded in the dofemnity, and addressed 
iAf Deitv in a manner adapted to tfie several ca4Ct 
of his dhildren. It is added, ThusSd Job eantmm^ 
oBy — every day of die l^t, or at eveiy ficsdval 
aptemnity. 

This example, which is reooided aa an inafanoft 
of Job's piety ajid uprigfatness, is a virtual com* 
mand to all heads of iamiKes, to worahip God hi 
tiieir houses continually. You will say, p^impSi 
** Job's children were now settled in distinct ikmi^* 
lies, and therefore this is rather an instance cSocea^ 
.fJMa/,.than an example of ifttferffiimily worslap." 
But consider— Job and his sons lived in a viciniqr t 
ifl those eaily times die father officiated as a ptieat 
among ibis childnen ; and sacrifices were open acts 
trf' religion accompanied with prsq^er. Now if Job, 
after his children were removed to their respective 
houses, still embraced every opportuni^, Vfhen 
^ey were occasionally together, to lead and engage 
^em. in social worship, Can it be thought, that 
there was no such thing as femily devotion, whik 
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Us chidKn were about him, in his dwn hoose^and 
wider bis inaviediBke cafe ? Ii¥thi»yiew»theexan^ 
1^ eome» widk additk»ial foFca. 

We have dso the e jianqile of Davids 2 Stamuel^ 
n. The king had brought the ark of God aod s^ 
it in ita place, had Ueaaed the peof^e id>the nane of 
the Lord> and c&tribnted ataiiMg them his royi^ 
bounty. And when theae things wem done, uU the 
pwhle departed^ Merjf man toUafumieir then jDa^- 
IHa returned tb Ueee /ns fumseMd-*"-^ bl^ss thedi^ 
as he had befofe blessed the jieople. Toblese an- 
other in the name c€the Loid, is* to^^ im a btesa- 
lag upon him. Thw Aarai Md hie^aoi^. are di- 
rected to bless the peopie^ fttymg^ Tke Lefd blue 
ihee^ endkeep thee^ ananmke hajaee to sAime t^m 
ikee* David V iletsing hia housdioldrinust then 
mean hia praying for the bfefifiing of God to alctend^ 
thea^ And that tins waa an act (^ seeial womhip^ 
jKl which hia fitmily were present,, ia evident firom 
the circttmstsmce oS his ret^rnifig to blesa th^m.. 
Had it bera onlya aeeret prayer for them, it n^g^ 
aa well hai»e been made elsewhea^ aaat h^n<^^ 

Our blessed Saviour^ whose life was filled, up 
with religious servioes^ oftea t^ hb« dbcipk^ 
apart for prayer, and other acts^of worship^ We 
Kad of hi^ going up wkA them mtaa fhauntain. fth 
pray; askA^oilashcmg ahne prayings and hudtsfn- 
ptes tekh him. He was a^arttf ia relatioa to &e iTtaA 
Ijteeir, whom he had just befoce dismissed; but in 
the company of his diseiples, who were his family^ 
Tfaej were wJM him^ while he pmyed. 

You remember the high comniendatiofi given of 
^ centtfion Cornelius^ in the xth chapter of the ^ 
Acta. Hs rtms a deveuivian^ end erne who feared 
Qodvnth M his heme — end prayed $& God always; 
or daily ^ at the stated hours of prayer> which weitoe 
nK)f ning and evening. Can it oe thought that tliia 
devout Gentile had no pQiyers^inhb hpuse? Of^ 
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That the attendance of his domesticks, at the hours 
of prayer, was not required? — ^How then could he 
be saidto f»ay atwayj and to fear God with all his 
hmse ? The hapn^ consequence of his family de- 
votion, jrou well know, God heard his prajyers, di- 
rected him, in a vision, to send for Peter, who, at 
the same time, was divindy instructed to go yiiAi 
the centurion's messengers, and tell him words, by 
whichhe and all his house should be saved. The 
Apostle went and peached to them. They believed, 
were baptized ana received the Hol^ Ghost &d- 
vation, you see, came to his house, m consequence 
of that devout spirit, by which he worshipped God, 
gave alms, and prayed alway. 

In the apostolick times, frequent mention is 
made of churches in particular houses. To such 
en one and the church in his house^ is a common sal- 
utation. On the other hand, we meet unth saluta- 
tions, Jrom such an one and the church in his house. 
This phrase cannot import, that all the Christians, 
in such a city or place, assembled in that house for 
worship; for then the salutation to, or from, such 
a person and the church in his house, would be a 
salutation to, or from, all the Christians in that city 
where the house was ; and the Apostle would not 
be so particular, as he usually is, in mentioning sal- 
utations to, and fix>m, fiunilies and persons, in the 
sameci^. The meaning therefore must be. So- 
lute such an oncy and his Christian Jamify. Now» 
In what sense b a fsanily called a church? A 
church, you know, is a society of Christians united 
for the worship of God. A &mily then can in no 
other sense be called a church, than as the mem- 
bers of it agree in acts of social worship, and thus 
form the resemblance of a church. Family w<»*« 
ship, you see, was practised by the primitive Chris- 
tians, and approved by the Apostles. Suurely we 
need not more ezampks* 
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Do jrou call for express precepts ?-^ur text is 
tme. Fray always with a// prayer. The word oA 
Tvays^ applied to prayer, is an allusion to the morn- 
ing and evening sacrifice, which was called, the ctm^ 
tinaal sacrifice^ and therefore plainly directs us to 
morning and evening prayer ; as I shall have occa- 
sion to shew under the next heiad. And all prayer 
must include family prayer. Indeed if no such 
tiling as &mily worship had ever been known, and 
the Apostle had been about to introduce a kind of 
worship entirely new, he would probably have been 
more explicit. But as it was then, and long had 
been known and practised in relie;ious families ; 
had been a usage among the patriardis and the Jews, 
and was continued amon|; Christians, it must ne* 
cessarily be included in dus universal injunction. 

The Lord's prayer is an express command fcnr 
daily &mily prayer. It b introduced in the form 
of a precept After thii manner pray ye. That 
social prayer is intended, cannot be doubted, for the 
form runs wholly in the plural number. In the pre- 
ceding verses, our Lord gives cUrections for solita* 
fy prayer. In treating of this, he uses the singu- 
to number. fFhen thou prayett enter into thy 
closet J shut thy dbor, and pray to thy Father in se* 
cret. He then passes to social pnyeVy and, as his 
subject naturally led him, he changes the number. 
But when ycpray^ use not vain repetitions — a/ier 
this manner pray ye. Our Father who art in hea^ 
ven. Not only the change of number, but the di^- 
lowance of repetitions and much speakings shews 
diat social prayer is the subject ; for these, though 
improper in joint prayer, for very obvious reasons, 
may be adm>tted in solitary prayer, where we may 
breathe the feelings of the teart with less regard to 
order, time or dictibn, .than when we are speaking 
in behalf of others. Our saviour continued all 
night in solitary prayer. He prayed three timesp 
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flaving the same wardi^ I would obsenre firAer r 
This lona it intended to direct us in dbi/y, as wdl 
jis socisJ pcajrer ; m a^pe^m from the fourth peti-^ 
^mt Give m this day, our dafly bread. Familj 
eraser must here be princi^y intended^ for a 
^rauly is the only society that can meet for dailff 
prwer. 

YouwiU also find an express command in the 
ivth chapter of the epistle to the Colossians. The 
Aposde is here, and in the preceding chapter, 
treating of domestiok and relative duties, as the du^ 
ties b^ween husbands and wives, parents and, 
' children, masters and servants » and to thesa he 
immediately subjoins a precept concerning pmyen 
Continue msUmtm pruyef^ md watch m the same 
with tlumkigiw^. As the duties incumbent on 
.ftinilies are his subkct, it is natural to suppose 
thst £undly prayer is here inten^^cL 

i shall mention but qiicl authori^ more, which is 
that of the Apostle Peter in the iiid chapter of his 
ist£pist}e« He there in the frst place points out 
to wiv^ their duty to their huihanda, such as obd^ 
dience, ch^^Btity, modesty and peaceableness. He 
next shews the duty of husb^rnds to their wive% 
03 dwelling with them, givine them honour, and 
treating them with kindness. Jn a word, he directs 
them to regvd eadb other, 09 being heirs together of 
the grace of li/le. And the general reasc»t which 
Ite assigns^ is this, thtrt their pratfers be not hmder- 
^d You will here observe, that the necessity of a 
suitable performance of the duty of prayer, is made 
an argument for other domestic duties. An aigtt- 
ment usQd to prove the obligation, or urgp the prac- 
tice of any duty, is ^ways suf^osed to be moie 
nlain, if possible, than Uie duty' recommended 
When therefore the Apostl^ from the dan^ of the 
loterruption of their prayers, urges the wsfe to be 
subject to her husband, and him to ipvehononrto 
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her, besapposetk to be man. obTioQ% i3bAiiMf 
^Kmld li?e tM^ethcr ki sockd pn^'er^ tfaaa tluA afat 
shoilklbe obeoent to him, or thtt he should giw 
iionour to her. 

I vi^ onlf remark farther, thrt: hi thb paas^ 
Ae Ap6ide considers joint prayer as moumbcsl oa 
MatiAfiimiltes, such as consist ol^Jr of d^hiisfasod 
and v^lfe. He tn^fss a soitidde tmtment cf each 
«liierm liie conjugal reUtion, that their pnijras 
Bttjr net be imeirupled* Let this be cansiderodt 
hf those^ vf)M hadie newijr entered bton fimi^ 
state* 

I have the more kirgcly stated the arguments for 
thb duty, because some have pretended, that there 
is no warrant for it in the word of God. Such in- 
sinuations are as groundless, as they are dangerous. 
The very persons who make them, ¥riU» under cer- 
tain circumstances, shew that they do not believe 
them. If they should hear of some officer in the 
church, or of some Christian professor, who neg- 
lected &mily worship, they would not fail to cen- 
sure and reproach him. But, Is this a duty incum« 
bent only on certain characters ? In a time of &m- 
Uy distress, they will desire that prayer may be 
made in their houses. But, Are they dependent 
cm God onlv when they are sick, or when one lies 
dead by theu- wall ? Live under a sense of yourcon- 
tiniud dependence, and you will pray always with 
all prayer. 

Let heads of femilies stand within their houses, 
as priests of God, offering the sacrifice of prayer 
and praise continually. L^t the younger members 
give a serious attendance, realizing the divine pres- 
ence, and approaching it with godly fear. Let 
your houses become as churches of God ; and the 
churches will become more glorious. Let them 
be the places, where prayer is wont to be made, 
where God's word is read, and where suitable in- 
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structions are g^ven, and the services, of the sanctum 
ary will be more edifying. Happjr is the fiitnily, 
which, with united hearts, serve God and pray al- 
ways — chappy the man, who is the head of such a 
family — ^hajppy the members of a house, which is 
blessed because of the ark of God — Chappy the 
chureh, which consists of such families, ouch a 
church is one greater &mily, whose members are 
pursuing one common design; and the families 
are so many smaller churches, allbuilded together 
ibr an habitation of God, thrqueh the Spirit, and 
growing unto an holy temple in the Lord. 
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SERMON XV. 

Family Pfayef. 

BPHEStANS^vU 18. 

fr^^fing dtwayt, wkh all praytt mnd suppUcatian intkg spirit, and 
walcHing thcrewuo with all perseverance^- 

jLN our former discourse, on this text, we 
considered our obligations to maintain the wordiip' 
dt God in ow houses. 

We win now, as was proposed, . 

n. Inquire, whether there is any thing id reason^, 
or scripture,.teading us to fix on morning and even- 
ing, as the stated seasons^ of family worship. 

I. Our prayers^ certainly ought to be Jrequent 
zjAamstanU 

So much^ at least, must be intended by our 
Apostle, when* he directs us to pray ahvaus. What-^ 
ever reasons oblige us to pray at all, bind us to pray' 
often.. ,. ; 

We are continually dependent on God, and in- 
debted to him. We daily feel new wants, prilie 
return of former ones, and receive freslrfevom's, or. 
the repetition of past ones. We often commit of« 
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fences against God, and conttact new guilt# IF 
thenat becomes vtsatall^ it becomes us o/ien to 
repair to the throne of grace with earnest petitions 
for the blessings which we need, and thankful prais- 
es for those which we have received ; with humble 
x:onfession of conscious guilt, and penitent supplica- 
tion of God^s gracious pardoiu 

If prayer is useful, Jrequency in It will make it 
more useful. One use of prayer is to cherish and 
strengthen our serious sentiments and resolutions, 
which, through the infirmity of the fledi and the 
influence of worldly objects, are too apt to languish 
and decay. It is by freauent communion with 
God, that our souls, which so naturally cleave to 
the dust, are raised above thq world, enlivened in 
^uty, and made to feel the power, and taste the 
jdeasure of religion. If our converse widi luia 
should be but seldom, our holy affections and pur- 
poses, in the long intervals, would die away ; and 
fliis deceitful world would get such strong pos- 
session <]f 'ourbearts, that the rare exercises oi de- 
votion would be too feeble to dispossess it, or turn 
our hearts to better objects. 

Family worship, if but seldom attended, will be 
of little use to the younger members of our houses. 
Thefrequent^ unnecessary omissions of it, indicate 
such an indifference in us, that our children will 
easily be led to view it as a matter of trifling con- 
sequence. If we pray iti our families only on the 
sabbath, or in a time of family affliction, taught by 
our example, thevwiU naturally g^ve the business 
ofthe world a preference to the duties of piety, and 
to the care of their souls. If now and then we sug- 
gest to them a different thought, it will but feebly 
impress their minds, while they see it so plainly 
contradicted by our daily conduct. 

Fi-e^uencyin prayer is expressly, and almost as 
«ften, inculcated in scripture, as prayer itself. We 
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are to pray always with allpraxfer — ^to pray without 
ceasing— to continue instant tn prayer — ^to watch 
thereunto with all perseverance — ^to pray always 
and not faint — in every thing to make known our 
requests. What less can these expressions import,, 
than such frequency in devotion, as to keep alive a 
devout, spiritual and heavenly temper ?\ 

2. If we are to pray frequently, then there must 
be some stated seasons of prayer ; for otherwise it 
cannot be attended with decency and order. 

As it is necessary that certain days should be 
stated, by divine appointment, or by mutual agree^ 
ment, for publick worship, that the whole church 
may come together into one place,, and at the same 
time ; so rt is necessary,, that certain hours of the 
day should be stated for /a wi7y worship^ that all the 
members may with one mind, and one mouth, gib- 
rify God. Accordingly we find in scripture, that 
there were periodical times, called the hours of 
prayer, which pious men used constantly to ob- 
serve. Peter and John went up into the temple at 
the hour of prayer , being the ninth hour. What 
less can we understand by the directions, to pray 
always, and without ceasing, than that we should 
have some fixed and stated seasons of prayer ? 
When we prajr at all proper seasons,, and keep alive 
the spirit of piety, then we may be said to pray a/- 
waus. Prayer has a just proportion of our time 
and attention* 

3^ It is evident, that prayer ought to be a daily 
exercise. 

Our Saviour instructs us to pray after this man* 
ner — Our Father who art in heaven,give us this day 
our daily bread. The Psalmist says, every day xinll, 
I praise thee — I will daily perform my vows — / 
cry unto thee daily— 7 ha:ve ccdleddsaly upon thee^ 
mm stretched out mine hand unto thee* It is the 
voice of msdom-^Blessed is the man wh^ heareth 
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piej watching daily at myi g^tes^ waiting at the 
posts of my doors. The prunitive Christians cm- 
tinned daily with one accord in the temple^ They 
daily attended the stated hours of prayer. 

4. If prayer is to be made daily and statedly^ 
then there is a special {Propriety in fixing oh morn- 
ing and evening for the performance of it. ReasOQ 
^tself points out these, as suitable hour^ for &n^y 
worship. 

In the morning, when we arise from our beds, 
and are returning to the labours of our calling, how 
just and reasonable it is, that our thou^ts ^ould 
be with God ; that we should acknowledge his 
care, who has made us to dwell insajEbty, and at 
die same time should comtnit ourselves to him, ii»* 
ploring the protection of his providence, thero- 
straints of his grace, the ^idajaceof his counsel^ 
^d his blessing oa the works of our hands \ 

In the evening, when we h^ve finished the vork 
of the day, how decent and pro^r it is, thatvc 
should gratefully recollect the benefits which we 
have received, penitently confess the evils which we 
have done, and commit ourselves to that Almighty 
Keeper who. never slumbers nor sleeps ; and thas 
lay ourselves down in peace ! 

At these hours our minds ^^ more free i^m 
worldly cares, and our families more at Hberty 
from worldly occupations, than at other seasons. 
We can therefore more readily unite ip the. wor^ 
ship of God, and more easily attend.upon it without 
distraction. 

And as reason, so scripture points out thejse ^^ 
the stated hours of prayer. The prophet^says 
JFithmysoul I have desired thee inikem^ijOXii 
with my spirit within me Iwillseeh thee ej^ly* This 
was the practice of the devout Psalmist, and he 
commend^ it as a good ajid useful practice fiw: 
others. It is a go(d thing to givff, thanks to the 
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Ixurdy to sing praises to thy namej Most Higlh to 
shew forth thy hving kindness in the mcHning^ and 
tty foithfuhiess every night. He is speaking, not 
oi secret but of social Prayen By the former we 
ixmyofier our praises and petitions taGod; but it 
is by the latter only that wc shew Jbrth^ and declare 
his lovinff kindaess and faithfuhiess. This, he 
say9, ought to be done, in the morning and in the 
evening ; not only on special occasions, but cofk- 
stonily every night. And be must have particular 
regard to Jhrnily worship, for families are the only 
. societies, which can every morning asd night asso- 
ciate for divine worship. . 
^ We find that devout men, under some peculiar 
drcumataoces, observed other hours of solitary or 
private prayer. Daniel, in his captivity, prayed 
Mree times a day^ David says, mormngy ndon^ and 
fo^y will I pray. And again, Seven times a day 
WuLl praise thee* But the more common hours of 
Ij^^er, especially of social prayer, mentioned it 
scripture, are morning and evening* 

Job rose* up early in the morning and ajfered^ sa^ 
erifice for his family. David says, My voice shaDt 
mm hefir in the morning, O Lord ; in the morning 
Hfill r direct my prayer unto thee. I will sing aloud 
(^ thy mercy in the morning. / prevented the 
oawning of we morning, and cried. Heman says^ 
JfoM^ morning my prayer shall prevent thee. 

We have many exam pies of evening prayer. DaL 
yid, having spent d^e day in publick devotions, re* 
turned home tables his house/wld. Let my pray* 
ery aajfiihe, beset forth as; incense^ aitdthe lifting 
up of m^ hands as th^ evening sacrifice. Com*^ 
mmfiwith-your awn heart on your hoAr'-^ffer the 
sqcr^eesof righteousness.-^I will lay me down and 
shfip\ forthoUi Lord^ makest me to dwell in safety* 
It was the duty of the Levites to stand every 
imr^pi^ to. t||i^k> a^d praise God, and likewise sit 
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evening. When Darid had replaced the aA, he 
left before it some of the priests, to minister con- 
tinually, as every day^s work required, and to ofl^ 
burnt oflferings to the Lord continually y morning 
and evenings and to do according to all that is writ* 
teni» the uno of the Lord. The law of Moses in- 
stituted a particular sacrifice to be offered daily^ 
half in the mornings and half in the evening. Tms 
D^as called the cofitinual sacrifice. And as this was 
accompanied with prayer, here is an express insti- 
tution of morning and evening prayer* 

This sacrifice, after the temple wasbuflt, was 
offered there — and there, such as dwelt near, usu^- 
ally attended at the hour of sacrifice. To this in- 
stitution our Lord alludes in the parable of the phar- 
isee and publican^ who went up to thetemple to pray. 
When Zacharias entered into the temple to bun^in* 
cense, the whole multitude of the people were with- 
out, praying at the time of incense. They who, 
by reason of distance, or other circumstances, could 
not attend.at the temple, used to pray, at the hour 
of sacrifice, with their faces toward the temple. 
Jonah, when he was cast out of God's presence, re- 
solved, that he would look again toward God's holy 
temple. Solomon, in his dedication prayer, says^ 
** It thy people be carried away captive, and in the 
land ot their captivity return unto thee, and pray 
towards this house^ then hear thou and forgi^.^' 
Daniel prayed at the time of the evening sacrifice^ 
and with his face toward Jerusalem. 

After the abolition of the legal sacrifices, the A- 
posdes and primitive Christians still observed these 
stated hours of morning and evening prayer. Luke 
tells us, that after Christ's ascension, "they were 
tontinuallyj and daily ^ in the temple, praising and 
blessing God." They resorted thither at the third 
and ninth hours. To these stated hours the Apos« 
tic evidently alludes, when he directs us to pray a/- 
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iBDuyf — ^to pray -without ceash^ — ^to offer' the sacri- 
:fice of prsuse continually. And thus we are to un- 
derstand, what is said of Anna the prophetess, that 
she departed not from the temple^ but served God 
with prayers night and day. 

Thus from the institution of the morning and 
evening sacrifice, wluch was accompanied with 
prayer ; from the practice of pious men under the 
old testament, and of the Aposdes and early Chris- 
tians under the new ; from the frequent directions 
to pray alrvaysj which plainly allude to the continu- 
al saciifice, apd from the express words of the 
Psalmist, who recommends it, as a good thing, to 
shew forth God*s loving kindness in the mornings 
and his faithfulness every night, it fully appears to 
be the indispensable duty of every Christian family 
to maintain the stated worship of God, and to at- 
tend upon it, ordinarily, every morning. 
I proceed now to shew, 

III. In what manner our family worship ought 
tobepeHbrmed. 

!• In this, as in all other religious exercises, there 
must be an attention and engagedness of mind. 

We are directed to pray in the spirit — ^to watch 
unto prayer-^to lijt up our hearts^ with our hands^ 
unto God in the heavens. It is the inwrought and 
fervent prayer, which avails much. If while we 
draw near to God with our mouths, our hearts are 
fer from him, we worship him in vain* Our pray- 
ers must be the expressions of real, heartfelt de- 
sires, not the tinkling of an unmeaning cymbal. 
God hears the desire of the humble. Without the 
concurrence of the heart, bodily exercise profits 
little. We must draw near to the throne of grace, 
with a serious, collected and devout spirit. This. 
is alike the duty of him who leads, and of them 
who join in prayer ; for unless these adopt the pe- 
titions which are made, and^ with the words of the 
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isjieakfer, send up their own hearts to God, with no 
ftxypnety can they be said to join with him jin pray* 
^r. ' . 

2. There is an external decency and Mfemruti/y 
^ vhich ought always to be regarded in oiir femlly de- 
votions. 

The person, who conducts them, is to consult 
not merely his own, but the common edification. 
His manner should be grave, his expressions perti- 
nent, hii utterance deliberate, th^ others may un- 
derstand the nature, and feel the weight of what he 
offers ; and that, " seeing him aflfect^ with a sense 
of what he is doingj, proportionally to it& importance,, 
they may catch' th^ flame of his devotion, and fed 
Aefr own hearts bum with the same pious ardour,'*^ 

3. Some preparation is ot'dinarily expediejit, that, 
^BspOfesessing our miiids of worldly thoughts and 
cares, we niay attend upon God without distraction. 

Job sent and sanctified his ef&ldren — called upon 
Ihem t6 prepare for the femily sacrifice. The 
prophet inauires, fHui is he that eiigageth his. he^rt 
to approach unto Ood? The heart must be engag- 
ed^ that the approach may be acceptable; For tfibse 
who attended the passover without opJ)ortUnity JSmt 
fte legal purification, Hezekiah prayed, sayihgr, 
•* The good Lord pardon every one, who prepar^ 
his heart to seek God, though he be not cle^sed 
according' to the purification of the saitctiiiuy.^ 
On a like occasion Josiah commanded the LeVites 
to prepare and sanctifif themselves,.aiidlthyir breth* 
ren. These examples teach us, that some prepa- 
ration is'requisite for a suitable petfbrmance of so- 
cial worship. The practice of reading a portion of 
rtsripture, previous to family prayer, is very com- 
mendable, and highly useful. It not only Asposes 
the mind for devotion, but begets a reverence for 
tiie word of God. The master of a household 
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ihotild require his domeaticks to give at serious and 
orderly attendance, and should choose those seasons^ 
which will best adinit of it, suid most easily com- 
port with it. 

4. Family woiship should be maintained ^/M(/i^» 
wMaut unnecessary omissions. 

It is the Aposde's direction to families, that they 
wontinue in prayer, and tvatch in the same wim 
tfaank^vingv - The morning and evening sacrifice 
was orored continuaUu* The Apostles were daiiy^ 
with one accord, in the temple* There b ordina- 
rily the same reason for prayer and praise, every 
day, as any day ; for we dotty need, and daily re- 
ceive new favours from God. Our Saviour has 
taught us to pr^y^ Give us this day our daily bread. 
We must not admit Utde trifling excuses for the o. 
iDis^oti of this du^. Too great an indifference to 
this importiuit exerdae appears in those, who are 
fitquently abroad themselves, end allow their chiU 
dreti also to be abroad, at such unseasonable hours^ 
Ifaat it must either be often neglected, or performed 
ait a time, when few <^ the family are present^ 
atid none ^ them in a suitsdble frame and prepam^ 
dpato attend it. 

5.- The matter of our addresses should be taken 
fit>m the common concerns j and the manner of diem 
ttdi^ted to the common capacities of the &mily. 

Job ofibred burnt offerings for his children accord^ 
ing to the number of them all. He accommodated 
his prayers to the state of his household ; and so 
ou Ate very paj^nt« . * 

There are many wants, and many mercies, whicA 
are cdhmon to all* These are always proper mat- 
ter of our jdnt devotions. Some members -ma^ 
be under peculiar circumstances of joy or sorrow* 
If one member suffer^ all- are to suffer with him. 
If one be honoured, sdl should rejoice. The statfc 
of each member, so far as it is a common concern 

Vol. L a a 
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/ md worthy of SK) serious notice, OMl^^l^^Dlfll^ 

. Iql HiQst femUks, tbep; Die 9f)SIP* !ir)iow 1f>ffifi» 
ttre tender, and whose capacities ave but sna^ { %§ 
^refo«5 wfto aljieftksift pr»f«r. JshwW »tt«r ViA 
the tongue tlnngs -esu^ tp k^ i}fl4«>1!tQP4 J JW4 
frhJJe b0 i>rayB in this spirit, be ^enpld pp»F vil^ the 
«U}cki«tiiodi(ig also i else, How ^^11 flipy yrl^ oi^mr 
fy the foona of the junleamed, »y, Ani«n) 91 W» 
^titiom andgivii^ (^ 4ian^, mfcmg %»¥ w4«fr 
•^tand pot what he say? ? 

wflided* 

. ^* For ^rant of prudewe in ^ fli»ttiir, U Is p«h 
DibK ^ni« youn|^ {teiiacp^, in r^Hgipw &9iiUe9» 
])»v6h«e9l«i«odi§vdMireUgi9ft» moift then thef 
9iKH)ld9^herwi^h«v»dooe/' V^^tbfiil vM^x^onr 
9ot !k»>g h<s fixed in p^o^ f^t^ition, wl^nfiM wm 
a^vi(pmrm»> Whep the ifiiTfiwchjWKwe^ hi»nfeit 
flCHpe, it i9 no Im^er edifying, If :&fnMy wi^cvhip 
Ifi cufitPfu?iiiy 6nwn out to undue length* tjb«e ywup 
Instead of attending op it ittith pleswre^ m<^ Ipei 
q$^ons u* jsbun i^ Our 3»y.ioHr «»utipm usik^ 
to imitate those, who use vain repeti^oAi), MdlhMl 
^jr 'Shall bi9 h^ard for their m^oh axafcitig.. In 
f)ur filosets, we saay give fuU y(e«t tp t\m §mPI¥r 4f 
our own devotion : But in ow family iwyer^ te 
i^^hifsh CM9('s in«tru0tioo9 «9peci«Py reliit«» we 
fjlpijld 0on9uU Ap devfttipB of ouf i^Up^^ woi»hipt 
pgrq, And thp «Qd^ whif^ h» h^ girm ii9> 
shews, that these should be O0iA|Nepdipi|% plflio 

iind;fi»tn*Uap« 

7, ^very vomer of a &mUy aliPtdd bp mfMt 
that Ae Planner of his lifi: Qc«r9«ipqn$ivi^% 4^ 
yotipus. 

He ^puld maintain the waMp (^ Qq4 «p( rb 
<R 9ubatit|ite fi^ holbei^ pf Mf^, ml i« a inr«» f^ 
PH»notangtt* i^iptbi«U|^the6iijwldtQftphli» 
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Iff^yitA iff t^gjiM it. If, iM\t he is stf let in his 
pra^^n, \A ikmaik in \A!s tminh, or if, tvMIe he 
feqtiif^ tteii- atteddainc^ dtt ^ ibhhs of 6tttii\ohy. 
^' indtf^e^ thiitir in &e practice of ini(|uky , hk rep- 
iestotd i«lif^a!i £t ^l&c6ntfa£e(Soh, shd te^hds 
toeiil to ftew it With utter cotateihot. When JfecOb 
-W^iax>tit to «r6tit an altiti*t<>06(idt Bethel, whefe 
God liad ordered him to dwell., he said tbius houtb- 
ftdii, arid to ttU Tt;fu> it/tfre vfHk AiHi, Put dixxsg the 
^Miftg&gods tbftich are tttiMtg iott:, arUf be cleah, 
iOld Ch6ng6 iJout garthMti^ ahdlei Us ariie^ and go 
fi^ td MetheX and fiviil tkdk^ there an altar mtto 
GiO, t'he .^aate l»etef tifgc* htisbandif and 
Wives tb a virtuous hdtaii^otir in tfi&t rektiob, thi$ 
tMi- priiyi^ b&fidi /H^tdered. Hs teaches theni, 
Usat th6y cannot pi^y tbtgeHtti to itmt o#n, sihd 
fttettiHtty's eMcadori, toilers they Ihe togethef', 
mdhSf-t6fihegrae«t^Bfe, David cOntetted not 
hiihdetf iWth ble^irig his househbM, but rfesolted, 
that lie WMdd b^tdoe hivfseJ/isiiely lit h petjhbl Hiab 

iftaf h& io^tddiodlk within hk hoHse iifOh a perfe&t 

Aedt-t^-^ind thtii hi veotild iiaf iomtteiiariei in his 
&!tA\Lya'»i£kedpef'Soii.- 

I Miafi nt)W Cfaisfe this ^fecoiirse Wiih<wO re*»aH*s.. 

t l&iiofl betWeed ^ heads of a hMfy- lippet^ 
ib be a tuatter <^ ^/ttat J<nportai«:<;. 

tTie ttiainfenaijce of socidl \Wrfahipi, aild thfe 
iftiAsmi^M of re^gJDifi,. Iqr a- pioiii eduCatiioB of/ 
ctodi«rf, fe eVidentiy oneeiWfc* Whit* feniUtes tsft 
ibfitfed.. Whew praVef is hindered, one great de- 
uigti of dfe dome^ck rdation is defcats^A' Socid- 
w(»«Iupcan be acceptable on^whenk H. ofet^d 
^tbfaiiMAility^ iheekness and love. Fdtofvr vror- 
tfiipperiittust be Ulre iMhide46nife fe^vard aflwhefj. 
ihvphiif hkfl^ widiout Wrathj dWd forgive, if 
fli^y have anght against one anofli^r<* *fea*6« *hy 
ihan. Wrath, clamour and- cohtentioii ife palpa^ 
bly cotttraty to die spirit of prayer. If the head^ 
of a fiunilyr who ought to be one spirit, as well a» 
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'one flesh, live in eternal brawls, wrangles and CQn« 
tradictions, What is their house but a Babel ? — 
Amidst such a tumultuous scene, Can the members 
unite their hearts and voices in the daily worship of 
their Creator ? Or, Will God reg^ their offenn^, 
or accept it with good will at their hands ? God is 
not the author of confusion, but of pea<^. LiCt aU 
things be done decently and in order. 

2. If social worship, and the religious education 
of chUdren, are duties mcumbent on all heads of 
families, then there ought to be a knowledge of the 
nature, a belief of the principles, and a rejgard to 
the duties of rdigion, in all who enter into the mar- 
ried state. The ignorant, the unprincipled, the 
pro&ne, when they unite to become the heads of a 
household, are oftdn the guilty instruments of bring* 
ingforwEOid a family for ruin. Let none thmkthem« 
s^es qualified for so important a trust, until th^ 
have acquired such a knowledge of religion, and 
possess such a seme <A its importance, as to be ap 
Die and disposed to maintain tnose duties ofjuety^ 
government and instruction, which are exj^essly 
enjoined on all who are placed in that station. 
What, then, you will ask. Are none hxAihtgo^y 
aflowcd to many ? Know, my pert young friend, 
none who many are allowed to be ungodly, Kemcm- 
ber, religion is of importance to you now in ycmr 
single capacity ; and its importance will be vastly la- 
creased, -^hea you become the head of a iamil V ; 
for then you will stand in a connexion with oChos, 
whose virtue and happiness will much depend on 
your ccmduct » 

Andyou, my brethren, who have chiHreh gww- 
' fiig up under your care, realize your obligation to 
bnng them forward on the stage of life, ftuiushed 
with such religious knowledge and sentiments, that 
when they, in their turn, shall become heads of £im« 
lies, they may transmit religion to another genera* 
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tion. For this purposei you must maintsun the 
vrorahip of God in your houses, in the manner 
nvhich has been recommended. Peihaps there are 
some who study evasions and excuses, and deter- 
mine to ccmtinue in their neglect. But after all 
you can say, I dare appeal to your conscience, 
whether there is not sucn evidence of the indispeq- 
sable obligation of this duty, as would be more thaa 
enough to satiny you in any case, wherp your mind 
stood previously indifierent. I dare appeal to jrour 
conscience, whether you are restndned firom pray- 
ing in your family, by a persuasion thatitisan un- 
scriptural and unwarrantal^e piactice ; or by an ap- 
prehension that it will bring guilt w yoiu* soul, and 
misery on your family, I diare i^pealta your con- 
science, whether your neglect c^ family worship is 
not owii^ more, to a spirit of indi&;renc^th4n to a- 
nyreid toniplesin thematten Brine the question 
home, for once, to your conscience, Whether you 
didnot first omit it through disinclination, and men 
seek reasons to justify the omission ? It was not a 
sense oT duty that dictated the neglect; but previ- 
ous neglect that sug^ted your evasions of the du- 
ty. lK>wever easy it may be^ in the days of pros- 
perity, to reconcile your minds to a prayerless life, 
yet in the day of family adversity, when your chil- 
dren are by death torn from your embraces, or 
when you feel yourselves under his arrest, &e re- 
flection cm such a life will pierce yoid through and 
thnm^. Encouraged by God's ^acious prom- 
ises m %vaur of the god jy and their houses, and 
awed by the threatenings'of his wrath Sig^nst the 
lamilies- which . call not on his name« ado^t the rev 
^ution of the pious captain of Israel, ^^rm^ 
mimyh(m9e^ we will serve the Lord. ; > 
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A Chtiithn Family helping Ih^MmM^. 

kCyLfjKi xvt 8i 4i i* 

ihy Make kaee IM dawH OMr MMifrdM ; muh wIM mi M^ 
Jgipt tkaniki, 6tff «li0 alltheckurtket^ Jkt Otmtiiw. idklr 
fbiugrcti ike eknirck tktu si m /Mr ho^itt 

iVqUILA, and h» wiig Pri^eShy the 
t#o {jerscms whom Paul here saktted, art several 
times name4 tt his epistlesiy an<l always mentiooed 
yfrith partioukr moths of friendsUp and e^^eeni* 
His first acquaintance with them was at Corinth. It 
is s^ ia the l&th chapter of the Acts, Patif cmhe 
fo Gdrinth^ and foumc certain Jew named j^juUoy 
b$m in Pontus, lately come Jhom Jtaly^ wifh tm 
wfe Prii^loybeeame theU Claudkis had contmawkd 
ail^Jfws k> depart Jrom Home. Aquilawas by mi* 
tion a Jew ; the place of his birth w as Pofitus, a 
vrovince ih Cesser Asia, where great Attmbera df 
^ws kihabited^ ainl be had lately made his re^ 
dence in Roijiei Bat a company of Sieves ki Jo* 
dea, having fallen on one Stephanas, a servant of the 
emperour, robbed his baggage, and slain the sol« 
diers who guarded it, an edict was passed, re- 
quiring all Jews to leave that city. In conse- 
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^<m^ «nd there wjnpMg^ m )uf Vfff^V9tm9 
Wl«?h xjTjp tfjgt of a tfnt nxticer. 

He is stud, by the ancients^ to have been.% m^ 
^ fffi^ Jparning. ^ Ji^rofu iqf^}c«s TOf?4w of 
))M»9q4 C^hj^^^l^, |j[e |^s, t)i^ |^k$9f% 
prophets were, by this I^arXE^ Wf> t??|i»^ted $iO» 
^m\Wff V^ #V? Giipek l^swgP, for *? b^pe- 
ppf .th^pi^k^. fn^ tMa tr^nfl^ljlpff, 7ltt9^ 
was extant in lus time, 1^ fsi^es fi]^(j^j^ ^IPtf)^ 

VW Aqpla, tal^ lodging iff ^ hpM9?, fm^abi^ 
$))|Bf¥ ft))- spms tim^, WMrlawg vitfe hiai «i Ifis oc«Hr 
B9*m SW ^^ lia^kiswR } b|*t pug^cWog ?vpjy fohr 
W*, ^n.tlje 6yns)gf|p^, ^ Jews ^ Qr^kft wfep 
fe^ffcM Ithj^^fertol^^arlynu ^ wfutpip^My 9^ 
|^tiine;,^Aqi|U;|j9|ad hisw^eftfit 0Kvqe4 Ap 
toM>¥J^^ ?n^ prpfe?§e4 %^#h 9f th? vm^ 

[iMvpws h(W«!, asi^iif ii^hi«.Pf6f«|vj$|9|. 
eWy »» *F jiyWgPffWe, tb?y dopbt})^ t>rii?ffi»e w«|i 
'm^K^f^ m the natittp ap4 pvi^epflf flf- As <3hri^ 

>*W *ettgW>9' AcwMT^inglF »»?9 fi»0j *fe*^*^ f«fP 
Bt)]p |9 expound to ApoUo^ % /i^sy pf Q94 g^ofp 
fl^pt}y,: 4w he hq4 bp§Jiie. vp^prpf oqd it, 

4?l9feawl "»wwt? fii^qd?jl?ipi wh^chwp endms- 
BSHanji^ v^ th? tjnie. ^ his d(?ath^ In his sww* 
^de tQ Tlmp^* Fl4<?b hp Fillip »» h>» test 

bers them in his salutations. 

^PV^^OFthy theywer^ pf hi? aflfec|HMiai?d esi 
t«efn» Mr« HieW! fwa the chai^cter giv^ pf them |^ 
the wpwjip whi* VP ha,ve dipsen fqr ^m t^ipti; 
With Mfli^4 ane^tion th«y ha4 Mp^4 iPfti4l ipl^ 
labours for Christ. With die h^f:^ of th?^ ftWP 
lives they had preserved fu* for the service of the 
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thurbhes. And vMi^ they promoted the' general 
interest of tdigion, tbeyweie careful to maintain it 
in their own&mily^ They had a church ih their 
h6ti«e> 

The contemplation oflhe character and escample 
of these pious persons, will bring hdtne to us some 
Instructions in our o\im duty* 

L This godly couple appear to have been happSly 
United in dl theijr concerns^ and especially in the 
greatboncems of religion. 

On all occasions they are both mentioned tt^edi* 
er ^ Keitker o^them is once n^uned nrflhout the oth* 
^. They were one flesh, and one spirit. TTiey 
appear as patterns of conjugal union* They dwelt 
togeth^ in days of tranquility, and jointly shared 
'in the calamities of banishnttmt With united 
liands they laboured in the occupation by wiiich 
their household twas supported. Wherever one 
went dr resided, the other attended ; whatever bu- 
siness employed one, the other assisted; atkiin 
yhehr salutaitions to the churches, both unite. When 
Paul salutes one, he salutes the other; he speaks 
ofboth as his helpers in Christ; he acknowledges 
both, as having laid down their necks for him ^ and 
he commends both as presiding ih their house^ and 
rendering it a church of Christ. Aquih had such 
understonding in the things of religion, that be was 
able to instruct Apollos, a man mighty in the scr^ 
"tures of the old testament. And Ihiscilla had 
made such proficiencv in Christian knowledge, that 
she was able to assist nim in expounding die wtiy of 
the Lord. 

Thus cemented by love, sharing together in all 
changes of condition, uniting in the liabours of life, 
and cooperating in the duties of religion, Aey must 
•have enjoyed all the felicities, which can q>ring 
fifom die conjugal relation. 
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As ibis is one of 4ie vtffisX. important relations in 
life, to the parties tnemselves, tb socie^, and to 
posterity, they who sustain it, ought^ above ail 
things, to study mutual peace. This will render 
the relation a bkssiAg ; without this it will become 
a vexation and a curse. 

The Christian pair, considering themselves as 
liaving one common interest, and feeling themselves 
anin^ated by one soul, will readily participate in each 
other's labours and sorrows, and wiU cheerfully 
comnuinicate to each other their own pleasures and 
joys. The rougher paths of life they will tread 
nandin hand> and) by reciprocal smiles of content^ 
will b^ile the tiresome Widk* The pains of life 
they will lighten by bearli^g each other^s burdens^ 
and heighten eveS^jr enjoyment by sharing it in 
coQimoik In the education and government of the 
family, they will stren^theA ea^m other's hands; 
and, instead of contendmg ibr ah idle superiority, 
wiU. con^bine their influence for the good of the 
Ikousehold. Little differences of opinion will be 
Qomposed by mutual condescensi<Hi* Accidental 
ini$teke$ and trivial faults will be overloolced, or 
TiewodM^h the eye of candour. More serious er« 
rours.wm be mentioned with tenderness, and cor« 
reoted with meekness. Heal virtues and worthy* 
atfjoM wM n»eet the cheering smiley of approba- 
tion ;- asd worthy desi^ats will be encouraged by a 
|)iom|H;i iin$dlicited concurrency. Unavoidable in« 
firmit^ .will be viewed with the comforting eye 6f 
pftty^ AOt with : the insulting eye of disdain. - Real 
fidlings wilf not be matter of keen reproach, .but 
6t kind expostulation. Under trifling inoonvenien- 
ces tiiey will not tease and vex each other by eter- 
nal complaints ; nor und^r severe misfortunes will 
they imbitter each other's spirits by mutual up- 
braidings. But on the contrary, by examples of 
patience, cheerfulness and heavenly mindedness. 
V«i. I. B b 
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fhey win elevate their o"^ an4 <stch othet^ V^x^ 
xfbQwt the 3!nanjer, and fortify tiiiem tobea^ Ac 
greater troabSe^ of flus chai?ging ^¥orkL 

tn file important c(moerns of religion, tfac^ wi|l 
walk, as beiqg heirs together of the grace of life, 
that their dail^^pniyers be iK^lhindet-ed^ their virtn'* 
cus resolutfops weakened, nor their good works olv 
^ptructed. While he leads in thfe aevotlpn of Ae 
i&inuly:, shp will encourage him by her^rsonal at- 
-tendance, by calling the attendance of ner house- 
^14, and by such a prudent disposition of her do- 

Ees^ck affairs, as ma)r give seasonable ppporttnHt|r 
rthe solemnity. "Wneh he admini^rs instruc- 
tion or reproof to those under their care, she 
wil|prudcntl}r second H; or, if ^ thinks it |nis- 
appue4 or illtimed) ^ei^& not 4^feat his honest 
Initcnfion, by. operu petulant contradiction; bilt 
rather, by private advic^ prevent future mistakes, 
in their spiritual w^, tiiiey will be fallow helpers to 
.the kingaom of God, animating each other fay mi}- 
ti^ counsel and example, and considering each 
other to provoke unto love and good woite. 

Such a conduct in the domestick reladop is re- 
copTnended by the exan^le of this amiable pair, 
and enjoined py the precepts of the go^pd of 
IChrist. 

f aul, in his epis^es to the Ephesians and Coins- 
aluns, directs, that this relation oe distinguished I7 
mutual affecdon, tendeipess, fidelity andsubmi$- 
sifm ; and that eve^ diii^ which is bitter, be &r 
remove^ from it — ^thatthe love, on the one hand, 
be like that \vhich Chri^ shewed to die church ; 
an4 die subinission, on fhf^ pther« like diat which 
die church owe^ to hiiti* The instructions of die 
Apostle Peter, on this subject, are to the same pur- 
pose. Their conversadon.must be chaste and 
pur« ; their adorning, a meek and quiet spirit ; 
their language and manners, expressive of nui^ual 
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IvMiiraJidfealeQiit;. alid#t]^CQQduG^ stichas 
tetukto e^g^ affeotton, eQcoura^ a. wrtuous li&^ 

l&iia ttn^|Qdr»i^tiM dtrtics of lihe SKukir» doait^ 
tick and sQU^kMi&lifW wU^ by the smUe^ of heavi- 
«H grow;u^ m to<»wih94ge sfpdpi^y, and^ like the 
IttMsefaoU of Aqp^. beeqnM a little cbiurcli of I^* 

IL Thtt aOit thing €J)^eFiif^ ia the chamctw 
<tf thoe pfHSQiu^ ia, du^ tb^ ApMtle calls them A^r 
kelpers in Chrkt Jesus. 

Cxammid of tbetm<by aadiEMlbif the knpor^ 
iMiQe oi the goqpeL they wished it&pferale^ipe ^u^ 
«toccew^ anq^g ^teb penphing &ilow ipoit^* 
Wfaon ibe^ loU:ed aronadf ^tl|ie ignpnint Gen- 
lalesaiidfikiaded Jewa^tbey i»t|e4 tmiir 4€B)oiabk 
ttatOj ijqpiced. ^hatthe gsDapel iras .proclauxlied,*^^ 
desired its uwt^rail tspire^A^ As Faul waa sent to 
preach the way of salvation^ 80 wt of love, nqt 
xoBidlf to him, bat te itianUnd ia gGDneral, they be« 
came his helpers in Ouiist Jeaw.. 

There are i^aiww ways, in which i^ivate Chriid- 
tiatasiwiiy bdp ii»m minister^, and ia which t^ese 
gdd^ l^enlpnis BAy \» siwoofied to^haw helped tibe; 
Jkgcns^i in die work of Christ.^ 

1. l^yhe^d him by their Aa^^^ 

For 4 eon^idibidi>le part of die time that he preach- 
td iu Corihih, he abcids in their house^ 

Banirfied from Boaie, they had but latdy coq^e 
UtfaeE.^ Tbeiv pi^aen^ eoadidon could not be the 
woafe eaqr and pbn^ifiiL iii» tb« of ujent city of. 
Caring, thece were d(Hib«tess< mmy more wealth 
Ibaji (faey ; but aone so lea^ t^opan their doors 
to am Apostle of Jesua, who cams to bring the gos* 
fA of salvation. "Bf industry i» their c#ing, they 
k4 ac<|iaced act only a eow^ewe for thenwebres^ 
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Imt ability to contribute something to the cause of 
reli^OD. Paul, however, that he might not be 
burdensome to his liberal friends, lalxtured with 
Ihem in their occupation. Though he claimed a 
right to live of the gospel, he used not this right in 
Corinth, lest the success c^ his preaching s£oul<} 
t>e obstructed. He says to the Corinthians-^JVoio 
ye are JuUy ye are rieky ye ^have reigned as kings — 
cut we are weak and despised ; we hunger and 
thirsty and are nakedy having no certain dweiSng 
place ; and we hbotiTy working with our hands — 
I have kept myself from being burdensome to you^ 
and s(st wUl I keep myself. 

• Every Christian is bound to make his worldly 
substance, in some way or other, subservient to the 
interest of reli^on. The minister is to preach the 

gospel, not for filthy lucre, but of areadty mind. 
ut,. then, they who are taught in the word, must 
-communicate to him who teacheth, in such mea* 
sure, that he may wait on his teaching, and attend 
to it without distraction. 

2. Thb Christian pair helped the Apostle by a 
faithful attendance on his ministry. 

Paul reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, 
persuading the Jews and Greeks; and doubtless 
these pious persons who entertained the preacher 
in their house, accompanied him to the synagogue. 

Heads of families, by an exemplary attendance 
on the preaching of the word, greatly assist their 
minister. There is no way in which they can 
more effectually second his labours. They thus 
shew totheir children, to youth in general, and to 
all around them, that they esteem the go:^ di- 
vinely excellent, and infinitely important — ^that they 
regard the preaching of it, as an institution of God, 
and honour the preachers of it, as the messengers of 
Jesus Christ. .Their attendance invites others to 
accompany them, animates their minister, gives 
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901 elevation to his ^irits, and an ardour to his z^al. 
It raises his hopes of success among his people, and 
particularly among the youth. 

But if, on the contnuy, they treat the preaching 
of die word with cold indifference, and contemptu- 
ous neglect, seldom attending on it, except when 
the season b remarkably inviting, or the occasion 
gives an expectation of somethm^ new ; far from 
helping, they rather hinder their minister. He can 
hardly fcaHbear to say to them, " I would, that ye 
were cold or hot." Their declared indifference to 
the ministry, leads others, especially the young, to 
view it as a useless invention, and to regard it rath- 
er as matter of amusement, than a mean of salva- 
tion. 

'My brethren, if you expect from your minister 
no help to your oiwi souls — if your Christian at* 
tainments raise you above such means of edification, 
as his preaching ; yet you will permit him to ask 
your attendance, that you may be Ms helpers in 
Christ Jesus — that you may contribute to the q&^ 
cacy of his preaching among your children. He 
will thank you for this favour ; for he would by aU 
means save some. He ardently desires that Christ 
may be formed in the youth, and that they may 
grow up in all things into him, who is the head. 
jThey are not yet superior to religious instniction. 
You will help them, when you help your minister, 
by your constant attendance at the sanctuary. 

But then let your attendance be grave and devout ; 
and on what you hear, let your remarks be candid 
and serious. Ludicrous or captious animadver- 
sions, defeat the proper influence of the word on 
youthful minds. What is pertinent to your case, 
take home to yourselves, and assist your youths in 
. applying what is pertinent to theirs. Retain and 
improve what is e|ood. If you meet with any thing, 
which appears otherwise, let prudence point out ttie 
proper time and place to mention it. 



Digitized 



by Google 



SOS HimiBet fusing t^eit^ Mttitiet. 

^ These pei»on»hdpe!d.Faid by tfafiirdainicrj^ 
Hon and eawnpbk 

From a partictdar instKnoe, menkioaai in Ao* 
jLTuith chapter of ifat Acts^ we teanvhoiv a3»diioua 
the J were^ hy their privats coorv^csotkui, to prQ>- 
mote die inters of me gospeL Wheit Paul vnat 
fix>m Corinih to hxmatdnm^ they acoonpaniedhuai 
flBfinr asEfibesus* Ii»e they met vwiApalkia^ 
who was an eloment aoMl seaioiisinan^and mightTf i^ 
Ike scriptm«sof die <dd testament, and hod been ki^ 
stnicted in the way of the Lord ; but be tng a lew, and 
liayjng lived kiAkzandria, he had not yet gained a 
GOmpletle knowledge of the gfo^h Aquih and hia. 
wife heard ApoUos speak in die Jewish s)riiago]i;u^ 
and teach the things of the Lord. But findng;. 
^hat he needSid fiuth^r iafbnnadon^ ditytbofehim 
«ind expounded to him the way of tb?e Lovd more 
pevfectly. After duSy ApoUos bdped diose mach^ 
lirho throuigh' grace h^ be^eved* Their attentioiv 
in this casey^ shews theii? pipils^concem to be uaefaL 
by private instruction. 

My Christian fiiends, you m&y gveatly help yoor 
minister, by inculcatiiM^ on your &niilies the truths 
whick y 041^ hear ftom him-~by adding your crnxL tK> 
his reprooJ^ andexhortations — ^by seasonable admo- 
jntioiis to die 3;^uog members of other families^^ 
and ofteny too, by your adTsoe to him, as wefl as 
,by applying fpr h» advice iayour spiriliuail coaoeras. 
ApoUos, aJ^er he beg^an to teach the thingjs of ibc 
Lord, was more perfe<^dy mstruetedrin those diings^ 
by conversation with private Christians. 

You may b^ especially helpful b^ your holy ex» 
ample. This, as fe^ as it is seen, will be a standing 
exhoftadon to virtue, and reproof to viee. Let 
your light so siiine, that all around yon may see 
your grod works, and glorify God. 
. 4. Thty w^re doub&ss helpful by their pray^ 
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* P^l grefltdy valued die praydfi df ^hriisliiiis'f 
did, ^RtWi a |^>er9uttsicm e»f kis contMud venMiDf- 
f)ranee in thein, was miglitily €nemirag;ed in irife 
i^rk* He says to the CoriiMiiaM, '^^Ged haa^le^ 
ihrefedu$ fromiAeath, a^d wetrasllie wUlyetde- 
pver us, you -also lidbing together by prtfyer for 
tt§,''— He entreats the-Methrea, *ir <he »L<h4 aesKs^ 
sake, and for tfie love of die (Bpiiit, diat di^ 
would ^^tme tpgedier w4th )iim in llidrrpmyei% 
to God for him, Aat he mi^ht be ddivered ftom 
them, "who bdfeve not ; diat iiis oim service mi^ 
be accepted of die saints ; -dilt ^aftlewioe in%ht be 
^vennim; aUddiatthettvight speak die VfwAy ais 
■'^e ought to speak.^' If tbe 'fi^vettt pmyers of the 
"rightdotts avail muelt, diey mi^, by dieir pyayerSi 
-expeedingly faeb dieir minister in his work ; and 
"Wliile HtntY help mm, diey may help their o«vn sotthi 
too, and l!he souls of mai^ around them. 

'5. '^e Apostle particularik remains, diat <df|tse 
wrsons, ^r A^ ^, hadktmd&umthmrBumneeki^ 
Jbr whith service^ not mkf )W, hutnU ihe thuti^ie^ 
-^ihp GctiHksy gavefhem thanks^ 

fie here fcJfers to some case. In "Wfaich ihey had 
Tescued liis life Mrith 'the hazaiid of dieir own* 
Wha t}ie particulstr case ^as, ive are not iidbmied ; 
but it wasdien in the churdhes a niatter of puUi^ 
notoriety, and general gratitude anid praise. 

Their i^odve, in this ease, was not a partiod dT- 
feciion far 1^1, but a re^ird to die 'general inter* 
est oi religion. This Aposde, in preaching Ate 
goroel, ^evrek die same benevolence. He says to 
die Philippians— ^/itf^o^&rdsf an (he merifi^oe mid 
^ervie^ 6f yotprjmthy I jay and rejow€id>ith you aH. 
And to uie elders- of Ephesus — In every city Aandg 
and afflktUm abik me ; but none of theee tMngs 
mew me^ nekhet eount I my life dear to mysetfy 
to that I may finish my course with joUy ana the 
mimitryy w&ch I have received qf the Lord Jesus ^ 
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fo testify the gospel of th^ grace of Ood. The A- 
)K>stIe John>says«-^^ au^ to lay down our £ve9 
for the 'brethren. His meaning cannot be, that one 
jnan is ^mply bound to die for another. This 
3¥0idd be canying the rule of benevolence beyond 
the limits which Christ has stated, ** Love Jhy 
neighbour, as thyselp^ The precept, understood 
hi so absolute a sense, would come to noth^g. For 
if I am bound to take on myself my brother's dan* 

gr, then he is bound immediately to take it back. 
It his intention must be, that in some extraordi- 
nary cases, especially in cases where the life and 
happiness of numb^ are depending, we ought to 
interpose for the preservation of our brethren, though 
it be with great danger to ourselves. On a princi- 
ple of general benevolence, the Apostle sought not 
his own profit, but the profit of nurny^ that they 
might be sopoed. He supposes it possible, that for 
a good man, a man of extensive beneficence and 
usefulness, in distinction from a man who is merely 
righteous^ some would dare to die; because wim 
his life the happiness of numbers is connected* 
What the Apostle so highly commends in Aquila 
and has wife, was their general benevolence ; tneir 
concern for the interest of the churches, and their * 
,zeal for the extensive spread of the gospel among 
the Gentiles. The spirit which appeared in them, 
ought to operate in all Christians, and such a spirit . 
.derating in Christian professors, would gready fa* 
cilitate and increase the success of ministers. 

lU. There is one thing more to be observed in 
Uie character of these persons. They had a church 
in their house. Their family resembled a church. 

The honourable appellation, which tl^ Apostle 
bestows on their household, suggests what a kin^ 
of family theirs was^ and what every fkmUy ought 
to be. 



Digitized 



by Google 



JPknMe9 htlfiing tk^ir MnkHr. 3D9 

^EV]jasiify die ^plieation of such a aame, a fiutnily 
nmkpe uqder wfiptesom^ 'discipline andpni^pat 
Igovernmcmt. l%ei« musl be in it ofdcar and iregu* 
laiity. ^ch pieinli^ must know his own station, 
ahdobsarehi^p^ '{%€ bcwds'^niiistpre- 

sUl<UiYith wisdom ft&dVngnit^ ) dnd the sub(>rdiaate 
memlkf^ in^st obey With cheeifuln€s&^ and submit 
witt' reference. Siateii worship must be qiaintain- 
ed,the scriptures read, ins(rucltK)ns commUQicated, 
i^proofs adm^listered, love cfi^sed throodh aU lim 
t)|-ancfK9, ' and peacfe Mite tHem in oiie bctty* Such 
isthc V^^^P^ -stateirf" a ehw^h) and such d^ stateof 
a laihS^ w!i^I^ reseni^s a ehilroh. Such then was 
^ehoJk9^i^dof'A(^%^^ whipb the Apcptle salutes 

' A%>!i9^ la wiiich there is nf> peace or order; kio 
soo<^^ ^'(^^^^ or religious ifistructiori ; hvAe^erf 
€^ yvjf&k in his own way, and ttirsues liis own in« 
cwiatioti ; ^^e ht^ contend ivUh eaoh other, and 
tfie c^dfen <^sp3sel)6th i iiie tormtr treat M^bnr 
witii^ifeg^ct^ and ilht latter jgrow iu> in ignorance 
and Vic^ ; such a hobse is not a diuTCh, ; but ^ Ba^^i 

* W^ iktxi^ who have the cai^ <d fam3ies,,oughtr 
to mafl^e'ihem churches* For this et^'wp must d^^^^ 
icatp our diHdren to God, tindbirlng-fheta upin Ji^ 
fibs^^ iiis^ct them ^,m df the^gdspdl^ 

goviaivfiieiq whh wisdom, lead them in jirayer/en«. 
touiajre flteir atteniianee oh &e ordinanoqy of ^ . 
sdiick&ry, 'sorid'ihciilcite on theni tile ngoidsi^.d^ 
a heart devoted to. God. 

The Apostle's commendation of the example 
under consideration, is a severe reproof on those, 
who call not on God's name, nor train up their chil- 
dren in the way in which they should walk. 

The growth andprosperi^ of the chiu*cho£Chris^ 
depend much on &mily religion. As this is attend** 
ed or neglected, that will increase or decline. 

Vol. I. C c 
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Giitttersocktiesare farmed from ama^ 
es grow outof &miUes4 andthespiritaiid complex* 
ion of the Jatter ivillbe iransfiisedtbiough the Sorm* 
tr. 

. When fknAy refieioA sinks .into^disaae and dis-* 
eredit, publick worwip will be more and more n^ 
lected, ordinances will be dtespiaed, the sabBeSk 
wofenedf or but carelessly observed, .and the num- 
ber) or; at;Ieast» the proportion^ openjprafessoG% 
will diminish more and jaok. 

Bat .when fiimilies become Iitde.duirche% real 
Societies of religion ; when prayer is maintamedt 
instruction coinmui^catedy ^vermnent exercised, 
and order.preserved^ acoordiqg to 4he jcommands 
of Christy then will the yoj^ng,. under these benign 
infli^enoes, sonng up as among the gr^sSf and as 
willows ^y toe ^vater oourses, and will yield fbe 
:pleasant ^Bruits of ngfateousness, as j>lants which 
-fTOd lias Jioumhed. Thc^ will come and Jbm 
themselves to the Lord in *a perpetual Covenant. 
They will encoui»ge one another, and sav^ Corner 
let usitnm to the LordU Jet us .^ up to hishouse, 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk 
inhisipaths. The chusch hece bdow, thus rtow- 
ingontHof godfy iamilies, will bear abeautmd re- 
sembhnioe loathe olmvch idxive. AndJthe .saints, 
trandated to tbe supeiiGUr world, wiU£ndthemseI» 
in the midst «of that society, £or which they' were 
prmarii^oneartk > The church will iht^ ^yw- 
peity the^gate^ heiHcn, .and easy ^iU bethels*- 
sage throu^ this gate into thedity^God« . 
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. . '*■ 

lAa< Ae^» «»<< Im chUdinm crying inth€4em^p aid Myiqr* 
HauumaioikeS&mqf'Dawidf lAgriMre. mrtMmkmed, amd 
Moid WHO kirn, Hemrui thm whai Ui€m mjf f Ami Jinu takk 
wua tktm, Yea ; Have fe never rend. Out qftke- mMUffif: 
hnku nnd snckiU^stkou^uut pet/eeud fmiee f' 

1 HE pit3pik^Zechariah foretoOythat^/lf 

Xth0' qf Sion vsmlo'eame to hsr^ meek and Imly^ 

Mting cn'ann»f on aeott^ the foal of an ass. m 

this Humner, the evangelist tells us,. Jesus once 

made his publick etittv into Jerusdenu ^ta the 

eastern, countries,, riding on horses was anciently 

reckoned" the greatest ostentation of magnificence. . 

It' was therefore beconung the meekness ^the Iow« 

IV Jbsus,. that,, in hia entr; into the capital ^nty, he 

diosetbrideon anasst Atthe same time, diere 

was nothing mean or ridiculous in it, asses being. 

like beasts, which the easterns commonhr made use 

of in riding.'^ The particular reason or his riding 
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into tte citj, might b6 the tkt»ng, which now, at 
the titpe ctf Xbk i^i^i^y attelidbd&iiii^ and W^ch 
would hfiy^ mudi incoihm<3ded |Hm^ t^ l)e talk- 
ed on foot/ ^usual. BeMdes ; ad hi wSis about to 
perform some migh^ W<^k^ in the city, he might 
choose, on this occasiodi to be distinguished^from 
the multitude. However, to avoid unnec^aaiy 
ostentation^ he i^ode iii the hHmy^ Inanner above- 
mentioned* 

It wasbecomip a prevailing opinion^ that he was 
the Messiah, and would s66n take the government 
into his hands. Many, probably^ expected that he 
woiikldbitalthisp&aaovei'. Sbttie (Sienitfqiie f^^^^Hl 
their garments in the way, and others cut down d^ 
boughs of trees, and strewed them along the roayd : 
A kind of honour, Whidh "WH^ sometimes paid to 
kings when they entered into populous cities. When 
the front of the procession, which attended Jesus, 
had reached the descent of the mount of Olives^ 
where the royal city rose to view, they were met by 
a multitude coming from the city, to join tiiem» 
t(/ith|}idm bridles in theb- hands. As 30oh as 
these from the city met the processioii, they ex- 
claimed — Hosanna^ blessed is the King qfhrael^ 
who Cometh in the name of the Lord. The disciples 

. attending Jesius, echoed back the salutation — Ho^ 
sanna to the^ Son of David ; blessed ts he who cam- 

'^thmthenameoftheLord; Hosdnhaih the h^-- 
est/ when he cattle to Jerusalem, iill die city was 
moved, saybg, /TAo^m ^i^w ? TTie multitude an- 

. isvvered — This is Jesus the propAet of Nazareth. ^ 

Jesus now enters the temple, purges it bf t^e 
various articles of cgmmerce which he iouhd&eife, 
arid JFeproves the traders for turning it into a libuSe 

. of berchahdize. Awed hv the ac'clamatibhs of tile 
ihukiti^de, they subniittea to his authority. 

..... '^.\^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^^ temple, die blind, lame, 

*SMid sick, jiigjeat numbers, were brou'ght to hun 
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to be healed. The jrouth, who attended the p^ss« 
dveiv as Aiey lisuafly did from thfe i^ of twelve 
veaire, were sfetdnished at the works Which he per- 
fcritied. When they observed, h6\ir Ae tlmdj 
who had been 1^ Roping ^oing, how dismissed 
Iheir gtifd6^ and Walked whither they would — ^hoVIr 
fhc cripples, who had been laid down at liis ftet^ 
rose up and Walked nimbly aWay — ^hdw the damfo^ 
oil a sudden, burst forth into pr^se ; and the deaf» 
iatchiiigihe SAng, joined their joyful Voice — they^ 
felt the power of conviction^ and proclaimed hihi 
Aeproftilsed IVf essiath. 

The sCnbes ahd Iliiarisees, iteeing his Wonderftd 
wctfk^) Z!dA hearing die acclamations of the dhfldren, 
Werb much displeased ; but being restrained, bv fear 
J>f ibt tnuititude, they made no violent opposition. 
iThe^ drily expostulated with him — Heategt thou 
iif/i^ ihese say ? Insinuatin|;, peibads, that the 
thSdren ascribed to him glones, whicn he had no 
right to claim ; or that thw uttered things Which 
thiiy did hot understand. He answered tilem by a 
|)a[5kaigefrom the eighth Psalm, ** Have ye never 
f&gid—Out of fhe mouth ^fbahes and sucklings thou 
host ordained praise ?" 

Thiat iPsalm was probably composed by Davidt 
oh the victory which was obtained over the Phi- 
li^nes, when he slew the giant of Gath. And thfe 
expression may be intended to celebrate the power 
of X3od, in accomplishing sb great an event by so 
feeble an insthiment. Or, it may allude to the 
songs, in which the women, coming out of the ci- 
ties vniti flieir )::hildren, celebrated this wonderftil 
viGtpiy. By apply ibg to the present case these 
words of ^avid,. Jesus si|;nified, that the mesfnest 
of Ood^s wd^ks display his power ; and as the Fa- 
ther receives praise from the least of his creatures, 
&o the Son disdains not the honours offered himbx 
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Cttfe children., kthe present mstance, their pn&e* 
was peculiarly beautiful and perdnent^.as it s^wed 
£hat Christ's nuracles were so illustrious, as to- 
strike even youthful minds with wonder and con- 
viction* The praise of the Bfedeemer^on this oc^ 
casion, might, with Angular propriety, be said, ta 
be perfected out of the mou^ of babes^ 

r ram the passage now illustrated, some instruc- 
dons may be collected especially pertinent to the 
young. ^ 

1. We here see, that real pFety is*not eonfiheJ 
to men of years, at of learning. It sometimes* 
makes a lovely appearance in children and yputlu 

While the ph^risees and doctors of Ac law re- 
jected Halt Redeemer, praise to him was cndained 
out of the mouth of babes. Those wonderful 
works, which the former perversely imputed to the 
power of Satan, struck me latter with conviction^, 
that Jesus was the Christ. Those doctrines of' 
grace, which awakened the indignation of the one, 
touched the hearts of the .other with admiration, 
and turned their lips to praise. The priests and 
' scribes enjoyed the fairest opportunities to hear the 
doctrines, and behold the miracles of Jesus^ and td* 
observe in him the fulfilment of the prophecies 
concerning die Messiah* But their pnde, ambi* 
tion, and self confidence, rendered them blind to^ 
the evidence of truth, and insensible to the poweit 
of argument. These tender minds, in which such 
perverse affections had not begun to operate, felt 
conviction, and embraced the truth, oa the first pro* 
po^ of its evidence. 

Christ crucified, was to the Jews a sttimbling^ 
block, and to the Greeks foolisJiness ; but to them 
who were called, the power and the wisdom of God. 
Meek and humble minds discern that wisdom, and 
^feel that power in reli^on, which the vain and seff* 
ri|;hteou8 will not ccuifeas. Not Biany wise men 
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isAer die rflesht i^ot many ini|^1y, not many noble» 
ajre called^ for God hath; chosen the foolish things 
cf this world to confoutxl th;^ ivise ; the weak thingk 
to confound the mighty ; and things which are not^ 
to bring to nought thmgs which are, that no flesh 
should gloiy in ms presence. 

True religion in (he heart depends not on supe- 
rior abilities, but on a teachable and humble spirit* 
Our Saviour has instructed us, that if we would 
«nter into his kingdom, we must humble ourselves, 
and become as little children. The Apostles direct 
vs, toreoeive with meekness die engrafted word, 
whicJi is able to save our souls ; to lay apart all 
guile and hypocrisy, and, like newborn babes, to 
desire the sincere mUk of the word, that we may 
grow thereby. 

You .see, then, my young hearers, the wisdom 
of an early attention to reli^on. Certain natural 
qualities, fiivourable to rehgion, you have now ; 
but you will not carry them with you through life. 
In the first st^s of youth, there is a desire of 
knowledge, a sensibility of mind, a modesty and 
docility of spirit, which you will not retain after 
you have accustomed yourselves to the ways and 
manners of the world. When pride and hardness 
of heart shall have supplanted these natural disposi- 
tions ; and when the perplexity of worldly cares 
jmd designs shall have banished all religious con- 
cern, you wiU, with greater difficulty and reluc- 
tance, bow to die gospel of Christ. If, before you 
can enter into the kingdom of God, you must be 
brougHt to the tempers and dispositions of children 

^must, in a sense, come back to what you are 

now. Is it not best to enter into the kingdom now, 
while you are children, and before you have out- 
grown the dispositions which at present favour your 
entrance? 
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216 ChiMten praising the U^emerl 

Yo^r fwtt^ml humjHty, tendpmess ^(]^ <lpa^- 
!>tene5$, are not real holiness ; bu t Acy ^ c»l^i^^ 
ly ^nore favourable th^n the opposite tetroer^ to tte 
^trirfuQtkm .ctf real JioUne|Mk 'Itie scripture rcpf e- 
sents them so^ and urges you to fake the ti^ejit qf 
them> Whaevoumay, ; . . \ ^ 

S^ We spc that religion, in its majn sut^slpncQ^ 
h a4apte4 to the capacity or the youiig. 

The Jewish children were easaay cgnvinccdi Aat 
JesiisrfNwaEe^ was the nromfeed Messfeft.; IP 
re:Q^ke4 po laboured reasomng: pr deptb of mcni' 
Ukgy to J^e, that no man could ^a^ 33 he ^n^^ 
^ dp the « works lyhich he did, ^xcept ^pid ^w^re 
wlthhifa*' 

iTie system of rdigioh contains, indpcd, many* 
»^bov^thi£ comprehensiorii not OTJy of "<qjj(&. 

_, butoF ^rlals." Ifhesp^ however, are ngt 

; TOO* esjs^ti^ thinjjs. wh^t imiae<UateIy re^ 
Uicf to oif r 4vfy> 3o4 concerns our ^vaj^n, w^tevw 
%l taconiifn^on capacities T^e Afosdes, (^cjfts^tet^ 
ing than^lve^ as debtors bodi to tlieiyisp and 
unwise, used gpeaj plainness of spcedb. Tliej" 
Hrrote to yowg men and Httle children^ ?f?J^* f^ ^ 
aged men Wfeith^r^; apd theyimte^^^ 

tnt^iok Hot, theou ye youths^ Aatyou may, £of 
the jire$eixt, posj^one religion, a$a tn'atter^yprid 
your .ca^adily^ An the Savi6ur*s day, there \vcre 
chiidrei!H out of whose ipou,ths pndse*was p e r fe cted^ 

Does notcMcry thing whidh you see, .teach you, 
ihsA there is a God ; that he is powerfyl, Tn^e atid 
eood ; and that you are daily dependent on him, imd 
mdebted'to him ? Do you find c^ny .^HEcully in un* 
der^tanding good and evil, and in deteliiuqu^g 
what you ought to.do, and what you ouj^ttbif 
void? — When you have sinned, and^ou^itte^ybu 
know that you sin often. Is it not a plain case, ittatt 
God is dishonoured and offended, and that you 
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mil? W- WffeaotaMf applfr io lAiti fdr {fSMoh f 
'Ty;giM|lllt««dM(&^ ii»66(t has i«6Ut His SoM 
hum dw vwld ttt itdiifiW isiiEAa^si, bjr iufleiifi^ 
4«ilttli fo# iMeir sMfA !l^ iKit Ais an tifiksourage. 
MT^tir v«ibl> M^» itiiilK ittdtiVetdydai- repents 
ance f-i^Wkeft jrott i«kd tlie histtoty of rai^ Re^ 
iftMinflt^tt ttfeV tfRd^bseshreftiteAMekness, hutnili^^ 

«A ia liiiik^ Jlbs^pOtt n«tt pftesed vn&i the examp^ 
itad- OMMnitol lliit y<Ai oudftt to hk^te it?«-^ 
'WkactyovtittM^ JthM yotf HaiVe imindrtal soul^ 
wHMv mutt live iba6oth«r World, and be 'iapvf 
«r waaetMd tHer^ a6c(tfding to diie bobrae whicK 

2MMMi«^«WHtf«, A#6]^oii blA^iAt to jiid^wh^f 
'aicttoto^aff^^i^ (^ wIm manner of persons }roTi 
«ft^Kiit(olWf 

l^eaiaredie p&X^tSm^ which immedSatefjr 
Bondfthi 3f«ii> UnA' I qUeitioini not, hot joa WeH un^' 
derstand A6fa« I am anre, Ha^ by attention, yod 
ibaef^mOe/timA dtiem. The oUieations of itOgloia 
lUitalk»Myo«K ta wet! as da toners. Think nod 
to excuse youreelves fix>m it, as a matter too fai^ 
fdiyxym, Impftrre the afiVa^tikges given yod; 
tlttkaowlcidge wUch yipti iAa]r, andaet a6cor 
fnriM koamti^ whkh you haV^, ^d you 
4oakkkai meet fkft ttppMbt^Act ftftitGtO, 

^ from tile ekaiA|de before us, wefedni, thai? 
gkcfltr bdtutit may aecrue to jtjiith, fronl a stated 
«»e»dfeiiJte Otf dii^kaSiaQ.tfnsi 

Atdwtihneof liNtfpisibver, th&e chiliireir m^i^ 
widk JdNks'itf^ ttmplef.' 

'ShejiistbverWbs mstitatisdhii eommemofati6^ 
of Ae delivtfanee 6f th^e Jews froni Egypt, andht^ 
p^^R^AatiM of the redemption of mankind by Jer-' 
amChtite. One dii^gti of tfRs festival vtis, iliiS 
wMi cMldren in time to come shotiM inqvSrt^ 
trhtt^wur md^t by this service, the pattm^ sHoOtJ 
idflimef^i^^ IfisW God, by a mig^M" hand, savetif 

Vojt. I. D d 
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^1« Qhibkm.'trt^fhg th^ llatbmeri 

ilk people fmm: bondage. As -soon as ehSdnrnttPi^ 
rived to suchan age^.qs tp briB^ an offerings in tfadr 
hands, 'liiey w^ to appeair -witii their parents at 
the tempk,. and tiierei to cQlebpate-theieast Luke 
tells us, It was the custom ^ thefeast- tor ohiULrea 
to attesid it, when they ^wsere twelve years old, 
■ The Jews, though -muGh degenerated in our 
iSayiour's time, .generally observed the pul^ck 
forms of religioner They early brought their chil- 
dren to the passover. -Happy ^^it was for many of 
them, Jthat they were brought to this passover. 
Here they - met widb the Saviour. Th^ saw his 
works, and heard his wprds; their hqarts were 
warmed with love to himr ^nd their mouths were 
filled with his praise. Wliat a ^loss they nii|[ht 
have sustained* had they been absent now:! Christy 
at appointed- seasons, visited the temple. He hon- 
oured divine institutions : They who 4VOuld re<* 
ceive bis blessing, -must hcmpur them too. 

Piiblick worship is asmuchan oitlinance of God 
under the gospel, as-was the p^issover under the 
Uw. 

. The example of die Jews, in brkigit^itheir«cfail- 
dren to the temple, reprover the neglect of many 
Christians. Do you imag^, that'your chikben 
can receive.no benefit from the services of ibc sane* 
tuary ?' You know not how early thcrgraoeof €k)d 
may open the heart to attend to the thkigs which 
are spoken, and to receive the influenoeof divine 
truths., By a regular and constant attendance, 
they will be found in the ^y of God's blessing* 
Jf they have not capacity t^fdlov a train of thoughts 
through a , sermon orj»ayer, yet their mind^ may 
be aSecied with the general solemnly of the ap- 
pearance. They will grow uj> . with a sense Aat 
there 'is something important in religion* They 
will be .early habituated to religious order* They 
will, now and then, imbibe a useful sentiment* 
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mUSren pt^Amg^^ Bideemeri 2ll> 

Ihef wai ^radiiaBf iiicreaiMi <m knoMdbdge'; and/ 
{>erhaps, some seaaoraiiA^adflioiution mayleare ian^ 

Consider^ yt youthsj tfatt tb»€ ^ m^xnsSX^ hai^i - 
aidi in v an^. tttuiecesMU^ abtei^e {it>in^he^ jdace oP 
morshipi^ and in a^cardess behayioul: there. Ybu« 
sea* what oertaki* youths obtained by ^ aKendance* 
at the paasover, and what they wo«iId have missed)^ 
if they had refused to repair to the temple, whety 
Jesus was Aere^. of. haci^been .regardless of wliat 
tiiey saw and bowk If yoUr* des»e to know your 
Saviora^ and to reoeiye me blitTssingSf^f * his love, 
oome^to^the place, where he -'has ap^faitedto^meer 
yout Do you Jdnonk lightl)^ tiie stated worship o^ 
theJLoid^s day-^ hetme askyou, Isitno«^ in**! 
fltitution of Christ ; an institulaon, wfaicli hii disci* 
pies, ebserved, and which lie himself - bonduredi 
with his presence ? — Is it^a light- maittei* tb' despise • 
the grace, die authority, and the example of your: 
Bedeemer ?— ^Do yon not believe, tbat your ^IVa- 
tion must cot^e- fi^om hiin;/that you tnustsseek it' 
in oidtv to obtain it ; .and seek it in the way, which*. 
he hasi prescribed? ¥oa think, perhaps, ^ diat a 
more private attendance uibaiv^hini^ wiflbe suiE«* 
oienL Hiis indeed muBitDedMe;:biit^ leave not 
the other undme.- While you neglect pnblick' 
means,, diere is little r^m to hope for his blessing 
OB private means, and little reason to believe, that> 
];^ou« wiib regard tfaem*. Whatevtt yOn maypre-- 
tend, as long as ]^>U are mdUbrent to the publick' 
institutions of Christ, yeu will pay no great* atten*^; 
tion to tte moi«. private exercises of pieQTi . 

4. We are. here taught,; that< tbs ydung are un- 
der some special. oUigatioas.to acknowlaige and» 
praise the Kedeemer. That whteh was chiefly^ 
ccmimended in these Jewish children, was; thati 
they cried in die temple— /{(wimia^^ thet^n cfDa^ 
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•96 Omm ^rtfa^ i*i ;^Mtotti(fr 

As Jesus ia the author of saliw^^ 
dM^ me^tW thr§«gh wbo^a (hffjriqku^ 4»nie>to 
Ood, 8p ftith. in hiii» loVe and natitaadc ta lum^ 
wid an csi^(»t acknowtedgidient of him% ai)p emoBk^ 
1^ to imI Ttligion« TMse r^^arda and faoMwa 
tphm% vrdue«$>lew fromihtfiouogi, Aai)&>ia 
#th«rs» 

True r^lkioo ia yen* mjr childi]en> ivitt •pcnte 
ki piouji avctoooa .and exercises of heart to^vmd 
yonr.Bedeaner. Vobeiieanaxtof the&U^iaoc^ 
nrhii^h be caafte to rcdeeifi. Y«u havp stOBfidaiid 
^ioine abort of the gUnfyo^GoSi ; and ^oi;r ^vatiaQ^ 
snustfiQmethr6i^hUai Hefaajsexuresoodajpttr^ 
ticidwtendei»easandcaDcernfersud^ Hm 

became a .child» that be tidght teach yen how chil* 
dxmi^i^tQmlkf and to please God. Wbe&lw 
anpeanMi in pilUic life» be never ovedoolxdtbQs^ 
of VQiir age and sending. . He gathered tfie hmbs 
vita hb armSf and carried ibdn in his bosonu' 
Many of the iniaK^ which bp ivrougfat^ to con« 
firm tbe truth of bis fdigicMiy were in faealiag'tfa^ 
diaeasea> andidieYui^the distresses of theyocng^ 
He directed that cbddrai shoidd be J)rougbt td 
1dm ; and those who came, he ^pciously received* 
He owned GttlecHi^aa his disciples, aiMidienoQiiCi. 
od his severest wsath ^ainat those who dmdd dips. 
pise them, or biy stumbling blocks in dMar wi^^ 
^lieyh^ a particular abate in his prayers on eaidb, 
nor can we think they are forgotten in hiaiitferoes- 
^ons above. Many dedasations and proouseshe 
baa made in their fiivour » apd has solemnly aha%« 
e ^ not oolgr parents, fmt minista^ to feed & 
lambs* In them he encouraged the smaflbegiop. 
nings of feitji andpiety^ He was careful not«e«^ 
overburden the feeble, but to assist their vjitu<{tta. 
resolutions. Inhialastsuffenngs^ hezemembered 
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tffm. And, Whst think yoUf^-^Do you .oive 
iiBltingtofatmfr^f^slieentidedto nbne^dsanil 
]Mnaiir9 in^int ^ f Tkb Biidno Bfm^otor lud 
jrou much on his heart when he eatotinoabtrnt^ 
vkeiihe (h^dt ob^CBrdi, tirlynlie >^fiu<d ^m the 
Gix)9|B, nrfaoitis otaseand ascended to ^heavea: H0 
lias you oa fmhcutt n&k: And, Witt ydu hudMr 
him no fetums 9 &wc him your bduts,* andcposD* 
cnrte to hiiQ yourlives : He has givan ki$ {ife for 
y4Hi« Benoiui^ the vanities sm vices <^ the 
vorid: He caacie to deUver vQu frooci, this evtt 
woiUL Confess his name beiorp aiea c He haa 
BOtbccaaahamfdtooivrnand eommend die^y «alha 
vho beiieved in hint. Inawordr-<-*bfr ihemefoi)^ 
of Christ I beseech you, that you present y^r^ 
sdms lifmg Mcrifioes holy and acceptable 10 him, 
wfaiciiisyourreasoafiMeaefvice. And be not oon* 
fcrmed to this world, but be ye transformed by dia 
renewing of your minds. 

We may observe, bnoe mom, 

5. That yputhfid piety tepeoiitfa»ly 'pkaBing to: 
ehttst; ^ 

i When children tungpK^ses in ^tempk, lesaa 
vindieMed them from the obloquy of th^ impioas 
scribes, and applauded their faith and devotion, «a 
hringiog gkxy to' God* Th^re were multhudes^ 
\ah6^ on tnis otcasibn, sung the same anthem of- 
jHaifse} but th^ children he singled out as objects' 
of hja spemal approbation and delight. Piety he 
loires in all ; but in none more than in the young. 

Fear not,' ye serious youdis, that he wttl despiso 
tbadsy of smaU ^ingee-^-that he will disdain the 
pmises and players ofiored from your uf^nstructed 
tMieufis, Me loves the undissembled lan^agie of 
tlie^nifeeiitand believing heart, however incoiTect 
aod uftpeifect may be the lan^age of the lip^. He 
obq^rv^isyourhmeit i^escflmionsi hears your buia- 



Digitized 



by Google 



2222 CAiUrtn pramf^ the Redeemer- 

ble prayersy and will assist your virtiioixs endear«^ 
ours. He will not quendi, but &n tbe smokii^ 
flax. He will not break, but support the bnusedr 
reed. The good wodc which he begins^ he is- 
ready to complete*. 

Be encouraged^ then» to oommit your souls to^ 
the care, and to devote your lives to the service, of* 
yourRedeemer» When you see how pleased he isi 
with your obedience, Will you deny it to him ? — 
When you observe how he . deligfate in your praise^ 
Will you be silent ? The , proi^iet say s— iKr shall' 
eeeqf the travaiiaf hi^sout^ ami be satined, Great 
were his suflferings for the . sbs oS men. But .wfaenr 
he sees the successof them in bringing sinners tO' 
xepentance and salvation, then he is satisfied ; and' 
peculiarly so, when such as you are drawn to him*i 
He has made a general declaration, that those who 
comeNtohim, he will not cast out ; and a partieularr 
promise^ that they who seek him early shall find 
liim. 

Go, my children, and seek him now. But think 
not at the sanie time, to indulge the ^easures of 
sin, and the vanities of the world. No ; if yom 
seek him, let these go their way. H^ bore your 
sins, that you, beipgdead to sin,, should live unto^ 
righteousness. 

Learn of him, and you will find that rest to vour 
douls, which is not to be found in the ways ot the: 
world. Take his yoke, for it is easy. Submit to* 
the burden which he lays on you, for it is lights 
and his grace, in the time of need, will sustain yov,. 
Trials you may meet with in his service^ but he 
will not forsake you. He will proportion his grace 
to your temptations, or moderate them to your 
strength. He will lead you along by such gentle 
steps, that you will not faint, nor be weary. He- 
will stay his rough wind m the day of his east wiod^ 
He will gradually tram ^ou. up to such strei^^ 
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Children prtmng iHe Reiettnerl 2S3 

«uid {brthi^ that yoa isaf dieerfidly meet every 
trial appointed you* He considers the iiPe^k- 
ness of your age, and the feebleness of your first 
irirtuous purposes. He /knows your ^state, and re- 
members that you are babes. Wait on dieLord, 
and be of good courage, and he will strengdien 
your heart* He^veth power to the faint ; and to 
them who have no might, he increaseth sti^ngtlu 
When the youths shall faint and be weary, and the 
young men ^laU utterly 611, they who wait on the 
xxird shall renew their strength. They shall mount 
4ip with winfi;s as eagles ; they shall run, and not 
l)e weary ; they sbdl ivalk, andnot &int. 
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The ^entkt^ ^ ^farl^ MOglm 

KCCLESIASTES kti, i. 
ttemmlernom ify Ortaiot im ike da^g pf Aj^ jfintA. 

L HIS advice of tiie preacher supposeis the 
importance of the rising generaticm. He consider^ 
ed diem as worthy of ms particular attention ; wai 
Burely thev are worthy of their ownv They should 
tiot view themselves as insignificant beings» placed 
in the World only for amusement^ pleasure and tii^ 
iBing, but remember, that their own happmess> and 
the happiness of multitudes around tnem, and of 
thousands who are coming after them, muchde* 
pends on the part which diey shall act in life. They 
can in no way answer the vast design of their intcl. 
lectual exbtence, nor sustain the dignity of their 
rank in the rational creation, without religion. The 
preacher, therefore, in our text, earnestly admon- 
ishes them— /a remember new their Creator in the 
days of their youth. 

We maj^ observe, 

L God is here exhibited to them in the cfaaiW" 
ter of their CrM^or, 
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. 4fl "^Jf^^^ i^ ^? *^^ ^ "?!^?^ obvious w* 
depppy w^ich they can Jiaye of the existence' of the 
I|»CJt)f, 5p fiieir first apprehensions of hliA, and re-' 
gi|r4^'tQ y^rtiy ar^ in' this c^atacter. In caDinp 
thpnx' t^^iiefore to early reUgion^ Solomon, with 
ffi^i J>roi|iTiety, exhorts thiem to rememSer theijr^ 

. Whp tih?y bPgjy? ^9 reflect, they find that they 
c^ Jpokback but a few raonths or years ; thajt th0 
ofli^qr day Aey ha^ not even an existence ; that ver^ 
lately tl^6y jos^ from nothing, and became such be- 
lli^ as djey fir^. ^ence they kriow, that there 'must 
bje ioitfp lAYisible power, which made them. 

" They find themselves placed in a spacious worlds 
and surrounded with a thousand wopders ; they be- 
tiofd t^^ he^yenjy curtains stetphed oyer thpir 
beads, aujd .heai^tified with innumerable lights; 
^ify ^the earth peopled with various kinds of 
^a,t^re3.i an^ ?P,^^d with various bounties, for 
msajc \wplj i they observe the rblline seasons, antt 
the d^y changes of ligjht and daixness. Froia 
h^nqe ipfiv h^^ sensible ' evidence, that there is ^ 
^UPf^Qf^^y who made aiid upholds them, and 
^^i^^ arquhd them. If they naturally condud^y^ 
^^^f?'^^^^ '^ 6f<i7c/<*(/ by some man ; the conclu« 
^on ^as nai^Wal, that Ae xbho bi^iU ciU thin^Sj is God^ 

*T^Ofip <h? inward powers of perception; thoug^ft 
md 'reason, "^ey^kriow that the Creator must be 
pecfi^c^y vi^e. ^f qr.he who fonned the eye, Sh^ 
not he see ?— He who plahted the ear, "Shall not lie 
]t£ar .?— nHe who teacheth man knowledge, Sh^ 

iU)tJbe.kpow7 

* When they consider the grandeur of the worlds 
Ae.inighty effects produced before their eyes, drid 
ti)e' l^unt^fiil supplies afforded toallUyihp cfeSii 
tu^s, th^j ^e at once convinced, that then- Crea- 
tor ^ infinite in power, rich in goodness^' and pri^s^ 
cnt m every place. 
' Vol. I. E c 
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2S6 The J^ecemty of tarly ReUgionl 

These sentiments of the Deity easily ariate in die 
mind of every senous and contemplative youths 
& the first openmgs of reason, the young are more 
given to inquisitive speculation than perhaps sdme^ 
are apt to imagine. The new objects which con- 
tinually meet their eyes, awaken thought and con- 
templation in their minds ; and if, in this eaily 
stage, proper assistance and encouragement were 
afforded them, they would make easy progress in 
the knowledge of moral and divine things, and 
decjply imbibe those sentiments of virtue and re- 
ligion, which might abide with theta through lifis^ 
and preserve them from the &tal influence of tempt- 
ation and vice. 

We may observe, 
, II. Solomon here expresses the piety of the 
young by their remembering their Creator. 
. It is usual in scripture to express the whole of 
religion \y some leading temper or {Principle ^ as 
the knowledge of God, faith in him, love to Mm, 
and the fear of him. When a particular virtue or 
duty is enjoined, as a condition of the divine &- 
vour, we must always understand it, as including 
all those tempers and actions, which are naturally 
connected with it, or flow from it. To know God^ 
is to serve him with an upri^t heart. To Jeiir 
God^ is to depart from evil. The love of Gody is 
to keep his commandments. They who have 
believed m hUm^ will be careful to mauitain good 
works. 

In the same latitude we must understand the re- 
membranceoi God. This is not a transient thought, 
or occasional recollection, that there is a God f but 
9n habitual, influential apprehension of him, and 
l?egard to him. It is such a firm belief of his ex« 
istence, such a just knowledge of his character^ 
sucK a lively and steady sense of his presence, as 
shall awaken and preserve suitable affections to lum^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



The Necnniy of early Religion. 137 

«nd produce a correspondent life of humble obedi- 
ence. 

Remembrance is not the learning of something 
new, but the recoHection and retention of some- 
thing already known. The young are here sup- 
posed to have a knowledge of their Creator ; to 
nave attended to the evidences of bis existence ; 
and to have gained a genei al acquaintance with his 
character and wiU ; and they are directed immedi* 
ately to apply their knowledge to the purpose of re- 
a], practical piety. 

This is, then, the spirit and meaning of Solo* 
mon's address. 

" O youth, thou knowest, that there is a God, 
who made thee, and who created the world, m 
which thou art placed. And, Wilt thou live un- 
mindful of him ? Often consider, whata being he 
is. Remember that he is a being of infinite po wet, 
wisdom, and goodness ; that he is always present 
with thee, observing all thy thoughts, words, and 
actions, and that he will bring every work into 
judgment,, with every secret thing. Set him al- 
ways before thine eyes, act under a sense of his 
presence, call upon him for all that thou needest, 
l^ve him thanks for all that thou enjoy est, acknowl- 
edge him in all thy ways, approve thyself to him in 
all that thou dost, and. seek his favour with thy 
whole heart J' 

We may observe,, 

IIL Solomon recommends to the young a df- 
rect2sAimxnediate application to religion. *^ Re- 
member norm thy creator." 

There are few,, perhaps,, but wha intend to de- 
vote themselves to God. The young intend to serve 
him in their youth.. Though they procrastinate reli- 
^n today, and think they may safely do the same 
tomorrow, yet they mean not to neglect it through 
all the period of their youth* They have ofien been 
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^ rKe T^cc^iy 'if earVy keU^. 

told, and tfaefpardylxrfiev€» that youth b 
£ivourable season ta be^n so great a work* The^ 
Inow, that they are comtxiktmed fo en^g^ in it ; 
and di^ would not Tv^ili^ditobejr. But cdnsiitel*, 
Iny fiiends^ the same commsmd, which enj6irisy6ii 
to Temember^jod in your youth^ enjoins you to r*. 
•member him mrw. What part of youth you WiU 
take for remeitibering God, is no more dt ^dth* o^ 
tion, than what part of life you will take. Yoii &A: 
as expressly required to serve God in ycjuth, lib '<b 
serve him at all ; and to serve him now, as to ^ei:^ 
liim in youth. You have nomoreliberfy tojVxst- 
pone religion to the last stage of youth, than to tfe 
last hour of life. 

Allow me then to inculcate upon yoii the he6^isls£- 
ty of early religion, and yoiir obligation to appfy 
yourselves to it immediately, ^hd without delay. 

1. Let usVesiime the thoilght jiist now ^tiggett* 
ed, that this is the expreis command of your Crdft« 
\or. 

That relfgi6h is a 'matter of intCspehsabfe lietS^ 
sity, you will not deny ; tor you befieve, thatthJdte 
is an infinite, allperfect God — ^that you are mo^ 
and accountable creatures-^that your happiness !&• 
pends on his favour— ^and that you can ^cu^ Ms 
&vour only by devoting yourselves to his seHicc. 

Now, while you acknowledge that reKgioii Is ftSi- 
portant to mankind in general, you must acknowl- 
edge it to be equally important to yourselves in par* 
ticular. Tor all the reasons in Which it is founded, 
' take place with respect to you ; and the divine cdfh* 
mand, which enjoins it m general, ^joins' it dko 
on you. IfGod had 6nly required his i^rtioilal crea- 
tures to remember him, ybu mUst have consiA^lftd 
yourselves as coming within the intention of the 
command. But Ae matter is not left at large. Y6u 
''are expressly arid -particulariy pointed out ^s the 
subjects' of the c6tmnaiid--^jfe*f*n6ifryAttr Ct^hAfr 
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thJfki^s of y dot ywih. Begin -arc^ioHslift 
WlA the first opening bf your reaomi. Devote to 
^ESpdyotir be&t da)r^ tlve floUrer of yoor iftrengtikb 
% ihei^ anfjr rdoiti for evasion ? — 'Is there any sub- 
^a»fl%e by which yOB can nmhdraw youFsehre^ 
Wthtfite ^UAorfty of so express ^ comrtiand ? 'So 
long as yOii ile^ct religion, Jjroa live mpfadn discK 
t>edience, ilot Only to t& eotmnand, ^idi enjoins 
Religion 6n aH iMen^ bin to that also which enjoim 
'it distkfcctly M(4 cKplicitly on you. And if rq>eiit* 
>mce most Ves^ct all known sin, it must whenev- 
er it takes place, particularly respect this youtfafiil 
"idelay of i^c^petitasiice. Paul laments, that he Was 
nt>6rti out of diie time. He honours tho^ who •were 
in Christ before him. 

»!• iTo convinee you farther of the necessity of 
-youthful religion, I Would remind you of the meads 
"-which' God has required others to use with you for 
^tfiis purjpose. 

Yoiir Creator has brought you into existence in^a 
'^ftiartn^r favourable to your early nurture andeduca- 
'tioh. ^He has i^aced you tinder the care bf ' iftiose 
Nirhp ri^turally feel for your welfare. He has, in 
-lriO§t express terms, ehjoined on them an attention 
-lb 'your monsd conduct and religious improvement. 
•iPis'ft^ Advance from childhood to J^outf^, you be- 
iftbnfie entitled to mbfe poblick instructions. The 
*'faiiSiiSttt^ of ' religion are to c(nisi*der you as a part 
of ttieir charge. While they intteat the a^d to be 
*^grave, -temperate, sober, and sound in faith, they 
-^a*e' tc/exhbrt the young to be soberminded. 

*If^ytJuthful religion were of Utde importanoe, 
such orders would never hav^ been given. If' you 
^Kadarij^f to live 'in the neglect of refigion, there 
""cid^td be lib' reason, why they who go^befeWyai, 
^iJibuld teach you knowledge, make you-to^uiKler. 
'*«larid dofetrine, tmdgive ybu line upon- line, and 
i^rccept upbn-precept. The -succete 'Of thtiria- 
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bours dqpends on your concurrence. Obstinacy 
and perverseness in you, will defeat their wisest and 
best endeavours* If they must instruct, warn and 
reprove, you must hear, learn and obey. If they 
are to watch over you, you are to watch over your- 
selves* If they are to commend you to the grace of 
God, you are to seek unto God betimes. Eveiy 
precept which you find in the Bible, requiring oth- 
ers to consult your spiritual interest, is an admoni- 
tion to you of the necessity of early religion, and 
a call to remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth. 

3. The importance of youthful religion farther 
appears in the particular promises of grace, which 
God has made to the young. . 

The gospel, which teaches us our native deprav- 
ity, and the necessity of a moral change in our tem- 
pers, teaches us also, that to effect this change a 
divine influence is necessary. Sinners are indeed 
required to make them a new heart. But whatev- 
er means they use for this purpose, it is the grace 
of God, which gives diem success. And not only 
so, but the first convictions and awakenings, by 
which sinners are excited to the use of the appointed 
means of relirion, are the effects of God's prevent- 
ing grace. ^ehoUj says the Saviour, / stand at 
the door and knock ; if any man hear my voice^ and 
open the door^ I will come in to him^ and sup with 
him. It is not the sinner's towardly disposition, 
which first invites the Saviour to knock ; but his 
knocking which first awakens in the sinner a dbpp- 
sition to open. The first motion is from the Savi* 
our ; not from the sinner* 

Now it is to be remembered, that God has given 
particular encouragement of success to them who 
seek him early. To them he will pour out his spirit, 
and make known his words. To them he is pecu* 
liarly near, and of them he will be fou'fid. ^Vhei^ 
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ever he sends his word^ he sends the influence of 
his spirit to accompany it. The gospel is called the 
ministration of the spirit ; and men are siod to re- 
ceive the spirit in die hearing of faith. This gra- 
dous influence is especially promised and vouch* 
safed to the young. This is God's promise to his 
covenant people — I will pour my spirit an thy seed^ . 
and my blessing on thine offspring* There is un- 
doubtedly a tune, when the spirit of grace strives 
with them, to awaken serious sentiments, convic«' 
tions, and resolutions, and to excite their attention 
to their immortal interest. He may strive with sin- 
ners in a more advanced age : But in youth he fails 
not to strive often and earnestly. There are some, 
whom God rives over to a reprobate mind. But 
diese are such as have rebelled and vexed the Holy 
Spirit. There are some, from whom the things cf 
liieir peace are hidden. But there was first a day 
of visitation. 

Remember, my youn^ friends, the peculiar ad- 
vantages which attend this early period of your lifie* 
You not only enjoy the external means of religion, 
but in addition to these, there are some attendant 
influences of the spirit, of which you are the sub* 
jects. And let me ask you^ Have you not experi- 
enced them ?--^Can you not recollect some sensible 
convictions of conscience — some deep remorse foi* 
your youthful follies— some sober resolutions for a 
virtuous life, which have been excited in your at* 
tendance on the appointed means of religion ? — ^Are 
nbt these the fruits of that promise of the spirit, which 
God has made to the young ? This is the voice of 
divine wisdom ; and it is directed particularly to the 
young — If thou criest after knowledge^ and lijiest 
np thy voice for understanding ; if thou seekest her 
as silver y andsearchestforherj as for hidden trea* 
suresy then shalt thou understand the fear of .the 
Jjord^ and find the knowledge of God. Turn ye 
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How prePiAVs is t;hui oppprtumty 1 X^P^ k^^^ofi 
only the m^^an^ of rejlgipn ia commoi^ with pfiipf^ 
but Qidl3 wd ej)pp«wg€n>?iit§ pecjili»r tQ y omsplve^. 
Say not, There ig no^pg, ny^iich yoff qaa dp. ^. 
F^entyQU^r^M^yows^lv^. Butyottaf^npt j^Sf, 
to yoursdv^* V^d^er the ]^tcuct].on$ of thi& ifuxd^ 
a&d ti^ ^vings of the spirit, there i^ something 
which yo V xmy do. Imagine not tha^ ^^ youfpxsy^ 
Qi»andcpdeayour§iu:ea^¥>oiui)ation Thosip 

pntyers md endeavours, to which you ^^ excked 
hy the copvictio^s and st^i vV)g$ of the ^^it otGoNdf 
igse not to be cajLled by this i>an^e. God 4q^ not 
9bboT the work oS his own sp^it. I beseech yoU;, 
neglect oot diis se^^n. Whf^n will you ^d ;^noth- 
tr as good ? Yoi^i V^y, Jperfaf^ps, stUl eojoy so^ 
of the jsame in»n$ ; Jb^t, you will not enjoy tbemalL 
Parental instructions, admonitions, and restra^ts^ 
nfll 9000 c^asp* You will g^aiJ^iiaUy out g^qw yf^r 
v^fC :lend^$i]pes^ and sensibility. V i^i^ jujidu]^-. 
geswiUintroduQeal^uxkies§8^)4obj^^ 9^]!^^^ 
ibid, wJbiat4»e$pqQialJy tio be i;«garded, jm "Wf!^ 
8000 get beywd th^ encourageme^ ^.i^uig ^^o^ 
tie piPW^ maj^ peculiarly to ithe yoving, 
Th«rei$ iod^d ^w9y;S room for tlve awakened aiid 
thoughtful to h!Q^i& God's mercy. $ut the en- 
€0iU!agem(eDt3 gi^Vi^n especially to theypung, yqu 
can apply no longer tl^n white you i^ yoi^. Jfx 
alkde .time ycui will have no more iij^ to the^ 
titan ypur gsraod^ii^ have now. Yo^ w^l hayeio^ 
the benefit of them. Your hope must be drawn 
from more general declaxiations of God's miercy* 1^ 
it jDothing to throw by an ^ic^urggeme^t, whic^ 
Qod has vowd^safed peouliaiely to ypu ?~:ls it "nc^ 
}(#mr wisdom to imjprove an opp^r^uui^ so kja^ 
#od liKVourabk as tlmi ? 
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You cannot possibly get forward to mature a^, 
in a state of impenitence, widiout aggravated guilt. 
The guilt of abusing youthful advantages, and of 
opposing the spirit of God, will pursue you through 
all the stages of an ungodly life. If you believe 
that, in the work of your salvation, you are depend- 
ent on the grace of God, attend to it at this time, 
when you have the express offers of his grace. You 
know not, but when this season is past, his grace 
may be forever withdrawa. 

4. The various contingences, which attend futu* 
lity, prove the necessity of early religion. 
• if religion is necessaiy to your eternal happiness, 
it demands your immediate attention. Rash adven« 
lures in matters of everlasting importance, ought 
never to be made. The frailty and uncertainty of 
ouman life, are plain to your observation, and ought 
to be familiar to your thoughts. The continuance 
of reason depends on God's good pleasure ; not on 
your intentions. • What changes of condition a- 
wait you, and how soon you may be placed beyond 
the enjoyment of the means of salvation, you know 
not. Nor can you tell what temptations and intjce* 
ments may meet you, when you step forward oa 
the stage, mingle in the affairs, and associate wit^ 
the men of the world. If the principles- of virtue 
are not early fixed in your hearts, the dangers be-^ 
fore you may be fatal. There is such a thing as' 
the final withdrawment of God's grace, and a heart 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. We 
hope this not to be the case of the young. Bat the 
highminded and presumptuous youth, knows not 
how soon it may be his case. ; ^ 

You see then, that you have no security of any 
opportunity but the present. All before you is 
darkness and uncertainty. If you consider rdigioa 
as necessary, it b your wisdom to engage in it im* 
mediately. Remember now your Creator, hchsc 

Vol. I. F f 
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tfieeVSd&ycomes^ l^ut not &r fittn^ yott this ev3 
)^y. 6ive gkny to God, befot« he ea»se darkii€88| 
ima before ^ur leet stumble on tfie daf4 moiin* 
liyns ; leist, white jou k)ok for light, it be twroed 
into #ie shadow of death. 

5. Besides those solemn ai|||iimci)ls, which «reta« 
ken from anodier W(Mid, Ae soiipture ^ftenurgM 
^euth to early religion by arguments talten fixim mis 
World ; whieh> though far less important in themi 
selves, are adapted to influence tender minds just o« 
pening to worldly proqi^ects. 

Come^ ye ehiidren^ says David, hearken Miome^ 
WTid iu'iti teaek you the fear of the Lord. 01hai 
man i» he that msiteih MJe^ and Icfoetk wmnf days^ 
thai he may see good?^ Keep thy tongue frwk eoU^ 
Hnd thy Rps fiom speaking guUe. Dejbartjhm ep4t 
iindd0go6dt;^eekpeaee and pursue iK Inthewntm^i^* 
iof Sdomon, similar obs^rations often occurb^-*^ 
MysonxJbrgetnotmytaw}^ bat let thme heerf keeft 
shy eommandments ; Jw length efdays^ and long, 
itfe^ and beaee shall they add to thee. Honour tn& 
Lord witn thy snisfaneey qnd^with the first/rukr of 
oU ihifie increase ; so shall thy hams he jSled wiik 
p^nty.^^JIappy is the man that Jindtth vAsdMn^^ 
i^rigth of days is in her right handy and inherit 
handriehes and honour ; her ways are ways ef 
pl&asantnesSj and all her paths are peaces 
^ Virtue has her native charms, which, propei^ 
disnlayed, will command esteem even from mose 
Ifrho haVe not chosen her for their companicm. Bilt 
her chwms never appear to greater ad vantage, than 
when displayed m the character of the young. Didf 
^ you ever see a youth, who, impressed with ttie fear 
oT God, and a sense of futurity, carefoUy shunned 
the fUEieis and vices of the worM, and steadily pur- 
sued the path of wisdom-^whose natural gaiety was 
tetnptt-ed With a religious gravity — ^whose language^ 
though cheerful, waa always t&ereet ; and n^oae 
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Tf» M^feHifv «^Mi^ Mfilig^n. $^ 
8^ though Mcialj; were iiteict|y ^histd i^d 

f^^ims ^ ^yUf ttspliideDte mthstan^ & h6l& temfr 
tatiAB, and lor^de ^p^et a wiqfc^d ioifiiedm^htr^^ 
ifho cb^ldy r9B proper ^Odsionsr mlngie wkh This 
frt^Mtfafvl (bompanioiiis, and yet faa^e do fellowship: 
with fheir wilruitfiil woifcs, Ibut rather neprovtt litem 
•— whtee govertii^aimwtfa to aKst rights wii^ttf 
pit vaiiby ^ fauman q^laiisfe^— -atod Who^ ^^hflehf 
pfltaiiHained a wurtiiolis n^seMcttr-^ «ver >pFes9etw^ « 
m^deslgr and httniiity' htemning hk age ?r-fiGi«d: 
Tbl^iesirer see wch a youA ? TeU aie^ rf j»ou;i^ 
B0t esteem hkn r if $^u dMl not eoK^et fhb reptitft^ 
tfOQ^ andalmeA envy his happHiejto. . Have yeir 
firef aeenit GOfilrarf ehttiaeter? and, I>id yctun^f 
4( ^»tee and condemn it ? BciEev^ then^ that ^c 
^ . i;ub«3 yottth has Avour and g^od undefstandii^ 
JQ the sight of Godaad meti- 

Asybtt are retiofial beings, ymi have a part to* 
9^ in ^e worlds You ^we to/be niei|)i]iem of ^6cu 
e^r, aqd Imitate a shtoe in the tt)mn)ton -timoeilit. 
0f tanman life*^ it b not your wish, nor iibs it*^ 
Ciettor^s design, that you should pass thbrongh life 
sdUtar^ and Daeonneoted«^ No vmn Kvei merely i» 
himseif. , Early piety wiU lay a fo^ndsition^ fbr yoat 
fiMHtmt dignity and useftt'ness. ReUg^n fate some^ 
thing to do in every station, atid in eyefy batiio^ ;t 
rO0T cluB you properly £11 yotur cirofe witfitHit cU 
Whltftver litay be the business assumed yotu, truths 
justice and benevolenOe^ are die prtncipies «^hi(& 
mu A govetn youi. lltese you 6u^ht early to jAm* 
sess, Aat you may always £eel the^ rinfluencfe, A 
hiibitofdujdictty, fraud and unn^teousnesv form^ 
•d in youth, ivSU operate in the <3on)sems ^ VMrn^ 
kood> and soonpiunge you into infamy add nniu 
H you now banish religionfrom your thou^its, yotr; 
liamsh ;aU reasanable hope of worhUy reputadof^. 
midpfoifcinly^ m weE as of ivture giorf * 
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Thiiik not, however, that the chief reward of 
piety is in this world. It will indeed bring you 
many blessings, and secure you from many evils: 
but still you are in a world of mortali^ and change. 

Disappointment, pain, sickness, sorrow and death, 
await the saint in common with others : But he has 
consolations, to which the guilty can make no 
claim. Peace of conscience, and hope in God, a 
persuasion* that all: things are meant for his good, 
and the prospect of immortal glorjr beyond Ac 
grave, are comforts which delight his soul in the 
day of affliction, and in the approach of death. 
Since no man can escape these . events, it is ev- 
ery man's wisdom to be prepared for them. Rdi- 
gion is the only preparation ; religion in youth is 
seasonable preparation. If it would be desirable 
to escape afflictions ; next to this, at least, it is de- 
sirable to be prepared for them. Your preparation 
cannot be too soon, for the necessi^ may be near. 

YouwiH, I presume, set out in life with a de»re 
of usefulness. To crawl obscurely through the 
world, like a mere reptile, only to eat and sleep, 
and breathe and die, is too despicable an idea for a 
rational being. To live only that you may disturb 
the peace, wound the feelings, injure the charac- 
ters, and corrupt the manners of mankind^ is too 
near an imitation of infernal spirits, not to be ab- 
horred in your thoughts. Is it then your aim to 
spend life with dignity to yourselves, and usefulness 
to others ; to enjoy peace of mind while you live, 
and good hopes when you die ; to be had in hon- 
ourable remembrance. among those who survive 
you ; and to meet the smiles of angels, and the 
approbation of the Judge of all ? Remember now 
your Creator in the days of your youth. Know 
the God who made and preserves you, whose mer* 
cy is your hope, and whose favour is your happi- 
ness ; serve him with a perfect heart, and with a 
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The Necessity of early Beligion. 237 
• * 
willing mind. If you seek him, he will be found 
of you : if you fiu'sake him, )ie will clist you off 
forever. 

However iudifierent this advice may seem now, 
the day is coming, when you will feel its impor- 
tance. As you are now climbing the hill, and rising 
to maturity, worldly prospects open and expand to 
your view, and ^ou promise yourselves a delightful 
and prosperous journey through life. But, believe 
me, you will soon pass the summit, and find your- 
selves treading the downward path: Then your 
worldly pro^cts will shorten and shorten, and the 
sbadowswill stretch over your heads; and when 
jTou ^k into the vale of old age, your worldly 

Erospects will disappear, Happy tli^n, if you have 
etter prospects in God. 
Hear now the conclu^on of the whole matter. 
J'ear God^ and keep his commandments ; for this Jis 
the whole duty of man. For God will bring every 
'wuork into judgment^ with every secret things whetk* 
mr it be good^ or whether it be evil. 
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SERMON XIX. 

1i%c Jfhuih omiied m forming his rcBgkki Sfn^ 
inenti. 

rftOV^RMb &i* il^ t«# ^ 

Whok tmi<m entertik into tUm hfiart, wd kh&iticilgt i$ pkc$^ 
ami wuo tkw ioui, diureiioH shall preMirve ihce, tmd iiArfrf* 
mandmg shall keep ihee ; to deliver thee from the w^ of the 
mlaum ; from ih€ mam ihai tpcakeik fraward ihimgt. 

OEVERAL of the first chapters of this 
book, and this in particular where our text is, are 
expressly addressed to the young : Ard the de- 
dared intention of them is, to gipoe wisdom to the 
simple^ and to the young man knowledge and diS' 
cretion. That by wisdom and knowledge we are 
here to understand the principles and dictates of 
virtue and religion, is so well known to all who are 
acquainted wiUi the writings of Solomon, that there 
is no need of.adducing instances to prove it 

Religion is founded in knowledge^ and therefore 
it is called by this name. He who acts relip^iously, 
acts understandingly. When knowledge is pleas- 
ant to his soul, understanding will keep himt 
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Th^ yomg, however, itn to coMidtr^ diittfMra 
ltt« instiilctiotis» whidieaiifle to err flpom the words 
tif knowledge. ' Solomon ^erefore urges Ae nt* 
teasHtf of dUcrtUen and umkr^UmdiMg^ to dMoet 
^ihem J¥om tke way of the ^vUmun^ m^ ma»wh& 
speakkh ficward tfiing^; wA^ ietW0s $he pat/u ^ 
npfi^hinm to watk hf if^way qfdarkMis; who 
ref09cn 4o do ewU^ and delights in #A# jfismmrdnni 
^f *hemmktd4 

The serious youth will then inquire, How he slall 
distinguish between truth and erfoiip ; between the 
^J^ of liprig^tiiefls and the way of darkueBs f 
' My design is to mswer li»9 inquiry. And 1 80« 
licit the attention of my young hearers, while I hy 
before thefn some plain rules for fomiing just o^ii- 
kMis in matters of religion^ 

L Let your mind t^ impressed wi^ this seotl^ 
ment, that thene is such a tilmig as leKgiofi ; an^ 
iS^tkhofstriousimfiortancie* 

While you are inquiring what religion is^ resolve 
to embrace it, and to walk agreeably to it. ^PTiat 
db/yr nrnst enter into your he^H ; kH0wi^dg& must 
be pleasmt io your sout^ tha^ it maff^dMoet^ yo9t 
fiom the way of the evil manv 

Y[ you consider relig^ merely as a matter ^ 
speculation and amusement, you wilt fall fa) wi^ 
^ose opihions and usages^ which best please your 
humour and inclination ; or which are recommend^ 
ed by your fevourite con^iwy and connexions ; or 
. rather, you will receive no opinions heai^y bu^ 
tfiose which rdax the obligations of virtue. 

When you s^ men trifiing in religion, turning 
with every tide, and veering about with every 
wind of doctrine ; when you hear them talk light- 
ly about the concerns of futurity, and arguing in 
support of notions which favour a licentious hfe ; 
when you observe them pleased in throwing off 
those principles which are the greatest restraints 
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fiiom vio$, And the most; powerfol inceativ^s-to yir-^ 
iue ; whatever degree of mgeauity, a^ whateveri 
taste f(^.r«id)iDg they discover, yoa^may ceitBinly 
^^nchidei that they ai« not inquiring after trBth y 
but are contriving to satisfy their conscience in-4 
coum^ which they are determined to pursue 
< Th^ reason why many run into errours ia r^« 
gic^ is^. because knowledge is not pleasant to their 
souls ; Uie love of wisdom has never entered into 
their hearts*. . 

* JEieligiQ&, va its great and ess^tial truths and 
duties, is so plain, that to understand it, there 
needs only serious inquiry, guidedby asenfiieof its 
importance* 

. Look aroundd ^^d you will see that there is a 
Deity daily present wiA you and working in youi: 
slight. liiook into ypurselves, and you will per- 
peivetjb^ you are£reeandaccountaDle cceature& 
You must then be un^er some obligations to this 
l^upreme Deity. And these ohligatiiuis are xeli- 
giom 

'^ The ohUgations of creatures to their . Creatori, 
and the duties of mpral beings designed for immor** 
tality^ must be infinitely in)|X)rtant ; and therefore, 
all your neUgiaus impiiries diould be conducted with 
<he greatest seriousness and int^p:ity . 
. IL Always, remember, that religion is agtwo^^ 
^themtutfi^ of God. . Aksitis a seryipe which jkhi 
owe to him, your ideas of it mtistcorrespood y^ 
his moral character* • ^ 

. Holiness^ justice, truth) mercy, and goodofsi^^ * 
are perfections of the deity ; and in an imitation €^ 
these perfections religion primarily oonsists, 
. The gospel requires, that you become partners 
of a divine nature-rr-that you be renewed after the 
in)age of him who created you — ^thatyou be follow- 
ers 6f God as dear children — ^that you be hdy* as- 
he is holy; righteous, as he is righteous; merci* 
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iil1» as Ite id Bfterciful ; aiid perfect, as he is per* 
feet Yo\i must then, in all ]K>ur religious inqui* 
ries, keep the divine character in your mind, and ad« 
mit for truth nothing which evidently contradicts it, 
or reflects dishonour upon it. 

Purity in heart, rectitude in your intentions, 
sinceiity in your professions and in all your lan« 
guage, justice and probity in your actions, mercy 
to the unhappy, forgiveness and loye of enemies, 
and good wiU to all men, are the principal linea- 
ments and features in a religion which Grod wiU ac* 
cept. Other things are necessary as aids to reli- 
gion; but these must always be regarded as the 
great and weighty matters. 

IIL To judge what religion is, you must always 
consider, that it is 2i rational thing. 

As it is appointed by a God of wisdom, you 
may conclude, that it bears obvious marks of his 
wisdom ; and as it is designed for intelligent ctea- 
ttires, you may be' assured, that its doctrines and 
]HieGe|ft9 are adapted to your understanding, judg- 
Qient and conscience. There may be doctrmes ip 
it beyond the discovery, and above the cornpre- 
hei^aion of your reason ; for even in the natund 
worid you meet with a thousand unsearchable won* 
der»; but the doctrines of religion, when they are 
once discovered, and when the evidence of them is 
stated, will appear reasonable to be believed, and 
plain, as&ras they' concem your pn^ctice. 

Religion, indeed, consists much in the exercise 
of ^ affectiom; as fear and hope, love and hatred^ 
sorrow and joy. But these affections can no far* 
ther boar a part in religion, than they are under 
the direction of the understanding. They must 
not be the fortuitous sallies of a blind and heated 
imagination ; but the calm and rational exercises ^ 
an enlightened and well instructed mind. 

Ve*. I. G e 

t 
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The irtsIlgfoiU mtth kiMwb why tfe Is aflS^($ted bi 
Mich a ihahner. Why he hopes of fe^s, Why he 
loved tfies^ objects and hated the contraiy, why he 
id grieved, tod why he rejoices, Farthet* than thenS 
is a reason for these affectioii^ ihett eaii be no re* 
^ian liithem. 

It b pbsdibie, that one may be ukidiir'^^sunftil ap* 
|rfehcnsiond <yf ftrturfe punishment, and yet have no 
di^^tSott to repentance. If his terrouk^ arise, he 
knows not why, or from what ; if he has no idea^ 
what it is that exposes men to the wtath of God, 
and no sense of any thing in himself, that deserved 
{f, titere is nothing m alt his teitonrd, which par« 
tsies of the nature of reH^os conviction, ortihstf 
t£sidd fi> rtel amehdhiimt. True cofivitetioR is a 
knowledge of siA by tkehiW, si knowledge of one^d 
feWti a(te by comparing himself with the lirw, and 
li knbWlelSg^ df the exceeding silrfiihiedd ef ^ ai 
a ftfatnsgression of the law. 

' fte}igk)i!is hope lib not a Utti'd and h^s^ dMtfi* 
lAttite df future happineds, biit^ ration^ ^nd s6r!p<> 
%bral expectation of it, founded in th^ gre^^d 
|>rbitti^fes dTGod, and appropriating these prtilnises 
by a 9fn6tTt and defiberale subn\ission to mt terttH 
of thbm. 

The pioos man iaves Ood, frbih^ a belie^g tfe# 
irf him, as a holy, just, g6od, and excellent be- 
Ing ; arid he hdtes sin from a sense <tf lis contraridy 
tothewiKand character of God, and its inccmsis* 
tency with his own perfection and happih^te. 

Holy J&y springs not from an a^seicf^htd fiorir of 
the aniitial spirits, but from an experimental cvi* 
'dencedfour sincerity, and of onr consequent in- 
terest in tiite favour of God. 

Trtie religion is devout^ but not nperstiH&uf. 
It will excite you to frequent ccMiverde with Oo4 
and to a diligent attendance on idl Ae instituted 
forms of w orbhip ; but it will not allow you to rest 
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In ^Mtae tiftti^e^ sia die srestt Or tha c«4y things 
required. It will r^ard them, not q$ sujarstUtttei 
^ haliitie$9^ f>r comptMaticm for tlte want of it, 
but as mean« to promote tbi; exercii^e of k in th« 
lie^Htt and tine pfaetioe of it^hi the life. To {ittend 
on the institutions df God with engagednes^pf aA 
lectiooy 9xA purity of intention, is dewtion^ To 
lay the prmcipal weight on the cfBremonial part of 
vdiigion, or pn devide^ and iayentiona ^ xmd, is 

True religida as ^^t^iiHamiUtf but not enthmwt^ 

It is a&ctionaitc or sensifafe, in opposition to 
stafii^tff i but not wild in opposkion to zeasQO^ 
Tmace may be a rational assent to the truths of re- 
ligion, without a heart to feel thrai, or be governed 
by them» This is stuj^dHy*. True £uth is aceom^ 
panied with a sense ot the importance of Ibe things 
believed. Where this sensibte belief takes place, 
Aiere wUl be ybrtuotts resolutions and holy afieo- 
tions^-^Ndiere will be sorrow for sb, hop6 in God's 
mercy, gratitude to the Redeemer, admiring^ 
thoughts of the gpspd salvation, earnest desires of 
an interest in it, and hmnfale joy in the evidenced 
cf a title to it. Thete are rational exercttes of 
mind, and they belong to. true pi^y. 

But then Jto make t^ vyhUeiA i^i^on consistih 
kiward emotions, to consider the oec^ional flow 
of passion as a sign of ^^ce in the heart, to de- 
pend onioar lively feelings as indications of the di* 
vine will,, to determine our duty, or our state,, by 
impressions made on the imagination, and imp& 
lut^ to follow every powerful itppolse, or sudden 
suggestion, in opposition to the dictates of reason 
and the voice of revelation, thisisio^siipidanti reli. 
gion by €98lAftffi»m. 

Though every degree of this sphit magrnot be 
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inconsistent with integrity, yet the full dominimof 
it will exclude religion. 

Bear it then in your minds, that rdi^on is a 
reasonable service. Emj^loy your reason in judg- 
ing what is right ; and, that you may be furnished 
for judging, apply to the word of revelation* 

IV. Keligion must be a work suited to the no* 
iure and condition of man. 

God treats all creatures as they are ; and requires 
of them according to what he has given them. He 
r(K}uires not of men all the same things which be 
exacts of angels ; nor would he tolerate in angels 
the same things which he pardons in men ; for he 
knows our frame ; lie remembers that we are dust. 

Man consists of a material body, and a rational 
mind. While he dweUs in the body, he must take 
care of its concerns, and provide fc^ its support. 
His religion therefore cannot tc^^i/y consist mthe 
spiritual exercises of angels, or in such a refine* 
ment and elevation of spirit, as^ would entirely de- 
tach him from the world : For this would be inoon- 
sbtent with his present condition and connexions. 
As he is to consult the health and comfort of his 
body, and contribute to the happiness of those a- 
round him, so industry, in his calling, prudence ia 
his business, frugality in the use of bis substance, 
temperance in the enjoyment of divine bounties, be- 
long to religion in the present state. 

You must be weaned from the world by the 
fnoderation^ not wholly abstracted fromil by the 
extinction^ of your earthly affections. The former 
is tiecessaiy to fit you for heaven. The ktler 
.would unfit you for the world before it is time to 
leave it. 

The mind, however, is for the superior part 
This will always claim your chief attention, that 
you may enlarge its capacity, furnish it with knowl- 
edge, rectify us mistakes, eradicate evil habits, 
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introduce and improve virtuous ^rinciptes, restrain 
the passions, and prevent them from enshiving^ the 
nobler pdwers. 

The duties relating; to the body, and the mind, 
though different in themselves, are nearly connect* 
ed, and mutually subservient. You cannot com- 
plain, that worldly business calls you off from the 
care of your souls ; nor under pretence of engaged*- 
ness in your salvation, can you excuse your neg- 
lect of secular duties. Every duty chims its place, 
and an attention to each, in its place, will facifitate 
the practice of the others. 

You ought /arther to consider your moral condi- 
tton* 

You are fallen creatures ; but placed under the 
hopes of pardon and life through a Mediator. And 
religion includes in it such tempers and duties, as 
correspond with such a condition. 

The gospel plan is founded on the supposition of a 
feet, wnich experience and bbservation cannot bilt 
acknowledge ; that all have sinned, and come short 
of thegloryof God. Revelation teaches us, that God, 
in compassion to our apostate race, has sent into the 
4vorid a glorious Saviour, who, by asstiniing our 
Dature, and suffering in our place, has opened a 
way for the exercise of pardoning mercy to repent- 
ing sinners. 

The religion of an innocent creature consists In 
a continued obedience to the will of God. But the 
religiori*of a sinner must begin in repentance of sin, 
and return to God. Your first care, then, must be 
to know yourselves, and to obtain God's ^ce for 
the renovation of your souls, and his mercy for thfe 
remission of your sins. Your acceptable appfic^* 
tion to God can be only in the name of the Saviour, 
whom he has ordained, and by an attendance on the 
means, which he has appointed. You mUst coim* 
pare yourselves with his word, encQurage ^serioutti 
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epnvictiom and yirtuQus rescdutions, shun knqvii 
femptalkms and dangerous connexiQns*, attend ot^ 
the institutions of the gospel, frame your wajft (a 
turn to the Lord, and seek his £iVQur, vaa^ fovt 
find. 

Viewing yourselves as fallen creatures^ you y^ 
ice th^^ to be reasonable exercises, and nfices^aii^ 
ly belonging to religion. Kvery things thert£^e^ 
which tends to pride and selfconfidence, and which 
^courages boasting and ostentation, i$ eoi^trsoy to^ 
the nature of true religion. This will alwaj^s be 
modest and humble. It will dispose you tp j|id|^ 
Qf yourselves with caution ; to jud|^ of ptbers 
with candour. 

V. You must always remember diat tdipqri ia 
R benevolent and M^eful tl4ng ; an4 tbal» "^Imevef 
it takes place^ it m^es men better tfaa^ tbey weve 
before. 

It consists not in empty nofee and vain show i but 
in solid virtue and substantial goodness. That pour 
not be religion, which leaves men as they were, or 
snakes tbenqt worse, or which only aumkmte one 
vice by introdMcing ^z^ther ; but that which makct 
them nevf creatuves. Paul says of One^mu% 
In time past he was unprqfitfible, but now prqfitahle^ 
The works qf fiikh are good and profitable to men. 

Religion does not essentially consist in tittfe ni- 
Iteties and trifling distinctions, w^uch peither intfu- 
ence the he^rt, nor concern the practice ; nor in ^ 
observance or rejection of particular rites wd form% 
which a maa may use or disuse without preju^ce 
io real virtue m ban^self or others ; nor inajiealoos 
attachment to. Or angry abhorrence o^ this seot, or 
that church, io whicE, as in mjOst other fields, tbeie 
lure some tares and some wheat; but in sonKsthing 
more excellent and divine. That, in a wwd, is 
true religion, which makes a goiid man ; which 
fwdei^ OM pious toward hU Crod» Qonfi^rmi^l t^ 
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^ttt pattern 6f his Saviour, benevolent 16 biil felloif 
itien, humble in his temper and manners, peacei^^ 
We in society, just in his theatment of all, conde'- 
Ipcendhi^ in cases of diference, strict in the got^ 
cmment of himself, patient iii adversity, aiid at^ 
tentive to his duty in all conditions uid rdations'of 
Bfe, When you see such a character, ytm may 
bcfieve, that religioh is Acre, When you find Aii 
to be your character, you may believe, that wtsdoitt 
lias entered into your heart. 

You are to distinguish between truth and erTour^ 
and to embrace the one and reject the other. But 
fievef lay great tveight on things, which have no ttm 
lation tp practice ; nor make light of great tluhgs^ 
wfnch are immediately connected with duty. 

IF ypii see a man meek, humMe, peaceable, so^ 
bcr and benerofcnt, careful to jpractise piety him* 
setf, and to promote it among others, you nvscf 
think him religious, though you suppose him t* 
have adopted some groundless opinions. If yotl 
iict one contentbus about religion, condemning aA 
who think not as he does, busy m sowing the seedk 
of discord, and in causing divisions among breth* 
ten, and more zealous to make proselytes to hi* 
own party and opihion, than to make good men of 
his proselytes ; whatever vou may think of his heart, 
you will at least conclude, that his zeal is not ac^ 
cording to knowledge. 

fudge then of the truth and importance of doc* 
trtnes by tiheir practical tendency and observable eft ^ 
fects. If an opinion is proposed to you,, inquire, 
what influence it would naturally haVe. Would it 
awaken in you a more serious concern about futuri^ 
ty, give you a deeper sense and stronger abhor- 
rence of sin, make you more careful in duty, and 
more watchfal against temptations ? — Or, on the 
other hand, Would it render you more thoughtlesa- 
and secure, more pliant to the customs of the world, 
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and more regardless of moral obligations ?— An 
honest answer to tkese inquiries will determine the 
truth and importance of most doctrines, concern* 
ing which any doubts may arise. For as the design 
and tendency of the gospel is to make men better, 
30, if any doctrine has a contrary influence, you 
may conclude, either that it is not a doctrine of the 
gospel, or that it meets with a temper exceedingly 
perverse. 

VI. Judge of things doubtful Ay things wUeh are 
plain^ * 

The great precepts and the leading doctrines of 
Kevelatien are easy to be understood.— 7%e ser^* 
tures 4tre given by inspiration of Gody and are prof 
ttablejpr doctrine y reproof, correction^ and instruc- 
tion in righteousness ; and they are able to Jumisk 
not only the man of God^ but the pious youths unto 
every good work. Timothy, jfrom a childy under'- 
stood tke^ holy scriptures^ The -way of holiness is 
a high way J a path so plainly drawn in the chart of 
the divine word, that the wayfaring man, though a 
fooU shall not err therein. 

There are also many obscure passages, which 
are differently understood even by the learned ; and 
which, by the young, perhaps, connot be under« 
stood at alL But ever make plain things the rule by 
which to govern your conduct, and the standard by 
which to prove what is doubtful. Clever interpret 
the latter m contradiction to the former; but eidier 
understand them in a sense agreeable to plain scrqv 
ture, or leave them as they are. You never 
will suffer for want of the knowledge of a dark 
text, as long as you act in obedience to those which 
are plain. 

V II. If a matter proposed to you, in a way of 
instruction or advice, appears doubtful, suspend your 
resolution, until you have mad^ farther inquiry. 
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When you feel a disposition to receive, or to re* 
ject the proposed advice, exatiaine what is your 
view and design. Is it that you may stand approv- 
ed to God ? or, That you may gratify some humour 
and passion of your own ? If you reject it, ask 
yourselves, whether you are rationally convinced^ 
that it Is wrong in. itself, injurious to your charac* 
t^er, and dangerpus to your virtue ; or whether you 
only view it as contradicting some favourite habit^ 
pleasuipe or ^rsuit. If your inclination is to adopt 
the instruction given you, examine from whence 
thi$ iiiclination arises. Does it arise from convic* 
tion of the truth, and importance di the matter in 
quesdpn ? or. From its agreeableness to that man- 
ner of Jife, which you cm^ose to follow, and from 
its tendency tosecure you against thajust reproaches 
of your conscience ? 

In forming your judgment concerning religious 
^th^ and moral obligation, never suffer hist, pas^ 
uoQ, prejudice, or social connexion, to have any 
uifluence* Examine and^lecide calmly and dispas- 
sionately. Consider, what you approve, and what 
vou condemn in others-^what 4^ vice, in a serious 
hour, you would give to a friend— if you were a 
parent, what counsel an^ instruction you would in- 
i^cateon a son or daughter, whose reputation and 
hs^piness you was anxious to promote— suppose 
yourself ne^ the qlosing scene, and think, what 
yoii would apjprove or condemn in so soleinn a pe- 
riod*. Judge m this manner, and you will seldom 
judge wrong. A judgment and resolution, formed 
with these cautions, you may venture to foUow« 
tThey will not lead you astray. 

i would not forget to recommend, nor should 
you neglect to maintain a continual intercourse with 
ypur Miaker. 

As religion is the obligation, which you are un- 
der to liim, solicit his grace to laad you into just 

Vol. L H h 
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fioitiincot^ of k, uA io impoesi these fcntimcots 

<deeply on your lieaits. Avare of the dangeci 
^hK^ attend ^piesentEtage of y<w life*««-awaiic 
t£ Ihe ' seductioiis ^f a deceitful heart, and the 
temptation^ of a guiltf world, eeek msdom fom 
^Father of light^^-^eekdixtfct^ who 

Ic^ehes die ^neek his ifajr-^sedc pii^otection from 
hin^, whose eye beholds the state, and whose ear 
attends the prayer of tt^ humble. 

If thoutne^nfixir kwradedge tmd^/keHttp th 
voice Jbr understmdinff^ ; if thou seekest her as sil* 
ver, and $€ar chest Jbr her as far hidden treasures^ then 
shaU thou understand thejear of the Lord andjind 
the knowledge of Qod. For God giveth wisdom; out 
if his mourn Cometh knowledge andunderstawUngi 
he layethup sound wisdotn for the righteous ; he is 
a buckler to them who walk uprightly ; he keepeA 
the path ofjudgment^ and preserveth the woff <f 
the paints. Thus shalt thou uncferstandrighteousiiett^ 
Judgment and equity g yea, and every gooffpqtk 
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d6* t6; Satnaon^ > the- man of^ iiwineifedfr^ 
sevtotfdit?^ Het has pitired> Uteadf m€#e^ than 'ft i 
ntel^ fiolr^ a tfaoasmdbf tbdm; He • ossot enterai' 
ateneintaoae of* their pnntipaic^ 
sKo^toofcrtlibiD'spoil^ and^weiifofl^iaBafiity; He> 
aAA^mord^at another ^piaofc^ spread 'Unong^tbeiir at 
jaweeKtttMiveskog^ten He^.wkhoidjthecoti^^ 
tenpt^ble«i«rapOQof a jaw bone^ sfliotd to thbgoomidr 
a^thoitflaflid inm» and bid r them ibeapsr uponr' facms^^ 
Tlier galefppst^ofvQaala'he^piQcked^'^ 
hands, and^cairied thsmr off oti his shouldeti^ withf 
tHetgi^/ bar laend^aH* Ccnsetttih^td be bound vMeu^ 
MPongoxiods^t.gmen wkfata^^andmevTCi^ iiisuci«^ 
ctaaionv hei anuppedtheiti oisuader^ as a thread o£' 
ttfwj; and vfAicn his^enenoiesy thsriH^ciilni''in their^ 
pwve*^ 8bMted<agahirt>him^ he^itKf^ and M^nfioir 
theitejwi&i prad^oaa ihavooiu AM^ What cari> 
ikaif do to hn 'now ? 

Alaaj :S«aa8oai.haaiskpt:/&i)>the:lapjo{^a hailiotv' 
andhia strength k gone ! His enemies now seize 
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him, put out his eyes, bind him in fetteis of brass^ 
and niake him grind in the prison. Fatal change ^t 
The dismal effect of breaking the sacred vov^ a£ 
Nazariteship, and yielding to the power of lust 

Samson's prodigious strength was not a natmal 
endowment, always at his own command : It was 
an immediate gift, vouchsafed on special occasions^ 
and, on those occasions, obtained by prayer to God. 
In his exertions, it is said, The spirit of God came 
upon him. When his strength fiuled, it is bbjA^ 
The Lord def>arted Jrom him. 

From his infancy, he had been dedicated to God, 
as a Nazarite forever. He was separated to the ser- 
vice of God, under an* obligation to abstain fix>m 
wine, and every sensual indulgence, which might, 
in any degree, unfit him for the service to which he 
was dieted. He was raised up to be the deliverer 
of the Jews, now under the oppression of the Philis- 
tines, and to be their chief magistrate in the admin- 
istration of dieir civil government.^ That he mif^ 
better discharge the duties of his exalt^ station, he 
was required to be a Nazarite as long as he lived. 
The bad^e andtokenof his dedication, was his hair 
growing m its natural state. By the divine law, a 
Kazarite was forbidden to cut his hair, or shave his 
head. Samson's bodily stren^ had no naiuralcom^ 
nexion with the growth of his hair : It was a privi- 
lege annexed to thereligious observance of his vow. 
When, in consequence of his violating this bond, 
he lost the badge, he lost also the benefit of his Naz- 
ariteship* God withdrew the special aid which 
once he afforded liim, and left him to his natural 
weakness. The loss of his hair was followed widi 
the less of his strengdi, as a moral, not as a natur«. 
al effect ; and only because thai was the fruit of his 
own guilty indulgence. Had his hair been taken 
from him by force or accident, without a previoua. 
fyult of his own, and whil^ he was in the strict ob- 
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,% 
aervancc of his vow, there is no reason to conclude 
that the same effect would have ensued. 

Whether Samson was a man of real piety, is a 
question which the history erf* his fife seems not 
clearly to decide. The strongest argument in his 
&vour, is the honour done him oy the Apostle to the 
Hebrews, who has given him a place in Ivis list of 
believers. 

However this may be, he was evidently a rasat oi 
a mixed character. 

He believed in the true God, regarded his gov- 
erning providence, often addressed hiin in prayer, 
receiv^ communications of supernatural strength; 
which he sensibly acknowledged, and, until he 
was overcome by Ae inticements of an artful wo- 
man, he carefully preserved the external token of 
his separation to the service of God. But, on the 
other hand, we find him, early in life, seeking a 
marriage contrary to the advice of his parents, and 
to the law of his God. This marriage is indeed 
said to be of jthe Lord ; not commanded, but per- 
mitted of the Lord in his wise providence ; but, 
though God was mse in his permission, Samson' 
was not wise in his choice. Afterward we find him 
in the company of a known prostitute, yielding^ 
to female charms, making and attending festivals, 
in which he would naturally meet with tehiptations^ 
to violate his vow of abstinence from wine. And 
it is probable, that he at length fell under the power 
of a depraved appetite ; for that he should sleep so 
soundly, as not to be awakened by the operation of 
the razor on his head, can hardly be accounted for, 
but by suppo^g a degree of inebriation, which Jo- 
sephus affirms to have been the case. 

These stains we discover in his character ; not to 
mention his last act, which perhaps may be justiii* 
ed on the principle of regard to the liberties of his 
country ; for doubtless there are casesi in whichT 
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men nu^ expose tbemfetves^tor |»robabk, if aol^l^' 
certain death,, for* the g^oenBLs^^, of timr natioB^ 

Qaty tbough«wQ.«M:iathis^heio^. g^t-and^iiwjt- 
011^1^ fiuilts^ still it'is ta^ be romefiiberedt. thtti^ 
whil&tie lay .in coafiiiefneBt, he had timfi jEonreAec6(«« 
and Dj^MnlanGp. Aod the return of his- stveagA*! 
with the fotmr 'gFOiprth of} hiahair» afioit^ at piwir 
ble argument of the sincerity of hUhumiliatioii^ ia^ 
that fMunfiiLpoiod* 

But whatever may be his religioii^chaeacter^the< 
crrows.Qf hi^ lifoi and' the calami^i^ ifrtlidldlty 
biou^t cm ldin». will- spggpMi tocua- aonoruad^ 
fiWiu^gf^aod: instFu^tiws* 

9ya/opmbi«t iiiGOMsteatwitbihiSfSoleaKi dedWt 
catiwio God» beJgstr hisf sfro«0th;;; notrOAl|!y tbar 
streak of l^body^ but^wluQbTWWofnnioae iatrr 
potitanee, the stfeii(gth(Of biaiiniad^ ap4r<rf» lw'»¥iftr 
tmei aod' su(M«nly» i^, thp, to^pwo{^a^l aftificMl> 
fi)e»p,^hQf«UiUOderftb^p^wer^f>hi»T6oamio^; Heir 
l9y:<)ofvm >:&ee9UHii« and a^ncokje a/.ctptiyet aodat 
dave. Whtfft he thought hia- 8tDenjg|lt;. raioainedU 
he. att^npled: to: eiwwiM itr fo^- hs«^ deSveiMio^^ 
but in vaiq^, h^ wii»>weAfa a^ another- maih 

I«.W/e ara hoi^.t^ug^t^ that the ypun^sbv^uldr 
ever a^AiQdfr a>fieflS9 of^ tlieir rpUgiftusrfto^ i oa t i o aii 
toGod. 

SamaoO'Wapr.by h^/parente, cooneaciited; a» ai 
l^ai9arite«.. Tb^ac^ he cooiudisrediaBrbmdil^^om 
Ivpi^.be0pwchi(f w«5.m coa^eqiienee. oCtawiUvia^ 
CfiimiQfliitd. 

It i$' a^^i^etijii^^askedy . How<^ are<:hi^ 
Igr-airaDi of jl)eil^!par69ta, . to which) tlwy.ha)re:*:ne¥* . 
cvjCQnAeMe(H(.a^pC iiihi^ .thef r auerAtf^f^eon^^ 
scious f 

fi«l, , Cmy^U: teUf i«ey how,Saiii6M,m»^ 
by ,the a^ pf : A^fpaifents ? 
, You . Hiitt. s^y, "It ! was tte» autbonly .'of; Go4» 
vbiflhr obligfidchimi t9i bB agJNaMsiiejijmdvwhiob 
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^ hByd iiis porMtsto set Urn apotft 4n Chh ^^ilutfiit* 

It b weU answered. Remember, too, <&oi ft^ 
lairfres die Cfarisdan <parafft 'to %mgim>1iA (Aiil* 
wen m Ae knowledge and practice €f fiievdigiefii 
^tlie^spel ; «nd to «iake an early dediaal^n <dr 
€hem toimn, teapartioukrrinstilirtedfoFtt], tiswa 
ackno>«ledgHient of liis cMigatien tkus td aftueate 
them; and as a token ^their Aiture iMtgafiofi, M 
ipvalk wordigr cJ their Oirtotian ^edticalSm. Te £^ 
then, hew a parentis aot binds his c h i dron , 4sfn^f 
to adc. How they are bound by the command of 
God t A question which sut^ needs no answer. 

If you have been dedicated to God, it is 4becrase 
yon are bound to Kvie to him. Vour ofeligHtion to 
vktuedoes not originatefrom your baptism; bcft 
the reason of your baptSsm is founded ii^ your ob* 
li|;ation to virtue. If you live in o^iosition to (he 
wiU of God, you contradict the gi4at design;) for 
which you Imve been ccmsecrated to him. 

Scmson was much more ooncemed to keep <he 
ioken of his Nazoritism^ 4)^ to observe die 4t$tm 
ofk. He never V(^ntatf41y parted with his locks t 
but he <^en violated that purity of life, to whieh 
his parents had consecrated hmfi, and which his 
locks denoted. An inconsistency this, which is not 
uncommon. Few would, in a formal maimer, rt* 
nounce their baptism ; but thousands Uve contra** 
ry to it. While they choose to be considered in dM 
character of baptised Christians, in the chancter 
of disciples df Christ, whose name has been csdied 
on ^lem, and on whose name they catl, limy in* 
^Ige those corruptions of heart, and impuritjes 
of fife, which his gospel expressly iottids. But^ 
Will their baptism save them, while in works they 
deny it ? It verfly profiteth, if they obey the gos- 

Sl. Otherwise, ineftot, it becomes no bapdnn^ 
e is notn Christian, whQ i» mly one outwardly. 
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in name and form. He is a Christian,^ who is OM 
inwardly^ in heart and spirit, whose praise is not <^ 
men^ but of God* 

The parent is solioitous, that his children shoold 
be baptised, and visibly introduced into the church 
and lungdom of Christ. But if he b not solicit- 
ous to Aimi^ dieir minds with religious knowledge, 
and form their lives to virtuous manners, he is no 
more consbtent with himself, dian Samson's pa* 
rents would have bera^ to have consecrated him as 
a Nazarite> and then fed him with wine, and cut off 
his hair. 

11. We see in the case of Ssunson, the vaahafiff 
effisctsof sensuality* 

By the law of Mazaritism, he was bound to spe- 
cial purity of life : From this purity he early bqpn 
to depart : The consequence was, he fell into 
temptation and a snare, and involved himself in 
misery and ruiii. 

The youth should come forward into the worlds 
with an apprehension a[ the various dansers to 
whieh his virtue is exposed. There are diuigers 
arising from the gaiety of his spirits, the warmth of 
his passions, the vivacity of his imaeinaiion, the 
flattering charms of outward objects, utt examples 
<^ the wwld, the enticements of wicked men^ ' and, 
perhaps, of those whom he makes lp& intimate 
friends. Sensible of these dangers, he^ouldann 
himself with the strongest resohitioBB ; Mratch the 
first approach of temptation, and early repcL it, be^ 
fore it has taken possession of his mind* He should 
stand peculiarly on his guard against tiie iacinatipg* 
influence of the pleasures of sense. These, when 
they have gained dominion, will daim unlimited 
obaiience, and induce an absolute slaveiy. They 
take away die heart, stupify the conscience, oblit*. 
erate the sentiments of honour, enfeeble every vir- 
tuous resolution, subjugate the noblest powers of 
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Samson, iQng ^§l^i»tfid&r hf^ ms>9^ *tr«ngA 
ami COUns^y ^ma^ %t Ust^ i>y hi^ cria^fml ^dili- 
gence, intothenw§t.4tewi^W^iWAkn?3?qf mm^, 
W^fiU asbfidy, .wdfeU^n jrouotent q^ptiv,^ jinto 
Jjj^ bai^ds of Ws ^iiQwi^s : An4 t^ey, >v^ onqe 
l»aiblcd at bi9 ^Ji^> .i^aw jtri^ipifil^cd in h)s ^fiia^- 

&c ttwB jdteO, 2rhp jsnt * Jion, 93 Ije WQUld a kid^ 
Avbo pduQJc^ iH> Itb^gatP^pf pMia, who, ^jjbmit- 
ling to te bouod wit^ cords, bwsjtjftipm, when h^s 
enenkie^ iA^(mt^ md, with ^ po;ij^ir\ptibl? 'yrpjx* 
4>ctf), .spi^e:^ ^Augii>$<?r>n)ong,thew at hi^ pleas^^re ; 
«e>iiU0 aiow/llstiemng to the ^n^c^^meiiits ,0^ ^ Ie\(ir4 
t^qhwtreas, t>Qtrayin^ *o.fesr 4;\ie |pp^ injpoi;taqt 
^Kfinits ofhi$ so^l, yielding hin^^elf tpher povf. 
jor, iKheo 8b# Jbiad given ^im A^rr^^n $0 ^i^ru^t 
h^ £dfiUty ; and thus depriv.e,d <rf -his ^^tf ength, 
i»d load^ ^^ sp^rt df his iny et^i^t^ fo^s. My ^- 
ing:to oisj»itai&tcophe, Sotomon p^y§, "Jlearkep 
^4X1^, ^ye iJbildjiOT, wd ^Kfifld tp^e.^vpji^q^ 
juy mouth* tSay.untp wisdQq^, Tho^ JKt my si^ 
/icr,jujd cajlun^cxstaiidii* tbyJun^W9nian>ih^,their 
aiy kfiq> thee'£rom Jdbiie.atra^ wj^o ft^itereth wii^ 
•hei^Kords* Let mt thiw hg^u-t^ecliii^ j;o Ji^r w:?]^^ 
<go iKq|t ftitxay in her patjlis ; for she hath oast dowP^ 
*inany HQund^d ; mmy Strang jnen.h^vje ki^ !da^ 
#i|lpr» JKerHQiiacw five ijwy to hell, gmsi^W 
ioihe chaiiil»^ of de^'' 

In language equally fiiFsmg m^ £Xpie»KKe, j^ 
Mjm t^ youjtbjOl ilie fetai iciectis of iateffiperagqs* 
if 9^ not among wine biUbers ; s^mong jtiptpus «;^* 
f» of flesh ; for i^o shatt thpu cpmejtp ppvejty, 
and be jdothed with rags. Thou shftU Mye wft?> 
^iseaar, sorrow, xx).utent}on, and wounds withp^t 
cause, ihrne^hc^ shall utter perv^qr^^ .thi9g», i^pp 
shalt be as he who lieth down in the midst ofwe 

Vol. I. I i 
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sea, orsleepelh'On tbetopttf amasL- TIieyhair# 
beaten mCi shalt thou say, and I felt it not : When 
shall TawaJse? I will seek it yet ag^.^' 

IIL Th€<»se of Samsmi riiews us the fetal coik 
seoueivces of criminal connexions. 

From this cause the erroars and calamhies^if his 
life took their rise. Our virtue, honour and hap* 
piness depend on nothing more, than the charac- 
ter of the friends whom we choose, and the compa- 
ny which we keep. Sensible of this, David resolv- 
ed, that he would say to evil doers> Depart from 
me; and would be. the companion of them who 
ieared God, and •observed his comnumdments. 

The youth, who has enjoyed the benefit of a 
virtuous education, will form some virtuous reso- 
lutions. Wh&e he hears parental instruction, or 
while he indulges his serious thoughts in sotitude^ 
he feds tiiese resolutions operating powerfully in 
his mind. He thinks he shall easily retain tbem^ 
When first he happens into licentious company, the 
conversation whidii he hears, and the exampka 
which he sees, shock hbmind. But, in die mean 
time, some circumstance may occur to invite him 
agam into similar company. He goes, however^ 
with a sesolution to keep himself dear of the vices 
which he sees. By de^es tlie scene is familiar- 
ized. Vice seems to divest itself of some part of 
its def<Mmity, his watch is slackened, and lus leso- 
lution droops. He sees, perhaps, in an ungodlv 
companion, some agreeable accomplishments, wluch 
balf conceal the deformity of . the character. As he 
attaches himself more closely to the person, he has 
less power to resist the infiuence of the ezami^e* 
He can now with patience, and by and by he will 
with pleasure, h^ those virtuous principles and 
manners bantered and ridiculed, which once he 
regarded with veneration. Thus gnduidly and in* 
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sennbly, he is drawiroff firom the virtuous tiouvse^, 
which it was his earfy resolution to pursue. 

The youth, whe has not wisdom tO'sbiin a vicious 
connexion, has seldom resokitkm enough to with* 
stand the temptatkMis which atfemd it Though lis 
may carry a good resolution into bad company, Im 
will hardly be at4e to bring it off entire and unbrok* 
cn» The first steptosecurky,. b to fetseatfron 
tiie path erf* danger. They who deliberatiefy ente& 
wpcmit, whatever good resolutions they form, are 
usually beguiled along, until, they have advanced so 
&r^ and find their way so much embarrassed, that 
theyhave but little heart to return. ^^Hear, Omy 
sen," says SoloiQpn, *'and receive n^ command- 
ments, uid the- years of thy life shall be many^ I 
have tau^t thee in die way of wisdoro,iuid led thee 
n> ri^ paths. When. tlu>vr goest,. thy steps ahali 
net be . strakened p when ^ovt runnest, thy feet 
shall not stumble. Enter not into die path of the 
wicked, go not in the way of evil men ; avoid it,, 
pass* not by it, tufn fitrni it,^ and pass away;?' . 

IV^ We see the meanness of vice, and iirrwfaailr 
a despicable light it places the mail who«yields to iti^ 

Wfailk Samson,, with the character o£ die hero, 
preserved diait of the Nazarke,, and employed his 
great strength in vindica&ig the Uberty of.his coun» 
try, and chastismg die insoknee of her. enemies,. 
we view him with esteem and admiradon«. But- 
ii^en we see'ihis mighty man sinking away into the. 
softness of eflfeminaey, yielding himself a slave 
to lust and appetite, and putting that strength which 
was the gift of God, unto the handft^of one^ whose 
only aim was tobetray it to the common enemy ; 
when we see him shorn of his locks, and led off 
blind and impotent, what di&rent sentiments wer 
feel \ If we behold hkn with pity, it b pity mixed 
with contempt. 
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Sittilaf spectacle^ however; are' too often! fb be 
seen. If the maeti of sniperioiirr-powirsi and k idt4 
tacHiB education, yields himself a riaybto paSRon 
and apfieAte ; il farf crimimd indulgences of mxy 
klhd, he debiUtiafes his body and beclouds UEsin* 
fcAeet, destroys bis healdi and wastes his aubv 
8t^c6, ahd, frQtn tfie dignity of a nbaii, si6Sn ddlJm 
W ihd meanness of ixn animal^ he is Vke SBmson 
«bom of hssldckjf, while he slept in ilib aktns df 
fteastfe. If ever he swakes^ he wilt feel wMr 
Ahaioie and regret the dS^graceM cltoge; 
' Th^ y oath, who ^dms at honour ahd r^faMioa^ 
ttflisi maintain his virtne. Let liot iti^rey mAtng^ 
phtity wd Mbriety, evir foTsake thee ; bind d)em 
dbout thy neck, writi thehi on the table of Aine 
hea^ ^etbentf widi thee iit aSl thy waik^ mA/6 
thekk diy eoin[tenipns in all c6fnpanfes»^ aii^ thjf 
gti^dsr ih £k temptatiote 9 sb shaft dnte find iiivODe 
and ^oddandersttndingiQ tbb ^ght of God aoti 

V. Weseehow naturally nh faringiB tibtifaie iq 
this world, and what reason there is to bdiev^ it 
iriil bring miiJery in the next* 
, Therd was Mch a n&turad connezidh betiiKen 
Sanison'i iniqdity, and die calamities wMch ensuedi 
that he coiild riot biit ascribe diem to Ulnratif^ Jib 
unlawfal cortiriierce with a dangiiter of sbr idda^ 
troits people (foi* siich, midoubtedly» wab theper^ 
S(Mi With whom he was now coohecteA)' drew hidni 
as Ae Jewish historifiti supposes^ xni6 frtqaesA vio« 
Utions of his vbw of Nazslriteship. EAticed ifnd 
overcome by hti deceitftil arts itnd ttgeik 9riicit» 
tions;; be disclosed the secret of his strength ; aA^ 
& a profound sleeb, th^ eflfect of previous exoess^lie 
iDst the token of Nazaritidm, with wfaichhis^ strAq^ 
iras connected. With his stren^ he lost his fiioe* 
demand his eyes; and he, who latdy WasjuAge 
in Israel, is now a slave in a Philistme dungeon. 
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LTbc^npoi of strictest viftoc/ isy mtfais statey IHk 
btfe.to adVcrskj ^^ iior cait we, from die csBaiiihids 
whkb a man sofiers; eondaOc hinr^ be ff tranffi 
pressor* Bitt whi^ tslamities, far difjcot and int^ 
ulal itep^i fcUoTf afbdr ManUetlt mnpitjp^' we, liiiBtL 
vie% ihe fimner as the pfoper frmt wadt pfcwrfslihielit 
<tf ihelattei^; 

^ Thoogly i'ewaiib aiid jluiBBhiniitxts vk ii6t^exact»» 
If iftAoodsiitad^^ilfeitsed facte; yetdnreareiilft^ 
ny cases, in which they take place in a ds^ec; to 
awaken nien% atleiiUon to dK difleieiil cail9ci^|ill^n« 
oesof yirtCRfaftd Vice^ ind^to canvinoejthem tfifiC 
rigkteobsnesi tfenA to fife/.iknS'thfat fae'wbo'|JafMitts 
irily ^oi^es it to his deaih; 

When Aey see ihS coniieAiefe bebvteit sin* jnd 
^umshmeiit hd^y ihe^ oiighttaextehdjAeir.vidws 
t0thewbridbf RtrlBntioh; whene; orfthedifldlen 
of dispbafieavbe, the wratfa of God will Qoime tH 
Ae litc^frthost;: .Hi'maked dieir snlks to iajft nport 
UBSxd in this world; to reiniiti them; thatthese siftsj 
inAn^pRt ontil death; wil find tUnd dot hi the liexlt: 
If fmm is a nahiritt cptiiieziQAi' tetSween rice fad 
miaeiy, visible in many ihstAm&Jnow, it^ispre* 
abttptimandinadhessfartbe sinner to flatted hii»: 
aftf; that he can ever be secure froni nliierf withotit 
renoiimemg hi^ Ati: 

It ofteff prdvei^ a meref to lAlnikind, dmt ^e ii 
flfcfditedm of present misfary, becatnse thirf its prorl 
giresb li retatded/anfi) inisoiae instances, trahsgreM? 
onr are ifitid itHdatmed; This seeiAs to have beed 
the caw wkh our M to Herd: While He indtil^ 
Wlte^^uHd ^nrity; the lii^triries of life, hfe for^ 
gWthfev^nrwhidr shits^Mha^e boandfaimto.Aft 
«yi<9a$t pnrir^ ;f md tiywhat deoth beiriigfirhW 
Men, ifnothm^ht^dteinrbed his guilty alumb»^/ 
we cannot tell. But awakened by the insulting a- 
larm, The Fhtlistines be upon thee ; and, after a 
fruidess effort, findmg himself in their power, and 
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Us former strength departed ; experiencing the s&d 
change fix>m ahero to a slave, and the sudden.trans- 
kioQ from a seat of judgment to a dungeon, he be^i- 
i;;an, we may suppose, to reflect on the errours ^ 
his life, and especially on his late criminal conduct, 
which had produced so dismal a reverse ; and ia 
bis darksome solitude, exercised that deeprepent^. 
ance, which entitled him to the divine favour, and 
to the return of the supernatural gift which had £^-^ 
saken him. 

Affliction is die common means of repentance*. 
When transgressors are bound in fetters of innv 
and holden in cords of affliction, God sheweth them 
tiieir works, openeth their ears to disciphnCi and 
eommandedi that they return from iniquity. 

It isr&ppy for some to be denied the means, and 
cut off from the q>portunities of former indulgences^ 
Samson, in prison, had it no longer in his power 
to pursue anabit, which was dangerously gaining* 
influence upon hinu He here renewed ms Naza^ 
xiteship, wnich had been, for a time, interrupted ; 
kvA he returned to the purity which that required*. 
Though he could not offer sacrifice for the expia-: 
tioD Of his guilt, as the law in this case enjoined*, 
yet, no doubt, by repentance, prayer, and a fresh 
dedication of himself, he sought and obtained par« 
don of God ; and therefore, as the token of his 
Nazarkeship returned, the privilege annexed to it 
xetumed also. By sin we provoke dod to withdraw 
his presence ; by repentance we recover his favour. 
Reflecdng thereiore on the £eital effects of transgress^ 
ion, let offenders dedicate themselves to God with 
deep repentance, and stronger resdutionsof vir« 
tue and obedience. Thus God will have mercy oa 
them> and abundandypaidim them* 
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SERMON XXL 



JSeflections on Abraham's Artifice with AbimeUcfu 



«/vA/'^«*t3^«/N^r\^ 



CENESISi ». la it* 



indAHmeUch $aid uiUo Abrakam, Whai $0wai ikmt, ikm tkam 
kaa doBC ihU iking ? And Abraham said btcatue I thoaght. 
$9trefy ike f car cf God i$ not im ihi$ place ; and l% vnli skgf 
me /or sny »(fc*« Mile. 



x\BRAHAM, having occasion to remo^re 
from Mamre toward the southern part of the land 
of Canaan, to a place called Gcrar^ of which A- 
bimdech was king, adopted, for the securi^ of 
hi^ life, the same expedient which he had once be- 
ware used in Egypt. He desired his wife to disguise 
&6 relation between them, and to call him her 
brother, and he also agreed to call her. his sister, 
kst some of the people, tempted by her beauty, 
should kill him for her sake. 

From so good a man, and one who had so oftqi^ 
experienced the divine protection, we should not 
have expected an artifice hke this ; especially as the 
jresDlt, on a former trial, had taught him hofr 



Digitized 



by Google 



S64 Abraham^s arti/tff with Alnmelecfu 



strong, fear y m sometin^s prevay. "* 

Abimelech, supposji^ ^rah to be only Abra* 
ham's sister, sent and'tck)kner into his house, ^th 
an intention^ not to dishonour her, but to make ber 
his wife. 

Before he had accomplished this design, God, by 
a dream in the night, warned him of the dangerous 
step which he was meditatifig, and directed him to 
restore the woman to Abraham, whose wife she 

•* ''The king, after professing the Innocence oif .Ills 
intentions, calls for Abraham, and thus expostu- 
lates with him on tibe u^jij^tifiable deception idiich 
he had used. ^^ WKai h^t thou done to us ? and. 
What have I offended thee, that thou hast brought 
on me, and on my kingdom, a great sin ?'' L e. 
exposed us to a great scandal and calamity. " Thou 
liast done deeds to m6, which ought not to be doMt. 
/\y^al'sa^west thou, dii^tthou hast ^dpne this thing?*' 
Abraham answers, Imd this,' "because t^in^jht^ 
siirely the fear of God is not in this place,^ ana tney 
will slay me for my wife^s sake." Hcpf^ver, he 
teys, the relation jK^hloh' theV had professed, was 
not akogedier fictitious ; for ^* she was the'daugS- 
ler of" his father, though not the daughter of ois 
modhen^' JShe was hi& fether?3 gran* ' ' ' 

and, in Ae language pi scnpture, grai..^^ 

are often called children. Saraiy ^^^o in the cie:r. 
eiJth chapter is caUed Iscah^ was daughter^ ICmny^ 
Abraham's elder brother. It seeihs, by thb ac- 
count/ that Terah^ Abraham's Father, had two 
wives, from one of whom was born HaraUy ihe£u 
th^ (Sr Lot and Sarai, or Iscdh, and ,$rom the' oth- 
er was bom Abraham. So that a^e was daughter 
to Abraham^s h^f brother. And wSh sucjli a oieoe, 
it was, in those days, tlibught not uialawfud tp mar* 
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was, accordjtr^totheknguftge of the times, Hter- 
^ffjrirtfei yet his ccttK^Iment ^f ♦theiinoi^ delicate 
«|id tnrportaiit r^fetkHi, -cotild <not) on tlhe reason usi- 
s}gned, be JMtifiefl* For «uit*ly he oHght not t# 
fcave gone vdimtarlly among a people, where ht 
^pr^fhended no regard ivonld be paid to 4he <:^onjit^ 
^ju -ri^s t Or, Jf lie was called in providence to 
4^Qnrm (tmcxig them, he "might ^Kave trusted to 4i*- 
vine, prelection. 

This inddent, in Afe hi^ory of Abraham's lifo, 
lii^'sffibrdits some nseful observations. 

7^ l%e sttrooiotts nature of %fae sin <X inAiUer^^ 
"whic^ consists in violating t^onnubial ri^ts, .is hei^ 
represented m a Arery ^striking nmnner. 

Though Abraham supposed that ihfere was no 
isense of God and religion amon^ the 'people of Ge- 
wr, yet fee seem s not to have entertained the leatt 
tmspicion, that 'ftiey would insiflt the honour of bis 
4amii^» «thdr by n^pe or seduction. His apprehen- 
sion wasj^ftat they would fM Mm for his wife^s saiko. 
Kle imagined, fb^nomasneotildbe so aibandoned^ 
tfito tskt his wife ^rom him» ordebauxih her^ whife 
-he wa&sQive ; blithe was much afraid, there wete 
men 13^ enough to murder ium, '^t they mi^t 
?mye liberty to enjoy her. 

Abrahato evidently considers adultery as a crime 

lar more hornd in 4ts ntiture, and (far more cotttrat^ 

%i iil|c dictaCtcs <Sf •naturafl reason and coiifsciettofc, 

Ihan leven murder itself. His whole conduct, lin 

lids, tmd the former iKStanee, is grounded 6n 'thje 

-supposition, AatarufGan, who is Hoody enou^ 

to assassinate an innocenft man, yet mi^ tiot ht sf3 

bnitela^to violate a married woman. The man 

Irfw) can do the fatter, in a deliberate and customafy 

Inanner, is tmdoubtedly capable of. any kind of 

wickedness, to ti^hich he feels the smaHest tMhpau 

^tion. 

Vot. I. K k 
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Murder is generally considered as one of <d)e 
bbdkest CFimes of which a man can be guilty. But 
it is observable, that, by the divine law, tfa^ same 
penalty is annexed-to adultery, as tomurder : And, 
perhaps, of the two, it is the greater crime. It 
certainly indicates a more depraved state of mind, 
Murder rn^y be the eflSsct of high provocation, or 
.sudden passion. The other proceeds from a sedledt 
iiabitual viciosity of hearts And in its consequen- 
ces no species of villany can be more mischievous-^ 
more fatal. It is contrary to the peace and order of 
society — both of particular &milies, and of lai^ger 
eommunities. It is an unprovoked, and irrepara* 
l>le injury to men, in those rights of which they are 
most jealous. It robs them of that comfort and en- 
joyment, which the^ value no less than life, and 
without which life is Jbardly supportable. It ex- 
tends its baleful «&cts to the umocento&|ffin|L 
-anddooms them, without their fault, to infamy ara 
misery* It is a violation of the most sacred and 
^emn vows. li tramples in the dust the honour 
and the hiq>piness, not of a single person, or &m- 
ilyonljc, but of many persons, and of divers fiimi- 
£es. It awakens pief, anxiety, and perpetual 
jealousy; excites hatred, malice, and revenge ^ 
sometimes leads to the deliberate murder of the 
tender offspring, and of the injured party 4 and, on 
4hc other hand, provokes to die violent assassum- 
tionof the infamous invader. In a word, it involves 
In itthe guilt of injustice, fraud, cruelty and per- 
jury ; yea, and murder too, if not in the immedi- 
ate act, yet in tne remoter ciSects, as it taints and 
poisons the sweetest joys of life. " 

Such is the horrid crimbaHty of this evil, that 
every resolved o&nder must be viewedas thorough- 
ly d^>raved, and presumptuously wicked, and be 
held m detestation and abhorrence by all the lovers 
of virtue, and friends of human society. His con* 
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cem for the rights of mankind is absorbed in hil 
own lawless gratifications. His regard to the Deitjr 
is totally lost m sensualiQr. His socialand benevo- 
lent afiections arc extinguished in the polluted sink.' 
of brutal indblgence. 

Such a depraved libertine cannot be supposedtor, 
possess.a single principle of virtue or honour ; or 
to be secure from any vice, if only a temptation- 
should offer itself. Joseph, solicited to this crime, 
ijejected' the proposal wife the strongest abhorrence.: 
*'My mastter," says he to the lewd enchantress, 
^ knoweth not what is with me in the house, antf 
hath committed' aH that he hadi into mine hand/ 
neither hath he kept back any thing from raCj^ but 
thee, because thou art his wife; Howtlieh can I* 
do this great wickedness, . and sin against God V^- 
His words import, that a man, who feels in his 
heart any ftar of the presence of God; or any re- 
gard to.the rights of his fellow men,, cannot dehb^ 
erately perpetrate so vile an action. 

David, inhis penitent reflections on this sihi and 
&e miirdfer which followed, prays, "Create in me 
a cfean heart — deliver me from blood, thou God of 
my salvation. Thou desirest not sacrifice ; else 
wouldv r give iu. The sacrifices of God are a bro- 
ken hteart.'*- 

In the case of Abimelfech, God* says, ^ "The 
woman;, whom thou hast taken, is a man's wife ; and 
unites thou- restore her, thou shalt surely die/* 
From this moment he mdiirged Jiot^ single thought 
of retaining her ih his house.. And. such a sense 
had his people of the sacredness of the conjugal rci 
htion, tiiat, when they heard c^'the unhappy cr^ 
rour, into which their prfhce had fallen, they werd. 
iirpainful anxiety for the consequences.. To vnpb 
©ff,. as far as possible, the rei>roach brought on the 
community by this transactloui the king avowed 
tho iimocence of his intentions^ immediately restop^ 
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cd to Abraham his wife, made him a libecal doi^ 
tibn of servants^ flocks^ and herds, and g^ve hina 
the fullest assumnce ofi future security in nis iingr- 
dom. The whole transaction shews the utter al>- 
horrence which this people had of the. crime undfir- 
^^nsideration. 

This crime has been, held in detestatjoa by al- 
l^p8t all nations, in dl ages, of the world. By the* 
ancient laws of Draco' and Sdofiy the hwhaiuf of 
an adulteress, if he detected hec in her guilt,, migfht 
ibmecHattly kill both the criminals, or stiginatize, 
tbem, or put out their eyes, or might exact of th^ 
adulterer a heavy fine* But,, by the law of MTo-r 
aes, they were both to be put to.dieath with publicfc. 
ipfkmy ; and„ iu cwrdinaiy cases^ there was. no dis^* 
pensation* 

I proceed to observe, 

11. That a senee pf virtue and- rdigjoa is some* 
times found where we least expect it. 

How different was. the true character <^ the peoi^ 

g^inGeieai:, from that which- Abrahani'sjIpaloHsy 
d drawn for, them ? There wasc much of'^the fi^ac 
^God among them V tliou^ he had imagwcd th^r^ 
was nxme at aS. 

It appears, from this short history, ihafc the griw^ 
of the country was. a man of great virtue* Hi was 
notau idolater, buta\yorshipper^f the true Gpd» 
as was: also Rlelchiaedefc the priest. He w^ not a 
fitrangei? to divine Revelations, though fevoufe<J 
lyith them ii> a lower degree than Abraham-. Aa 
God> on the occasion here raentioiied,, QommyBi- 
cated to him. his will* in a dream, so there is. n^ 
d/Qubt,. but^ on other occa;sions».he had been favcHuv 
ed with divine discoveriesv He seemanot t0 have 
tee» unacquainted with this manner of receiving 
intimations of the divine pleasure^ He acknowi- 
ij^geaa supreme govcmour of the world, and're- 
igfudsuhim a&a beixig of almighty paw£r^aiulo£gec* 
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&ctxectitudeandgoodnj^ss« He e^preas^ a be^^ 
nevol^nt qaxe for t&e safety of hia peojpk^ axid sir 
hxsH QOBftenv leht tl;be)( sboirldsuSI^r by hisi misteke* 
He pnofesses an integrity oC heart in what be haij^- 
done^ and God ap jravesr the profesj^oiu He x^fld^ 
ily obeys, thje^ diving commaua ia restorrig the wo» 
iKau he h(^ taken ;^and while he repraves Abrahai% 
fot the neecUess artifice which he had im^d^^ he g;iivre9- 
bacb hi& vvufe un]0|)ur€d,.aj[;cepts his interceissroafijc 
ligimself andhi^ people,^ aad». retaining no unsuita*^ 
ble resentment, dismisses hixn^ wilh» geni^irous- pres^* 
C9i»^ and \vitl^ full liberty^ to dwcrll in hi&territorif s. 
Though, it is uQt probable,, that all the peq)|/^ 
were.e(j}ially virtuous with the priace> yet ar senses 
Q^ Justice^ ajad a regard tio the cgmmoa rights, of 
yuinJUxid, evideDt% belonged to their general char^ 
i^ct^x;.. Abim^eleca a^eals to Alprahaoi,, whether 
T^e^ had seen, siace. he had been in theoouotr^f^. an; 
things which could be matter o£ compkuut, or 
^ould i;e;quiiie, stieb deceptiou ashadbeeivu^d : 4r 
^ucahapi; pretends nothing mjore, than a, previous 
jealousy, that the fear ofGod was notih thutplacc;^ 
We see then, that to condemn sects qt cooiniu- 
qi^es^ixtthegpo^, tp censure and ne^robate me^o(| 
nw^rQ:9UspiqiQn,r tp. eoncllide that there caa bq tiff 
i^fgWr aoxoog tho^e who enjoy not advantafipu ^' 
^p^ t^Qiur owi;i^ isradbandunjustifiable* Wher^ 
i^s^^rqal adv-anta^g^ 2|9e. less„ mternaj assistance!^ 
Hiaf , foo; m^ w^ ^;now, m some instances- b? 

^Mxsyp|ppfie that they, whaenjoj a standing Rev%. 
elation, should neceiTe immediate discoveries iiron^ 
^o4y, ip.the doings of. religion^ would,, iode^d^ be 
absucd : foi^ot^Uussiippoaitionv the standing Uev* 
i^hit^Qa^ becomesb us(3les& God nev^r communicates 
to men,, in^suvrauaediate way, those tbinga*iuc|i 
tl^v maj( loam, by means akeadj^^ ia theiv hands^ 
Syg»ndwji^jji^ with ^vij»io& IccMh^aiv^qr | 
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bnt this vision gives him no instruction in the way 
of salvation ; it only directs him to send for an Apos« 
tie, who {should teach him things, by which he 
might be saved. If we, vrtio enjoy the gospel rev- 
elation, laying this aside^ depend on discoveries of 
truth made to us in another manner, we are guilty 
of the greatest insult on the authority of God, and 
the highest affront to his goodness ; and we judge 
ourselves unworthy of eternal life. Where God. 
has given means, he requires the use of them>. as 
the condition of his favour. 

But we cannot hence determine, but that God;: 
byliis good spirit, may so assist, direct, and en-, 
lighten the minds of some who enjoy not our ex« 
tcmal means, that they will make improvements ur 
knovrledge and virtue far beyond tte exertions of 
simple nature. We see, in the instance under con--^ 
sidcrution, that a people, among whom Abraham* 
imagined tiiere was no knowledge or fear of God^ 
were led to worthy conceptions of his character and^ 
government, and to a just regard for the rights o£ 
mankind. 

Let us beware, lest some, who never have en- 
joyed means and advantages like ours, rise in tl^ 
judgment against us, and condemn us by their su» 
periour attainments in virtue* The Jews, whore** 
jecting the instructions of heavenly wisdom, stiff 
continued in their sins, our Saviour warns, that the 
men of Nineveh, who repented at the preaching of 
Jonas, and the queen of the south, who came front 
£ir to hear the wisdom of Solomon, will stand aa. 
witnesses against them at the last day. 

Jesus often found, among Gentiles and Samaria 
tans, those examples of faith, piety and eoodness*, 
which he found not among the Jews, the highly fa^ 
voured, and highly professbg people of God. 

Exemfdai^' piety sometimes appears, where wc - 
should last have sought it : and the grossest instan- 
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* . 
«e8 of vice are too often seen in men^ whose educa- 
tion, advantages and profession, had given us quite 
di&rent expectations. Many, who are last, shall 
be first ; and the first shall be last. Let us not con- 
demn others for their want of privileges, but be- 
ware, lest we be condemned for our abuse of them* 
How God will deal vdth those who enjoy not ouir 
light, it b not easy for us to decide. But how he 
will deal with us, if we walk not in the light, ther^ 
remains no doubt 

III. The case, under consideration, teaches us 
that the indulgence of too bad an opinion of man^ 
kind, is ofdangerous consequence to ourselves and 
others. 

Had Abraham entertained a just opinion of the 
prince and people of Gerar ; or taken pains to be- 
come acquainted with them, before he listened tp 
the secret whispers of jealousy, he would have shun- 
ned so dangerous an artifice, as to disguise his re- 
lation to his wife, and would have prevented the mis- 
chiefs which ensued, and the still greater mischiefs 
which threatened his own family and the houscrof A- 
bimelech. It was a special divine interposition, which 
averted consequences of the most serious nature. 

Caution and circumspection in our intercourse 
with mankind, are always prudent, and may often 
be necessary. An implicit unguarded confidence, 
will expose us to many inconveniences, and may 
involve us in ruin. The advice which our Saviour 

Sve his disciples, deserves attention in times less 
ngerous than those. Be ivise as serpents and harm- 
less as doves. Beware of men. Put not confi- 
dence in every one. Expose not yourselves to un- 
necessary dangers. But ever maintain your inno- 
cence. Injure no man; and then, as far as pru- 
dence can secure you, let no man injure you. 

But we must not cany our caution to a total dis- 
trust of mankind, nor treat them with such appar- 
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fstit jcilotf sj% tis Wotfld ' ti^WnBi^ *ptt>v€fcc ttesl' <^* 
t^tindit^ nditlhcr otxgitt 'vrtj in otxr txmocni lot 
♦mrown B€<ctidt)r> to portue mitt^aiia titable teea* 
sores, t>r itegtect the jflain trdb df -duty. 

By txtreiwe t:afUtioo^ men dftch nm Into ihii 
inferfiieFsijtoihTfliey -aim to avoid; and byefttcs- 
erre jealtmcy biirtg.cm themselves itgiiries^ Mfneh 
^p«^ni hot before iirtemied* Dyimiulging^tao5H« 
opinion TxTtiiosearotmdAemi they ccttitract a sour- 
ness of temper, a neser^^edness bf bchavifour, «n 
tihsocyWfeness df manners, ^w^ridiii^ure Aeirt^wn 
fceiinjgs, dbstrnct their nseftiiness^ and tfi^gasl 
ilro^'t^^hh trtiohi tiiey converse^ <3rood £!ijali, in 
an evil day, met with so many obstructions dxA ndis- 
tjouragements in Ws endeavdors to reform fte na- 
tibn, thsttbe gave over his Istbours, and retired toa 
trave.^ While he was there, iridiriging a gtaotny 
imag^oation, he cotidudedtfliatttere was no piety 
111 the land, and no safety for him. " Lord,'' sajs 
tie, ^ they have pulled down thine afltars, andtfein 
Hhy prophets, and T only am left, and they wck 
itiy life,** But, What says the divine ansvrer? 
••• 1 have reserved to myself seven thousaxid men, 
who have not bowed the knee to Baal. "-^" What 
dost thou %ert Elijah V^ 

His ill opinion of the wortd first uiig;ed Wm into 
a cave ; and, in Ais retirement, the gloom in. 
fcfeased, until his jealousy CDrtdeftmcd tnaltduod 
without reser\'e. 

^Vh^e yht mingle with the wortd, we should 
\dep Ourselves^ unspotted from it But to shun the 
pollutions of it, we must ndt withdraw -from all in- 
tercourse with it. The Christian is to keep hrm- 
self from an untoward generation, and to bt bbmcr 
Tess and harmless, and Without rebuke in the midst 
of the ungodly and profane^ holding forth die word 
bflife, that others may be gained by his good con- 
versation* 
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men, there may be gte^t inftrmide^ and faitings. 
None is tnatc' cdehtzxtd tteui Abraham tbr the 
eminence of his pietf, dndthe strength of hisfaitlu 
He t^as strong in (kith, g;iVing glorjr to Qod. The 
greatness of his fiitk appeared; in hb leaving hi« 
nadVe land at the (hvme call,, and going fhrth to so* 
joum ina strange C0Qntty----in his steady observ. 
ance 6f the worship of God» m all places where ha 
sdjoumed, in his pursuing the enemies who had 
conquered and plundered the countiy of Sodom^ 
recovering i^om them the spoils which they had 
tatcn, tod restoring them to the proper owners^ 
iii his defiance on the divine promise concerning 
hh seed, u a time of life, when, according to the 
course of nature, no issue Could be expected, in 
hU cAyeying Ae painful command, to o^r u^ that 
sdh hi whom his seed was to be called ; and m his 
reasoning from past experience that God was able 
to fai^ him from the dead, from whence he had 
already received him in a figure. 

Cauld we Imagine diat such a man as thb would, 
on atay occasion, betray symptoms of timidity, or ' 
discover k distrust of God t — ^But this Same patri- 
afCh, when he Went to sojourn in Gerar, dared not 
own Ms retation to his wife, test the men of the 
place ^ould kill lum for her sake* Where is now 
the faith and fortitude, which at other times, he 
dt3CoVe^» when difficulties pressed,, and dangers 
thrtiitened himt — His iaithnow languished; his 
ftaf prevailed ; and, in a time of imaj^inary dan* 
gtr, he adopted a method of conduct which ex* 
posed him to the Reproof bf the very persona^ who« [ 
heima^ned, had not the fear of God. 

Let Urn, who thinks that he stands, take heed lest 
hefiiU. 

Even they whose faith is strong, must guard 
against the prevailing influence offeary and call 

Vol. I. L 1 
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bto exercise that confidence 4n -God wldch is 
best secmitjr agaiott the terrours of the world. 

In times of apparent danger^ and thseateiiing 
temptation, thejr have need to be peculiarlj watch- 
fvL Let theni del^nttely )xjffff&s€, ^hither Piov- 
idence calls them^ and, having found the line of 
their dut^, .pursue it with calm resolution, and 
steadv reliance on the-iif^ooe protection. . 
] We are never so sia£% as when we invariably 
follow the. p^th of virtue and integrity. . HejivlM 
walks- upngfady,w^ sasely.; but be who per. 
^ertshisway, shall falL Duplicity and artifice^ ta 
avoid an. evil, will but embarrass us the more. 1ft 
'^as only a special^V gracious interposition, Which 
prevented most fatal conseguencei^ from the jpatii- 
arch's unworthy dovice*. 

While we aim to act with integri^ ourselves, let 
'tis remember the weakness of human nature, ^xSBL 
treat with candour the faifingsarour fellow nieiu 
We see weakness and errour in so.good a num.'aa 
Abraham. We are to look for pe^ction in none. 
Kor ou^ht we, for ^particular &ults, towithdnuir 
oiir chaxity fix>m men c^ general integri^ and vir« 
tue. The candour of Abimelech was |^t and 
noble. WhilehereprovedAbrahaminonemstaiKiifl^ 
of unworthy conduct, he Acknowledged him a^i^ 
■Ipood roan and^a prppliet of God^ He soi||;h]LJhu 
prayer^, ^ndaoUcited his frioulship, bdngjpf^vs^^. 
ed that God was with him. We may rep^ve a good 
man's faults ; but for partici^r &ul1^ wlnchjiK 
an exception from a general character,/w4^,j(tya^ 
condemn .no jjaan^sper;sc9i# Let us wt^kptbai 
charity, wliichJjowthaU^gs;.foriis wjlfi^^ 
cr a multitude of sms« , . 
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SERMaN; XXIL- 

\r\r\t\r\r rrrffH ilJ^iTrrrnnr- 

CUKE xviLao^iYJi 

jiRmTv^ k9W99 imaMdeii^ the Pkameeti Wtm ib Ungdom^ 
qf God $kauld cotm ; Ae ^mnotred them and $aid^ The kingdom 
ff God comethmottriik otservaHoH : Ntiiker dkaU ikty taw, 

" lokerp ^ ct, U'ihon ^ fof btkoid, ikckingfiom^ GodUwuL 

X HIS pHraati tK^ JUngdam of God, ii^ 
fr t queutl y used in the new testament ; > and it sig^U 
Aes either thsi state of glorj,. to wfakh good mea 
^rifi beexakedin the fiitiu^ world, or the gosp^ 
dispensation, and the chur^ of God^in this worid^^ 
The-IaMer is the move Gommon aec^tation^ and 
tvidettty intended in the text; The qfiestion of the 
f^haraees, JfTiim shaUVie kingdom of God appear f 
inanificstly respected^tfie kin^om of the Messiaby 
0r that ttspensatftoft wUoh he was to introdao^ 
Christy inms answwy uses ihd phrase in the same 
sense, ooljr conrecting their aiistake concerning itt 
Bature, aiid the nimner of itsintroduction and es>^ 
taUishmenL 

At the time oS ow Saviour's appearance, there 
pieviufed a general expectation of mm. This ex# 
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Ectatkm was 6;it)unded pn the prophecies vfbaA 
d expret^ wr^ld the certaad^ ^md acctirdte* 
Ij stated the time of his coming. But the pr^e- 
. cie^, which described the manner of his appeanfice, 
were grossly mbapprdiemkd by most cw the Jews, 
and especially by the Pharisee^. The gratvi and 
lofty figures representing the power of his doctrines, 
they undo^tood as expressing the majesty of his 
temporal dominion, and the splendour of his earth- 
ly court. 

They demanded of Jesus, when ihe JcingSdm of 
Crod should come ; meaning, when would the Mes- 
siah come to erect ills kingdom in Judea, and to de- 
liver the Jews from the oppressions of a foreign pow- 
er. Jesus had declared himself to be the promised 
Messiah. But there was nothing in his conditicMi, 
which answered to iktir ideas of his temporal reip. 
!][nstead of that wealth .and power, ithat q^lendid 
caurt and Bumerou& host, with which tliey expect- 
«1 bt would fae Attended, Aey nw. him poor and 
bumble, and only accompanied with a few disciples 
of ordinanr birth and cluuacter. They therefore 
demand ot him, *^ When is thait kingdom cf Cknl 
^o be erected, which tfie6eriptun6foretels V^^^Asot 
>}rou die Messiah ?— -Where is y6w kiagAom^'*- 
Can you be the importsuU person, >who.is ^^ti^ «iA- 
ject of so many notable' predictions f -^Waok aU that 
-pomp of prophetiok language wasted oniytOfmot 
cut a man liloe yon ? 

Jesus tdls^em, they^hoHy misundcfftloaitiie 
intention of prophecy, which was to ^fofelel, inota 
^tethporal, buta s*>iritual kingdom. T^ imgdan 
tf God eometfi not with obfferoationy GrlWitb^flXt6r- 
^ai parade and^how ; but wMh moral and internal 
fawer and influence. Nei^ersiiaUimen luiF&ocoa- 
sion to say, Behold^ it is here ; or behoidf itii^kegf. 
It will not, as you imagine, be confined ta Jtidea, 
w^Q^any partkularpt^^e :«^^r-^&eAo4fi^Aw^ 
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flfGpdiswitiinyoUy or among ypuz And jt will. l^ 
jextended wherever my docjnnes.a^ preadicd. . h 
rvitl reach from one part tmd^ heaven^ untothp oth^ 
erpart ynderJieaoen. Sohp adds, verse 24. — T'his 
icingdom is already begun ampng ypm, ijeirg preach- 
ed by n>e aoud my disciples, ani^confirmoi bythe 
evidence of my works ; aud soon it will spread'ja- 
round, and bless other nations rf.the earth. Seok 
it not in this, or in that particular place ; knpw that 
it is come to you already : .Submit now tojts audii^*- 
*ity ; sepure its blessings, .where ye are. 

The jillustration of tliese words^lhe Jcinfrijom of 
God Cometh not with observation y will lead us to 
some iznportant thoughts ,on the nature and .design 
of the gospel, ^nd prepare our way for some userol 
.-reflections. 

1. The manner J in whic^ the gos^ was first iV 
iroducedy was without external show and ostenta- 
•Cion. 

WQvdly kingdoms are usually erected and sup- 
ported by the power of arms. The princes of the 
Vorl4, the better to coinmandthe Te^)ect ^rid che^ 
jdience of their subjects, are distinguished by rich- 
es, splendour and equipage. But the kingdom 0f 
Qirist wa$ introduced witl;iout~any of the^ forms 
of , pomp and grandeur. 

lie came, meek and lowly, pubU^hii^ peace, 
and4)ringing salvation to mankind. . '. 

John, his forerunner, appeared in the wilderness, 
pretichirig repentance, and warning roen.to flee frqm 
)the wrath to come. His humble habit, and austere . 
^manner of . life, -^lyere, suited to the doctrine whiA 

jbeoreaqhqd* 

^e^usJiimaelf was bom inm obscure taipily, (rid 

educated in a manner below the common rank 6f 

TCople. He grew up as a root out of drygrpiin^ 

^There H^in him no form or conUinessjo captivate 

^ ,9df9^l;k>P ¥ €^rtJlly pride, fle cy^t§rod 911 
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his publick minbtry with solemn &sdng ; and wm 
consecrated to his work by the washing appointed 
for the priests under the law. To pitpve his diirine 
authority, he performed many miracles ; buttibese 
were of liic mildand benevolent, not of the showy 
and ostentatious kind. He exerted his hesirenly 
power, not, as a worldly conqueror would wish to* 
do, in overturning kingdoms, and sprjEjaiding de- 
struction among hu enemies ; but in^ rdieving die 
distressed, feemng the hungry, healing the »ck, 
and giving sight to die Ubd. He was not attend- 
ed with armed bands to defend his person^ but widi 
a few disciples to assist in spreading his doetrines. 
I}e laboured, not to raise himself to weahband pow- 
er, but to promote truth and r^;fateousness- aolong 
opr degenerate race^r He di^kyed his Hgpity^ not 
in revenging injuries, . bat in continual ezerciaea of 
mercy and rargiveness ; and gained subjects, not by 
the force and terrour of the sword, but by the per^ 
auasive influence* of reason and goodnesa. He dos- 
ed llie scene, not by dealing doidi among his eoe* 
mies, but by dying for their salvation. HiaJast 
prayer was, not for vengeance, but for pardon t6 
those who compassed his death. And when he as- 
cended on high, the language of lus lips was in 
blessings of peace, not in imprecations oi wiadi- 

2. Thcextenml(^p€matiano{Cbiiat^sking^ 
b without ostentation. 

His laws are plain and eas3rto be understood^ and 
delivered in language level to common appvthea* 
aion. The motives, by which obedience is urged,r 
are pure and spiritual, taken not fix)m this, but the 
future world. His instituticms are few and ^m^# 
adapted to our condition,, and suited to warm and 
enei^ the heart. 

vVOien the law was given from Sinai, the people 
prayed — Let Moses speak^ and we will hear ^ ml 
m not God speak, lest we die. The pomp and ma* 
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JesQTy 'wkh which the law was proclaimed, . struck 
them with terrour. They dented to receive it in a 
gentle manner. In the gospel dispensation^ God 
nas condescended to the weakness of our nature*. 
In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who 
is indeed the brightness of his glory^ but has veiled 
this glory in human flesh, being made in all things 
like unto us, that he might be a merciful high 
priest And those whom he has appointed to sd- 
mimster the afiirs of his government, are men of 
like passions with ourselves* The Aposde says, 
fFe are amiaaatbrs qf Cbriitj although God did 
6y m beaeech you ; we pray you in ChnsCs fteai, 
oe ye reconciled to Chd. Inr^;aid of themildness 
of the gospd dispensation, compared widi the law^ 
tlie Apostle says to the Hebrews--* YV are not come 
to the mounty which might be touched^ the sensible, 
tim^ble mount^-HiiK/ wluch burned with fire^ nor 
untd blackne$9f and darkness^ and tempest ^ and the 
toundofatrumpety and the voice qf wordf^ which- 
they who heard cotdd not endure ; but ye are come, 
to mount Stony and the city ^ the living Qod^ the. 
general assembfy and church oj the first bom^ to: 
God the Judge of all, and to Jesus the metUator of- 
thenew ccfoenant: tfe have received a kingdom^ 
which cannot be moved Let us therefore have, 
grace J whereby we may serve God acceptably with! 
reverence and godly fear. 

3. Thtvirtuesy wUch the Gospel principally in«. 
ctdcates, are without observation^ distant from 
worldly show, and independent of woildfy: ap- 
plause. : 

The kingdom of God is righteousness^ and peaee^ 
mndjoyin the Holy Ghost. The religion of Christ: 
consists not in those actions, which glare in the 
eyes of the world, and strike the minds of mea. 
with admiration ; sudi as courage in war, con- 
gest over enemies^ acquuing territory and spreads 
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irig dominion ; biit ia sincere piety, HUiribtedetO- 
tion, livery faith, strict sobriety, patiettt ^tf-deni- 
a^ extensive cWity,- and contempt of the tirofld. 
TTicseare modest virtues^ remote froiti ostetttadonu 
i*hey keek not applause from iherir biit only the si- 
lent approbation of (Sod and the heart. 

The kingdom of God iis received vOitit J9^ 
This is ihe great principle of obedience. This 
was the doctrine with which Jesus beg^ii his 
ministry — T/fe kingdom of God is at Hdria / repent 
yH^s and believe the gospeL 

Faith is Hot only a persuasion of me. tfUA, \M 
afeo a submission to thfc authority df the gospel. 
As it supposes a conviction of personal guSt and 
uh worthiness, so it impfiei a jgodly sorrow fbf sin — 
a relianc? on the mercy of God, through the Re- 
d^emer, for p^-don — a desire of his sanctifying 
and assisting grace — ^d a resolution to wai in 
newness of life. It is accompanied iVith a hatred 
o^ sin, a watchfulness against it, and earnest 
breathings dler holiness. These operations of 
feith come not with observation, lixough they 
are J)owerfuIIy feft m the believing soul, they ar& 
n6t seen by others. They become visible oiiy in 
their effects. 

Where the kingdom of God takes place^ mere is 
a great change in the temper and dtspositiofi of the 
mmd.-~Zr any man be in Chrhty he is a new €rea^ 
/fir^ ; and this is a humble creatUre. We^ust 
receive the kingdom of God as little childnp, as 
new bom babes. — Except ye be converted^ jms Ae 
Saviour, and become as Uttle children^ ye mm not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; ^t v>hoso shell 
humbte himself as a little chiHd^ the same is greatest 
in that kir^dom. The gospel, where it comes vnik 
power, mortifies the pride of the heart, hftmUeS 
the soul at the foot of a sovereign God, casts down 
imaginations, und every high thing which exalte 
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itsdf against, the knowledge of God, and brings in- 
to captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ, 

The subjects of this kingdom exercise a temper 
o( seffUeniaL Whosoever will come after tne^ says 
Christ, let him deny himself j and take up his cross, 
and follow me. — This selfdenial principally consists 
ki the denial of ungodliness and worldly lusts. They 
who are under the dominion of sin, make provi- 
sion for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof. They 
contrive the means of gratifying pride, ambition, 
Govetousness, and sensual desires. But when the 
kin|;dom of God takes place in them, they no long- 
er Uve to the lusts of men, but to the will of God* 
They keep under the body to bring it into subjec- 
tion. They abstain from the appearance of evil, 
and especially watch against their own iniquity. 
They maintain a warfare with themselves, and with 
the world; and seek g^ce that they may cleanse 
themselves from all filtmness of the flesh and spirit,^ 
and may perfect holiness in the fear of God. 

The kingdom of Grod in the soul subdues worldly 
affections. As it is not of this world, but from 
heaven, so the subjectai of it seek the things which 
are above, not the things which are on the earth. 
. Worldly affections, reigning ki the soul, are in- 
consistent with the religion of Christ. He. came to 
deliver us from this evil world. Faith in hin^ 
Cfvercomes the world. They who trust in riches 
oannot enter into his kingdom. He has chosen the 
pqor in this world, rich m faith, to be heirs of the 
kingdom which he has promised ; and he has de* 
dared, that only to the poor in spirit the blessings 
of it belong. 

The kingdom of God is a kingdom of peace and 

love. It not only calls men into a state of peace 

with God, but requires them to live in peace with 

•one another* Benevolence, condescension, meek<« 
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nessy forbearance, and inofienaiveness;, are dlafiflh* 
guishing virtues of Christ's disciples. A temper 
of charity is the grand gualification for a subject of 
his kingdonu Tl^s is the end of the ^^ommand- 
tncnt, and the bond of pcrfectness. For this vc 
are c^led into his kingdom ; and then onlv we 
walk worthy of our calling, when we walk m all 
lowliness, longsufiering, and meekness, forbear 
one another in love, and keep the unity of tfie spir. 
it in the bond rf peace. There is nodiing mort 
offensive to the Prince of peace, than -contentions, 
animosities, and tui^nuks among his sutjects. 
There -is no law of his kingdom more foHy express* 
«d, more frequently repeated, and more sofemidly en- 
forced, than that which requii^s us to lave one an- 
other, axul to study the dungs which make for peace. 
We are x^mmanded to mark and avoid tfaem who 
^use divisions and offences. Mutual love and 
condescension, are die marks by which Christ's 
^disciples are to be known among men. 

Charity is a humble, modest virtue. It makes 
DO ostentation. Contentions and disputes are noisy 
and tumultuous. They make uproar and cxmfu- 
sion. But love is still and ^lent. It does good 
without sounding a trumpet. While it scatters 
blessings with oqe hand, the other scarcdy knows 
what is doing. It prays for, ^nd forgives ofeiders 
in secret, and makes no prodamalaon. It bestows 
favours on little ones, on persons of obscure condi- 
tion. Such favours seldom come to piAiick no- 
rice. They fall not under the observation of the 
world. 

4. As the temper of the ^;ospel, 50 ttso the op* 
^rattonof the divine spirit^ m producing this tem- 
per, is without observation. 

A divine influence is necessarv to form the hearts 
ef fallen men to the love of religion. This influ- 
ence b afforded^ wherever the gospel is dispensed^ 
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But tliis is a secret iidiienct : It comes not with 
observation. It is something, which the humga 
e}pe cannot see. They who are the subjects of It, 
^ €:sumot disectly and knoiediateij distinguish it froin 
the rational operations o£ their own minds. They 
know it rather by its holy fruits, than by sense and. 
consciousness. Our Saviour says, It is as the wvnd^ 
which bloiveth where it lUteth^ and we hear the 
90U9id thereby bat cannot tell-whence it cometh^ nor 
%f:hither it gueth. This influence, liiLe the gospeli 
itself, 19 soft, imk}, and gentle. It is not a tem- 
Dest,. an earthquake, or fire f but a small still voice» 
It is a i^irit of power^ but yet a spirit o£ love,, and 
ef a sound mind»- ''Die fruits of it,, like its nature^ 
are kind and b^:ievolent. They ar« lov€, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, meekness, and 
goodness.^ The wisdom of tlie world is attended 
with strife and confusion : But the wisdom from 
above, is pure, and peaceable, gentle,, and easy to^ 
be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits. 

5. The blessings of God^s kingdom are chiefly 
invisible, and without observation. 

The rewards which the gospel promises are not 
earthly and temporal, but heavenly and spiritual.. 
They are not external power, wealdi,.and honour ; 
but inward peace, hope, and joy here,, and ever- 
lasting: felicity hereafter*. In this world, the good' 
Christian is subject to the same outward calamities- 
which attend others.. But he has consolations, 
which spring only from religion, and which a& 
strangcF intermeddles not with.. He rejoices in the 
approving testimony of his conscience ; in hope of. 
Ae glory of God r- and in the hap^ influence of 
his Mictions, which work patience, give him ex- 
perience, enliven his love to God, and confirm his . 
heavenly hope. The Apostle says, tFe are troub^ 
kd on every side, yet not Stressed; perplexed^ 
hut not in despair ;, as sorrotufuly yet always ve^ 
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Joicing ; as potr^ yet making many rich ; as hao^ 
ing nothings yet possessing all things. It is the 
power of religion in the heart, whira enables the 
Christian, in all his trials, thus to triumph in 
Christ Jesus. 

We see in what respects, the kingdom of God 
comes without observation. How happy is the 
state of the sincere Christian ! He has a kingdom 
within him. He may be poor and despised in this 
world. He may suffer a variety of adversi^ and 
distress ; but he is a subject of the King of saints. 
He receives continual supplies and consolations 
from heaven. He has peace of mind, and hope 
toward God. He is an heir of everlasting glory. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for dicirs is tl& Jua^- 
dom of heaveiu 
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SERMON XXin. 

The Kingdom of Qod without Observation'^ 

LUKE, xvil 90, ^u 

And uihen he was demanded of the Phwiseet, When the kingd^ 
of God should fiome ; he answered them and said. The king" 
dom of God comeih noi wUh observaiian : Neither shall ikep 
say, Lo here ; or, lo there; for behold, the kingdom of God 
is within you. 

In what respects the kingdom of God, or 
the gospel dispensation, comes without observa* 
tion, wc have shewn in a preceding discourse. We 
will now attend to the nmections and instructions 
which our subject offers to us. 

1. If the kingdom of God is now among us, we 
are all, without exception, bound to acknowledge 
it, and submit to it. 

As Jesus declared himself to be the Messiah, 
who, according to the prophecies of scripture, was 
to come into die world, the Pharisees demanded 
of him, when his kingdom was to begin. He an* 
sweredthem, that it was begun already. He was 
now working miracles to prove his heavenly mis* 
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sidn. He was iio# |ireaching; the way of salvatm 
for burners. He.tvas now proclaimmg peace Xx> 
theniy aAd stating the terms ofAeir acceptance*. 
The kingdom of Messiah, foretold by the proph-^ 
ets, was now among them. It only remained for 
them to bow down in humble .submissicMi to its 
laws, and secure the happmess which it promised^ 

Wherever God sends his gospel, there he erects 
his kingdom, and calls men to become the subjects 
of it. And it b at dieir peril, tf they reject it. 
When Jesus came, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, he said to me people — Thttme- 
is ftdfiUedy and ^ kingdom ojQodU at hemd: Rc-^ 
pent Wy and believe the gospels 

We are not to suppose, that it is at oor opticHi,. 
whether we will enter into this kingdom, or not. 
We are indispensably bound to receive it. Among 
the various forms of human government, we may 
choose the one which pleases us besL A people 
Inay adopt that constitution, in which thqr can a* 
gree and unite. If particular members of a com- 
muniQr diswprove the constitution, which is cho- 
sen and ratified, they have a natural right lo repai^ 
to some other society, whose government suits them 
better. But the kiiijgdom of God is not to be view* 
ed in this light. It is not a mere form, which men 
may take, or let alone at pleasure, and which de- 
rives its aorthority merely from human consent. It 
is a kingdom of r^hteousness ; and its authority i& 
absolute and universal. 

God is <he siqH-eme Lord of all worlds. He has 
a sovereign right to our obedieiioe. His wisdom, 
has framed Ihe 6rder, his Will has estaUished the 
authority, andbis^j^bodnesshasmadeto us the dis* 
covery of his kingdom ; and it is a kingdom which 
t»nnot be moved. Our rejection of it must be «• 
companied with the highest guilt, and our disobe* 
dieace wiU be fdllowed with the most amazing 
punishment. 
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Some seem to imap^ine^ that if they profess tfaein« 
velvesllie subjects of uiis kingdom, t^ey come under 
higher and stricter obligations than others ^ and that 
there are then duties incumbent on diem, in which 
before they had no concern* Under this delusivQ 
imagination, many, it is probable, decline to maks 
any profession at 2UI, that they may feel themselves 
more at liberty to walk aocoiiding to the course of 
the world. 

But the truth is, the kingdom of God is come 
nigh to us ; it is among us ; and we are all bound 
to process dbedience, and yield it tOQ. We have 
no more right to reject God's kingdom, when it is 
offered, iban we have to wMihok) obncdience when 
we have promised it. A profession is not the 
assumption of arbitrary obligations, but mi acknowl- 
edgement of real ones. A profession of obedience 
is required; andhe whoreiusesity is guilty of tibe 
same contempt of divine authority, as h^e who re- 
fuses obedience after he has profe^d it. 

The gospel dispensation 13 sometimes called e 
€ifi9enemt. TtfoWy becausedie validity of covenants 
between man and man, depends on mutual consent 
and agreement, we are apt kisensibly to fail into this 
conception of the fSaine covenant. But \ft should 
remen^r, that God is a soverdgn ; that we stand 
not <m the ground of equality with him, as we do 
Willi men; that bis'wisdom is perfect, andhisau- 
^rity supreme ; and hU eaoemMi he commands U9. 
Wherever he reveids and [Mx^poses it, the obliga- 
tions of it take place. Whether we consent ornot, 
stlU we come withm its authority. Though our 
consent is necessary to our enjoying the saving ben- 
eftts of it, yet it is not necesssuy to our coming ua« 
der its commanding power. 

Whateverezcuses may be made for the heathens, 
who have never known the go^l, these excuses 
easBot be admitted in our case, because God has 
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placed us in a very different condition from Ihras ^ 
and we canAot put ourselves in thdr condition, if 
we would^ 

The wickedness of those who profess the gos- 
pel, is indeed highly aggravated- But the aggra- 
vation arises from the 4ngoyment^ rather than from 
the profession of the gospel. This is the ^wi- 
^mnatioftjihat iight is come into the worJd, ami they 
have laved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds are evil. Their guilt is aggravated, not in 
comparison with the guilt of those who enjoy the 
gospel, and .yet rdFuse to profess it ; but ratter m 
comparison with the guilt of those, who have nev- 
er known the gospel, nor had an opportunity to pro- 
fessit. 

Our Saviour, alluding to the state erf* the Jew- 
ish nation, who received their kings by an appoint- 
ment from Rome, illustrates the kingdom of God, 
or the gospel dispensation, by a parable of a cer- 
tain nobleman, who went into a far country, to re- 
ceive to himself a kingdom, and to return. This 
nobleman, at his departure, committed to his ser- 
vants the care of his money, with a direction to oc- 
cupy it for him, until he came back. These serv- 
ants hid professed a regard f<^ his person, and an 
attachment to his interest, and with them he trusts 
his riches. But there were some of his citizens 
who hated him, and sent a mesSage after him, say- 
ing, fTe wUl not have this man to reign ever us. 
When he returned, having received the kingdom, 
he first called his servants to a reckoning, among 
whom was found one who had n^kcted to improve 
his Lord's money. This negligent servant fdl un- 
der his severe displeasure, lie said to them who 
stood by. Take from him the pounds for from him 
who hath not, or improveth not what is commitCed 
to him, sluiU be taken away even that which he 
haihk But, What becam^e of those, who would 
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nat that he should reign over them ? — Were they 
excused? or, Was their punishment alleviated, be- 
cause they had never professed themselves his ser* 
vants ? Wo : After sentence on the unfaithful ser- 
vant) the king says — But those mine enemies^ who 
Vfotiidnot that t should reign over them^ bring hith* 
#r, and slat/ them before me. 

In the parable of the wedding feast, there were 
-some who made light of the king's invitation, and 
injuriously treated the messengers who brought it. 
Among those who accepted the invitation, there 
^as one found without a wedding garment. This.* 
tmworthy guest was bound, and cast into outer 
darkness ; and against those who rejected the invi-^ 
tation, and abused his servants, the king sent fortlt 
his armies, and destroyed them, and burnt up their 
city. 

You see then the indispensable obligation of all, 
to whom the gospel comes, to profess their belief 
(^, and subjection to it. Do you decline to malce 
a relijs^ious profession, from an apprehension, that 
after this, the guilt of your sins will be aggravated? 
Know, that whether you make a profession or not, 
the ^uilt of your sins is already aggravated, from 
the advantages under which the gospel has placed 
you. They who know their Lord^s willy and do it noty 
thall be beaten with many stripes. It is vain to think 
of securing yourselves, by pleadii^ that you are not 
of the number of professors ; for God has not left 
it to your choice, whether you will be of that num- 
ber, any more th^n he has left it to your choice 
whether you will love and fear him. You have no 
more right to live at large, and unconnected with 
the Cliristian church, than you have to be unjust, 
profane, or intemperate. No caution of this kind 
can avail to alleviate your guilt. Yea, the very 
pretence confutes itself; for, wliile you deliberate 
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how to sin wiA safety, yoa discover a heart Mtift 
you to do evil. 

2. We learn, that it concerns every t»e, noted- 
ly to submit to God's kingdom, but to sabnift to it 
immediate^. There is no occasion for ddagr. 

Imagine not that the kingdom of God comes 
with such observation, that there ai« oriy particolaf 
times when you may emer into it. It is come nigh 
to you. Its laws are now stated, and its blessifigs 
^cposed ; and you may submit to these laws, and 
secure these blessings now, as well as faeteaAer. 
You are not to wait tat a more fevcJiirable opporta- 
nity^ but to embrace the present. The Apostle 
says, fP€ have received a kingdom^ whu^ cswtoi 
he moved. It is a steady, as weH as a ]^erpetiid 
kmgdom. Its laws are always thcsame, its bless- 
ings are continually offered, its grace b ever firec. 
Let us havegrace^ that we may serve God aaeepta- 
ify, Tx^ith reverence imd godly fiar. 

You are not to suppose, that God grwte h» ^ir« 
It only 2A certain seasons ; that then it comes as a 
violei^ shower, with such observaticm, a^iSsCki- 
guishesthis from all od)er seasons ; and that tihese 
are the only seasons dF salvation. — ^He streftfilies out 
his hand, all the day long, even to th e djs obe^aiC 
and gainsaying. His spirit stiives widi sinnifs, 
while his longsuffering waits. The stjffiieoked and 
perverse, always resist the Holy Ghost. He mw 
commands all to repent, and invites all to recdve 
4he blessings of his grace. We arc to hear his 
voice, while it is called today. Now is the day (^ 
tsalvatkmj and the time of- acceptance^ We are not 
to delay, under an apprehen^n that God will be 
more gracious, the operations of the spirit more 
powerml, or our hearts better <!feiposed, at anoth^ 
"dme, than this. We are to improve this time, ihi^ 
•day, astheonly season, which is ours; remember- 
ing, that God waits to be gracious, aiid exalts bioir 
jSjeU* that he may liave mercy. 
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V & We are hero taught, that we have IK) occasioi^ 
to run fro» place to {dace, m order to find the grace 
of Grod^ text we may d)tain it in my place>. where 
his Frovidenee calls. U3»* 

We are not to imagtoe^ that the spirit of God ir 
pemredout m anch, or such a place, andno where 
dse I and that, ia order to obtain a porticxi of the 
q>irit, we must go to such a place, hear such a 
^^eadier, or join wiUi such an assemsbly. The 
kiogdom^of God comes not witli observation ; nei« 
tfaer shaA men have occasion ta say, Lo^ it is here r 
#r, hj it is there ^ For the spirit is not confined to« 
certain places v its infiuox^es are not at human dis* 
posal,^ nor do its c^ierations come with publick ob« 
servation^ The gospel is a ministration of the spir^ 
k. Where God sends the former, he sends also^ 
the latter. You are to receive the spirit in thr 
hearing of faith. Its tofluence on the heart is not. 
Uke an overbearing storm, but as the gentle rain on- 
Ihe tender herfof and the diew on the g^ass.^ 

We are to attend on the ordinances which God- 
Itas appointed,, in the place which his providence 
pomls out, hoping^ for a Ue^sing in the way which 
ms wisdom has fv escribed* Here we are to lift up 
holy hands, not doubting of his readiness^ to give 
^s spirit to them who ask him, ia this place, aa^ 
well as another. If they say, See here^ or, see- 
fhere ; go not afier them^ nor foUow them^ for the 
iangdom of Gbd is among yotu God grants his- 
grace in his own way ;. and when in his^ way we 
aedc, we may be sure to find* 

4. We learn from our subject, that true religioik 
& not ostentatious.. It seeks not observation. 

The true Christian is exemplary, but not vaku. 
He is careful to maintain good: wocks,. but affecta^ 
not an unnecessary show of them*. He does noth- 
ing ihrou^ vain glQry> but thinks and acts with 
lowliness of mind» He will not put himself jEoi^ 
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ward, or take upon him to censure and dictate. 
Conscious of his numerous imperfections, he hopes 
humbly, reproves gently, hears reproof patiently, 
judges charitably, and shews out of a good conver- 
sation his works with meekness of wisidom. 

Real religion begins in selfabasement, in a con- 
miction of sin, sense of unworthiness, and reliance 
on free mercy. ITie same humble temper, in 
which it begins, accompanies its future works* 
The Christian, after his highest improvements, 
remembers what he was once, a guilty creature, 
exposed to wrath. He considers, that from this 
deplorable condition he was recovered by the sove- 
reign grace of God. He reckons not himself to 
have already attained, or to be already made per- 
fect ; but he presses toward the mark for the pri;5e 
of the high calling. He glories not in his attain- 
ments, but laments his deficiencies. When he 
compares himself with other Christians, he is in- 
clined to hope them better than himself. His Ian? 
Iguage is not — God, I thank thee^ that lam not as 
ether men ; but, God be merciful to me a sinner. 
In the performance of duty he seeks not the obser- 
vation of men, but the approbation of God. If he 
perceives a regard to human applause creeping in, 
and mingling itself with spiritual duties, he abhors 
himself, laments the remaining corruption of his 
heart, prays for grace to cleanse him from it, and 
keeps his soul with greater diligence. If he see^ 
reason to rejoice in a consciousness of his integrity, 
he acknowledges with the apostle, By the grace oj 
Godj I am what I am. 

5. It appears, that they only are the true subjects 
of God's kingdom, who have experienced its pow- 
er on their hearts. 

A religion, that is merely external, will carry 
none to the world of glory. Let us then in<}uire» 
ivhat influence tlie gospel has within us» 
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We profess to believe its divinity and importance. 
Have we felt its transforming power ? Are we 
governed by its doctrines, and conformed to its pre- 
cepts ? Have we received the kingdom of God as 
little children, with a meek> humble, teachable, 
and obedient spirit ? Have we been taught by the 
grace of God to deny ourselves ? Are our wills 
subjected to God's authority, and our affections 
raised to heaveriy objects ? If we are strangers to 
this internal operation of the gospel, then it has on* 
ly come near to us ; but we have not received it.— 
How great is our guilt ? 

To us the word of salvation is sent ; and it will 
not return empty. It will not leave us, as it found 
us. It will have some mighty effect. If it is not a 
savour of life unto life, it will be a savour of death 
unto death. If we treat with contempt the gospel 
of the grace of God, our condemnation will be 
more dreadful than if we never had known it. We 
are then in a most solemn situation ; guilty and 
worthy of death, under the offer of pardon, on trial 
whether we will accept it. The issue of our pro- 
bation will be an exceeding and eternal weight of 
^ory, or everlasting misery, aggravated beyond 
conception by a contempt of offered salvation. Be- 
hold ye despisers, and wonder, and perish, — God 
will perform a work, which you will not believe, 
though one declare it to you. 

6. As the kingdom of God comes not to the 
heart with observation, we are incompetent judges 
of the characters of others. 

It is a great tiling to know our own hearts; 
impossible for us to know the hearts of others, 
God only knows the hearts of all the children of 
men. Therefore judge nothing before the time, 
till the Lord come, who will bring to light the hid- 
den things of darkness, and maJce manifest the 
GQunsels of the heart. And happy they, who thea 
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dudlhave pnme of GocL In&e mean time, fet 
UB not jud^ and condemn one another ; but judge 
this tather, that no man put a stumfafinr hkodky or 
occasion to fidl, in his brodier's wajr.. Wfajr should 
wejudge and set at nought our broduer? We must 
aU stand before the judgment seat , of Cluri$t» Since 
we cannot look into the hearts of eor brethien, we 
must hq>e all things, and leave the deciaioa af 
Cfaeir state to him, wnose judgment is acconSng to 
troth* We are not to exclude men tram our char- 
i^ and fellowship on mere su^idon, or for wait 
of the highest evidence of sincerity ; bttt whoever 
professes subjection to the kingdom of Christ, and 
contradicts not that profession by an ungodly life, 
him we must receive as a fellow citizen ynh dte 
teaints, and of the household of God.^ Lrt us 
therefore be likeminded one toward anodier, a&* 
cording to Christ Jesus ; and receive one another 
ssChnst also received us, to the glory of GodL 
Let us comfort and encourage one another, as feU 
tow workers to the kingdom of God, unite our 
influence to increase the number of his subjects, 
and to enhffge the extent of his kingdom on earth, 
and, in all things walk worthy-of him, who has cidi^ 
ed us to his kingdom and glory. 



Digitized 



by Google 




«#^/^iAAA^^^^..{^^Ar(/^sA^^r^J« 



Bmunterahh g^me u the OrtM^ md rmrf Mm 
^tamng (ffter thtnu 



jr^A/^-S^LrJK^ 



iOB. txt «g. 



JmI €9af iMii iJMf dMm 4^ MMt ^itwrt crt 

A H£ ittaki purpotft of Jd>'9 discourte i^ 
the preceding verses^ and indeed dirough a great 
pwt of this bodsy is to shew, Aot no judgmeaff 
eat be formed dT mox's diaractera by tke pitaeaft 
di^pertsadons of Pravidence toward tllem ; fcr 
mod men often meet whh great cakm^&Bs ifl 
die eonrse of their life ; and some are early cut off 
by the hand g[ viokiiKse; and wicked men> cmtiia 
other hand, aa ohm pn»per ia tfaeir W^iildly 4^ 
signs, live to old age> and go down to the graii» 
by a natural death ^ and coascquently we must 
look for uiother scatev m idiieb an ecjtfitaUe disk 
tribiition of rewards and punisfaments wMy take 
pllace* 

He partjcalarly obaerr^s eonceming deaths 
whdch is tfie greatest of woddl^ erila^ and the xiosi 
dreaded by Wit sons of mea« that k ia appointed^ 
not »i a pvoasiuaeai micftfy for afM distiagoibhed 
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oSendersy but as the comn\on lot of all ; and there- 
fore from the time, manner, and circumstanceis of 
a man'fi death, we can conclude nothing concern- 
ing his character. 

When we see one, by any means, or at any j^e, 
brought to the grave, we may properly make flic 
same reflection which Job makes in our text — Eve-- 
ry man shall draw after him^ as there have been in* 
fiumerable bejbre him. 

Such an event, however common, is very sol- 
emn. It admonishes us of the mortal condition of 
the human race, and of our own mortality in par- 
ticular. 

Job observes, that innumerablehsLVQ already been 
brought to the grave. This was true in his day : 
It is more emphatically true now. 

The numbers which have mingled with the dust, 
^nce man was first placed on the earth, exceed all 
computation. The human race has existed almost 
six thousand years. Before the flood the succession 
was less rapid, and probably the world less popu- 
lous, than it is now. Procreation seems to have 
begun later in some proportion to the greater len&;th 
of life. In the antediluvian genealogy no mention 
is made of a parent younger than sixty five years. 
But still, as the longevity of men, in that period, 
gave time for numerous families to spring fixmi 
each progenitor, we must suppose, that the num. 
bers, wMch were bom and died, in the space of 
sixteen hundred years, were vastly great. 

For a few generations after the flood, human 
life was still prolonged to a considerable extent. 
But it is now more than three thousand years, since 
it has been reduced to its present scanty measure. 
The earth is supposed to change its inhabitants, at 
a medium, three times in a century. The change, 
in this part of tlie world, is not so rapid ; but ap- 
lulled to the world in general, perhaps the estimate 
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ik Tidtfet' frotti the thith. The ntirtiber of pfeopte 
on thfc globe, at ailjr one time, cannot pbssmy be 
asfcert^ined to ahy degfree of exactness. But it 
must do\ibt!ess amoilHt to tainf hundreds of milU 
fon^. Some have reckoned about nine hundred 
millions. Pl-obdbly this cdculation does not ex- 
cefed the truth, ^ow suppose so many souls pass* 
ing olf this stage, and as many corhinff on, thrice 
in the space of one hundred years, mndi wiH be 
nearly eij^hty thousand iti a day ; and suppose this 
to have been the rate of succession for several thou- 
sand years past, and you will fcasily conceive A6 
profiriety of the expression — innumerable have 
gonebeJbreM. The numbers, wWch have already* 
Bvtd and ffied, utterly surpass our comprchen- 
lioti. 

The fete of past generations will be the fate of 
thepreseilt, and the ftiture. When we see a mart 
go dd<(rn to the gfave, this is a natural thought — 
Evervman will draw after him. Had we no oth- 
ef evfdertce of our m6rtaiity, but what arises ffon^ 
the multitudes which have died before us, thii 
Wotfld be sufficient to put it beyond a doubt. 

Oat krioWedge of future events, in tlie natundl 
#Oirld, ehiefly depends on observation and experi- 
ence. TTiat wMck has Uniformly been the cours6 
fef things, in former time, we expect will be theii; 
toilrseih time to cbtrie. That the sun will risfc 
5igain, after it has set, that ?ummer will succeed t6 
ivrntei-, that harvest wilf foHOw seed time, that flrfe 
itrfll wai^m us, and om- food wifl strengthen us, tvc 
conelude tVilh ^ sufficient degree of certainty, bfe;. 
Cause thfe has ever been the steady course of nsim 
ture. And experience gives us the same evidencCj^ 
fliat we must go down to the grave, for innnmfera- 
Me haVe gone before us. For many thousand 
years ftiere has not been an instance of a man^s liV-. 
mg to any considerable length of time, in flife 
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world. When we look around, we find but heie 
and there one, but who was bom widim seventy or 
eighty years ; and 'much the greater p^ within 
half that time. To expect immortality here, 
would be as absurd, and as contradictory to all hu- 
man experience, as to expect perpetual summer, 
pr unchanging sunshine. And to conduct as if we 
were never to die is as irrational, ad it would be 
to order our affairs in summer, on the presumption 
that there is never to be another winter. 

Though no man needs evidence to convince 
him, yet every man needs warnings to remind him, 
of his mortality. Providence, therefore, so orders 
events as to give us continual admonitions of this 
serious and most mtercsting change. Every death 
which we see, though it can hardly be called a 
proof of what is already as evident as possible, yet 
IS a fresh call from God to the sons of men, to 
tliink oif and prepare for, their own approaching 
deadi. ' . 

Admonitions of this kind are of all the most sol- 
emn and impressive, because they not oxAytetiuUy 
but shew us, that we must die. And that Aey may- 
be suited to persons of every age and con&tion, 
may come with greater power, may strike the mind 
with some solemnity, and may not lose their ef- 
fect by growing too familiar, God is pleased to send 
men to the grave by different means, in a varietj 
of ways, in every period of life, and under the 
greatest imaginable diversity of circumstances. 
In almost every death, there is something new and 
affecting. Job observes in the preceding verses ; 
One dieth in his full strength^ being wholly at ease 
and quiet, his breasts are full of milky and hit 
iones nioistened xvith marrow: Another dieth in the 
bitterness of his soul^ and never eateth with pleas^ 
nre. They shall lie down alike in the dust, mdtht 
worms shaMiwer them. 
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^o dwell on the proof of so obvfous a truth^ 
"would be a mispense of time. More useful will it 
be to entertain and apply the instructions andrefledi- 
tions, which it suggests to us. 

1. In the mortality of the human race, we have 
a clear demonstration of a future state. 

The frame of our bodies, and the powers of 
bur minds, speak forth the wisdom of the Cre- 
ator ; for we are fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Perfect wisdom has some worthy end 
in all that it does, some good design in every thing 
which it makes. But for what purpose could 
man be made, if death terminates his existence ? 
Here is a numerous race of creatures^ which, iii 
the present state, answer no end equal to the digni^ 
ty, or suitable to the capacity of their nature^ 
They have reason^ memory, forethought, and re:^ 
flection. They can look within and* around, can 
contemplate the earth, and the heavens, can con- 
ceive immortal desires, and form eternal designs* 
They have fears of future evil, and hopes of fu- 
ture good. They can discern between right antl 
tvrong, approve the one and condemn the othci^. 
By study and application, they can improve theii: 
knowledge," enlarge their powers,, and extend their 
prospects. But to what purpose is ^all this, if 
they have no existence beyond this poor, mortal 
state ? — Are their desires and hopes, their fears 
and apprehensions, merely imaginary? Are they 
made with a sense of good and evil, and witii the 
powers of reflection and forethought, only to vex 
and torment them ? — Are they to be struck out of 
existence almost as soon as they come into it, with- 
out opportunity for their minds to open, spread, 
and reach their just perfection ? — Can it be suspect- 
ed, that an allwise Creator would make a race of 
intelligent, moral beings, to come on this stage, 
QXid pass off again by millions, in such rapid sue- 
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cession^ for ages and ages together, whenthefeis 
jio rational or moral purpose to be answered ?-rr' 
Would he give an intelleptual existence to crea- 
tures merely far an stnimal and momentary life ; 
merely to snort for a d^y, like those swamps of in- 
sects, which play in a summer's sun, ^nd then v^- 
i^ into eternal non-exi^nce? This is asypposi- 
tion so contradictory to our^ ideas of creating yn^ 
fiom, that we at once reject it. Let us Aen afccus- 
torn ourselves to regard and improve t^s sb^te as 
preparatory to another. Let every death, which \ye 
behold, remind us of a future world, and awalifcn 
lis to make effectual provision for th^ iii^portaAt 
hour, when wp must ta[ke our departure h^ce fcr 
sai everlasting state. 

2. What an evU and bitter thing is sin, ^v^c^ 
hB» brought into the world innumerab](e deaths ! 

Revelation teaches us, th^t by onemmi sin entcr^ 
^ into the worldy and death by sm^ and so dcqtf^ 
passes upon aU men^ for that aUnave sinned. 

Man was originally made fcH* immortality, ^nd 
though we caimot suppose, that, in case of inno- 
cence, he would always have lived in this world, in 
a state of continual increase, because then the 
earth must, in time, have been surcharged with ir^ 
habitants ; yet his remove frptn this tp a tuore per- 
fect state, would certainly have been in a mannp* 
very different &om death ; perhaps by ^uch an easy 
translation as that of Enoch and Ehjalv It was by sip, 
that death made its gloomy entrance into the world, 
and gained its dreadful dominign over the human 
race. And tlie sin, by which it entered, was tie 
first offence of the first human pair. It is not each 
man's personal transgression Uiat subjects him to 
death ; for death is common to all, to good and 
bad, to young and old, to them wlio have sinned, 
and to them who have not sinned by actual disobe- 
dience. Every man must go down to the grave. 
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'!;vluth^ Wimmf rahle have gone jjrea^y, It i$ tl^eni 
only one siingle sin, wliich has made thi^ awful ti^Yt 
^cfc:, — ]py one qjfencej death reigns. — J?y one of: 
JencCj jmgmeni'is come on oilmen. One transgres- 
sion jtws sited the wor\5, with deaths, Jn ages past ; 
nor is its baleful influence spent. 

Shall we then> like fooisi, pi?Jj:e a mock of sin ? — 
Shall we think it a light md trifling matter to ofr 
fend the ^estf apd hply Ood^ to transgress his Iaws> 
jmd run m the fece of his warnings and threaten- 
in^?— .Shall we dareany longer tocontinue under tli^ 
guut pfiill our personal sins ? Think what innumer- 
able deaths oi\e sin has produced, wd then say, 
vhether it be s^fe to live any longer exposed U> the 
puftishifient, which our innumera,We sins d^s^nre; 

How iipd^tely it concerns, every son of Ada,n[i 
now to'take the beneftt of the glpnous rejdemptio^i 
|>vu*chas^d by the deadx of a Saviour ! 

Thp Sou cf God has come down to our worI(3t 

ai;id taken our natwe, that lie might suffer death for 

our redemption. It was not the intention of hi^ 

death to exempt us from ^pn^ i die we must still ; 

^ but to deliver us from the a,wful cons^(]|uences of 

death — ^from etcrnali death. Let the consideratiop- 

qf the grea,t evil of six^ n^a^ifested in the universivl 

Immortality of the human race, excite us ipojnei^^te- 

tty to, fly from sin. by repentance, and to the Saviouir 

by &ith, that we m^ obtain a discharge from our 

guikft and a title to the^t glorious resuirection and 

happy immortalhy, by wmcli death is swaBowed up 

in victory* 

If a siqgle stn deservea such numberless deaths, 
bpw ama,supg must be the desert of all our sih$, 
and) How ain^zingly will this desert be increa^ed^ if 
to all oiir oUier sins we add this, the greatest of aO 
ains^ an obstmate and contenjiptuous rejection of tlie 
Saviour ! His de^th is an atonement for other sms ; 
But what other atonement will you find for thp 
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sin of finally refusing this ? If we sin wilfully after 
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remsuneth no more sacrifice for sin % but a fearful 
looking for of judgment 

3. Our subject may give us some feint ideas of 
the grandeur of the final judgment. 

The scripture assures us, that, as there will be a 
righteous judgment, so it will be universal^ extend- 
ing to all, to quick and dead, to bond and free, to 
great and small. That earth and sea will give up 
their dead, that all who are in their graves shall 
come forth, and those who are alive, and remain, 
will be collected with them before the throne of 
the Son of God, who will render to every one ac- 
cording to the deeds done in the body. On that 
great day, what an amazing multitude will be as- 
sembled ! Not merely the people of a particular 
country, not only the numerous millions, which 
now swarm on the globe, not only the countless 
myriads, which have peopled it for nearly six thou- 
sand years past ; but all who shall be called on this 
stage, in the unknown succession of future genera- 
tions, till time shall be no more. These^ alt these 
shall be collected in one grand assembly, to attend 
their final trial, hear their righteous sentence, and 
receive their eternal destination. Yea, not only the 
human race, but those legions of evil spirits, which 
left their first habitation, and are now reserved in 
chains, under darkness, to the judgment of the 
great day, will then be brought forth, and adjudg- 
ed to the full measure of their torments. And to 
add to the majesty and solemnity of the scene, thou- 
sands of thoysands, ten thousand times ten thousand, 
an innumerable company of angels, will give their 
attendance, and wait around the fiery throne, as 
ministering spirits, to testify their approbation of 
the equity of the process, and carry into execu- 
tion the orders of the Judge. 
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The contemplation of this great and awful judg- 
ment, at which we must assuredly make our appear* 
ance, and in which we shall have an infinite concern, 
may justly fill us with amazement, awaken our. 
most solemn attention, and make us careful what 
manner of persons we are. 

Beware of hypocrisy ; for there is nothmg cov- 
ered, which shall not be revealed. Be afraid of se-. 
cret sins, for these will be brought into judgment. 
The hidden things of darkness will be exposed in 
the light, and' the counsels of all hearts made man- 
ifest before the assembled world. 

4. How vain and trifling are our earthly interests 
and possessions ! 

We are only pilgrims, passengers^ transient, fu- 
gitive mortals. The generations of men are pass- 
ing in quick succession, and there is no abiding. 
What have we in this world, that can be worth the 
name of property ? — What folly to be anxious a- 
bout our worldly condition ; or to take much thought 
what we have, or what we want, what we get, or 
what we lose ? 

How many millions have lived in this world, each 
of whom had something which he called his own ! 
What struggles and contests have there been about 
this tract of territory, and that spot of ground, this 
lump of ore, and that glitt^ing stone ! The same 
worldly and contentious spirit remains. We have 
our respective claims, right or wrong. One boasts 
of his superiority ; another complains of his want : 
One despises a poor neighbour ; another envies a 
rich one : One sacrifices ease and conscience to gam 
more wealth ; another, to gratify vanity and lust, 
spends what his father gained. 

How busy are mankind ; and yet how trifling 
their designs and pursuits ! But soon death breaks 
all their purposes, and frustrates the thoughts of 
Ibeir heart. In a few days, we who now live, shdl 
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Have is little concern with the wori6, as tflose i^o 
lived before the ftood. What one calls Afe, and a- 
ilother calls A«, soon will belong nehhertb the (mc nor 
tiie other, but to some successor, as tnortal aihitti- 
self, who miist igain leave it to the itian who comes 
after him ; and he still is tnortal. Thtls it pd^ses 
from mortal to mortal, till it shdll be lost m ilie 
\vteck of nature. 

Learn then to moderate your worldfy aftictidiis. 
Be paUent in Want, beneficent in fuhiess, content- 
ed whether in fblness or Want. Place your affectiofis 
on things above, and lay up durable Hches in the 
heavenly world, where, on your ^rrival, ydu trtll 
find them secure, and ready for enjoyment, 

5. Oiir subject teaches us, what reason we have 
to pity, console and succour the afflicted. 

A world of mortality must be a world of sorrow* 
Here is not only pain and distress of body ; buf, 
that which is often more gainful and distressing, the 
loss of most pleasant and intimate friends^ on whoit^ 
the bigger half of life's joys depended. When a 
mortal in the midst of his expected days, is torn 
from his near connexions, how many hea^ bleed 
with the wound. There you wiH see a solitary 
companion, and here isappoirited parents; help- 
less offspring on one hand, and weeping brethren 
on the other. The fall of such a man, like the feH 
of an uprooted tree, spreads wide tuin around, aittd 
rifles the bloonii of all who are near. 

When we see, what we often see, numbers dis- 
t!ressed by the death of one, let us rdlect, that Aeit 
distress may soon be ours. The man, who died 
fest, was not the only one who was mortal. Every 
man must draw after him, as there are innumerable 
before him. We have not a friend on eaith, who 
is not as mortal as he was, not a ftiend on: earSr, 
but niay soon leave us in sorrow and anguish. Let 
Us then brijig home to our hearts the sorrpw of our 
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ri^igbbit)^rs, take a sensible share in i^ and remember 
tbo^ who ^re in bonds, ^s ^^und yrith t^en^ ; and 
those who suffer adversity, as being ourselves also 
|ntiiebody, 

g. V(c ^re taujgjh^ the ^a^ng^r wh^ch attends too 
strong a reliance on e^rth\y friends, 

EJ^ry vf^n ^l^st go down to the grave, C^as^ 
then from iti^p, whose breath is in his nos^trils; 
for \Yhprein'is.he to be accomited of. Trust in 
the Juord fqreycr, for with hin^ i^ ever^tipg 
strengdu 

The loss of friends, is a calj from heaven to raise 
our thpught^i. ^d alTections there« When our 
earthly dependence sinks under us, we must lean 
more fully on the power and wisdom, the v^espcv 
and, f^^ulness of God* In him we mu^t s^ek 
our cj^jnlort in every adver^iity. The world, which 
is ifself so fuU of tro.uble, cannot be a source of 
9pmfoi$ in ti^ouble* Our cpmfort v(t must seek in 
ajfiQthj^r i^ace j pu^ refreshments we ^lust drayr 
jfroirii sffibthff fountain. A s^tded persuasion, that 
a Qod oJF iftfii^ite. wisdpni, power and goodness^ 
governs the world ; that he orders all events, and 
extends his care to £^^ creatures ; that we are inter- 
ested in his favour ; and, all things, under his di- 
rection, will work for our good ; that heavenly 
joys will soon recompence all our earthly sorrows ; 
this is the only sure principle of comfort, hope and 
courage, in our worldly afflictions. 

Let us then be quickened to a life of undissem- 
bled religion, which is necessary to our comforta« 
ble passage through this world, and our happy en- 
trance into a better. 

Religion exempts no man from affliction, or fronx 
death ; but it does more ; it gives him substantial 
comfort in affliction, and sure preparation for death,^ 
and thus turns both to his advantage. 
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Since religion is so supremely necessary, life «o 
precarious, suid death so 'Surely approaching, let 
us cdl off our thoughts Irom this worlds and di« 
rect them to our future and everlasting concerns. 
This is the dictate of reason^ of scripture, and of 
providence. Let us realize human frailty, pity 
those in adversity, and stand prepared for sinrilar 
trials. Let not the prosperous natter themadves^ 
that &ey never shall be moved, nor the young and 
vigorous imagine, that their mountains stand strong. 
The day is hastening, when the strong must bow 
themselves. Health, strength, youth, and vigour, 
when death approaches, can make no resistance. 
Virtue, usefulness, helpless dependents, and weep- 
ing, praying friends, cannot procure an exemp- 
lion from the grave. 

"Whatever your hands find to do, do it with your 
anight ; there is no work in the grave, whither yc 
are going. Let your repentance be speedy, that 
death may not prevent it ; let your hope be well 
founded, that death may not disappoint it i and let 
it be. improved, and confirmed by the constant 
exercise of piety, that your departure may be 
comfortable, your entrance into heaven abuiKlant, 
and your reward rich and glorious. 
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SERMON XXV. 

Refleetkms am Harve§t^ 

JZRCIIIAH, ▼. %^ 

JfekktT say ihiy in their heart. Let »$ new ftor^tht Lord our 
God, that giveih raUf both the forwMr aiuf the latter rain in> 
his eeaton : Be reservetkjtmto ni the agpainted weeis qf the 
katttu^ 

JnLMONG the many instances of the great 
corruption and degeneracy of the Jews, enumerat- 
ed in this chapter, one of the plainest, is their in- 
attention to, and disregard of, Ae constant govern- 
ment of God's providence, when Acre were the 
most obvious and familiar proofs of it daily before- 
their eyes; They paid their devotions to inanimate 
idols and imaginary divinities, and renounced the 
worship and service of that almighty and most glo- 
rious Being, whose hand created,, and still sus- 
tains, the whole frame of nature, and whose good- 
ness supplies the wants of every living creature. 

" Hear this, O foolish people," says God by his 
prophet, **^a people without understanding, who 
have eyes, and see not ; who have ears, and hear 
uot; — Fear ye not me? — Will ye nottrembk at 
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my pMsence, who hare pkced the sand for &e 
bound of the sea, by ^ per^uid di^cfee, tfnit it 
cannot pass it ; and though the i^ves theirebf toss 
themselves, yet can they not prev^ ; luid though 
they roar, yet can they not pass over it ?" 

The restraint of the ocean, that tumultuous 
body of waters, which the Jews, living near the 
Mediterranean, had frequent oppotttmities to ob- 
serve, is often mentioned in scripture; as an efiect 
of God's watchful [M-ovidenoe, and sm evidence of 
his mighty power. This is selected from among^ 
the numerous proofs of God's government, not 
because it is niorcf ifiimediately liis work, but be- 
cause the grandeur and majesty of the scene strikes 
the mind with a deeper and more awful sense of 
his continual superintending influence, than most 
other appearances in the natural world. 

The direction of the seasons, the interchanges 
of rain and sunshine, and the timely returns of 
harvest, are, if not so gtand, yet bs plain and ecm^ 
yinciiig proofs 6f God'^ prdvidence, as the cohtrcd 
of the ocean. To this God appeals in th^ text^ add 
complains, that while his people partook of bis boun* 
tjr, they regarded not his hand« ^^ But tins people 
hath a revolting and a rebellious iieart : They are 
revolted and gone; neither say Uiey in their heart. 
Let us now fear the Lord, who giveth us rain, the 
former and latter raki in his season, and reservetb 
to us the appointed weeks of the harvest." 

There is^ frequent naention of the former ^ and 
the laUer rain* i he one came on just a^r seed 
time \ the other, not long befote harvest, and is 
' called, ** the latter rain of the first month," or 
the month in which harvest beganw The fruitfid- 
ness of^the season depended much on these rams, 
which seem to harve been periodical in that coun* 
try. If either of them failed the harvest was 
small 
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The message contained in this chapter, was 
probably delivered to the people about the time ol" 
harvest In some preceduig years, the crops had 
been cut short by unfavourable weather, as well as 
by the incursions of enemies. It is said, in the 
third and fourth chapters, that for the wickedness 
of thepeopje^ "the showers had been withheld, ^ 
and there had been no latter rain, all the birds of 
heaven were fledj. and tiie fruitful field was become 
a wUdemess* " The failure of the harvests, in sea- 
sons past^ had given them anxb^s apprehensions 
fw the next Btit having, J^yond all expectation, 
received tinieiy rains, they beheld their fields cov- 
ered with com, and their pastures clothed with; 
flocks. And yet they remained as r^gfirdless of 
the divine government as before : Neither, said 
they, let us ildw fear the Lord^ who gives us rain 
in season, and bestows upon us the rich, but un- 
expected blessings of harvest. 

There ar^ two observati(xis suggested to us in* 
our text. 

h That the regular return of harvest is a demon- 
stration of theexistence and providence of God* 

iL That the time pf harvest naturally calls us to 
pious ineditations and reflections. 

i. The regular return of harvest is an obvious 
proof of the existence and providence of God. 

The Jews, who, with this evidtence before their 
eyes, feared not God, area4iied ^^ a foolish people, > 
and without understamdiflg. 

The. fruits of the earth, so necessary to the sup- 
port of animal lifb, depend on causes beyond the 
reach of human power. Our labour in the cukiire 
of die sofi, is useless atid vain without k friendly! 
disposition of tiie seasons. But in the directifoQ of 
the seasons, we can have no more influence than iiv 
the creation of Worlds. There is nothing within, 
the sphere of human agency, that in the least con- 
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tributes to hasten or restrain the showers of heaven,^ 
to increase or moderate the heat of the sun, to con- 
tinue or change the course of the winds. Th& 
whole management of the natural world is in hands 
supcriour to ours, in the hands of an invisible, al- 
mighty Being. The invisible things of God, are 
not more clearly seen from the creation of the world, 
than from the productions of nature. Had we been 
present, when God laid the foundation of the earth, 
we could not have had more convincing evidence, 
than what we now have in the stated returns of seed 
time and harvest, that there is a Being who fills, 
sustains, and rules the universe, who is above all^ 
through all, and in us all. 

The prophet remarks, that God reserves to us 
the appointed weeks of harvest 

That we may order our affairs with discretion, 
the world is governed by .general, established laws. 
If the seasons should be thrown into confusion, or- 
tiieir regular succession frequently interrupted, there 
would be an end of human prudence and activity r 
We could never judge how to plan and pursue our 
business ; when to sow our seed, or look for a har^ 
v^st; and what provision to make, hi one season, 
for our support till the return of the next. But as. 
the system of God's government is uniform and 
steady, or subject only to small and occasional va- 
riations, we are able to form and prosecute our ue« 
cessary designs with success. 

We see that tlie seasons are ordered with wisdon^ 
superiour to ours. If we had power to influence 
them, yet we have not skill to guide them. Ex- 
perience convinces us, how erroneously we have 
judged : But all our experience has not enabled us 
to judge perfectly for the future. A plentiful har- 
vest often follows seasons, which to us appeared 
unfavourable ; and the fruits of the earth as often 
are cut short after promising prospects. There arc 
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many things in the natural world, so entirely out of 
our sight, that it is impossible for us to determine 
the manner in which it is best the seasons should be 
ordered. The weather, ni^iich we think unkind, 
may be necessary to the removal or prevention of 
^vils, unknown to us, which might be fatal to the 
fruits of the earth : — That which is unfriendly to 
particular soils, may be adapted to general fertility : 
That which produces a scanty harvest, in one sea- 
son, may conduce to the fruitfulness of succeeding 
years. 

Harvest, in its appointed weeks, teacher us the 
goodness of God. ^ 

^* He has not left himself without witness, ia 
that he does good, ^ves us rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons, ai^ fills our hearts with food and 
^adness»" We learn God*s goodness from the ef- 
fects of it, which we behold ; and the blessings of 
it, which we enjoy.* When we see a man of wealdi 
dispersing abroad his charities among the indigent, 
we admire the goodness of his heart, and rejoice in 
his ability. Much greater evidence have we of 
the goodness of God, *^ who causes the grass to grow 
for me cattle, and herb for the service of man ; who 
gives to the beast his food, and to man wine which 
cheers, and bread which strengthens his heart ; who 
crowns the year with blessings, and whose paths 
drop fatness." 

God has made us dependent on his ca^e for all 
our supplies ; and our necessary supplies he gives 
us, while we trust his care in the exercise of pru- 
dence and industoy. " Trust in the Lord and do 
good : So shalt tiiou dwell in the land, and shalt be 
surely fed." 

That divine promise, delivered to the world four 
thousand years ago, that ** seed time and harvest, 
cold and heat, summer and winter, shall not cease," 
we .see continually vi|?ri&ed ; and hence we learn, 
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that the 6od who governs the worW, is contstant to 
his wor^. If particular countries have, attimes, 
fcit the distresses of famine, yet of seed time and 
harvest there has never been swch }i general^ fidhire, 
as looked Kke ai> ijifraption on the truth of Ais an- 
cient promise. I^Ycry harvest is a new instance of 
God's f^itWlness, ^ new performance of his prom- 
ise, and a new encouragement to our &itfi in }m 
providence and word. 

As the return of' harvest gives us such immediafs^ 
sensible fvid.enc^ of the existence, providence, 
wisdom, bounty, and faithfblness of God ; so, 

IL It naturally cal}^ us to p^ovis meditations and 
Reflections. 

' It.w^ qn instance of gres^t stupidity in the Jews^ 
^t they said not, " Let us now fear ^e Lord, who 
jreserveth tp us the appointed, weeks of the harvest^'* 
• 1, The seasons are so ordered, as to remind us 
of the shortness of human foresight. 

Frotai pastexperienc? we expect aharyest in its ap- 
pointed weeks : And rarely is our expectation frus- 
trated. But the event is not always adjusted to the 
measure of our hopes. It often falls short, and ofc. 
ten exceeds them. That rain ^nd sunshine are ne- 
cessary to the fruitfulness of tl^e earth, we know by 
'cqns.tant observation. But what proportion of 
drought and moisture, of heat and cold, is most 
friendly to vegetation, and niost conducive to plen- 
ty^ is a' matter in which we often misjudge. The 
Tnanagemeht of the seasons, however, is in unerr- 
ing hajpds. Rational beings, in the care of infinite 
\visdom and goodness, are always safe, while they 
proceed in the line of their duty ; and never ougld: 
they tp indulge anxiety. With him who governs 
futurity, they may calmly trust all events. ** Take 
no thoilght for your life," says the divine Saviour, 
*' what ye shall eat, or drink, or put on. Behold 
the fowls 6f the air ; they neither sow, nor reap, 
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nor gather into bams, yet your heavenly Father 
fcedeth them. — Are ye not much better than they ?, 
Your Father knoweth that ye have need'of these 
things. Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
these things shall be added." 

2. Our dependence is apparent, as in many other 
things,^ so especially in the return of harvest. 

Now we see the fruits of the earth brought to 
maturity, and provision made for our support 
througn the succeeding year. This is not the work 
of man, but of the great Govemour of Nature, 
whose bountiful designs nothing can defeat. Out 
industry and prudence must do their part ; but it 
is God alone who succeeds our labours. The 
friendly showers, and the quickening sunbeams are 
not under our command. Hail storms, mildews, 
and devouring insects, are not subject to our will. 
If God send nis blessing, none can revoke it. If 
he withhold his smiles, our toil is fruitless. If he 
commissions storms or winds, frosts or insects, to 
lay waste our fields, our hopes are cut oflF. " These 
things are turned about by his counsels, that they 
may do whatsoever he commandeth them upon the 
face of the world.'^ 

At the time of harvest, it becomes us to reflect 
how insufficient we are to perfect our own designs, 
or to prevent the evils which may defeat them ; and 
thus learn, in all our ways, to acknowledge God» 

3. The scripture speaks of harvest as a seasoa 
of gratitude and joy. 

To express the happiness of mankind under the 
kingdom of the Messiah, the prophet says, ** They 
joy before thee as the joy of harvest," By the 
same allusion the Psalmist describes the felicity of 
the Jews in their national deliverance from captivi- 
ty. — " They that sow in tears, shall reap in joy; 
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicingi 

Vol. I. Q q 
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bringing his sheaves wiA him." PSffticidar fesli-» 
•vals were instituted in the divine law, to be observ- 
ed as testimonies of gratitude for ^ blessings of 
harvest, " Thou shaft keep the feast of harvest, 
the first fruits of thy labours, which thou hast 
sown ki thy field, and the feast of ingathering in 
the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in 
th)^ labours out of the field, none shall appear be- 
fore me empty. The first fruits of Ay land tihou 
shalt bring into tlie house of God." 

We are daily loaded with benefits, which call 
for daily returns of gratitude. But harvest is such 
a rich and plentiful blessing, as we cannot eveiy 
day receive. This is given only m the appointed 
week^. If it should then fail, famine, distress, 
and mortality, must ensue ; for according to th^ 
Kttled course of nature, it can no more be procur- 
ed, till the stated period returns. No wisdom or 
power of man can hasten it Such a blessing, so 
evidendy from a divine hand, so necessary to hu- 
man support, and so absolutely beycmd our com- 
mand, ought to be received with fervent senli- 
ments, and lively expressions of thanksgiving and 
joy. With what a flow of gratitude the Psalmist 
comes before God on such an occasion as this ! 
** Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion. lAito 
thee shall the vow be performed. Thou makest the 
outgoings of the morning and of the evening to 
rejoice. Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it. 
Thou preparest them com, when thou hast so pro- 
vided for it. Thou waterest the ridges thereof 
abundantly. Thou settlest the furrows thereof, 
and makest them soft with showers. Thou Uess- 
estthe springing thereof. Thou crownest the year 
with thy goodness, and thy paths drop &tness« 
They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness, 
and the littfe hills rejoice on every ade. The pas- 
tures are clothed with flocks; thevallies also are 
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€b¥ered over with com.; they shout fof joy ;. they 
also sing." *^ 

4k Harvest teaches^ us diligence and Jrugality. * 

This is heaven's reward to human industry. 
•* The earth by the blessing of God, brings forth 
lierbs, meet for them by whom it is ditssedi." 

God suj^lies our wants, not by an immediate 
providence, but by succeeding our prudent labours. 
According to the ordinary course c^ his providence, 
^ he becometh poor^ who dealeth. with a^ slack 
hand, but the hand of the diligent maketh rich." 
— ** He who will not plow by reason of the cold, 
shall beg in harvest^ and have nothing." 

Every returning harvest is a fresh reward of the 
husbandman's labours, and a new encouragement 
to future industry.. 

Various are the circumstances under which God- 
places mankind ; but in regard, of his blessing on 
their prudent labours, he treats them with an equal 
hand. This is what no man can engross to the pre* 
judice of another ;. but all may alike enjoy. There 
are some less important things,, which God permits 
xien to appropriate.^ One may possess a more ex- 
tensive tract of soil than his neighbours ; He may 
call distant lands his own, which he has never seen^ 
and which his sons wSH not see after him : He may 
elaim more numerous herds and. flocks, or count 
ever lai^r pax^els of shining metal,, than, most 
othess can acquire, or than he himself can use. 
But the grand things on which life and happiness 
depend,, God has not trustedto- human disposal*. 
He keeps, them. in. his own hands,, and. distributes 
them with te<^al bounty* Rain, air, and sunshine,, 
are alike free to all. The rain falls in as bountiful 
showers, and the sun shines with as lively beams 
on the poor man's garden, as the rich man's manor. 
The air as sweetly refreshes, and the winds as kind* 
ly fan the peasant,, as the prince. How poor socv-^ 
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er one may be in regard to those trifles, in wlncli 
property consists, he has as ample a share in the 
great bounties of Providence, as sure a prospect 
of God's blessing on his labours, as high encour- 
agement to industry in his calling, as the wealtluest 
possessor ori the globe. 

Harvest calls to frugality, as well as industry. 

Blessings bestowed by a divine hand, are to be 
used according to the divine will. Those precious 
fruits of the earth, which are dealt out only at cer- 
tain seasons, and which, by no art or industry of 
man, can at other seasons be obtained, should be 
applied to honest and virtuous purposes ; not 
wastefully consumed in criminal indulgences. 
What would you think of a beggar, who imme* 
diately perverts to intemperance die charitable al- 
lowance made him for his necessary subsistence ? 
The same must you think of those, who by a prod- 
igal mispense of the blessings of one harvest, re- 
duce themselves to M'ant before the return of an- 
other. 

5. Harvest inculcates benevolence. 

Religion consists in an imitation of God's moral 
character, especially of his diffusive and disinter- 
ested goodness. Fruitful seasons are instances 
of his goodness, and calls to imitate him by doing 
good to those around us. *^ Give to him who ask- 
€th of thee," says our Saviour, " and from Wm 
who would borrow of thee, turn not thou away, 
Do good, that ye may be the children of your Fa- 
ther, who is in heaven ; for he maketh his son to 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 
on the just and the unjust." 

The system of nature gives us daily lectures on 
benevolence. The world subsists by a reciproca- 
tion of benefits, and interchange of kindnesses. 
The clouds send down, in sliowers, the water, 
which by gentle exhalations they receive fix)m the 
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earth. By the medium of rains, the sea remits, 
to recniit the streams, that water which they had 
poured into his bosom* The air, by its constant 
motion, agitates the herbs and flowers of the field, 
and thus quickens the circulation of their fluids, 
and contributes to their growth. The flowers and 
herbs, thus moved and enlivened, emit their bal- 
samick sweets to perfume and enrich the air. The 
sun sheds his beams on the earth and other revolt- 
ing worlds ; these reflect his beisims, which, after 
various repercussions from globe to globe, may 
return back to their source, and yield their assist- 
ance to repair his perpetual wastes. - Man bestows 
his labour on the soil ; and, the soil repays his la- 
bour by the sustenance which it gives him. He 
employs the beasts in his service, and, in his turn, 
he serves the beasts with that food, which they 
alone could not procure for themselves. This is 
.the constitution of nature ; and. What can be its 
moral design, but to teach men their obligation to 
promote each other's happiness, the happiness of 
society, and of the race, by mutual offices of kind- 
ness ? The bodies of the system tend toward each 
other, and move in their orbits, by the great law of 
attraction. The members of society should be di- 
rected in their courses, and drawn to one common 
centre, the general happiness, by the grand law 
of benevolence. 

6. Harvest reminds us of the shortness of lifcy 
and calls us to the diligent improvement of our time^ 

How fast one harvest rolls on after another ! 
How swiftly the intervening months have flown 
away ! A few harvests mere, and time will have 
reaped the earth of all its present growth, and a new 
one will succeed. As one harvest follows another; 
so passes one generation of mortals, and another 
comes. Let li^rvest dien awaken our attention to 
the future world, and excite our speedy prepara- 
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tion for diat happy clime, where seasons no more: 
Walk their rounds, stfid age no more succeeds to 
age ; where the blest inhabitants abide securc, and 
whaterer numbers enter still there is room ; where 
one perpetual. summer smiles, immortality glides 
in a constant stream, the trees of life are always, 
verdent, and yield their fruits every month ; where 
will be no more toilsome labour, poisonous curse,. 
n(H* wasting disease ; but life, without decay; ful-^ 
aess, without fear or want ; rest, without inteirop- 
tion ; and joy, without mixture of grief. 

Harvest b an industrious season* When this. 
calls, time is precious. It is always precious* We 
have a business before us which loudly defnands^ 
our diligence. Harvest is the time to provide for 
approaching winter. Life is the time to prepare^ 
for the eternal world. Lay up for yourselves a 
good treasure against the time to come. Provide for 
yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in 
heaven, where neither moths corrupt^ ncHrthievea 
break through and steal. How industrious^ you 
labour for die meat which perishes I How anxious 
you appear to sustain a body, which, after all you 
can do, is mortal still ! Rather labour for the meat, 
which endures to eternal life, the meat which alone 
can nourish the immortal soul. Food and raiment 
are needful for the body; seek them you may^ 
but rather seek the kingdom of God, and these 
things will be added. 

7. Harvest sliould be a season of self examina-' 
Hon* 

We are God's husbandry. Much has he done 
for us. — What could he have done more ? — Have 
we answered his cost? When we see our fields 
fruitful under our culture, it is proper to inquire— 
Whether we are as fruitful under the culture of the 
divine hand ? — Whether we have abounded in the 
fruits of righteousness, iii proportion to the bless* 
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ings which we have received frpn* heaven ? If we 
13^ no fruit, we shall soon be rejected. God I^is 
let us alone this year. But behold, the ax is laid 
to the root of Ae trees ; every tree that beareth 
not good fruit, will be hewn down and cast into the 
fire. The field, which bringeth forth herbs, meet 
for him by whom it is dr^^d, receiveth blessing 
from God. But that whicH beareth thorns and bri- 
ars, is nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be burned. 

Laitly. Harvest reminds us of our obligatioii 
to faith and patience 

We have a kind of natural fkidi, which, stand- 
ing on the ground of past experience, looks for* 
ward with expectation of a future harvest. Let 
Christians, enlightened by Revelation, look be- 
yond this world to things u.nseen ; and, relying on 
the promise, truth, and grace of God, anticipate 
the blessings of the heavenly state, in fiiU persua- 
sion of the glory revealed, let them patiendy en- 
dure the trials^ and cheerfully peribn^ the duties, 
aHotted them in the present world* Let them not 
be weary in welldoing, but abound in the woik of 
the Lorid, knowinp:, ^t in due time, they shall 
reap, if they &int not ; and if they sow boimtiful* 
ly, tiiey shall reap also bountifully. 

They have need of patience, that, after they 
have done the will of God, they may inherit the 
promises. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for 
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long pa- 
tience lor it, till he receive die early and the latter 
rain. Be ye also patient, stablish your hearts, for 
the coming of ti|ie lord draweth nigh. God is not un- 
righteous to foi^t your wwk of faith, your labour 
of love, and your patience of hope : Give dili- 
gence, dierefore, to the full assurance of hope to 
^ eml ; and be not slothful, but followers of them, 
who through fiuth and patience, inherit the prom- 
lies. 
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The Fearfulness of our Frame illustraiedand im* 
proved. 

PSALM, czzxix. 14. . 
/ AM fearfully and wonderfulfy madt. 

Jl hat we arc wonderJuUy. made, we are 
immediately convinced, whenever we contemplate 
our frame. 

What a variety of parts are formed, and of uaes^ 
designed within the compass of a human body ? 
How exactly is every part adapted to its purpose, 
and one part adjusted to another ? All the parts of 
this complex body are created and nourish^ fiom 
the same earth ; and yet how various is their tex- 
ture and consistence ? How firm and solid the banes, 
how soft and pliant the flesh, how tough and flexi* 
ble the muscles, how fine and feeling the nerves, 
how quick and lively the organs of sensation, how 
promptly the limbs obey the dictates of the will ? 

Wonderful is the structure of the vessels, which 
receive and distribute the nutriment, convey the 
blood, and carry on the respiration ; and no less 
wonderful is the action of those vessels in perform- 
ing their respective functions* Mysterious is the 
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That oF tlie sikmach\ hearjt alid lungs is tnvotunia* 
fjf*. ^.^ cah fi^ye iio other accbiint of it, Aan that' 
#iiich ttie Apostfe giVes, " iii Gdd we live, and' 
ijioye, and lave pur being," The motion of oui?' 
Bmtiik indeed voiuniiiry y biit il; is as mysierious as^ 
tlie other. How it is thit a rtiere act of oiir wilf 
cbhtr^ct^ c^exteiids the mus^^ leg, airm 6t 

finsep ; and how it is tli^t pur vdlitioii impartk mo- 
fiori to our own, rattier than to any other body, no 
phjlqsbpher, or anatomist can explain. 
^ The mind i|5 still more wonderful than the body. 
This cannot be sui object of sense, it is, however, 
W objeict of immediate consciousness. We per- 
ceive fliat there is something within iis superior to 
that gross matter, of which the body consists. W^ 
CS|n_ think, reason and reflect; we can review and 
coii^e^plate piif own thoughts ;, we ca6 call to re^ 
membrahce filings past, and can look forward and 
niake conkjectures on things to pome. In our ihedi- 
fatibns we can', in ampmeu^ p^ss to distant regions^ 
gnd to distant worlds, ana thence return at 6\ii 
pleasure. , . ^ ■ • , , 

. 'JtHi^ mifid is, in some mexpticable maimer; lini;^ 
ca^o the body. Jf feceiVes sSf its^informa^on Wf 
iHeaiiis of tibe bodily organsl A disorder of boojf 
den^i^es the powers of the mind. Affliction^ ani^ 

S^ rrows 0^ >nind ^deb^itate and waste the bodyy 
encp wckno\^, thatthpre is^ a! union between thes9 
constituent parts of maii. This union is hecessanr 
fo the preseijt' state ; but the nature of it, whe;rei^ 
iV Qohsisis, how it is pi-eserved, how the soul ca^ 
act in the body, how it will receive and comnauni? 
cate ideas iii a state of separation from the body^ 
we^pannot, at present, understand. 

Thai the sbvil can act in a state of separatipia, 
there is no doubt ; for we find, that even domt tjjp 
greater part of its exercises are independent of the 
Vol. I, R r 
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bodilj senses. It is indeed dependent on these fcr 
the first reception of its ideas ; but when it has re- 
ceived them, it can review and compare them, and 
make deductions from Ihem, without aid from the 
senses. 

We are a mystery to ourselves. We cannot 
explain the powers, which we possess ; nor the 
motions and actions, which we daily perform. Well 
may it be said, " We are wonderfully made.'* 

Shall we thmk it an objection a^inst the credibil- 
ity of the Rospel, that it contains incomprehensible 
things? We are as incomprehensible to ourselves, 
as are tiie profoundest doctrines in revelation. And 
yet we exist. 

But how are we to understand the Psalmist, when 
he says, " We are fearfully made ?'* 
To this enquiry we shall chiefly attend. 
1. The expression imports the dignity of man 
in comparison with other creatures in this lower 
world. 

Man is so made, that the sight of him impresses 
H terror on the beasts of the earth. Moses tells us, 
« God made man in his own image, and gave him 
dominion over every beast of the earth." When 
Noah came forth from the ark, God blessed him 
and his sons, and said, " Be fruitful and multiply 
and replenish the earth. And the fear of you, and 
the dread of you, shall be upon every beast of the 
earthi and upon all that moveth on the earth. Into 
your hand they are delivered.'' To the same pur- 
pose are the words of the Psalmist ; " God made 
man a litde lower than the angels, and crowned him 
with glory and honour, and gave him dominion o- 
ver the works of his hands, and put all things un- 
der his feet." 

Many of die animals are superior to man in 
strength and activity, and armed with weapons of 
destruction superior to any, which man naturaDj 
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possesses for his defence ; yet the most ferocious of 
them will retreat before him. If they ever assault 
him, it is in some peculiar circumstance ; whea 
they are jealous for their young, provoked with 
wounds, or enraged by hunger. There is something 
in the human attitude and aspect which strikes them 
with terror, and restrains their ferocity. Yea, ma- 
ny of the beasts readily submit to man's dominion,' 
and suffer him to employ their superior strength in 
his service. " Every kind of beasts is tamed, and 
hath been tamed of mankind.''^ 

Were it not for this dread of man, which is im* 
pressed on the beasts of the earthy we must always 
stand armed for our defence against^ them r the wiU 
demess would remain their ep^clusive habitation ; 
our life would be a state of anxiety knd terror ; we 
could neither occupy the fields, nor walk the roads^ 
nor sleep in our houses with safety. 

If God has given us dominion over the beasts of 
ihe earth, we ought to exercise this dominion with 
justice and humanity.. Noxious and miscliievous 
animals we doubtless have a right to destroy, but 
never to torture with wanton cruelty. Beasts, which 
are capable of labour, we may employ in our seri 
vice, but not treat with passionate severity,, or un- 
merciful rigour. Creatures, whose flesh is nutritive 
to the human body, we are allowed to slay for food ; 
but not to torment with fingering deadi. In a word, 
we may never put any creature to unnecessary^dm. 
To do this is morally wrong. It discovers a want 
of humanity. " A righteous man is merciful to 
his beast.'^ God, ifi the law which he gave to the 
Jews, provided,, that the labouring cattle should 
have their seasons of rest, as well as competent sup- 
plies of food. He guarded them against that cruel 
treatment, which they too often are liable to receive 
from un&eling masters. 
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If man is made superior to the beasts, he shodd 
conduct in a manner becoming lus natural supericr- 
|ty 1 Qe should show himself a ma% a ratiocial be- 
pg. He should ezercise a TOvernment over him- 
^dDT, restrain his j(>assions, re^^te his appetite, keep 
\f^ body in subjection^ cultivajie the powers of h& 
mind, look forward to futuritj^^' anil act with a seiv 
ous i^gar^ ^^ his/ eternal existence* D^vld ^ys^ 
** I wiu'instructan4 teach thee in the Wan wliich 
Aoushalt^. Be not as the horse or muk, whic^ 
hkve no understanding, whose mouth must be hela 
in with bit and bridle, lest thejr dome ne^ to thee.^ 
Jleason is tl^e dignity of man* * Then onlv we main- 
tain oiir dignity^^ when we aCt as leasonable bdng^ 
)[f passion aiid appetite triumph over reason, wis 
lose our superionfy to the beast, and become as the 
horse or mule,' which has no understanding. 
'^ 2. We are fearJUUy razAt^ as our fiume demon* 
^trates the power ^ wisabm and presence of Oo4« 

Such a woiid^iful composition, as man, could 
i^ot be the effect of chance. It must be the Work 
of an infinite/ independent, allwise Creator. Da- 
vid says, " MarveUous are thy works, 6 Gqd, and 
that my soul knoweth full wefl. Thine eyes did see 
iny substance, yet being imperfect, and in thy bodlk 
were all my members written, which in continuands 
were fashioned, when as jret there was none o£ th$]i||. 
My substance was hot hid from thee, when I wSs 
'made in secret, ai^d curiously wrought in die low- 
est parts of the earth." 

As the frame of our body proves God*s agency, 
so the powers of our mind demonstrate his perfect 
knowledge. "He who formed tjie eye, shall lipt 
ic see ? Me that planted the ear, shall not he ^ear ? 
He that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know,? 
He knoweth the thoughts of men." 

We, then, cariy about with us clear evidjcnce, 
ihat there is a God of all perfections ; that this Goil 
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jfl^ present with us^ aroun^ us a^d within us ; th^ 
heobsdres all our a^^tions, discerns all our intention^, 
watcH^sall our motions, andwiU bring into judg- 
ment all our woo^s. WJ^at ^ solemn, wjCisdX. a fearful 
bought ! Shall we not tremble at the presence of 
such ^ Being f Shall we not trembly at the view oJT 
our own ii;2mi|^, yrhich brin^ this Being to our 
ijiinds ? Well iwy w;e ado^t the language of ^he 
l^^salmist ; '^ 'Lord, thou hasit searched me an^ 
known li^e. Thou knowest my downsittii^g and up- 
rising ; tKou tinderstandest my thought afar ofl(l 
THou compasses! my. path and my lying down. 
Thou airt acquainted with all my way^ There is 
ijpt a word in iny toqgue, but Aou knowest it ajto- 
gather. Thou hast' beset me before and behind, and 
laid thine hand upon ihe. Such knowledge is too 
iwbn^erful Cor nae. WJuther shall I go froni thy pres- 
ence, or flee frbm tfiy spirit? I'hou pp^sessest my 
reins. I am ifearfully and wonderfully made/' 

Whf^t stupidity ipust it be, to live without the 
befi^ti and act without the fear of God, when we 
have ih ourselves a continual demonstration of his 
existence, power, wisdom and providence? Thie 
heavens, the earth, the sea, all things around us 
declare the glory of God and show his handy work. 
And God deniands, " Will ye not tremble at my 
rare^i^ce ? Ve have a revolting and rebellious heart." 
^t. we need not go out of ourselves. Shall we not 
tremble at his presence, when we see him around 
us, and feel hini within us ? He is not far from eve- 
ly qnie of us. iShall not his excellency make us ai- 
fj^4 ^ Let us fear, love and obey him. This is 
Qur whole duty. 

3. AVe are fearfully made, as the Creditor h^s 
iiqpr^s^^d dppn us evident marks of our immortaU* 
ty 2irA accotmtableness. 

The distinguishing faculties of our mind$> de- 
monstrate, that We Yf^rp created for great^er ^^(l ap- 
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bier purposes, than the animals around us. It 
does not appear consistent with God's wisdom and 
goodness, suid with the economy every where ob« 
servable in his works, that he should make such be- 
ings for soi low a sphere as the present world, and 
for so short a duration, as the present life. If our 
existence is to cease with the death of the body, 
why has the inspiration of the Almighty given us 
4inderstanding ? If we are designed only to eat, 
drink and sleep, provide a successor, and then re- 
tire to eternal obHvion, of what use b forethought 
and reflectioUi moral discernment, and a sense of 
obligation ? 

In the present state we find ourselves capable of 
progress and improvement ; but we never rise to 
the perfection, to wliich, in a longer space, we 
might attain. And many of our mortal race are 
removed, before they have opportunity for any im- 
provement at all, mxxaX there not, then, be another 
state, in which we may reach the perfection, of 
which our nature b capable, but which is unattain- 
able here ? Instinct in beasts is perfect at first. The 
young are as sagacious as the old in finding, or 
constructing their habitations, in seeking and dis- 
tinguishing their proper food, in retreating from dan- 
gers, in taking their prey, in evading or resisting an 
enemy, and in every thing, which belongs to their 
sphere of action. In man reason opens gradually, 
is improved by experience, and assisted by example 
and instruction, and under proper culture makes 
observable progress. But before it can reach its 
end, its progress is arrested by death. Must we 
not, then, conclude, that there is another state, in 
which the soul may still push fonvard, and reach 
that degree of knowledge and virtue, for which the 
present life is too short ? 

There is in all men a desire of immortality ; and 
this desire will doubtless be gratified. 
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This world is well adapted to our condition, as 
animals. Every passion and inclination which be- 
longs to our animal nature, and is not a corruption 
or perversion of that nature, finds an object to grat- 
ify it. And shall we suppose, that the desire of im- 
mortality has no object ? — This would be to sup- 
pose, that the works of God are inconsistent and 
unharmonious* That the desire of immortality is 
wrought in us by the Creator is evident from its u. 
niversality* If it were the effect of education, it 
would not possess all men in all ages and countries, 
but would be confined to particukr persons or pla- 
ces. This ar^ment the Apostle considers, as con- 
clusive. " We knawy that, if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building 
of God, a house eternal in the heavens ; for in this 
we groan earnestly, desiring to be cloathed upoa 
with our house from heaven. Now he who hath 
wrought us to this selfsame thing is God," This is 
evident, " for the whole creationj^ or the whole hu- 
man race, " groaneth and travaileth together.*' 

We carry with us evidence, not only of immor- 
tality, but also of accountableness. Our reason, 
with little instruction, sees a difference between vir- 
tue and vice. The human mmd, indeed, without 
assistance would make but small improvement in 
science of any kind, and less in morals, than in 
some other branches of knowledge. But whenev- 
er the difference between moral good and evil is 
stated, the mind immediately discerns and allows 
it 

There is in every man a principle of conscience, 
which, being in any degree enlightened,, feels its 
obligation to avoid the evil and embrace the good. 
Allowed wickedness is accompanied with remorse ; 
the work of righteousness is peace. 

Certainly, then, we are accountable beings, and, 
in a future state, shall receive according to our 
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ehafacftts. tiovr solemii fe (ht thbti'^iit, diktire 
we under the eye of a holy God^ fHat Ve stre oti 
probation for his & vour» tiiat we are r€sp6nsibfe for 
our actions, that we iritist exist for ever in ahb&er 
state, and thai our condition there ^ill be ford- 
ing to the course which we have pursfi^hd^f 
I>besour verv make teach us these tnoinetitb^jf 
truths? Surely we may say, "We m Jedrfiitt^ 
made." 

The same may be said, 

4fA/y, In respect of our ^^f/to. 

Such is die tenderness of our &ame, that in tfii^ 
rough and dangerous world, . in which ^e liye, we 
are always exposed to casu^ties arid wounds, As* 
eases and death* It may therefor^', wiOi much 
propriety be said, ^* We itr^ JearfuUy maL<^^\ 

The Psalmisi prayy, *^ O make riic to j^<iw. 
mine end, and the measure of my days, what it 
is, Aat I may know how frail I am. Su^Iy every 
man, at his best state, is altogether vaniQ^.'L TI^ 
scripture, to express the vanity ^nd fraQt^ of 
human life, compares it to a shadow, a nower, 
dust and wind. The life of man depends on the 
breath. " God breaiheid into him the Breajih of li^^ 
and he became a living soiil." " When lus breai$ 
goeth forth, his thoughts perish, arid he retuniem 
to his dust.'' How precarious is our life ? It is 
the breath in our nostril R is.^piitf .of wf,, i 
vapour \diich sobri vamshes. It iis a wind wnidh 
passes by, and conies not agaiin. 

The lungs, which are the instruments of respira^ 
tion, are a tender and delicate substance. It is a 
small passage, which conveys the air to t!h£* inter- 
nal parts, and remits it for a fresh, supply.' This 
operation must be constant. A short susperisicm 
would be death. Many external accidents aixd in- 
ternal disorders may occur to obstrucf the'corivev- 
ance 9f air, or destroy the motion of tfe luhgsl 
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tr we consider only this feeble, but essential part of 
the animal frame, life must appear precarious. 
But every part of the body, as well as this, is lia* 
ble to casualty and disease. In this curious and. 
complicated machine are innumerable threads^ 
vessels and springs, pn which motion and activi- 
ty depend. And a wound or rupture in any of 
them may, under certain circumstances, be &taL 
To casi^ties we are always exposed in our la« 
bours, jHimeys, diversions and employments. And 
the causes of disease may every where attend us. 
The air which we breathe, apd the food, which we 
eat may be charj^ed with death. Who then can at 
any time say. He is sure of another hour? We 
are often in such a critical situation, whether we 
discern it or not, that there is but a step between U3 
and death. 

Had we a clear discernment of the dangers, 
which attend us wherever we go, and of the weak- 
ness of the body in which we dwell, we should 
live in perpetual fear. It is happy for us, that ma- 
ny of our dangers are concealed from us ; other- 
wise, it is probable, we should often be deterred 
from the necessary occupations of life. But we 
see enough to convince us, that we are fearfully 
made. This conviction should awaken our atten- 
tion to the vast concerns of immortality. 

If we are tj^us fearfully made, let us acknowl- 
edge the care of God's providence in our daily 
preservation. David, impressed with this thought^ 
thus utters iiis grateful admiration of the mercies, 
which attended Mm. ^^ I will praise thee, O God, 
for marvellous are thy works. How precious are 
thy thoughts unto me ! How great is the sum of 
them ! If I should count them, they are more in 
number than the sand. When I awake, I am stiU 
with thee." 

Vol. I. S « 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



330 Mm fearjidfy made. 

How carefully should we examine ourselves^ 
that we may know» what preparation i$ made for 
the change which is before us, and whidi may 
nearly, await us? Beings accountable to God, de- 
signed for immortality, soon to be removed, and 
insecure of another day, should not live at uncer- 
tainties, should not pass thoughtless along, as if 
no eye beheld them, and no change were before 
them. David, in this view of himself, was led to 
pray, " Search me, O God, and know n»f heart ; 
try me, and know my thoughts. See if th^e be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me in tihe way ev- 
erlasting." 

How vain is the world ? What find we here wor- 
thy of our supreme a&ction ? It is but little, 
which we need ; and a Ktde ^ould content us. If 
we have much, we must soon leave it, and have 
Ap more a portion in it. Nor can ive tell how soon 
the parting time will come. " Our days on earth 
are a shadow, and -there is no abiding." Let us 
live as strangers ; indulge no anxiety about the 
things of this world, but direct ,our care to the in- 
terest of another. 

Our experience of God's care in preserving us 
till this time, encourages us to trust his goodness 
-stSl. It is happy that our time is in his hands. 
Let it be devoted to his service, and it wiH not be 
terminated too soon. He can presmre the frame, 
which he has made, tender as it is ; and avert the 
dangers which surround it, numerous as diey are. 
A life employed for his glory, whether, it end soon- 
er or later, wiU end happily. To the faith&l Chris- 
tian death will be gain. 

In the view of human frailty, nothing can appear 
more reasonable than daily prayer. If our life de- 
pends on God's will, to his care let us commit our- 
selves, and in his hands leave all our concerns. 
Would a man, who believed this day to be his last, 
neglect to call upon God ? Would he go forth into 
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the business and company of the world without di- 
recting a thought, of addressing a petition to 
him ? — No tnah knows on any day^ but that it may 
be hia last. Every m^, then, on each morning 
of his life, ought to commend himself to God's pro- 
tection, through the day to walk in his fear, at the 
close of day to review what he has done, repent of 
all his follies, acknowledge the benefits received,, 
and dedicate himself afresh to his great Preserver 
and Benefactor. 

We have the sentence of death in ourselves. 
Our frame speaks its own frailty, and {Predicts its 
own dissolution. One would think, we should 
need no admonitions, but those which we have from 
ourselves. We are fearfuHy made. If we hear not 
the solemn language of our own frail bodies, the 
language of weakness and pain, of sickness and de- 
cay, what language would command our attention, 
and impress our liearts ? How unaccountable is th^ 
stupidity of mortals ? They complain of infirmities 
and groan under pains, and yet seem scarcely to 
know, that these pains and infirmities tell therh, 
that they must die, must pass to another worlds 
must there receive according to the -works which 
they have done. 

Let us hear the voice, which speaks withia ils 
and around us ; the voice of providerfce and of 
scriptnre, the voice of sickness and of health, the 
voice of reason and of conscience, the voice which 
cries, " All flesh is as grass ; what your hands find 
to do, do it with your mighty for there is no work, 
Wtsdoiti; Tior device in the grave, to whidi yoi/ 
are going. ^^ 

Let religion possess our hearts, and peace wiH 
attend our path, and hope will brighten our pros^ 
pect. We may take pleasure in infirmities, for the 
power of Christ will rest upon us. For us to live 
will be Christ, and to die will be gain. Whether life 
or death, both will be oiu-s. 
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SERMON XXVII. 
The Lawfulness end Obligation of OalJis. 

MATTHEW. ▼. as— ar- 

Jf/atJi, jre Imn htwi^ ilai U hath beem taid by (hem of old time, 
. Thou shali noi forswear thyself, but shali petf^rm wsio the 
Lord thine oaths ; But I say unto you, St»ear not at mil ; m>- 
ther by heaven, for it is Gotfs tkrome ; nor ^ the earth, for U 
ishisfootttoei ; neither by Jerusalem, far it is the city <f the 
great kis^; neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because tkom 
const not siofa one hair white or black : But let your commrm- 
cation be yea, yea ; nay, nay ; for whatsoever i$ mare than these, 
Cometh of evil. 

X HERE is no mstitation so good,, but that 
it may be corrupted ; nor so plain; but that it may 
be perverted. Almost ev«y religious institution, 
ivhich God has made for men, has in process of time 
undergone, in their hands, some material alteration. 
This was remarkably the case among the Jewsl 
The religion which God gave to them, ccxisisted 
partly of moral, and partly of ritual iujunctions. 
The latter, which were in themselves of smaller 
importance, and designed t6 be srubservicnttothe 
former, were by degrees so multiplied, as to be- 
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eome almost impracticable ; iand the other were, in 
projtortioiiy disregarded and laid aside*. Mint, an- 
ise and. cummin were Qrthed with scrupulous exact* 
ness, while weightier matters, justice, mercy, truth 
and the love of God, were neglected with little coa- 
cem. ^ 

The correction of these abuses is the principal 
object of Christ's excellent sermon on the mount. 
In this he recites the words of several precepts, 
points out the mutilations and corruptions which 
nad been made in them, and then states their true 
meaning and just extent. 

Among other corruptions, he mentions the gen- 
eral abuse, which had been made of the law relat- 
ing; to oaths. ^' Ye have heard, that it bath been 
said by them,'* or rather to them, " of old time, 
Thou shalt not forswear thyself." This the Jews 
understood as forbidding only perjury ^ or swearing 
Jfalsely by the name of God. But Christ tells them, 
it extended farther, and forbad aU kinds of trofane 
swearing : For these are the words of ttxe law, 
'^ Thou shalt not swear by the name of the Lord 
falsely ; neither shalt thou prqfimetbe name of the 
Lord ; and thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord in vain ; neither shall ye make mention of the 
names of other gods J*^ By the law, therefore, they 
were forbidden, in their ordinary discourse, to 
swear at all, either by heaven, or earth,, or Jerusa- 
lem, or their heads ; for if they regarded these as 
the creatures of God, to swear by them was to 
swear by him^ and to take Ins name in vain. It was 
to depart £rom that plainness and sim];)licity, which 
religion requires. ^^ Let your communication," your 
ordmary discourse, *^ be yea, yea ; nay, nay ; for 
whatsoever is more than these, cometh of evil." 

There is a passage in James's Epistie similar to, 
and taken from this precept of our Saviour. *' A- 
bove all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by 
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heaven, neither by the Earthy neither by any otl^r 
osth ; but let your yea be yea, and your nay nay* 
lest ye fall into condemnation." Oiir rehiarks on 
Ae fermer will be apf^cable to the latter of these^ 
passages. 

In explaining this precept of our Saviour, I shall^ 
^rst, shew, th^it does not absohitely atnl uni^er- 
aally forbid the use 6f oaths ; secon^y^ what al^ 
the sih3 Ivhich it does forbid ; and then shall h^re- 
ttnt Ae atrocity of those sins. 

Fir$t^ I ^bdSi shew, Aat Christ's prefcept da<» 
not absolutely forbid all use of oaths. Under ihSA 
bead, I shall be led to prove that oaths, in many 
coses, are lawfiil and iiecessary* 

An oath is a sotemn appeal to God, as a witness 
of the truth of what we declare, stod (rf our sinter* 
Uff m what we ^tomise. A man equally binds his 
Soul to utter the truA, or perform a promise^ 
whether he speak the words of the oath with hii 
dwn mouth, or consent to them when he hears them 
spoken, or acquiesce in, and answer upon the ad* 
juration of another. And the oath, if it r^sjpect a 
^ng lawful to be done, is binding, whether it be 
mafde explicitly in the name of God, or indirectly 
by a creature of God ; for our Saviour says, " He 
that swearelh by heaven, sweareth by it, and by 
him that dwelleth therein." 

Oaths are of two sorts ; assertory ^xA prortnsMr^^ 
An assertory oath is the affirmation or denial of any 
fact in question, with a solemn invocation of God* 
A promissory oath, is an engagement, in thenattie^ ^ 
of, and by an appeal to God, to do, or not to do a 
matter proposed or stated. If this engagement be 
made immediately to God, and respect a personal 
duty to be performed to him, it is called a vow. If 
the engagement be made to men, and respect some 
duty, which we owe to our neighbour, or to socie- 
ty, then it is called an t?a^i^. 
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Sdme have supposed, that all oa^ are crimioal 
ill Aeir nature, and absolutely forbidden in the pa»i* 
$age now under our consideralion. This 19 the q* 
pinion <rf a certain sect calkd Quakers^ who, hxm^ 
ever virtuous diey may be in their ^ncral condvot^ 
are &nciful and enthusiastic in manj^of thev opitt* 
ions* For they reject the gospel-ministry, V009I 
prayer, water-baptism, and the Lord's supper^ aa4 
also the authority of the written worit &rtker 
than the meaning of il is communicated tt them bjr 
a special internal light Arguments from scriptwe 
have little effect oo tliose,;i¥ho have a supposed li|^ 
within them superior to scripture. But if we miy 
be allowed to take the scripture in its plain and Ulow 
al sensie, there is no difficultjr in proving the aapvecl 
obligation of the above mentioned institutions; nor 
in shewing the lawfulness and obligation of oalfa% 
which is the subject now before u& 

That our Saviour does not absolutely fonbid* bM, 
m some cases, aUow the use of o^iths, I shaU shevp 
by examining his own wosds ; and l^y addnGiDg* 
proofs from reason and from many passages of SQi^ 
ture. 

1» We will examine our Saviour's words 10 Ike 
text- 

Altbou^ a part of the paragraph, taken 6y Uteff^ 
m^ seem like a universal pi/ohibitionof oaths, yet 
the whole, taken in its connexion, shewsTlihat a luDrt 
itation is intended. 

It is not unoommon forthescripture to usegfen^ 
eral expressions, which still are to be underatood 
in a qualified sense. And how to qualify diem^ 
otlier passages and the reason of the case will easily 
direct us. 

Paul says to the Corintfaians, " There is utfterijr 
a fault among you, that ye go to law with one an- 
other. Why do ye not sufieryouaselvestebe de^ 
frauded?" But does the apostle forbid .Christiaaai^ 
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in an organized civil society, to make use of Ae 
hw for the defence of tiieir lives and fortunes ? 
By no means : He only forbids tiiat litigious spirit, 
which induced many in that day to contend with 
each other before heathen tribunals, when they 
might better a(]^ust their differences by mutual con* 
cessions, or terminate them by reference to some 
wise' Christian brethren. 

Our saviour says, " Resist not evil, but wfaoso 
shall smite thee on the one cheek, turn to luin the 
other.'' Doeshemtend, that we shall tamely sub- 
mit to the outrages di t,vetj insolent brute, with- 
out any measures for selfpreservation, or for the 
restraint of violence ? Tnis none can imagine. 
He recommends no more than a general i^irit of 
prudent meekness and lbH)earanQe under personal 
injuries. 

He says, ** Give to every one that aske^ of yaoa, 
and of him ths^ taketh away thy goods, askthemt 
nof^agsun.*' Must we then give away our whole 
substance, if any man should be so impudent as to 
demand it? Or may we never attempt by any means 
to reopver dlir property, when it is taken from us 
by theft or robbery ? We know, that no more is 
here commanded, than a ready disposilaon to do 
good^ according to our abilities, when wemMt 
with those, ^ who appes^* to be proper objects of our 
beneficendfe. ; , 

So in the text, (admitting the transhtidn tolse 
correct) when Christ sayS) *' Swea^r notat aU,'* we 
are not to conclude, that he disattowis and ibfbids 
all oaths ; but such oaAs only, as he was - theki 
speaking of. The general expr^sion must be so 
.limited, that it may accord with itself, with coia- 
mon reason and the tenor of scripture. 

It was the opinion of the Jews, Aat, in extiaor* 
dinarycates, tiiey ought to swear by tfaenaoieof 
4jrodonly; but that, in their familiar communioa- 
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tion, thef might swear by heaven^ the sun, the 
earth, the temple, or some other creature, as they 
pleased ; and that such small oaths were not bind«- 
ing. This errour our Lord corrects. " Swear 
not at aUJ*^ So Christ's words are rendered : But 
our English adverb, at ally does not accurately 
convey the sense of the original word ; for that 
properly signifies, wholly y universallt/y or without 
distinction. The same word, in the before cited 
reproof to the Corinthians, is translated utterly^ 
*^ There is utterly or generally z, fault among you, 
that brother goethto law with brother before un- 
believers, and not before saints." The sense, then, 
of this whole passage relating to oaths must be as 
follows, " Ye have heard, that- it hath been said to 
them of old time. Thou shalt not forswear thyself^ 
but shalt perform thine oaths to the Lord ;" for ye 
think, that oaths made to the Lord, and in tM 
name, are binding on you. " But I say unto you. 
Swear not imUscriminatefyy^^ or by every object^ 
which comes to mind, as it b your custom to do ; 
^' Swear neither by heaven, nor by the earth, nor 
by Jerusalem, nor by your lives.** And " swear 
not by any other oath'* in your ordinary conversa- 
tion ; ^^ but let your conimunication ;" (He does 
not say. Let your testimonies, or your official en« 
gagements ; but let your communication^ your 
common discourse) " be yea, yea ; nay, nay. 

The Jews would have thought it profane to swear 
by the name of God in their ordinary conversation ; 
for oaths, in his name, they allowed to be binding. 
But Chnst tells them, that to swear by any other 
object, in thdr ordinary conversation, is pro&ne ; 
for all oaths are binding. He therefore directs 
them never to swear by any object, but the great 
God. Thus common swearing, on their own prin* 
ciples, must cease; for corrupt as they were, they 
had so much reverence for Jehovah^ that they 

Vol. L T t 
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would not use Jus name^ in theif dail}" buistonuny 
oaths. 

This is the plain sense pf oiir SdvioHr^s Word^ 
taken by themselves. 

That he does not absolutely forbid, but, in 
some cases, allow the use of oafhs, will appear, 

2. From the reason of the thing, ^d from ma- 
ny express passages of scripture* 

baths, in inany cases, are really necessary in 
civil society ; aiid it* is doubtful whether society 
could subsist without them. Men in public office 
ought to be laid under the niost solemn obligations 
to fidelity. Witnesses, in cases Ivhere property, 
character and life are concerned, ought to feel 
themselves under the most sacred boiids to declare 
the whole truth, and the truth only. And to men, 
who believe a divine moral government, nothing 
can have such binding force, as an oath. Tempo- 
ral considerations are of variable influence, and 
may, under certain circumstances, prove tempta- 
tions to falsehood and unfaithfulness. But an oath 
reaches to the heart, and binds the conscience* It 
recognizes the presence and judgment of God, and 
will take hold of the inward man. He who under 
this awful bond, dares to falsify and prevaricate, is 
little less than an atheist. And to a known atheist 
no oath ought ever to be administered, and no im«> 
portant trust ought ever to be committed. 

Among the ancient Greeks and Romans, and, 
so &r as I know,.' among all civilized nations, oa^ 
have been judged necessary, and esteemed sact^ 
In the patriarchal age they were frequently used. 
They were required by men of distinguished piety, 
and were required from men.of rq)uted probity-. 
Abimelech made Abraham swear, that he wcmld 
not deal falsely with him. Abraham bound Etiebser 
with an oath to execute his orders respecting . his 
eon's marriage. Laban exacted from Jacob an ckitby 
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tliat be yvoidi^i^e^ with j^indijiess the wives ^hich 
£«ab^ h^cl£ivei;i him* Xacorb caused Joseph to 
s^ifear^ th^ A^ would buiy him iii Canaan. An^ 
certdnly bur S^vi9ur, who caqie to promote the in« 
tere^ts of xoi^ui^lund,' did Jiot forbid a u^ge, which 
cofimoa ej^perienqe ha4 found necessaiy to social 

Oaths ^re uiideniabjy of divwe institution* They 
were lawTought into mat dDvemment, .which Gq|d 
ordsdned £qr^ favoured people* Cases of 4oul^ 
and ccmtroyer^y were, by his express commanq, 
to be decided by -iie te.stiniony of person^ under 
oath.' Thepepple were by oath to bindthenc^selves 
to tl?e obpervanpe pf j^s lajys. They .were to swear 
alle^^Qe to lum. A|id none caii suppo^» that 
,Qod WQuld i^njpih .on.the^la usage in its own na- 
ture sjiirfuU The apostle to :the Hebrews s^pe^ks of 
^tasa^Joiown custc^ to teiminate disputes in tMs 
^man^erl *^iy[en verily ^ wear by the greater, ^rid 
an 9afh fqr Qon&:raa^ip|i is to thepi ^ end of ^l 
strife," j^e iiianifejitly j^aks of this practice in 
;Uernjs pf approbfitibn, 

^^iilh^a the rqiiKi.of |esus Christ*^ Did he im- 
,agine, ,th?it.Chri^t had forbidden the use of baths ? 
Surely then he would not ,h2^ye used them,' as; he 
frequently does, in his Epistles, which Were indit- 
^ by the Holy Ghost. ,He says tathe ^poipans,. 
^^Go^Js tm/ yvitness^ tlut without ceasing I ipake 
. mei^tton or^ycni in my prayer^s.'^ The narrative, 
^whicfi he gives the GaWians, of his conversuon 
:^nd ^postle^hip he thi^s concludes,. ",Now the 
thlqgs^ Vhfch 1 write unto you, behold, b^ore 
.God J lieiiot;^^ When he had given the CoriAthi- 
^jms a long, deteil of hbyaripiis sufferings in Christ's 
^eai^se, lest it should seem inCredibte he thus,con.. 
,fiirpip jit ; >* Now the God and Fafhergf our Loid 
testis Chijist kriov>ethj that I ' lie not,*^ To iip- 
^jw» >Ofttfie n^inds gf these Corinthians a convic- 
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tflon of his affectionate regard for them, he aaysr, 
" IcaB Ood to record on my soulj that to spare yon 
I came not as yet unto Corinth." To manifest hi9 
ardeni love for the Philippiani^, he says, " God is 
my record^ how greatly 1 long after you." As he 
thus swears himself, so he also adjures others. He 
says to the Thessalonians, ** I charge you,^' ot, as 
it is in the margin, ** I adjure you by the Lord, that 
this Epistle be read to all the holy brethren.'* 
Paul certainly judged, that oaths, in some cases, 
ivere not only justifiable, btit important. 

We have stiU a higher authority, even Ae exam- 
ple of our divine Lord. And his example never 
contradicted his doctrine. He says to the Phari- 
sees, " Why doth this generation seek after a sign ? 
Verily I say unto you, There shall no sign be giv- 
en." In the original it is, ^^ If a sign shall be giv^ 
en to this generation.** Thii was one of the forms 
of swearing used among the Jews. It was as much 
as to say, Gdd'^s word is not true, if such a thing 
shall, or shall not be done. We have, in scripture, 
several instances of the use of this form, VFmch is 
expressly called swearing. " The Lwd was wroth, 
and swarCy saying, If any of these men shall see 
the gooa landJ^^ "I havcJ sworn in my wrath. If 
they shall enter Into my rest.^'^ 

Another instance of Christ's approving of an 
oath we have in Ms examiftation before thehi^ 
priest. The questions put to him he several times 
refused to answer : ** Then the high priest arose 
and said, I Adjure thee by the living Ood^ that thou 
tell us, whetherthou be the Christ." He requested 
Christ to answer upon his oath. For among the 
Jews ac^tiratton was one form of administring an 
oath, as is evident Sroih several passages of scrip- 
ture. It i^ said in the law of Moses, "If a man 
hear the voice of swearing j or of adjuration^ and 
be a witnessi whether he have seen^ or known such 
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H tkiBg, if he utter it iK>t^ then he shall bear his 
iniquity/' If he be adjured, or reqmred by- 
authority » to answer on oath to any question, and 
do not utter the truth, he is perjured. To this 
law Solomon alludes in the book of Proverbs, 
** Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul. 
He heareth cursings and bewrayeth not.'? He 
heareth the adjuration of the magistrate, or the 
eurse laid upon him to bind him to declare the 
theft ; but he will not bewray or discover the sqs- 
pected fact, because he is partner in it. Thus he 
perjures and ruins his soul. This is the case, 
which Agur deprecated. " Give me not povertyi 
lest I steal, and take the name of my God in vain ;'f 
or perjure myself to coneeal the theft. . 

An adjuratioriy we see, was a proper oatfu Now 
to the adjuration of the high priest our Lord an- 
swered without making any objection, or giving 
the least intimation, that it was unlawful for him to 
take,* or for the magistrate to administer an oath. ^ 

In the books of Daniel, and of the Revelation; 
angels are introduced lifting up their hands to hea- 
ven, andswearing by him who liveth forever and ev- 
er, iJiat the great events, which they foretold, should 
surely be accomplished* 

Yea ; tlie great Creator, the everliving God, is 
often in scripture said tx) swear by his own life, in 
confirmation of the promises and threatnings, which 
he makes to mortals. 'f*o establish their faith in 
his word, he condescends to a usage common a- 
mongthem. If the usage were sinful, it would 
never have been tjius countenanced by a divine^ex- 
ample. 

God often forbids the Jews either to swear by the 
heathen divinities, or to swear fakely by his natne ; 
but he never forbids the use of pious oaths : Nay ; 
on the contrary, he expressly enjoins them incases 
of serious impor^ce ; and enjoins them in such 
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ffeoeial.tcnos^ as apiply to aU n^Ltiofis^ W weU §b to^ 
Jews. ^^ He who b]esaet2i himself in ti^e eaith, shfA 
bless himself in the Ood of 4ruth \ sf^ be ihaX swc^r- 
eth in the earA^ ^11 swear by the Gq4 of iTuilu'' 
The words which fqUlow evidently respect Ihe g^>s- 
pel times, or the atat^ of tihiogs in the new Jenisa- 
lem. ^' For behold^ I creatte new J^eay^n^ wd a new 
earth, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and heir peo- 
ple a, joy*'' Again, God thus j^pe£\|^s tf> his revolt- 
ang people 4 " If thou wUt rotum, O Israel, return 
aato 4ne ; and thou shak swear, Thfi Lordiw^^ 
\xx judgment and in rig^hleousnesq, m^ the nation^ 
;5hall l;:Ses&themselves m hxm, and in l^jn dia}l ^b^ 
glory." 

jUter what has t>eenaaid, itominQt be alled^[ed^ 
^t oaths, tboQgh lailowed Ainder the ^i^osaic ^s- 
pensation, .were abolished by rChnst^ind^r his 49Qre 
perfect dispenaatiait; For, it appears, they Aviere not 
(first introduced by Hoses ; bpt^ Ipi^g be.fore hi|s 
day, were ipractisGd with divine approbation, an^ 
9varranted by divine. example. They belonged, 
4)ot to liie ^erer; .^..:adl, but the mor^ law; and by 
divine appoaatment they became a p^ ^tiie clv^ 
i^omtiijiidQn, umier which the Jews were BJaced. 

Christ never relaxed themor4llaw : Tnjs b^per- 
ananentas heaven. Nor4id he alter the cuvijpoi. 
ity of the Jews: This continued as it was m his 
i/day, until the Roman ccmqueat dis^ved it. Nor^ 
;jndeed, did he abolish the ceremomal kw» while he 
^i^'ds on earth, but observed H himself untjlthe.timp 
/of his cruci&aon. /It remained \fi fi^H'ce, undUt 
'.wasi^uperseded^by .Jais new di^pca^^Uon ^after his 
resurrection from the dead. 

Ahdbesides ; .had ^he intended to aboli^ oaths, 

iinhissenaoa^oQ^tbCimount, which w^s delivered 

. earfy iaiiis/ministry, he would Jiot afterward have 

wed them himself* AadJf ^b^. bad been con^traiy 

. ^tothe design 4>fd)b.g;ospe ithe apostles would not 
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nation. 

It appears !h>tti What habi been ^d, that oaths, as 
really as vows and prayers, dredf a religious natut^; 
for they are direct appeds to ^ Gdd of tnilii and 
justice— tb him who knows the heart, abhors false* 
hood, and wilt punish iniquity. An oath then should 
be adtnihistred with sdemnity, and taken in the 
lear of God. It hence follows, that no oath can 
propeHy be admitlistred to one, who is a known en- 
emy to religion, and who avbWs, in word or prac- 
tice, his disbelief of a divine moral government 
and of a future retribution ; for on htm an oath can 
have no binding force, farther than it exposes him 
to the penalty of the civil law ; and thi^ penalty may 
as well be am^ed to the violation of truth, in 
matters of tei^W>ny, as to the violation of an oath. 
The sacredness of an oath ought never to be prosti- 
tuted on an impious character. * 

Hence it follows in the clearest manner, that re- 
ligion is the support of civil society, and that widi- 
out a general sense of, and regaitl to religion no 
society can be safe and happy, if oaths are neces- 
sary, religion is so, for without this, oaths in them- 
ftelves ^ve nb eiBcacy. B<iHgion, while it gives 
powd- 16 oaths, adds force also to every social <ibfi- 
gation. 

It follows farther, *hat every wise and virtuous 
member tif society wlM be disposed to encourage by 
his word and example, and to support^ his prop* 
crty the regular exertiisesof divine wordfc^, because 
these are essentSsA means cff difib^g and preserv- 
ing a knowledge of God, a sense dfbis government, 
a dread of his judgment, and a revet«ice of his 
laws ; and thus they become the means df promot- 
ing social virtue and happiness, and of establishing 
general securi^ under the adminislrtition of civil 
government. Hence David, describing te 'char- 
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acter of a good citizen, says, " He walkedi u{mglit- 
]y, worketh righteousness, speaketh the truth in his 
heart, backbiteth not ^thhis tongue ; doih not e- 
vil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach a- 
.gainst him. In his eyes a vile person is contemned, 
but he honoureth them that fear the Lord ; and 
though he swear to his own hurt, he chan^th not.'^ 

If oaths are important to the good admmistraticm 
. of government, and religion necessary to the effica- 
cy of oaths, then every good government will, in 
regard to its own security and success^ patronizo 
and encourage religion. 

It has been thought, and peiiiaps jusdy thought, 
. by many serious persons, that, in most communis 
ties, oaths have been unnecessarily multiplied ; that 
in some of the smaller offices of society, and in 
some less important matters of controversy, com- 
mon responsibility might be sufficient ; and that if 
oaths were not exacted in such cases, they would 
. have greater efficacy in cases of higher importance. 
For the frequency of them, it is supposed, dimin- 
ishes the reverence, which ought to be attached to 
them. This, however, is a question, which con* 
cems the legislator in his official character, rather 
. than the citizen in his private station. Ii^4^ gen- 
eral principle, perhaps, most will agree 4''^||t to 
draw the line of discrimination may be a matter of 
difficulty. One thing ought always to be ccxisider- 
cd, that though the immediate object of an oath 
may be sn^, yet the oath itself, being prescribed 
bylaw, aim demanded by authority, may in this 
vicfw be really important; because the probabk 
consequences of a refusal under these circumstan- 
ces, would be dangerous. A thing small in itself, 
if it be in its nature innocent, becomes weighty, 
when it is actually required by law ; for a non-com- 
pliance in smaller instances may lead to disobedi- 
ence in greater, and thus weaken tlie authority of 
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gov»mM»]t» and i4^ t|he Imda oiMtSfskf^ — 
Aad besides ; >v)ien we are called to take an oMh^ 
especially in matters of controversy between citi- 
zens, we are not usually Ksompetent iudges of ^ 
m^^gnitude oF tlie case in queisti<^ ; vk we seldom 
have opportunity to view it in its connexions ami 
consequences. And even the lower offices in society, 
though small in comparison widi others, yet con- 
sidered in their relation to the good of many, in 
their inftiMttceon ^heUgher gtvdkd ^ tjSk^ ^tti4 
io their usual connexioA mtb teligion, may be judg« 
ed important. 

I have now fiilly discussed the first branch of my 
subject, which was to shew, that oaths, in many 
cases, may be lawful, and that to prohibit them 
was not our Saviour's intentiQU in the passage un^ 
der consideratian. 

IdbaUihew, in another 4is<toui:8e, ^hat apethe 
sins here condemned, •anA represent the atrocity 
and dagger of them. 



Vol. I. Uu 

d by Google 



Digitized b 




The atrocious Criminality of Perjury and profane 
Swearing. 

If ATTHEW, ▼. 83-37. 

Againt ye have heard ^ that it 'hath been said by ihem of M time, 
Thou ihaii not fortweat ihye^lf, bui ehaU perform muo she 
Lord ihine oathi ; Bui I eay unto you, Swear noimioll; uei» 
iher by heaven, for it i$ God'i throne ; nor hy the earth, for ii 
is his footstool ; neither by Jerusalem, for it is the city of iht 
great king ; neither shah mou stoear by thy head, becauoe ikon 
canst not wtake one hair white or black : But let your ooMSumt* 
cation be yea, yea ; nay, nay ; for whatsoever is more than ikese, 
Cometh of evil. 

jflL TRULY religious man is one who^ 
being wholly devoted to God, aims to glorify him 
in all things. As the love and fear of God rule in 
his heart, so by these his outward conversation is 
directed. He not only watches over his actions, 
but takes heed to his words. '^ Out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh," The drift 
of a man's speech indicates the disposition of his 
mind. Therefore " by our words we shall be jus- 
tified, or by our words we shall be condemned.*' 

There are various ways in which men ofl^d by 
wc»d ; but none of the offences of the tongue are 
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more sure indications of a corrupt heart, more 
prejudicial to^ morals^ and more injurious tx> the in* 
terests of society, than t^cfanc swearing ; the sin 
condemned in the text. Our Saviour says, "Swear 
not at att,'' or by any thing, so we render the words ; 
but they properly signify, " Swear not by every 
thing,'* as the Jews werewont todo in their ordina^ 
ly discourse. " He that sweareth, let him swear by 
the God of trutfi,'* or the true God. 

We have shewn^ in a former discourse, that our 
Saviour, in the wwds now read, does not forbid 
swearing, absolutely and upon all occasions, that 
the words themselves in fair construction will not 
admit this sense, and that many other passages of 
scripture necessarUy exclude it. The example ci 
God himself, of Jesus Christ, of angels, of the 
patriarchs, prophets and aposUes; an^ the plain 
commands and institutions of the supreme lawgiv- 
er, make it evident, tfiat, on some great and im- 
pwtant occasions, oaths may, and ought to be usedL 
This is agreeable to the sense of all civilizedtiations^ 
especially of nations favoured with divine revelation. 
Nor do I know of any who deny it, but such as re^ 
fuse to admit the auUiority of uie written word in 
its plain literal acceptation.^ 

An oath is a solemn appeal to God for the truth ' 
of what one declares, or for his own sinceri^ in 
what he promises* He therefore who takes an 
oath must be supposed to believe the being and per- 
fections of God, his moral government and a fu- 
ture retribution ; and to feel ui his mind some rev^ 
erence of the supreme m^'esty. Otherwise his 
oath adds no credit to his word. AbsuM is it there*- 
fore to impose an oath on a man of atheistical prin- 
ciples, on one who denies all future punishment; 
or on one of notorious impiety ;: for such a person 
feels no obligation from iu 
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By the Jewish hw great care was ta^ea to giias4 
agaiRSt fiEibe teatamoBy^ especiatty ia eases where 
mt waa concemed. Whe^ one was accused of ^ 
cajntal erisve^ tbe vaatter was t^ be exaamedby th^ 
Judges witii difigeoee, andt^ vesifieation of itwa^ 
to dq^end on the testimgoy of twQ or diree K^iMsft* 
Ue witnesses ; and that die ^iKrefitydP the witness- 
ca npgfat zpfcax as fuSy aa possible, theiF hwd^ 
were to be first on the einidemnedpeisoq topnthupt 
to deadi ; ibr if they woutld not venture to be his 
cxeeutkneca, it was pxesunied, they h^d spcAen 
fiikely, and their hoarta^ m tUs ^eriow mxmmtm 

To this rule in the divaie law ode Ssviomp sAudes 
in his anawev todios^ who brought to hina wosiaB 
taken inadullery. They tdl hw, The htw of Mo«. 
aes ordained, that sudbi would be stoned, andask^ 
what was kk ofnaiop. He says, ^* Let him who ^ 
without sin among yoik J^st Qdgt a stone at her." 
He plwily Unifies, that unless the^ were free from 
notocioUa violalkns of the law, tfaev* testimony,, fa^y 
the law ilseUy could not be a just ground of her 
condemnation; for by the law none are admitted as 
witnesses.tocondiemn another, whp are themselves 
Involved in the same guilu The accusers felt the 
force of our Lord's ireply, and retired with con- 
viction and shame. 

It being manifest^ diat oaths, in. ^ome great and 
important cases^ are not only lawful, but n^oessary, 
and are botiU allowed and enjoined by divine author- 
ity, we cannot understand our Saviour as givmg an 
unlimited prohibition of them. It wfll be asked 
then, What does he prohihit? 

The answer to this quesiooiir is the second part of 
our subjects 

1* He condemns perjury* 

This is in scripture forbidden in express terms 
gjid under awful comminations. " Thou slialt not 
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^wear by God'& naoie fakefy^ The Liord Mfiil aot 
hold him guiltlessj that taketh hia naxne in vain^ 
A curse sh^ entor into the house of him thatswear- 
eth fahely^ and shall consume It"^ 

Men mjQ^ inciur the guilt of tlus sia m various 
ways, by asserting on oatb that wbdqh they kpow 
to be ^\s^y by sufiipressing that which they have 
sworn to dcclaire^ by promising under oath to do 
that which they have no intention to perfoorm, bj 
positively afl&rming that which i& doubtful in thei? 
own mi^s» by using equivocal apd ipdeterminatQ 
expressica^a (q di^uise the truth, and by neglects 
ing that which they have voluntarily bound them* 
selves to do, when they are laid under no providen* 
tial diaajbiUty. 

False swearing i% in no case more crhuinal, than 
when men are called to bear testimony before pro* 
per auUiorlty. In this case, it is such a compUca^ 
tion of villainy, injustice, impiety and impudencei 
such a prostituition of conscience, such an ^position 
to the great end of public judicatures^ that no lam 
goage am sufficiently express tl\e atrocity of it The 
divine law gives repeated and solemn cautions a« 
gainst ttus sin« '^ Thou shak not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour. Be not a witness against 
thy neighbour without cause. Put not thine hand 
with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness. '' In 
case a person is detected in a &lse testimony, the 
law of Moses orders^ that on liim shall be inflicted 
the same punishment, as would have been inflicted 
on the accused^ if he had been convicted. ^^ If a 
false witness rise up against any man, and testify 
against Imn that which is wrong, the judges shall 
make diligmt inquisition ; and behold if the wit^ 
ness be a&lse witness, and have testified fati>ely 
against his brother,, then shall ye do to him, as/i^ 
thought to have done to his brother." 
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&ke; forloi5Wewbylhe<3i«rtxiresofGodi»««aI 
profaneness^ as to swear msMy by God htmsd^ 

** Sv^^ear not,*^ says &e Apostle, ** neither bj 
heaven, ftor by the e^A, nor by Jiny other oatfi ; 
but let your yea be yea, and yont n»^, nay." Omr 
Saviour isays, " Sweaf tiot at iril,*' or mdiscrau- 
htttely ; ** neitiier by heavcti, for it is Ood*B Ihraae ; 
lior by the earth, for it is his footstool ; nor by Ic- 
rusalem, fw it is the city of the great kinp; ; nor 
by thy head, for thou canst not make one hair wfake 
br Mack ; but let your communication be fea. yea ; 
i»y, nay*'* 

Some seem to imagine, that those miMsed aod 
disguised oaths, in which ^e name of thcar 
m^er is not expressly used, may be innocent. 
But the gospel guards agiainst this sdffj^ieaepjnti^ 
It allows no kiM of cnsMtMry swearii^ eidier bjf 
God or his creatures. 

Hie lews made a distinction of oa&s according 
to the objects appealed to in them. They said» 
" If a man sware by the temple, <^ by the altar, it 
Was nothing ; but if he sware by &e goU of die 
temple, or bytihe^i/t on the ritar, he was bound*'^' 
But our Saviour tells tihem, ThisisabUnd and 
foolish extinction; " For," says he, ** which is 
greater, the gold, or the temple which aancdfieth 
the gold; the gift, or the akar which aanclifielh 
the gift? Therefore, whosoever shall swear by de 
altar, «weareth by it ^uid by ai things thetteon ; and 
whoso shall swear by the temple, swearedi bjr 
It, and by him that dwetteih therein ; and he that 
shall swear by heaven, swear^ by die tlutAe of 
God, and by him that sitleth thereon.'* 

Our Saviour here shews, that it^makes no mate- 
rial difference, in point of obligation, whether we 
swear by God or the creature ; for to sweu' by die 
creature is indirectly to swear by him whose crea- 
ture it is. Every oath b in its nature a solamn ap- 
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^eal to the object by which it is made, and an in-*' 
vocation of that object to be a wititeiss of the truths 
or an avenger of the falsehood of the declaration* 
H he who swears by a creature mean^ under thal^ 
name, to swear by the Creator, it is the same thing as 
if he sware by the name of God himself. If he mean 
to swear by the creature in distinction from God| 
then he treats that creature as God. Religious 
swearing is an act of adoration^ and an adoration ot 
any creature is idolatry* Swearing by the heathen 
deities is owning them as real Divmities. Swear* 
ing by one's life, which is at God's disposal^ if it 
be not swearing by him, is assuming independence 
and bidding d^ance to him« 

God often condemns the impiety of the Jews in 
swearing by their idols, by baal, malchom and the . 
calves of Dan and Samania. He says, " He that 
sweareth in the earth, shall swear by the God of 
truth." This kind Of customary sv^earing, of which 
we are speaking, is of the same nattflre witli that^ 
which God condemns in the Jewsi 

You will jsay, " We do not mean io Owii thesp 
creatures as Deities-" What then ?-* You treat 
them as such. And will you swear without a 
meaning ? Suppose one should make a ptayer to 
a creature, to the sun, the moon, or one of die 
constellations ; would you think he well excused 
himself by saying, he did not mean to pray to that 
object ; but only used a form of prayer in menu- 
ment ?«-*He treats •the object as if he thought it 
divine. If he believe it b so, he is an idolatef ; if 
not, he is abominably profane in spcxting with so 
sacred an exercise as prayer. There is the same 
impietyinswearinp^by acreatute, as in praying to 
a creature. One is a solemn act of worship, as 
well as the other. Co^toia may have led dometa 
think there is a difference. But reason has madcr 
none, and the scripture makes npne. A9 m^^ 49 

VoB. I. W w 
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Tcoson and hones^, as {Mcofesaors of Chrtstianl^^* 
a3 followers of him in whom was iio guile, wc 
are bound ever to use a plakioesa of speeeh^ to have 
our communication, yea, yea; and nay, nay« 
We shcHild maintwi such a skniide and artleas ooiv- 
versation, and be so for lemoved from fraud and 
duplicity, as never to give ground of su^mciob^ 
that our designs are dishonest. Then^ in andinai- 
ry cases, our bare word may be sufficient ; and in 
the most important cases our oaths will be regard- 
ed. 

4. Under the name of swearing, our Saviour 
>condemnsaII rash imprecations; such as (ntifiuie 
pec^le use, either in passion, of in levity, by wiA« 
ing, or saying they wish temporal, or eternal evil 
to themsdivea or others* If such imprecatiqiis be 
accompanied with a real desire, that the evil may 
take place, they discover a hdttish impatience, en* 
'yywA malice in those who utter them; andtbe 
most impious and hcHiible apprehenskms of God, 
as if he were such a wanton, capricious being as 
themselves. If the evil be not desired, here isan 
insolent and presumptuous mockery of his justice 
and goodness. 

' 5. In this prohibition mi^ be included all seq^ 
mg at religion, and ctmtempt of the worsUp of 
God ; all sfM>rting with passages of sacred scr^ 
ture, and jocular applications of them to enliven 
vain mirth and help out a foolish jest. 

. Religion b so necessary to the peace and wdfiue 
of mankind in the present life, smd gives sucN 
pleasing hopes widi re^)ectto fntmity, that even 
though the evidence of its truth were doubtful, a 
reasonable man would not find in his heart to nMx:k 
at it. On the contrary, he would feel a r^;ard to 
so benevolent a scheme, would examine it with 
attention, and would wish it might prove to be true« 
But for men who profess the t^ief of it^ to mock 
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Its most aolemn: parts — ^the dearth of a Saviour for 
the sins of men, hk sq>peanuice to judge the worlds 
and the final distribution of inwards and punkh-*' 
ments, is such madness and presumption, as we 
should not think men capable of» had there never 
been instances of the kind^ Such scofiers, die 
scripture foretelsy shall come in. the last days ;. 
but it desaibes tbem as walking aftertfaeir owa 
hmtSj and as having their consciences seared with- 
a hot iron. 

Yoa have seen what sins are included in tiie 
swearing which our Lord condemns. Attend a 
moment to some arguments* and considerations' 
suited ta dissuadie yoo fit>m all sms of this kind«^ 
The Aposdesays, ^^ Above all ^Mri^jw swear not.*^ 
He signifies that profane swearing b one of the 
greatest of all uns.. And so cer^iinly it is. Ris 
a direct insuk on Almighty God, a daring affront 
to his supreme majestfi an insolent defiance of hi$ 
justice and power ;. and a'wanton trifling widi one's* 
own salvation. 

It is a congestion of many sins, such as impi*^ 
€^ to God and contempt of his authority ; the a^ 
buse ol speech, that ^sidnginshing fiiculty of man,, 
snbelief in heart, a disre^rd to, if not a real dis^ 
belief of the providence, word and judgment of 
Grod In perjury th^e is always ^Usehocd and in- 
justice,, and often higher crimes ; there may be: 
murder. In the lower kinds of profimeness there 
is levity, passion,^ indecency,, rucbness and brutal* 
kyof manners. 

Profime language i»a sure evidence of a bad dis- 
position of mind It pisoceeds from* a stupid, athe- 
istical heart,, or from some mafigntat feeling. 

It tends to produce still greater hardness, toex* 
tinguishall reverence for God and sacred things^ 
and thus ta introduce all other sins. 
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It is of all sins the most pernicious in its conacs 
quences. Common profJEUieness leads to penmy^ 
and dius weakens the social security^ which de« 
pends much on the efficacy of oaths. 

Pro&nenesS) though unreasonable and without 
apparent temptation, is yet exceedingly infi^ctiotis. 
By this> one sinner destroys much gooid. 

The profane swearer is heaping guilt on his souL 
If for every idle word, which men speak, they must 
give an account, how heavy will be the account, 
luid how awful the punishment of that man, who 
daily multiplies his impious and profane wofds ! 

The case of such a man is the more dangerous, 
because he defeats the means of repentance. 
What avails it to tell a man of the wrath of God, 
when he has banished the fear of God from his 
mind ? What avails it to tell bim of death, judg^ 
ment and damnation, when he can familiarly im« 
precate these on himself and others ? What avails 
at to tell him of the evil and danger of this sin, 
when he can make a mock of all sin ? 

He who can trifle with the name and perfections 
of Gody can as easily laugh at reproof and admoni. 
^om Some great distress and imminent dauTCT may 
perhapa bring him to consideratibn ; but me calm 
methods of reason, argument and persuasion will 
have noefieat, in his ordinanr state, because he 
has fortified liimself against them. The peculiat 
ihngers of such sinners the Apostle more than in« 
timates, when he says, '^ Above alldiinga swea^ 
not, lest ye faU into condemnationn^^ 

God has declared, that he will not hold such 
persons guiltless, that he will be a swift witness 
against them, that he wiU send his curse upon them 
here, and execute dbtinguished punishment upon 
them hereafter. 

Let those who have accustomed themselves to 
this sin, consider the guilt they are bringing oo 
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their own souls, and the irreparable mischief . Aey 
are doing to the souls of others* Or if these con- 
siderations are too grave and serious ;^at least let 
them consider, how mych better they would be es- 
teemed, and how much more useful they would h!c 
in the world, if they would lay aside their impiety, 
and use only that sober, graceful and sound speechi 
which cannot be condemned. 

Let those who have escaped this iniquity, and 
particularly the young, realize the shamenuness and 
danger of it, and learn to look upon it with horror, 
and on flie persona, who practise it, with pi^« 
Let them shun all partipular connexions with the 
profane ; and if they are called into the company 
of such persons, keep their mouth i^th a bridle. 

Let your minds be impressed with a sense of 
your dependence on God. To obtain his favour 
and protection, prayer is necessary. But how ab- 
surd it is to mingle impiety and devotion together, 
to think of prevailing with God in your prayers^ 
while you defy him in vour ordinary language and 
behaviour ! Let all enaeavour, in their sevend pla- 
ces, as to forbear themselves, so to reform in oth* 
ers every kind of iniqiuty ; and this in particular, 
which the scripture so solemnly forbids and so aw- 
fully condemns — " Above all things,, my brethren, 
swear not, le^tye fall into condemnation ; for the 
Lord will come to execute judgment upon all, and 
to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodlUy 
committed, and of all the hard speeches whith 
lingodly sinners have spoken against him^ 
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SERMON XXIX. 

The importance of the present season^ ortheLbort 
of Semen nffwopen, and soon to be Jmti 

ACommoiittiScraioiv f!i«cl»d at New Y^t 9^. 
MATTHEW, TKXf. la 

jL OU doubtless remember tibe connexioi^ 
in which these words st^nd — a connexion, wfaieb 
'oup;htto awaken our earnest attention^ and deeply 
to impress our hearts. They are a part of the weU 
known panUe of the ten virgins, in which Christ 
represents to us the nature of the kingdom of nea* 
▼en, the terms of admission into it, and the charao 
terof those who shall be excluded* 

'* The kingdom of heaven is likened to ten vir- 
gins, that took their lamps and went forth to meet 
pie Ixidegroom," who, according to the custom of 
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the day, being to eonduct his bride home in thd 
nigiit, had lOTTted a number of j^ouftg female 
friends towakathid house^ and rejoice witfchitt* 
and his bride on their arrival. These guests^ on 
notice of his approach, were logo forth with light* 
ed lamps, to meet him on the itiad, aco(m|)an]^ 
Ittm home, and participate with him in the festivity 
prepared on the occasion. Some of these virgins, 
considering the uncertain hcmr of the bridegroom's 
arrival, ai^ not knowing how long they mvislwaiC 
for him, prudently took with them a supply of oif^ 
tfaaitthey mi^t keep their lanops burning. Thef 
ethers neglected this precantionw At midn^ghi th^ 
cry was made, ^^ Behold, the bridegroom Gotiieth i 
go ye out to meet him.'* Then the wise virgiiisv 
whose lamps still bvuned, though Mvy had slum- 
bered, arose and trimmed them, and went faKh. 
The foolish, finding their lamps expiring, coukt 
not ad-company their companions, but went anoth- 
er way to procure oik In the mean time, ^ bride* 
groom came» ** and they who v^re ready M^ntirt 
with him to the mamase, and the dDwr was jyEwf«'^ 
Wlmt became of the omers 7 They returned, and 
ealled on the bridegroom to open to themf. Bat il 
was too late. The hour was past ; none were maW 
tobeadmltied. He answered them, ^^ I know you 
not." 

As this parable Was designed to 3iustmte ihe^ 
kingdom of heaven, or the terms of our 3a(vatiQn,L 
it deserves our serious attention. 

The shutting of the door implies, that it hadF 
been open* There is a time, vmen the door of 
Christ's kingdom is open, and when they who 
coi¥ie, msTf be admitted. 

By the law of God the door of heaven is shut. 
This condemns those who continue not in all things 
written thereinto do them. As all have sinned^ 
ted, in constructi<m of law, wo&t are righteous. 
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da by that, the door is shut against a/// atid it c$» 
not be opened by any woncs which they do; 
by any prayers which they ofier; by any eflSxts 
which they make. 

But ^' Christ has set before us an open door. 
He openeth and no man shutteth; and when be 
shutteth, no man can open^'' He in oMt- behdf 
has obeyed the precepts md suffered the penalty of 
the law; and by his blood we have liberty to enter 
into the most holy place in that new and bving way^ 
which he has consecrated. Through him we may. 
draw near in the full assurance of &ith» and in the 
strong confidence of hope, that we shall obtain ad-> 
mittance into his heavenly kingdom, whither he 
has entered for us, as a forerunner. 
. But what are the terms of admittance f 

As we are transgressors of the law, we must 
come to the Saviour by repentance. 

The law is holy, just suad good ; we must con« 
demn ourselves, where that condenms us. We can- 
not be, received to favour, while we justify our 
transgressions and delight in our iniquities. ^' The 
]aw is a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ." It 
gives us a knowledge of our sms, and makes them 
appear exceedingly sinful ; and thus sliews us our 
weakness, and our dependence on divine mercy^ 
If .we seek pardon from the mercy of God, wc 
must feel and confess our desert of punishment. 
Application to mercy implies a conviction of per- 
sonal guilt. One who imagines, that he deserves 
no punishment, will not supplicate exemption firom 
it as a gift c^ grace, but wul demand it as a debt of 
justice. Repentance tlierefore is a necessary ccmi« 
dition of our acceptance. As Christ came to save 
sinners, so he came to call them to repentance. 
This, as a condition of salvation, is proposed, not 
by the law, but only by the gospel. As the law 
offers no i(»giveness, it makes no provision for re*' 
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pentahce*^ What it demand^ b perfection i and 
where this is wanting, its sfentence is absolute. 
Pardon comes in a way of grace, aiiid repentance 
is a cppfition of grace, not of law. 

If we would enter into the kingdom of heaven,' 
we must come in a way of /fliM. 
.. He^wlip depends not on ^ his own works, bu^ 
through Christ believes in -God as justifvmg thd 
unj^odiy^ lus fidth is impiited for righteousness, and 
accepted to justification. If pardon comes to xA 
fiiroughthe sacrifice of Cfirist, iftrough this skcri- 
free we^ must seek it. Our reliance tawit bie, hot 
on the excellence of former works, pi" thfe vi^lie of 
present repentance, but on the atonemetit and right* 
eousness of the Redeemfer, who was ih'dde ^tn fo^ 
us^ tiiat we niight be xtaade the^ riglifeoushesis of 
Opd in him., David, penitentiilly imploring the par- 
don of his sins, acknowledged, God. Alight jusH/ 
condeiTOihim. He pleaded no Worthiness of hii 
own, for he was deeply consbioili of &is gnilt, but 
feeJiumbl^ applied to God's a&ouhdini^ rti^rcy. 
** Have lAercy on me according to Ay lovinj|^ kiWd-^ 
net^„ according to the multitude 6t iky tender mer- 
cies blQt out my transgressions." " He described 
and ardently sought the blessedne^ of the man, t6 
whom God imputeth righteousness without Work^ 
Kiyinjg, BTessied is the man who^ iniquities are fdr« 

E**ven, whose sins are covered, Jtnd t6 whom tKb 
ord imputeth not sin.^' 

The way into heaven is purity of heart and ^^ 
*^ Without holiness no man slml sfee the Lord/' 
^' The grace of God, which birings salvation, teeth- 
es us to live soberly, righteously and godly, and 
^us to look for the blessed hope of salvation throu|^ 
Jesus Christ, who gave himselif for us, that he 
might redeem, us from iniquity, andpuri^ uiifo 
^unsefiTa peculiar peoj^le, zealous of go6d wOi'k'^.'^ 
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Purity of heart is implied in that repentance and 
faith, by which we first become interested in the 
promise of pardon ; and the effects of these graces, 
when opportimity Is given, are the works of holy 
obedience. We shew our faith by its good works, 
and our repentance by its correspondent fruits. 

The cliaracter of. those who shall enter into 
Christ's kingdom,ia iilustrated in this parable of the 
virgins, by the oil which the wise carried with 
them, and by their care to trim their lamps. We 
must have grace in our hearts, and keep this grace 
in exercise by a faithful attendance on the duties of 
religion. It is not merely lighting our lamps hy an 
external profession, that will entitle us to a place 
in Christ's house. The foolish virgins did this ; 
but they were shut out from the marriage feast. 
It is not calling Christ our Lord, and eating and 
drinking in his presence, which will secure our ac- 
ceptance. 'Many, at the last day, will plead as 
mucTi as this ; but will be rejected as workers of 
iniquity. No distinguished gifts wiH ensure a 
claim to heaven. Of some who can say, " In thy 
name we have cast out devils and done wonderful 
works," Christ will declare, "He never knew 
tliem." It is not an abstinence from the gross 
forms of vice, which qualifies men for the future 
reward. The sentence of final condemnation is 
grounded, not merely on acts of palpable injus- 
tice and profaneness, but on the want of benevo- 
lence and on the neglect of the duties of piety and 
charity. It is not an unexecuted resolution of re- 
pentance and obedience, which will open to tis the 
door of heaven. While the foolish virgins were 
"gone, in the hour of extremity, to buy the oil, 
which they ought to have procured before, and to 
have carried with them, the door was shut, no 
more to be opened. They only who had oi in 
their lamps, went in to tlie marriage. 
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This suggests to us another important oBserva? 
tion ; that the time is coming, when the door oT 
Christ's kingdom will be shut<r 

Against whom will it be shut ? — Against aU such 
characters, as are the reverse of those before describ- 
ed— against the unbelieving,, impenitent andwigpd- 

' It will be shut against infidelsy who have Heard 
and despised the ^>spel of salvation. They who 
know not God, and obey not' the gospel of his son, 
will be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord ; they will be cast into 
utter darkness, where is weeping and gnashmg of 
teeth.. 

It will be shut against hypoeriiesj who in words 
have confessed. Christy but in works have denied 
him, and who for worldly ends have assumed the 
form,, but denied the power of godliness. 

It will be shut against the workers of iniquity — all 
who have continued such, whatever pretensions 
they have made of re^d tatbe ^pspel ; for "the 
unrighteous shallnot mherit the kingdom of God." 

It will be shut against delayir^ sinners. To 
such the Lord will comein a time, when they look 
not for him, and will out them asunder and apw 
point them their portioa. ^vith unbelievers and hy;- 
pocrites. 

It will be shut against the despisers of God's 
worship a^d ordinances. Tiiese shall perish won« 
derfuUy. God will perform a work, which they 
would not believe, though one should declare it to 
them..^ Hence the caution given by the. Apostle, 
** Forsake not the assembling of yourselves togeth- 
er." — "He that despised Moses' lawj died without 
mercy; of how much sorer punishment shall he 
be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
tile sba of God." 
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If many, who have eaten and drunk in Christ's 
presence,' and heard him teach in their sti^eets, will 
be rejected, because fliey have been ^orkerS of 
iniquity, what wilj be the doqm of those, wTk) not 
only have been workers of iniquity, but have also 
treated with open cotitempt Christ's invitittions to 
hear him teach in their streets, and to eat and drink 
in his presence? These arc mockers, walkipgs^ier 
their ungodly lusts. ' ' 

But some will* ask, " Ought we to liear Chri^ 
teachi and to eat in his presence, while we are 
workers of iniquity ?** Invert the cjiiestion,^ and 
it is easily answered. " Ought we to work iniqui- 
ty, when we hear Christ teach, and while "we eat 
in his presence ? This is the true state of the ques- 
tion ; tod I dare say, you have already answered it. 
** Let every man, who names the name of Christ, 
depart from iniquity.** 

What is the tmie here referred to, when the door 
willbeshut^ ^ 

The judgment wfll shut the <Joor a^inst all iip- 
penitent siimers. '** Go^ has a])p6inied a day, in 
which he will Judge the world 'p\ righteousness.*' 
lesus Christ is ori&incd the judge. Of this God 
hasT given assurance by raising him from flie dead. 
He,' at the time appointed^ wul descend from heav- 
en with an innumerable company of angels ; will 
erect his tribunal in the air ; will ^tiher ajl nations 
before him ; wiir separate, by an exact trial^ the 
righteous from flie wicked ; will place the ftaroer 
on his right hand,' and the lattier on his left ; tl^e 
he will call to inherit the kingdom prepaml'for 
them ; these he will doom to that place of eveHast- 
!fig punishment, 'which was originally prpparcjj for 
thedevfl tod lijs ange^ He w ascend to 

his heavenly Jtingdorti, and all the righteous with 
him. And when they shall have eniered, **th*c 
door will be shut." And the wicked will be ex- 
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eluded. No arguments or intreaties willjprevajl 
Wi^ Kim to oj^h the door for tteir admission^ 
None can enter there, who are themselves defiled", 
orwho VoiiTd corrupt the purity or disturb the 
peace of the holy and happy inhabitants. " Bless- 
ttd are they who do God's commandments. *i*hley 
shall enter through the' gates into the city. Fot 
without are sorcerers, mdnderers and idolaters, an^ 
whosoever loveth and maketh a* lie." The words 
import, that if these vile characters were adniitted 
into heaven, no blessedness could be found there. 
^^ Blessed ix^ they who enter ^ for the filthy and a- 
bomihable are wi^Aow/." ■* ' ' 
'' I)eaik will shut the door agdnst all, who, at 
that momentous period, are found impenitent iu 
their sins. **^ R is appointed to mian once to cUe, 
and? M^r this the jiidgriifent. " ' BetWeen these sol- 
emn events^ ther6 i* no probation. There i^'no 
work in the grave. I)eath will therefore be as decx- 
iiye oi" every man's eternal state, as will'be thejudg* 
ipept.' ' From "thai moment the door wijl be stiiit. 
The great gulf,' which is fixed between paradise, 
and the plate of torments, cannot be passed^ Tl^e 
rich sinner in the parable could hot astend to para- 
dise, "and, being in despair,^ he'tiid' not even pro- 
pose it; nor' could Lazarijs descend to the rich 
mail's dreary aboiji^, even though it were pnljrto 
c^rrv him thp small refreshment of a drop of wa- 

^r.'' ' " "' ' " ' . ^. >■ 

' Yea, the scrmture gives us Reason to believe, 
that the door of mercy may, in some cases, be 
shut before death. God's spirit will not alwajrs 
gtriye With men. Wl^eii this finally departs, diere 
IS no repentance, and no p^don. The scripture 
spea^cs ctf sbnie, wlio arp hardened through the dp- 
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day^ the things, Vhich belong to our peace^ lest 
they be hidden from our eyesj' 

Our subject demands a most serious attention* 
If you hope, that you are of that happy number, 
ivhom Jesus, when he comes, will admit into his 
kingdom, enquire, whether your hope is well 
founded. The foolish virgins had the same hope ; 
but against them the door was shut. Do you pos- 
sess the qualifications, which entitle you to admits 
tance, while the door is open ? Have you that pen* 
Itence of soul for sin, that faith in the divine Sav- 
iour, that habitual purity of hearty by which you 
can appropriate the promise of eternal life? Are. 
your hearts attempered to the gospel, and your liv.es 
governed by it? Perhaps you can look back to a 
time, when, you think, you received die grace of 
iChrist, and presented yourselves as chaste virgins 
to him. The foolish virgins could do the same. 
But they were deceived. They imagined, they 
had oil enough in their lamps to keep tli^ bumuig^ 
till the bridegroom came. But they slept, and their 
lamps went out The oil in them evaporated, and 
there was no supply in their vessels. Smce you 
lighted your lamps at God's.altar by a good profes. 
sion, have you kept them burning ? While the 
bridegroom has tarried, have you waited and watch- 
ed for hb arrival ? Have you faitlifuUy attended to 
the duties, which he gave you in charge ? If he 
should come this day, or this night, would he find 
you doing his will, and ready to go in with him ta 
his feast ? 

It concerns all to live under an impression of 
the uncertainty of life. There is a door of hope 
now open ; but the time is near, when it will be 
shut. They who are ready will be admitted into 
the house of the great kin^ ; others will be exclud- 
ed. When death has shut the door, it will no 
more be opened. 
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We are now beginning a new year. God^s mer- 
cy has held open me door, and invited us to come 
in, and his patience has waited till this day. The 
invitations of mercy have been urged and pressed 
upon us by solemn warnings. We have seen 
death t)ften near us. Can we review the past year, 
and say, " We have stood with our loins girded^ 
and our lamps burning, and, in the faithful per- 
formance of the work appointed us, have waited 
our Lord's coming ?" 

The door is open still, and still the coll of mer- 
cy is continued. Let us lay hold on the hope set 
before us. What may be the events of tfcie year 
now begun, is a matter hidden from human fore- 
sight. As there have been in the year past, so 
doubtless there will be in the year to come, many 
removals from among us to the invisible world. 
And who can say, his own departure, is not at 
hand ? Let us this day take a review of life, re- 
pent of every sin, commit ourselves to the Saviour, 
and make a solemn dedication of ourselves to him. 

Ye who are young, consider your ways, and 
turn your feet into £e paths of wisdom. This 
you will find to be pleasantness and peace. Prom- 
ise not yourselves many years to come. You know 
not what this may bring forth. If you have not 
begun the religious life, begin it with the year — ^be- 
gin it today. " If you desire many days, that 
you may see good, keep your tongue from evil, and 
your lips from speaking guile ; depart from -evil 
and do good ; seek peace and pursue it. The face 
of the Lord is against them that do evil, but his 
eyes are upon the righteous." And come, my 
friends, come soon, come before another commu- 
nion, and, joining yourselves to the Lord in a per* 
petual covenant, seal this covenant at his table. 
Thus you will confirm your pious resolutions — thus 
you will encourage and excite one another to love 
and good works. 
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Sonic o^ us ?ire how about to sit down it fi« 
Lord's table. Here we aite ^o renew the covenaiat, 
which we have before made. Let us db it in sin- 
cerit7» and be sted/ast in the coveiiant wiach we 
here renew. We hope, that a door is open fot us, 
and that we have secured an entrance into it. Let 
us bv abounding in the virtues of the Christian chiair- 
acter make our caUing sure^ that so we may never 
iall, but an entrance ma^ be ministered t6 us abun^ 
dai^thr into the everlasting kingdom <i our Lord 
«id Saviour Jesiis Chrii^ 
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Death inevitable, but the time and manner unhurtvni 

ECCLES. is. uu 

Ar man also kmnveA nai his time ; as ike fishes thai are taken im 
nneviinet, and the Urds thai are caughi in the snare, so are 
ike sans fi^ men soared in otseM timet when it ftUkth suddenly 

XNO advioe can be more importaiity or 
founded in better reason^ than that which Solomoii 
gives in the words a little before the text. *^ What- 
soever thy hand findedi to do, do it with thy 
mighty for there b no wort, nor device, nor jknowl- 
«dge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou go« 
est." The present is the proper season to cultivgle 
reli^oiis knowledge, to acquire heavenly wisdom, 
to do good to mankind, and to secure the happiness 
ef immortality ; for we are all hastening to the 
grave, which will forever terminate our snort and 
uncertain space of probation. No woiidly interests 
or designs should divert our attention from the con« 
cems of the future life ; for every thing relating to 
this world is small in its importance, aiid uncertain 
in its issue. ^^ The race is not to the awift, nor tho 
Vol. I. Y y 
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battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor rich« 
c^ to men of understanding, nor favor to men of 
skilU" If we make some good progress, and have 
a fair prospect of success in our temporal pursuits, 
yet in the midst of them we may tail ; for life is al- 
w^ays uncertain. We cannot know the day or the 
hour, when death will arrest our progress and break 
our purposes. ^^ Man knoweth not his time ; as 
&e fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the 
birds that are caught in the snare, so are the sons of 
men snared in an evil time, when it falleth sudden- 
ly upon them.'* What foUy — ^what presumption is 
it, then, to neglect or postp<nie the migfaQr interests 
of the future world in regard to the precarious and 
trifling interests of the present ? 

The several truths suggested in our text, though 
toolitde contemplated, are too obvious to be deni- 
ed, and too serious to be neglected. 

The Preacher remarks. The uncertainty of the 
ftW of death ; " Man knoweth not his time." 

The secret manner of its approach ; ^^ As the fish* 
es are taken in an evil net." 

The impossibility of deHverance^ when the snare 
fidls; ^^ As the binls are caught in the snare, soare 
the sons of men snared." 

The suddenness of death ; '' The snare fiOleth 
suddenly upon them." 

The evil time when the snare fidls ; ** The sonsf 
of men are snared in an evil time." 

L Solomon here reminds us, that the time of ev- 
ery man's death is uncertain to him ; ^' Man knaW'^ 
eth not his time." 

There are some circumstances relative to death, 
which every man fully knows. 

He knows the certainty of it. He has no moie 
doubt, whether he shall die, than whether he now 
exists. However averse he may be to the thoughts 
of death, he never calls in question the events 
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This is made certain by the irreversible judg-^ 
tneni of Godj expressly declared in his wordr^ 
That sentence on Adam» • ^ Dust thou art, and un- 
to dust thou shalt return," is a sentence on the 
whole human race* Hence the Apostle says, 
" Judgment is coHfc on all men to condemnation... 
In Adam all die. By him sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin, and so death passes upon all 
men.'* 

It is also made certain m the corpse of providence:^ 
" What man is he that liveth and shall not sec 
death ?" The world, we know, has existed for sev-r 
eral thousands of years ; it has all along been peo- 
pled by human beings, and<hese have sul been mor« 
tal. Look around* Where will you find any of 
those who were bom a century ago ? They zre 
mimbered with the dead. Innumerable are those, 
who have gone down to the grave ; and every man 
is drawing after them. What has been the uniform 
course of nature, without deviation, for nearly 
six thousand years past, will be its course in years to 
come« And we may as well expect perpetual day, 
or unchanging summery as hope that we shall live 
forever and not see (feathi 

As death itself, so also the nearness of deaths is 
eertaim This is what all acknowledge, and what 
men in all ages have generally complained of. Set 
venty or ei^ty years, which now bring us to old 
age, is a short term, compared with the duration of 
the world. It is.nothing compared with the dura- 
tion which is to follow. "Thou hast made my 
days an hand-breadth,'' says David, " my age is as 
nothing before tiiee.. Verily, every man, at his best 
state, is altogether vwiity^'* 

As we know death to be certain and near, so wc 
know, it will be a most solemn change, when it 
comes» How great the change will be, we cannet 
explain ; but wc know it wiB be great. We see- 
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enough to ccmvince us of this ; and we heBeoe 
Qiore than we can see. 

If we look on the body^ we 9ee an a:Bfectiiig alter* 
ation* Strength, beauty, sensatkHi, actiTity, mo 
tion are gone ; and that, in which these qua&dc« 
just now resided^ is nothio^ but a» unanimated himp 
cji matter, soon to be deposited in die dust, and 
there to moulder away and be forgotten* When 
we view this earth on which we tread, it seenas al- 
most incrediUe, that matter taken from this gross 
mass should be mouUed into man. When we ooiw 
template man, in all the beauty and sprj^tliaess ot 
health, it seems a3 incredible, that what we see of 
the man should be reduced to earth. And yet bolb 
^re truthjs, which cannot be denied^ At death '^ tbe 
dust returns to the earth as it was.'' 

This, however, is but a siaaU part of the change, 
which death make& The immwtal spirit, ro« 
dislodged from the body, passes^ to smother world— 
II world $0 different from this, that we can form but 
little concei>ti<m of it. There it is adjudged to a 
9tate of retribution, of which there wiU be no end* 
The nature of this retribution will be agreeable to 
the temper and character of each soul, when it quits 
the body. 

The certainty, nearness and solemnity of death 
we know. But no man knows the IJm« of it. This 
is in God's hands, and is known cmly to him« He 
reveals it not to mortals in any other way, than by 
the event itsel£ What we luiow, is important to 
be known, that we may be seriously affected with 
our condition, and zealously excited to our duty. 
What we know not, is necessaiy to be concealed, 
that we may neither be unfitted for the common du- 
ties of life by the immediate apprehensions of death, 
nor emboldened to the n^lect of the special duties 
of religion by the assurance of years to con^ie* 
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The coaUnuance of life depends on God's pre. 
serving influence* When titts is withheld, we di^ 
How long he will continue it, he hs^ not reveakd toi 
us, nor can we, in our ordioacy 8iti»tQ, n)ak^«ny 
probable conjecture about it 

We know not in what siag^ oi tife, we must de« 
part They whp are advanced in age, know that 
^ey Bh3k not difs youi:^. But there is no period^ 
in which we cap be sure Qf reaching the period, 
which next succeeds — ^ao stage in which, we caa 
be confident of w arrival to tluit which Ilea forward 
on theroad» 

Multitudes die mi^/2m^ ^^ Death coigns ovec 

those who have not sbned, as well as over those 

who have sinned* after the similitttde of Adam's 

transgression*'' When we see infants removed bjr 

dea^ we naturally enquire, why they should be 

sent into the world, if ttey must be called away be* 

iore they have done any good, or answered my of 

^ ends of a rational exbteoce ? But we ought to 

remember, that the sovereign and aU-wise Creator 

can mak^ their existence subservient to his own pur* 

poses, in ways of which we have no conoeptioo* 

There are also some obvious ends, which their tran* 

sient life and early death are well adapted to serve. 

Hereby we are sensiU^ taught some inqx>rtant les* 

sons, which we could not so weli learn from other 

deatjIiSv or from the more ordinary dispensations of 

providence. We have here a plain demonstration 

of the great evil of sin ; of the divine displeasure 

agmst it ; and of the universal prevalence of the 

origkal curse, which immediately followed the a- 

postacy* Here we are warned not to place an im- 

loodexate confidence in, and aflb:tion upon any 

ti^uig below the heavens ; but to direct our supreme 

remrds to an immutable, alLsufficient Being. 

^ut is it not hard, that these little unofiending 
•features should su&r so great an evil as death f 
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Wc, surely, who have experienced the csdaml^ 
ties and temptations of this troublous and ensnar- 
ing world, cannot suspect that in their early remov- 
d hence, an injury has been done them. Shall- 
we not rather think it a privilege, that these ten- 
der shoots are transplanted into the heavenly para- 
dise, where they will escape the rude blasts of our 
inclement region, and grow up under a milder sky ? 

Some, who survive the stage of iitfancy, die in- 
childhood and youth. *^ They come forth like a 
flower and are cut down ; they flee as a shadow, 
and continue noU" **They are as the green herb; 
as the grass on the house top, as com blasted before 
it is grown up. In the morning they flouri^ ; be- 
fore noon they are cut down and withered.*' While 
they display many hopeful talents, which flatter the 
fond expectations of friends ; while health wantons 
in their veins, vi^ sparkles in their eyes-, activi- 
ty sports in their hmbs, and the springs of life are 
foil and flowing ; while their worldly prospects are 
bright and enchanting, and every thing promises a- 
happy succession of years, they fall the victims of 
dire disease or of violent casualty, and leave their 
disappointed friends to mourn their blasted hopes, 
and withered joys. 

Do you ask, why the young arc thus snatched 
away ? It is to teach surviving youths the necessi- 
ty of early religion. If none died in this period^ 
none in this period would expect to die* And flat- 
tered with the hope of long life, many, perhaps 
most, would neglect the concerns of their souls^ 
till they were hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. It is to teach parents the importance of a sea- 
sonable attention to the religious education of their 
children. If no parents were deprived of children^ 
all might expect their children to survive them. 
And few, perhaps, would feel their obligation to 
assist their children in the great work of prepara- 
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fion for eternity. But taught hj the deaths of oth« 
er youths, how uncertain are their oppcHtunities 
to counsel and instruct their own, they will speak 
a word in season — a word which under such soften- * 
ing providences, will be heard with attention, and 
felt with unusual sensibiUty. Few parents^ who 
have lost a child suddenly, will say, tiiey are per- 
fecdy satisfied with their conduct towards thb child* 
There are few, under such a trial, but who caa 
think of some errors or omissions, which t^ey wish 
they could rectify or recall. The parent who hears 
of a youthful death in another family, should real- 
ize the mortality of his own children, and enquire, 
what omissions he has been guilty of, and wh^ du- 
ties remain to be done. What he finds to do, let 
him do speedily, for there b no device in the graven 

Some die in JuU strength. Their mountaio, 
when it seemed to stand strong, is suddenly over- 
turned. When they are full of worldly cares, their 
purposes are broken. While a numerous &mihr 
are leaning upon them, they sink, go down to tlie 
pit and make their rest in the dust. 

But why are those called away, who are so use- 
ful in life, and whose removal makes so many un- 
happy ? It is to teach all not to trust in man, whose 
.breath is in his nostrils ; but to trust in God widi 
whom is everlasting strength. 

Some die old and Jull of days^ worn out with in* 
firmities, weary of life, and perhaps a burden to 
friends. 

Few ask. Why these die ? They rather ask. Why 
such should live ? It is to teach the young tp re- 
member their Creator before this evil day comes. 
. It is to admonish all to provide the comforts of re- 
• ligion against the time when worldly comforts will 
desert them. It is to prove the gratitude and be^ 
nevolence- of children in attending to those from 
whom they have received a thousand ^vors. . It ifli 
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Afit Ae jigfd may gloitff God by podenee, ml 
can down btessmga on the world by their ptiyers* 

Since the time of death is so various^ n^ nun 
can know his own time» Hence it » the wis* 
do«i cf every one to be always ready. ** Let your 
loin^ be girded about*'' says our Loitl^ ^' and youf 
ligbts burning, and ye yourselves like unto vdi^ 
fnio wait for ^Ir Lord, that when he cometh and 
knocketh) they may o^ca to him immediately. 
Blessed are those seryants, whom die Lord^ when 
he oometfa, shall find watdiing« And if he come 
in the second watch, or come in the third watch^ 
and find them so, blessed are those servants/' 

We proceed to our next observation. 

IL Death often approaches men in a jiM^rtUMw- 
ptctcd manner* 

^' As the fishes are taken in an evil net, and the 
birds caught in die snare ; so are the sons of men 
Miared in an evil time." While those thoughtless 
creatures are spcMting in their respec^e eiements, or 
seeking their food as nature directs Ihern^ suddenhr 
they are entangled in die hidden snare. So it is 
^th die sons of men. There areas many nets and 
snares for us, as for them. And we are as blind to 
<mr dangers as diey. Let the fisherman, when he 
drops his hook or stretches Ins net ; let the sports- 
man, when he levels his tube or sets his smire, re- 
member, there may be a net spread and a snare set 
<ror him. While he wishes, that the thoughdess 
fish or silly fowl may be caught in his snare, let him 
beware, lest he himself, as incautious as they, M 
into a snare more fatal ; the snare of temptation and 
•sin. Death often sets hb snares in places where 
we think no danger. He may make our employ- 
ments, our amusements, our refirshm^ts, our 
comforts, the nets in which to tgkc us» The air 
"which we breathe may be charged with some pesti- 
lential quali^. The food wh^ we eat, may bgr 
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txieans of some aoxious ingredient, or some pecu- 
Imr state of the body>. oj^rate to our destruction. 
The blood, which is the fife, and which distributes 
health through the body, may become the vehicle 
of death. An unseen accident may obstruct the 
circulation of the blood, the dilatation of the lungs^ 
or seme other movement of this complicated ma- 
<^ine. Immoderate exertion in our labor, or an 
unnatural position in our sleep may derange the sys- 
tem. Images painted on the scene of fancy in 
sleep, may decoy or affiight us to some fatal action* 
Common occurrences, such as we have met with, 
safety a thousand times, may, under peculiar cir^ 
eurastances, prove disastrous. Death may attendt 
us in our walks and in our fields, may follow us to 
our diversions, or our bed chambers ; and by a 
hidden and unsuspected stroke finish our course* 
The ejuth ; ihe water ; the air ; the clouds ; cold 
and heat ; storms and winds ; the fire which warms . 
lis ; the houses which shelter us ; the beasts which 
serve us ; the business which supports us ; the 
pleasures which amuse us, may m their various 
Ways become the means of our death. The pesti- 
lence walks in darkness ; we see not its approach* 
Casualties lie in ambush, and spring upcm us un- 
suspected. Were our senses so acute, or oui; 
knowledge so perfect, that we could be apprized of 
all the dangers which attend us, we should be in 
continual mrm ; there would be terror om every 
side ; we could neither lie down in peace, nor .go 
abroad without anxiety. It is a mercy, diat God 
hides from us many of our dangers ; else we could 
neither possess our minds in patience, nor perform 
our duty with cheerfulness, nor use the gifts of 
providence with delight. 

Lest, however, we should fall into an indolent 
security, God b pleased, now and then, to wfth- 
4raw the curtain, and show us how near death I^s 

Vol. I. Z z 
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been to us, and how narrowly we esaipcd bis 
power. He now and then brings us into visible 
danger, and brings us out unhurt. He now and 
then subjects us to painful wounds, under circum* 
stances which threatened no danger, to teach us 
that we are always dependent ; tl^t we have our 
being in him ; diat when he gives quietness, 
none can make trouble ; but when he hides hb &ce, 
none can behold him. 

lU. Our next observation is, that when the 
snares of death fell on the sons of men, there is no 
way of escape. This Solomon intimates, when be 
compares the' manner of their death to the capture 
of fishes and birds in a net. 

" No man hath power over the spirit to retsdn the 
spirit, neitfier hath he power in the day of death.** 
We may for a time use means with success for our 
own, or our friends' preservation. But die fatal 
hour will come, when no means can be applied, or 
none will avail. ** What mart is he that Uveth and 
shall not see death ? Shall he deliver his soul from 
the hand of the grave ?*' " There is not a man, who 
can by any means redeem a brother,^' a companion, 
a child, or even himself, ** that he should live for- 
ever and not see corruption.** Not only the foolish 
and simple, the rash and incautious, but also great 
and wise men die, go to the generation of their &- 
thers, and return no more to see the light. Our times 
are in God's hands ; the bounds which he has ap- 
pointed, we cannot pass. 

' Des^th often seizes mortals in such a manner, that 
neither they, nor those around them, have means, 
opportunity or ability to attempt their preservation. 
The means may be out of their reach, or out of 
their mind ; or the attack may be so violent, or so 
sudden, as to prevent the application, or defeat the 
success of them. When death makes a more 
gradual approach, the ordinary means of preserving 



Digitized 



by Google 



JTit time of Death unhtown. 37^ 

life may be, and soon wili be unavailing ; for these 
are designed in providence, not to perpetuate, but 
only to prolong life for a season. The tabernacle in 
iviiicfa the soul resides, will soon be broken down 
by disease or casualty, or worn out by use or age. 
Then no meaas can repair or restore it. While 
ihe body remains a proper receptacle for the soul, 
and a suitable instrument of its operations, the soul 
cannot depart fronvit ; longer tlmn this, it cannot 
stay. Death does not property consist in the retire- 
ment of the rational soul from the body. K it did^ 
who would die ? Would not tlie soul, which has a 
natural attachment to the body, abide with it ? Or 
how would beasts die, which have no rational soul T 
There is a- previous <fissolution of the principal 
parts of the body, and a consequent cessation of its 
necessary functions. Then no man canr retam the 
spirit r no art of med^ine can restore the brokeu 
frame ; no ailments can persuade the retiring soul 
to remain, ft is God wha takes away the spirit ; 
and when he takes away, who can hinder him ? It 
is he who brings down to-the grave-; and when he 
brings down, who can raise himself up ? 

Let it further be considered^ that as there is no 
escape from death in thb world', so for the guilty 
there is no escape from punishment in the next; 
Death, whenever it comes, terminates the day of 
probationv They who die impenitent, die in tneir 
Mns— under the guilt of all the sins, which they 
hare committed,, and under the power of all the 
ungodly lusts which they have indulged^ and'all the 
vicious habits which they have contracted; and 
they who are unri^teous and filtlnr, will be so stilL 
Th^re is no work m the grave When death has 
done its work, sinners wiU have no power to recall 
their iniquities and cancel their guilt ; to do the 
works which they have neglected; to counteract 
&e m effects of their corrupt example and vaia 
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conrersation ; toobtamthemercyof Godfa^ pr^^ 
^ ; to prevent the sentence of condemnatjon^ or 
$ee from the wrath to come. 

Let not the strong man glory in his streng^ nor 
the young man iolus youth. They are no leas tx* 
posed to death than the sickly and the aged. The^ 
time is coming, when they can make no resistance 
%o the king of terrors^ nor escape from the j^wa of 
^e crave- 
Now the patience of God waits on you ; salva* 
tion is brought near to you ; the teims of it are bad 
Wore y ou» There is a space of repentance ; there 
i^ £ree access to the throne of grace. Goy pour out 
jour hearts iii God^s presence ; seek him mdnle h^ 
|nay be found, and call upon him while he is near. 
if you neglect to call upon him now, liioll he hear 
your cry when trouble comes ? He calls to you; If 
you will not hear, you also may call and not be 
heard, when distress and an^^uish come upon you« 
If the snares of death surprize you in your guilt, 
l^e pains of hell^ will next compass you ^bout. 

It is amazing to think, that rational creatiiresy 
whose eternal salvation is depending, and whose 
opportunity to secure it b ^ort^ should spend their 
time as thousands do. How lamentable^ that diQ 
season allowed them for the work of their sakration 
should be prostituted to foU^ and guilt» Q» be jf 
wisfe and understand ; consider your end ;. number 
your days, and apply your hearts to wisdom. 
. We will here intermit our subject, and resiuDO 
it on another opportunity* 
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SERMON XXXL 

Death ojien sudden^ mdm an e&U ikm. 

tCCLES. ix. ^ 

At ma% afio ihotoet A nbf Mr ftme ; <m (4^ JUhek ikaf aretahatim- 
MH eM net, an^tktkMkthat aft eakghi im the. euAre^ mo «n» 
the s^m of mm Mqr^i m-ot^wit iiM, wket^ u JklUA ^^Abti^ 

. iffotn-tkenu 

X HESE wosdfi, as we have silready ob« 

served^ suggest to us. The uncertaintg of tbe 

4im^ of our dcatlu 

The ^tf^tf f matmeif of its approach. And 

Tbe in^mbiUtt/ qf escape^ when the snare £Jh» 

XV. ThenesBttiiing^bere suggested, is ihtsud^ 

4onne^ of death. '* The snaiietoUeth suddenly up* 

There iu?e several senses^ in which deatb mxf^ 
be called' wdd^n. 

1« It is sudden^; when it sur{Hises morti^ vn^ 
^aU previous rtkummg ; or at a time, when thejc have 
DO' special reason to expect it. 

We have ^tTii^j/ yearning of death at ail tames; 
9ot there are cases in which it comes widKMit pair«i 
ticular notice, either irom the s^te of the body ^ or 



Digitized 



by Google 



<89 Tlte sfuUenness of Death. 

from visible external circumstances. Such are 
most cases of casualty by falls, wounds^ lightning 
and drowning. Besides cases of this kind, there are 
many diseases, whose &tal effects are as sudden and 
inevitable as lliose of casualty. From one cause 
and another a considerable proportion of mankind 
die in a manner, which we call sudden. They are 
taken as the fishes are caught in a net, and the birds 
in a snare. Among my own people about one eigh- 
teenth part of die deaths have been by casual^^ 
though not all these instantaneous ; and many have 
died as suddenly by disease* 

Undoubtedly one principal reason, nrfiy provi- 
dence appoints so many sudden deaths is, that alt 
may hold themselves in readiness. If no deaths 
were sudden, none would be expected. If all were 
sudden, they would become too familiar to produce 
any moral effect. Who more regardless of deaths 
than soldiers in an army ? And who see more sud« 
den deaths ? In the ordinary course of providence, 
deaths are diversified in a manner well adapted to a« 
waken mens* attention to, and preparation for thcSr 
own. This is the language of scripture and of rea« 
son ; " Boast not thyself of tomorrow, for thou know- 
est not \rtiat a day may bring forth." " Go to, ye 
who say, Today or tomorrow, we will go into such 
a city, and continue there a year, and buy and seB 
and get gain ; whereas ye know not what shall be 
on the morrow ; for what is your life ? It is even 
a vapour, which continueth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say. If 
the L(M-d will^ we shall live and do this or that. But 
now ye rejoice in your boasting. All such rejoic- 
ing is evil." The folly of such boasting our Lord 
reproves in the parable of the rich man, who, hav- 
ing laid up goods for many years, said to his soul^ 
^.' fake thine ease, eat drink and be merry ;" But 
in the midst of his flattering and delusive prospects^ 
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lie recciyed the solemn sentence of approaching 
death. " This night shall thy soul be required of 
thee.*' We are commanded to watch, because we 
know not the hour when our Lord will come. 

2. Death, though gradual in its real approach, 
may be sudden in reg^ixi to the work of preparation. 

To accomplish this effectually, there must be a 
review of life, an examination of heart, an atten* 
tion to the calb and promises of the Gospel, a sor- 
row for and resolution against sih, and a humble 
application to the mercy of God through the Savi- 
our, who died to redeem a guilty race. In order 
to such exercises, there must be reason in the head, 
calmness in the mind, and sensibility in the heart. 
But how common is it that disease extinguishes 
tliem all, and introduces delirium, distress or stu« 
pidity. 

Besides ; In those capable of consideration, the 
thoughts often take an unhappy turn. When they 
view eternity opening before them, and reflect on 
their past abuse of divine grace and patience, their 
consciences are afiighted at the magnitude of their 
guilt, and their souls amazed at the nearness of their 
danger. And though they see their dependence on 
God's mercy, they hardly dare to place confidence 
in it, or make application to it. While they suffer 
God's terrors, they are distracted. 

3, The scripture speaks of some, " who, after 
their hard and impenitent heart, treasure up wrath 
against the day of wrath,'' — of some, " who in the 
greatness of their folly go astray, are holden in the 

cords of their sins, and die without instruction," 

of some, " who being often reproved harden their 
necks, and are destroyed suddenly and without rem- 
edy." 

Kow there is little more reason to hope for the 
repentance of such persons in a time of sickness, 
than for the repentance of tliose who are remov- 
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ci ty a vkfleiit casualty. Could the suiiier be as- 
sured tihat death, when it came, woiiia approach 
him with lingering steps, he could from lience dra1#' 
no reasonatfe encouragement for the delay of re- 
pentance, unless he coilld also be assured of a sound 
mind, a tendfcr heart, andasuppor&ighope. 

Death is always sudden, when it is unexpected^ 
To them who Ciy, Peace and safety, sudden de- 
struction comes. Sodom had warning, but did 
not regard it ; thetefcMre it is said to have been de- 
stroyed stiddenly, as in a moment. It is not Are 
previous notice of an event, but attention to that no- 
lice, which prevents a surprize. You dewecate 
a sudden death. Tell me, why ? You say, Because 
this will allow you no time for preparation. Be- 
ware then, lest you make your death sudden hpr 
neglecting preparation, while you have time* It is 
not the manner in which death comes, but the 
maimer in which you live before it comes, that 
endangers your souls. If you live in the tempv 
and practice of religion, a sudden death cannot 
hurt you. If you live in the opposite temper and 
practice, a slow death vj^ill not secure you. 

You say, you wish for warfting of dealh by pre- 
vious sickness, that you may prepare fcr death by 
sincere repentance. But for this great woA, is not 
health better than sickness — reason better than dis- 
traction — ease better than pain ? Attend then to the 
work, while you have these advantages. When you 
say, sickness may be a useful warning of dea&, 
you acknowledge death to be certain, and prepara- 
tion necessary. And what warning do you need ? 
Why do you wish to be painfully admonished of an 
event which you already know, when that v6ty ad- 
monition which you wish for, will place you un- 
der great disadvantages, for the work which you cdn- 
template ? Improve the warnings which you have, 
ahd the other will not be needful. If you neglect 
the former, tlie other, I fear, will come in vam. 
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If yoti knew, you were to live a given time ; say 
three or four years, would you pray, that some of 
the hst montlu of that time might pass in pain of 
body, and anguish of mind f Noi You would 
think it more deniable to enjoy health to the last, 
that you might be in a better capacity to prepare for 
death. And is it not iar the same reason, equally 
desirable to enjoy health to the last, though you 
know not how long you shall live ? Be wise, attend 
to your duty, and you need not fear a sudden death. 
It is your own folly, which makes the last severe 
warning needful ; and the same f<41y may defeat the 
warning, when it is given. The blessedness of 
Christ's servants depends not on the time of his 
comings but on the manner of their waiting. He 
may come, when they think not; but if, when he 
comes, he shall find diem doing his will, all is well ; 
he wiU approve them as faithful^ and pronounce 
tfiem happy. The only way to prevent death from 
bemg sudden, is to live every day in readiness for 
it. 

V. Our hA observation is, that the snare of 
death falls on some in an evil time^ 

1. Death comes in an evil time to those, whom it 
finds too deeply immersed in the cares of the world. 

We cannot entirely disconnect ourselves with the 
world, until we go out of it. We have bodies to 
sustain, families to support and friends to serve. 
Every man has, or ought to have some honest call-* 
ing, and in this to abide. It is a precept of the 
gospel, ^^ Study to be quiet, and do your own bu- 
siness." A man who is not attentive to some bu- 
siness of his own, is seldom quiet himself, or con- 
tent to leave others so. We must not imagine, that 
abstraction firom the occupations of the world is 
necessary to our preparation for heaven. No man 
goes to heaven in idleness. This is a vice in itself, 
and a source of many other vices. But our Sav^ 
^ Voi. I. A a a - 
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iour caiutipps i}^ '^ Lel^ n(Bt your \mx^ be ^)Hr- 
clmrged with the pares of diis world, an4 tliptfemt- 
folivess of riches, lest ^ djijtif tlie JLonA €MM vp^oa 
you miawaires ; £br as ^ mai^ sh^ it€Oiilp oa^ow 
\i^h.o dwell oa the earth." The Apo^ mstniou 
\9S, thgt we mu^ not so oaie for the liikigs of tbct 
world, but that we nis^ attend on the L^ord widtout 
distraction. Wen^Dsthave^^ecdl^c^Hre^; fapnUaoC 
er cumber ourselves wi)th ^uch a wf ighti nor ^s« 
tract ourselves with si^ch a loultip&ci^ of cepes^ 
a> shaU absorb our thoughts, en^Os^ oi» time, and 
fill our minds with temporal anxieties \ ftur thtiA wcr 
^liaU either shut out the special dutiea of pi^, or 
attend upon them, in a heartier, ha^, Wftttfioia} 
manner. £iren good Christians aie ijonaerimcg too 
much swaJObowed up in the concerns, of ^ pf^eseaft 
][ife. At such times they are jnot )b the bett pi«pa«< 
fatiojn to pass to the other worUL They hare net 
HQ bright evidence of their title to heaven, as thejr 
woujkl choose, nor are they in the best frame fcr cik 
tering into a world entirely different from this. Jf 
the^ viewed death as just at hand, tbeynrauld $et 
their houses and their he$Mts ia order, and c^ op a 
uxore devojut and s^ilual firame. If dfii^ should 
$urpri^ them in this negligent and .di$ordl»iDd.st»l^ 
i); would coipe m an evil time. It is the vrndma of 
tibe Christiao, while he is diligeatia thedulfe&of 
his QsJUjig, to watch a^inst the ensnaring inteenoe 
of eartWy objects; while he Uvea in the wwid^ to 
Uve above it^ while he emplogrs his haodsinita 
w:prks, to keep his heart pure from ils^polhitioBs. 
'' The endof allthin^is ait hand^ beyie.adbc* 
and: watqh wto prayer.'^ " The time ia abort ; bnjr 
as if ye possessed not, and use the world as not a# 
busing it." ^' Let your moderatictt be kiKiwn uoto 
all men ; tlie Lord is at hand#'' 

2. Death comes in an evil time to those, who are 
ragag^ iu tlie pkosures and anameawaU of tkft 
•world. 
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fiowtevcr teidttnt w^ iway suppose comAnori di- 
l^ersKms to bi^> when used seasonably and moder- 
ately, yet nottfe* WouIdJ ohoose to be employed bI^ 
fkem a(( the hour when death approaches* If they 
be not inconsistent with the habitual temper of pie- 
ty, (and we cannbt say that they are) yet at lekst, 
While they last, they aife incompatible with thoae 
devoot sentiit^nte and feelings wteh which we 
should choose to pass from, this to another world ; 
and it is^weU, if they leave not on the mind a cold^^ 
ness to the pleasures of religion. The good Christ 
tian, wherever he may be, is: near to heaven. But 
who had not rather pass from his closet than from a 
bafiroom— -from tiie sanctuary dian from a hotel-— 
from the hun^ble exercised of devotion them from the 
gay amusements of company, to the general as^ 
seitibly above, to the society oi saints and angels^ 
and to God the Judge of all ? 

S. Death conies in an evil time to those who are 
tinprepared^ 

Ms^ We net feai^that it conies to many of such a 
character? Aks ! how awful must be the conse.- 
aucnce. Th^re is no work irt the ^ve to which 
mey go* If death durpr)^ them m their guilt,, 
their sins willt^main in them, and the %vrath of God 
abide 6n them. This is the day of salvation ; to- 
this siUCceedd an diidless retribution. In the other 
World, there are no ofiers c^ mercy ;. no calls to 
repentance ; no striving of the spirit ; no promises 
of pardon. How deplorable, then, the state of 
IJhose, to wh0m death comes, before they have ob- 
tioned the ]Hurdon of their sins by repentance, and 
securecl a title to saltation by faith m the Redeem- 
er?' 

Are there not many; who view themselves as 
still impenitent and unpardoned ? If the snares pf 
death should now fell on you, Would they not take 
ycRi in an evil time ? These snares you cannot pre-*- 
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vent ; but you may prevent the evil of tbem.. im^ 
mediate repentance of sin, and humble af^Iication 
to the mercy of God in Christ, are your cmly secu- 
rity. What your bands find to do, do it with your 
might. 

I have illustrated the several observations con^ 
tainedin our text. And your attention to diem» 
and improvement of them^ are solemnly urged by. 
the aflFecting providence which you have lately seen 
in this place.^ An event so awakening and im« 
pressive has seldom been known in this Vicinity. 
Tour amiable maidens, in the bloom of youths in 
the sprightlinessof health, in the cordialiQ[of mu- 
tual friendship, and in the cheerfulness of innocent 
amusement, without previous apprehension of 
danger, were suddenly plunged into deep waters, 
and there lost, irrecoverably lost* No effistsof 
their own could extricate them, no pitying hand 
could reach them. No human power could res- 
cue them. How dreadful the surprise, when 
the vessel in which they trusted, filled and 
went down ! How distressing the scene to the 
spectators, who, summoned by the shrieks of dis- 
tress, hastened to the spot, but stood impotent on 
the shore I How overwhelming the spectacle to 

* On Saturday the x^th Jaly, 1809, about 5 o'clock P. M. four joaog 
ladies, three of them from 15 10 16, and one about 1 1 yean of a«t, were 
browned in Congomood Pond, in Soutbwick, viz. Join Stnttoa, aaogfattt 
•f Mr. John StTBCton; Jim. Mary Langdon, only danghtcr of Ll RocwcU 
langdon, and Charlotte asd Orpha Cannon, daughters ot Mr. Clark Caa- 
non, all of them inhabiuots of South wick. With a view \& ooUect 
pond lilici, they took a small boat and puihed to a little distance from the 
ahora ; and, at ia conjectured from some concarring cirtrumstancet^ she who 
heM the setting pole, which was short, making an effort to push forward the 
boat in a place where the bottom was unexpectediy outjof her leadi, fidl 
oter ; the otheisinraiing hastily to the stem for the relief of their cotopaBioe, 
- by their weight and kitgular motion, tamed the boat in nicfa a maimer, tkac 
they fell out after her. Several peoplesoon came to the place,- among whom 
was Mr. Cannon .the&therof two of the young wofnen, who was at work 
■ little distance from the pond, and heard the lamentable cries of his beloved 
children; and attempts were made to save them, hot without socoeaa. The 
bodies were recovered ; one in about no minutes ; and others in not less 
than a hours. The means UKd for their resuKitation were ineffcctoal. Their 
bodies, the next day, wot all, in separata oo£m, laid fide by aide iaifcc 
MfflegTiva. 
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fiiends and relatives, to parents, to him^ who^ 
after repeated unavailing exertions to save them, 
to save two daughters of his own, yielded at last 
to despair ! How shocking the intelligence, when 
it reached the families, to which the lovely maidens 
belonged! Literally in them were verified the 
words of our text " As the fishes are taken in an 
evil net, and the birds caught in the snare ; so 
were they snared in an evil time, when it fell sud- 
denly upon them." 

Ye distressed and mourning parents ; we com- 
passionate you ; we pray for you. But what shall 
we say to comfort, you ? — We can speak to your 
ears ; God only can speak to your hearts. In 
the multitude of your thoughts within you, may his 
comforts delight your souls. Look up to him by 
faith and prayer. He is the fountam of consolation. 
He has wounded, and he can heal. He has laid his 
rod heavily upon you ; but his hand can support 
you. You know, and you have lately felt, how a 
fedier pities his children ; so the Lord pities them 
who fear him. 

Realize his sovereignty, and sa^. He gave, and 
be has taken away. Adored be his hame. Call to 
mind his promises, and especially those which re- 
speet his children in affliction ; and review your 
past experience of his providential goodness ; and I 
hope I may add, of his graee to your souls. When 
trouble is near, he is not afar off. Let this day of 
sorrow be a day of self-examination. Do you love 
God more than these ? Are your affections placed on 
. things above, rather than on things below? Can 
you give up your mortal interests at God^s call ? 
Have you given yourselves to him to be saved by 
his grace, governed by his will, and disposed of by 
hb providence ? Have you been faithful in your 
domestic relations ? Let conscious failures be cor- 
rected by future fidelity. 



Digitized 



by Google 



§99 fTte sud^nnes^ i^ De^tfL 

Be tbanlLfi}}, that God^ who has a right to tds^ 
from you all your chil(k€n> has still left you soine^ 
May they live to be your comibrt and joy. That 
you may rejoice m them, le^ wd guide them bj^ 
your counsel and example iu the path of wisdom 
mod piety* 

Think daily of (he uncertainty of their Ii?eay 
and of your o^vn• Be prepared yourselves, and 
assist theoi to prepare for an event as ^di^saxk and 
sudden, as that which you have seen ; for nun 
knoweth mA hia. tiine, 

Thie suddenness of your children's death is a psia^ 
SiA civcufi^tstanoe. Had they been remoised by sick- 
ness, you could have attended upon them ; yott 
could have sat by their beds and given them your 
last counsels ; you couM have learned from then 
what were their views. and hopes ; you could have 
prayed for them ;. and Wretched out a parental hand 
to lead them to ^e Saviour. These circumstances- 
would haive mitigated your sorrow.. God haacHxiered 
dieir exit otherv^se* Submit to his wilL What hie 
does, you know not now ; but you wiU know here* 
after. You still have comfort. They hav« been, 
lovely and obedient children. Their manners havie 
been pleasing to you, and agreeable to odiecs^ 
They were not driven away in works of wickednesa, 
but in an innocent employment You cannot ac- 
cuse yourselves or them of any misconduct or im- 
prudence as the Clause of their d^rth/ Whether 
they were children of God by his renovatk^ grace; 
what had been done for them before,^ or was done 
near the time oi their exit, morbils cannot know^ 
nor should you be curious to enquire^ If you ar- 
rive safe to heaven, you will approve of the man^ 
ner in which God has disposea of them. Your 
concern now is with the living, not with ihc ^ead^ 
^ The anguish, which you now foci, will abate with 
time ; but see that you retain tkp /serious, impres* 
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^onswUchyoa feel, 9aid:picM r^Mlul&Ms which 
jjou Ibrm, and that you pay the vows whieh your 
Ups hare uttered in ijie day o( ttauUt. If refigieus 
sentiments ^ould seem to 4batey afHraken them by. 
wcurrmgtod^e present painful scene. Bfey your 
affliction, which for tlie present is grievous, yield to 
ymt and to ydur surming children, the peaceable 
£ruits of righteousness ; dfid may happy exiperienee 
teach you andlhetn, ^t Ood is faithfirl in his cor- 
rections. 

We take a shire in the sorrow of ow young 
friends, who are now tementing the sudden tmdun- 
iimdy death of their beloved sasters. May, God 
imp«M toyou his comforting and sanctifying grade, 
fcad yon to a wise improvement of this solemn 
wammg, and prepare you for that worWv where ii 
Ao more death) and where all tears will be wiped 
away. Your wise and pious attention to tfcia provi- 
dencewid be a comfort to vou, a refieshment to 
your parents and ^n instructive pattern to the young 
around you. 

ToAe ycHing m genei^ this providence speafcse- 
ioud. 

You are now in^tihe same blooming heaWi, as 
V^em AOse departed^^ youths a few days ago. You 
iee numbers ofefer than yon, and- fetter yoursehres 
that your death is remote. Might not they, the 
Ittotnent before the srtare fell on them, indulge 
the same ftattering Aoughts ? They are gone* 
Then* supprisiiig death forbids your confidence in 
iUturity*, your boasting of tomOTTow. Among 
tl^ose of your age, the proportion of deaths^by disi- 
ease is tess, but the propoi^on by casurity is great* 
cr, than among those in more advanced life. It seen H 
to be the intenddn of providence to rebuke the gai* 
«ly inddentto ^x>urage, and urge that serious medl 
Itation on death, which you are too unapt to adbiit; 
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Consider, I beseech you, how certain death is i 
how near it may be ; how suddenly it may surprise 
you ; and how unable you will be to escape from it^ 
when once it arrests you. Examine your past 
manner of life. What, my dear friends, have you 
been doing ? To what objects have your thoughts 
been directed? To what purpose has your time 
been employed ? What preparation have you made 
ior another world ? Are you in readiness for a sud* 
den death ? 

Attend to your salvation. It is the one thing 
needfuL Attend to all die duties of religion* 
These are the means of salv^on. Never n^Iect 
a present duty in reliance on a future opportunity* 
The future is uncertain. Never think yourselves 
^e, till the temper of religion is formed in your 
hearts, and the practice of it becomes pleasant to 
your souls. Dedicate yourselves to God to serve 
him in newness of life. Do it without delay. Do 
it now. Do it in humble reliance upon, and fer- 
vent supplication for the presence of his sanctifying 
Spirit. Whatever evidence you have, or may 
hereafter have of the sincerity of your repentance^ 
and the soundness of your conversion, indulge 
not such a confidence of your safety, as shall make 
you careless of duty. Whenever you thus pervert 
vour hopes, you betray the corruption tjS your 
hearts. It is by walking in the fear of God that 
you will walk in the comforts of the Holy Ghost. 

If a sense of the importance of religion b, by 
the late providence, or other means, awakened ia 
you, do nothing to extinguish it. You will thus 
grieve the spirit. Serious sentiments suppres^d 
may not return. 

Shun all vain and sinful company. Say with 
David, " Depart from me, ye evil doers, for I will 
keep the commandments of God." Perhaps you 
will ask, whether all social amusements are crimi* 
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Hal? We need not say that they are. But in or* 
^er to judge of the expedience of particular amuse* 
ments, enquire, What effect they usually have on 
those who frequendy practise them, or have on 
yourselves ? If in their nature, by frequency or 
-through excess, they dissipate religious con« 
victions, silence an awakened conscience, beget an 
indifference to the exercises of devotion, and thus 
produce an habitual carelessness of mind in spiritu- 
al concerns, then you know, that they are so far 
unsafe, and so far you must decline them* Let tho 
care of your salvation predominate in your minds, 
and you will seldom find it difficult to judge whai 
recreations you may use, or /low Jar you may use 
them. Let this then be your rule ; never to seek 
such company as would corrupt your virtue, nor to 
pyrsue such amusements as would extinguish your 
seriousness ; never to neglect real duty for the saka 
of a mere pleasure, nor to hazard your eternal sal* 
vation for a transient entertamment. 

If any of ^ou are under serious impressions, let 
the late providence fix them, and give them perma* 
nence. Contemplate the uncertainty of life, which 
you have been so solemnly taught, and hold your- 
selves in readiness for death, which may nearly a- 
wait you. When you go forth to your labors, set 
God before you, act as in his presence, and commend 
Yourselves to his protection. Let the future world 
be much in your thoughts, and keep up a regard to 
it in all that you do. Let your attendance on the 
exercises of devotion be made subservient to char- 
ity and piety, peace and holiness ; thus your zeal 
wiUprovoke ver3r many. 

The late providence deserves the serious atten- 
tion, not of the afflicted parents on/y, but of heads 
of families ingeneraL 

You see the uncertainty of the lives of your 
ehildren. Do your^duty to tfiem while they are^widj 

Vojk« L. B b b 
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you. Give them timely instractioiis and Wanun^ 
Afoderate your natural affection for them as cEul- 
dren ; but increase your religious concern far diem 
as immortal beings, who are to exbt in anodier 
world, and who, while they arc here, must be 
trained up for a happy existence. Commend them 
to die providence and grace of God in your daily 
prayers, encourage every virtuous appearance^ 
check every evil propensity, and animate them in 
the religious life by exhibiting the amiableness of 
it in your own. 

Let us all stand prepared for the changes of tfai^ 
mortal state. The most of us can say, " Our hou- 
ses are in peace, our children are about us, the 
candle of the Lord shines on our heads(, and there 
is no rod of God on our dwelling.'^ But soon the 
scene may be slufted ; we cannot tell what shall be 
on the morrow ; what tidbgs the next hour may 
bring. Death may now stand unseen at our door, 
with a warrant to arrest some of our number. Soon 
our pleasure may be turned into anguish, our joy into 
mourning. Let our hearts be fixed, trusting^ in the 
Lord, that wc may not be afraid of evil ti&igs. 

To conclude ; Awakened by the late loud and 
solemn admonition^ let us immediately prepare for 
our departure hence, and for the changes, ndiich 
await us while we are here. For this purpose wc 
must make religion our, emplojonent, heaven our 
object, and God*s word our rule of conduct. Wc 
must walk by faith in unseen things^ secure an in- 
terest in tlie promises, cast our cares on the provi- 
dence of God, and commit our souk to him in 
well*doing, as to a faithful Creator. Keeping 
heaven in our eye, let us move on toward it with a 
steady pace, accounting, all the sufferings of the 
^ present time unworthy to be compared with the 
"glory, which shall be revealed. And let us esteem 
nothing dear to us, that so we may finish our com'se 
^ith joy, and lay hold on eternal life. 
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Unworthy Guests excluded from the Marriage 
Feast. 



A COMMUNION SERMON. 

LUKEy xiv. S4. 

r iay ufUo you, thai none of ikote me; vAkk wcrt biddiU, tkoff 
tasi9 qf my mppef. 

X HESE words are the conclusion of the 
well known parable of the marriage feast* It is thus 
kitroducedy ^' A certain man made a ^eat supper 
and bade many." The introduction in St. Mat- 
thew's relation of k, is a little varied ; " The king- 
dom ol heaven is like unto a certain king, who 
made a marriage for his son." 

It was common amoi^ the Jews, and other an- 
cient nations, for lich and great men to make feasts 
for the entcitainment of such as they chose to hon- 
our. The guests invited were usually tiieir friends 
and favorites. At these feasts were provided all ac- 
commodations, which were necessary to render the 
conviviality delightful* There were garments to ar- 



Digitized 



by Google 



S96 Unworthy Guests excluded. . 

ray the attendants in a manner suitable to the occa* 
sion ; water to wash their hands and feet ; food to re- 
gale the appetite and please the taste ; wine to exhila* 
rate the spirits ; musick to charm the ear ; and sub* 
jects of discourse to amuse or instruct the mind. 
Hence the Jews were accustomed to contemplate the 
felicities of good men in a future state, under the no- 
tion of a sumptuous entertainment. In conformitjr 
to their usages and lan^ua&;e, our Saviour illustrates 
his heavenly dispensation by the allegory of a feast, 
which a king made on occasion of nis son^s mar- 
riage. The great supper in the parable represents 
the blessings of the gospel ; such as the forgiveness 
of sins, the influences of the holy Spirit, commun* 
ion with God, and the joys and glories of heaven. 

Under the Jewish dispensation, there were sever- 
al annual festivities divinely instituted for moral and 
religious purposes. The gospel dispensation, which 
is more plain and simple, conveys religious senti- 
ments lcs$ by emblems and figures, and more by 
direct instructions. It contains only one festivity, 
and this, like the gospel itself, simple in its form, ob« 
vious in its design, and easy in its application In 
this we eat bread and drink wine in remembrance 
of Christ : Thus we shew forth his death, and re- 
cognize his resurrection, with the glorious benefits 
resulting from them. It is not our coming to, and 
partaking of this ordinance ; but it is the faith, re- 
pentance, love ard obedience professed in the out- 
ward action, which entitle us to the spiritual bless- 
ings. 

The supper mentioned in the parable is not the 
ordinance now called the Lord*s supper; for 
this was not then instituted. The metaphorical 
supper, however, has much the same intention as 
the literal supper. Both denote the blessings of di- 
vine grace, and the manner in which we may be- 
come interested in them. We are to come to the 
Jittral supper with the same views and tempers, n itk 
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which the guests in the parable were to come to the 
marriage feast. We are to come with prompt obe- 
dience and cordial affection to the king» and with 
friendly and charitable dispositions to our fellovir 
guests. 

The king says to his servant in the text, " None 
of those men, who were bidden, shall taste of my 
supper.'^ To understand this denunciation, we 
must recur to the parable. The king had already 
sent his invitation to a number of wealthy people to 
come and sup with him ; and at supper time, he 
oiidered a servant to go and tell tliem who were bid- 
den, that the sup|Hr was prepared, and they must 
come immediately. But they all with one consent 
made excuse, alledging, that their worldy engage- 
ments and domestic connexions were such, that they 
could not attend on the feast without great inconve- 
nience. On one pretext and another, they rejected 
the invitation. The king, being informed, how 
his liberali^ had been treated, sent his servant a- 
mong a different class of people ; among the poor^ 
maimed and blind in the streets and lanes of the 
city, in the hedges of the fields, and ia the high** 
ways of the country, with positive instructions ta 
callasmany as he could find, and compel them to 
come in, that his house might be filled ; ^^ for,^' 
said he, " None of those men, who have been bid« 
den,*^ who have heard and refused the former invi. 
tation, ^^ shall taste of my supper.'' This declara- 
tion respects not the poor and maimed, who were 
next to be bidden, but the rich worldlings who had 
before been bidden, once and again, and bidden in 
vain. 

They who symbolize with the characters describ- 
ed in the former part of the parable, are the men, 
who will be excluded from the blessings of the gos- 
pel, represented in the great supper. It is impor- 
tant^ then, that we attend to our own chaiacters, 
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and examine our claim to these inestimable bfess« 
ings. 

One said to the messenger, who called him, '^ I 
have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs 
go and see it ; I pray thee have me excused.'^ A- 
nother said, ^^ I have bought five y6kc of oxen, and 
I go to prove them ; I pray thee have me excused.'* 
A third said, *^ I have married a wife, and there- 
fore I cannot come«" I^it a fault, then, to buy a 
£irm, and to see it after it is bought ? Or to pur- 
chase oxen for one's husbandry, and to prove wheth- 
er they will answer the design ? Or to form &mily 
relations, and attend to the duties of those relatiofis f 
By no means. But the fault of these men lay in 
placing their affections so entirely on earthly objects^ 
as to neglect their future and eternal interest, and 
despise the means of securing it. The interests of 
the present and the future world are so diverse, that 
without a heart weaned from the former, we are not 
capable of possessing and enjoying the latter. " We 
cannot serve God and mammon ; if we hold to the 
ooe, we shall despise the other." 

Weanedness from this world consists not in total 
indifference, but in rational moderation. While 
we dwell in the body, we ought to regard the things 
needful for the body, and to seek them with pni« 
dejnt and honest industry. But to the blessings, 
wiA which our future and eternal felicity is con- 
ftectedy we must give a preference in some meas- 
ure proportionable to their superior impor- 
tance. In order to our giving them this decided 
preference, our minds must be assimilated to them. 
We must not only appreciate them in our judgment 
and commend them in our language, but also love 
and relish them in our hearts. If we have this ho- 
ly and heavenly temper formed in us, we shall not 
neglect our spiritual in order to advance our seen- 
lar interest I but we shall seek first the kingdom of 
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God and his righteousness, and trust our heavenly 
Father for the addition of such other things, as he 
sees to be needful. To know what is our character, . 
we must examine where our affections concentrate. 
" They who are after the flesh, mind the things of 
the flesh; and they who are after the spirit, the 
thin^ of the spirit. And to be carnally minded b 
death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace/* 

True religion is seated in the heart That sin- 
cerity or purity, on which the gospel lays such im- 
mense weight, consists in a conformity to its 'doc- 
trines and precepts, to the moral character of God 
and the pattern of Jesus Christ. Hence it is ex- 
pressed by our being cast into the fonn or mould of 
the gospel, sealed by the holy spirit of promise, 
renewed after the ima^ of God, and having die 
same mind as is in Chnst 

There may be an external conformity to the gos- 
pel, when the mind is opposite to it. It is observ- 
able, that Christ usually takes the characters, which' 
are to be excluded from his kingdom, not from the 
openly vicious and profligate, but from men of de- 
cent and civil manners. 

They in the parable, who were not to taste of the 
king's supper, were not accused of having obtained 
their lands or their oxen by fraud or oppression r 
They bought them and paid for them. But their 
guilt lay in the attachment of their hearts to dies^ 
objects. The rich fool, who, having laid up goodi 
for many years, promised himself a long course of 
mirth and pleasure, is not charged with mjustice in 
acquiring his property, nor with inhumanity in us- 
ing it ; but his guilt lay in that predominant world- 
ly affection, which prompted him to lay up treasure 
for himself, when he was not rich toward God. In 
the description of the last judgment, the sentence 
against those who are found guilty, is grounded. 



Digitized 



by Google 



40e Vmoorihy Guests excbided* 

not on open vice, but on the want of piety and vir« 
tue. The Judge does not say, I was hungry be- 
cause ye stole from me my bread ; or naked because 
ye robbed me of my clothes, or sick because ye 
•wounded or poisoned me ; or in prison because ye 
oppressed and persecuted me ; but I was in these 
calamitous circumstances, and ye did not minister 
to me. The same instruction and warning we find 
in almost all those parables and discourses, m which 
Christ discriminates men's different characters, and 
illustrates the qualifications necessary for admission 
into his presence. 

This IS a matter, my brethren, which deserves 
our impartial attention, and should lead us to scri- 
ous enquiry. 

We are, perhaps, industrious in our occupations^ 
frugal in our expences, temperate in our enjoyments, 
honorable in our intercourse, civil in our language, 
and decent in our manners. So far is well. We 
never shall be condemned for these traits in our 
character. We compare ourselves with men of o- 
pen and notorious wickedness, and conclude^ we 
shall not be condemned at all. 

But there is a further enquiry to be made. What 
is the temper of our minds ? Have we respect to 
all God's commands ? Do we love them because 
they are holy, and because by them we are warned ? 
Do we hate every false way, our own sins, our se- 
cret sins ? Do we relish the things which make 
heaven happy, such as communion with God and 
the exercises of devotion and piety ? Do we forego 
our worldly interest, when it interferes with our du- 
ty, and suspend our secular occupations in obedi- 
ence to tlie calls of religion ? 

By such enquiries we are to decide the question, 
whether we shall be found among the guests who 
are to taste of the marriage supper, or among those 
who shall be excluded. 
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There is another circumstance to be considered 
in the conduct of the excluded guests* They neg- 
lected the present call, which proved to be the last* 

There seems to have been nothing in them more 
culpable, than what may be seen in thousands now. 
They were not aVowed infidels. They did not in 
^ords deny the dignity, or si)um the goodness of 
the king, nor intimate a resolution never to come to 
any feast which he might prepare. But they plead-* 
ed the exigence of present business, and declined 
a compliance with this invitation. " We pray Aee, 
have us excused." 

Are Acre none of the same di^sition now ? 
My friends ; you are this day invited to the mar- 
riage supper of the king's son. Tou are called to 
come and receive the p^on of aU your sins by re- 
pentance toward God, and to lay hold on the prom- 
ise of eternal life by faith in his son, who has pur- 
(phased it by his blood and offers it by his grace. 
Do you delay for the present ? Do you postpone the 
time of accepting the call ? Say then, wherein you 
differ from those excluded guests. You will say» 
" They had been called before. The servant was 
sent to those who had been bidden.'* This is true. 
And is it not as true o^ you ? Have you not been 
bidden before now ; and bidden scores, and hun« 
dreds of times ? And do jrou still refuse tfie invita* 
tion ? Why are you not m the same predicament 
with the men who were never to taste of the sup- 
per ? 

"But the messenger told them, All things 
were ready ; the very time was come for their at- 
tendance, and there must be no delay.*' Yes ; and 
is not the same said to you ? All diings are ready 
for you. God's mercy is revealed ; Christ's blood 
lias been shed ; an atonement is made ; the holy 
Spirit is given ; the promise of pardon and life is 
proclaimed ; the invitations are senf abroad ; the 

Vol. L C c c 
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fable is spread. Will things ever be more ready 
than they are now ? 

" But this was their last call. They were never 
to have another/^ True still. And do you know^ 
that this is not your case ? Had they not as much 
reason to expect another call, and another opportu* 
fiity to attend the feast, as you have ? One asked 
only time to see his farm ; and another, time to 
prove his oxen. This would not be long ; pexliaps 
not more than a day or two. And they imagined^ 
that, when the business in hand was dispatched, 
they should be at pefect liberty ; and the king was 
rich ; he could make another feast. And you, it 
is probable, have only some temporary objections^ 
which, you think, will not lie hi ^our way at a fu- 
ture time. For, I suppose, there is not one of you, 
that has determined never to obey the call of the 
great King. But do you not think, that those men, 
S" they had been invited the next day or next week, 
would still have found objections ? The same world* 
ly spirit, which could make so much of such trifling 
Inatters, would have suggested something of equ^ 
magnitude at any other time. Their admission de- 
pended on a prompt compliance with the call, when 
it was given. And so may yours. You delay on 
some excuse or other. And, for aught you or I 
know, you may as well delay to-morrow as to-day* 
The love of sin and of the world invents excuses, 
and it will still be fruitful in its inventions. If you 
listen to its suggestions, it will repeat them, orde-* 
vise new ones. If ever you submit to the overtures 
of divine grace, you must bi^ng the business to a 
point, break through all impewments, and delay- 
no longer. And why may not this be done now, as 
well as hereafter ? 

You siill flatter yourselves, that jrou shall have 
another call. But had not the men under consider* 
ation as much reason to expect tliis as you have f 
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They oev^ bad aoc^er. The siame may be tlic 
cas^ with some of you. So much is certain ; No 
futii^ time will be more &vourab}e than the pres- 
ent ** Now is the accepted time^ and the day of 
salvation*" 

The commands of Christ respect the present 
time* They tolerate no delay. He no where tell$ 
you to nepent tomorrow, to submit to him ne^t 
week, to reform your life a month hence* What 
he requires you to do, you must do quickly; 

He once called on a certaki man, who had heard 
his doctrines and seen his works, to arise and follow 
him, " Yes," aays the man, " I will follow thee \ 
but suffer me first to go and bury ray father/' 

Jesus answered, ' "Let the de^d bury their dead; 
but go thou and preach the kingdom of God." 
Christ ceitamly did not forbid a decent respect for 
aged parents, while they were living, nor a decent 
interment of them when they were dead. But the 
man wished to be excused from following Christ 
just then, lest the old man, offended by his con* 
duct, shcHild disinherit him». It was respect ficHr the 
world rather than for his father, that interfered in 
the case. For he might be a disciple of Christ, and 
still perform every filial duty, which he owed to a 
parent. If following Christ would deprive him of 
the paternal inheritance, he ought let it go. There 
would be men enough to take it, and siipport the fa- 
ther wMle he lived, and bury him whenhe was dead^ 
**Letthe dead bury their dead; but follow thou me*" 

Another, hearing this conversation, said to Je^ 
sus, ^^ I will follow thee, and fdlow thee soon. 
Only just allow me to go and bid them farewcU, 
who are at home, at my house." Jesus answered^ 
** No man having put his hand to the plow^ and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.'^ 

Christ never disapproved of decent civilities a^ 
moog friends and relatives. But in this man^s pro« 
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posal something was implied more than he express* 
ed. In taking leave of his friends to follow Christ, 
he would consult their wishes, ask their opinions, 
hear their ob^ctions> and relinquish his new and 
&eble resolutions. This was not a case, nor a time, 
in which he might safely confer with fle^ and Mood. 
He was already convinced of the divine sAithority 
ci his teacher, and of the importance of emlx^c- 
Ing and spreading his religion ; and there could be 
no justifiable cause for hesitancy and delay. The 
man who deliberates and seeks advice in a case c^ 
plain, obvious and important duty, is only study- 
ing evasions of duty, and contriving excuses to 
pacify his ccMiscience in the jneglect ^it ; and he is 
already more than half an apostate. 

Further ; The whole story of the marriage sup- 
per is figurative. The spiritual kingdom of Christ 
IS here illustrated by similitudes taken from earth- 
]y things. The gospel dispensation is compared to 
a great supper. The invitation to attend it was 
first sent to opulent farmers. By them it was re- 
jected ; for they had a fulness at their own tables. 
It was next carried to the poor and impotent people, 
who were begging in the streets. To them it was 
acceptable ; for they felt their misery and necessi- 
ty, and could not but rejoice in the happiness of 
being guests at a royal table. 

So it is in the kingdom of Christ. They who 
trust in themselves, that they are righteous, look 
not to the Saviour for pardon. ITiepoor and im- 
potent — ^they who feel their guilt and misery, know 
their need of a Saviour and to them he is precious* 
To them it is a doctrine glorious knd acceptable, 
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sin- 
ners. 

Christ's message to the church in Laodicea illus. 
trates this circumstance in the parable. " Thou 
art lukewarm, neither cold nor hot.*^ Though 
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thou hast not openly rejected my religion, yet thou 
art notengaged in it Why ? " Because thou sayest> 
I am rich and increased with goods, and have need 
of nothing-" But livy real condition fe just the re- 
verse. " Thou knowest not that thou art wretched 
and miserable and poor and bKnd and naked.'^ 
This, though thou boastest of the contrary,, is thy 
true state* " I therefore counsel thee to buy of 
me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich^ 
and white raiment that thou mayest be clothed, 
and that the shame of thy nakedne^ may not ap- 
pear ; and to annoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that 
thou mayest ^e. As many as I love, I rebuke 
and chasten. Be zealous therefore and repent." 

The gospel plan excludes boastine. Not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty or noble 
are called ; but God has chosen the base, weak and 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise, 
mighty, and noble, that no flesh should glory in 
his presence. Christ came to save them who are 
lost. They who fed not themselves to be lost, will 
not trust in him to save them. He came to call 
sinners to repentance. The call is disregarded by 
those who are unconvinced of their guilt and pol- 
lution. The knowledge of sin by the law is a ne- 
cessary preparative to receiving Christ by faith. 
If the gospel were to be preached to a race of be- 
ings, vmo never had ofiended their maker, but re- 
mained perfectly innocent and righteous, they 
would not know how to understand the doctrines, 
which teach salvation by sovereign grace without 
works, and justification by the righteousness of an- 
other, and not by their own ; nor how to apply the 
precepts, which require repentance of sin, and faith 
m one, who came to save them from punishment. 
And they who are exalted in their own supposed 
goodness, can no more understand and apply these 
doctrines and precepts, than such a race of beings. 
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If fon think oij and hope for satvation bjr Christy 
first know yourselves. When/ou view your eoa» 
dkion as resembliag that of the poor, maiaied peo« 
plein the lanes cf the cky, and the hedges erf* the 
fields^ and feel yourselves mcoiiq>etent to suf^y 
your own wants^ and relieve your own impot^ncey 
you will hear with joyi and accept with gnatitude^ 
the invitation to come to the house, and participate 
in the supper of the great king* But if, whfle 
such is your peal ccxidition, you are vainly pu4^ 
up with a fleshly mind, and imagine you I^ve need 
ot nothing, you will make U^t of the invitatioo 
addressed to you^ and will never taste of the sup- 
pen 

The supper now before Us is an emblem of &e 
mat supper prepared in the kingdom of heaven* 
Let OS come to this in such a manner^ ithat we ma^ 
be deemed meet quests at idie other* 

Here Jesus Chnst is set forth crucified before us* 
He suffered for our sins, that he mi^ bring us to 
Ckx), He ascended to heaven to prepare a place 
for us there, and thither to draw our aflfections* 
He has appointed this supper, that we niig^t re* 
member now he died, how he rose, and whUher 
lie is gone; and that here we might have scMue 
foretaste of die entertainment prepared for us a« 
bove, and be quickened in our endeavours to as*- 
certain our title to it, and perfect our qualifications 
for it. 

Let us who GDjoj the privilege oi coming to the 
Redeemer's table, walk worthy of our relatiou to 
him, who has admitted us to this honour andfi^ee* 
dom here, and has called us to his kingdom said 
glory above. 

There are some, who have never come to this 
ordinance. May I ask you-^-or rather, may lad- 
vise you to ask yourselves, why you have not 
come ? You are invited ; ajwi if your hearts vm 
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rightly disposed, all things are ready. You wish 
you may be admitted to eat bread with Christ in 
his heavenly kingdom. Will you not eat bread 
with him here ? Your devout attendance on this 
supper will assist your preparation for, and afford 
you a foretaste of the great supper in heaven. Does 
the world, its interests, manners, company and 
occupations detain you ? Give them up ; and ac- 
cept the invitation of your Redeemer. If you 
knew, disit, in relation to this ordinance, it would 
in a few weeks be denounced, that none who had 
been bidden and still neglected) should taste of the 
supper, you would probably come without longer 
delay. Such may soon be your situation ; there- 
fore hear your Saviour's gracious voice, while it 
is called to-day, lest he spe^ with a different voice 
to-morrow. Banish all excuses, obey his affec- 
tionate call. And let every one, who nameth the 
name of Christ, and eateth at his table, depart from 
iniquity, and by the purity of his life make it man- 
ifest to all. that he has been with Jesus. 
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